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The following outline presents a guide to 
the laws and customs of the observance of 
Rosh Hashanah. May Hashem bless this 
upcoming year with health, happiness and 
success for כלל ישראל and the entire world! 
Shana Tova!

Erev-Rosh 
Hashana and Both 
Nights of Rosh 
Hashana

התרת נדרים

There is a custom based on the גמרא נדרים 
נדרים to perform )כג:(  nullification – התרת 
of vows, on Erev-RH in order to enter the 
new year without violating the prohibition 
of transgressing vows 1. Any three men 

1 See שערי תשובה סק”ז based on של”ה )תחילת 

מס’ יומא(

above Bar-Mitzvah are qualified to form a 
Beis-Din and nullify נדרים of others even if 
they are relatives with one another and to 
the one who is nullifying his vows.2 If you 
do not understand the Hebrew it is best to 
recite it in a language that you understand.3 
One can perform התרת נדרים over Zoom as 
long as the three members of the Beis-Din 
are sitting together and they see the per-
son reciting the התרה (i.e. his camera is 
on).4 With regard to women, some say that 
if she is married her husband should be her 
messenger for התרת נדרים and add the words 
“and this is also for my wife”,5 while others 
say that it is best for women to rely on the 
on YK.6 כל נדרי of התרת נדרים

MIKVAH

The Rama writes that there is a custom 
for men to go to the Mikvah on Erev-RH.7 
If there is no safe place to go to the Mikvah 
one can take a shower instead.8 The shower 
should be long enough for 16 liters to be 
poured on one’s head.9

שו”ע סימן יו”ד רכח-ג 2

חיי אדם )כלל קלח-ח( 3

4 Rav Schachter אות ה -#50 פסקי קרונה’
תשובות והנהגות (ח”א-שלח) 5

הליכות שלמה )פ”א-י( 6

תקפא-ד 7

8 Rav Schachter  פסקי קרונה -#50 אות ד’
מתחת יצחק )ח”ד-כא( 9
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COVER IMAGE 
This year more than ever the sound of the shofar takes on an additional dimension. It is 
our call to Hashem to hear our pleas for our survival as a people and a nation. We are up 
against enemies all around us and the shofar is our call to the Almighty on high. I took this 
photo this Elul, the month when the shofar is blown everyday up until Rosh Hashana. I find 
hearing the shofar most meaningful at our most Holy site the Kotel. I reside in the Holy 
City of Jerusalem with my beautiful wife of 57 years. Photo taken by Shlomo Gherman.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
Tzom Gedalia is observed this year on Sunday Oct 6, 4 Tishrei, begins (Jerusalem) 5:24 am, ends 6:35pm.

It is best to have a 72hr candle lit before Rosh Hashana so as to light candles on 2nd night and Shabbat.

For the Laws of Rosh Hashana and Eruv Tavshilin see pages 42.

xx	
XXX

	 Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman
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AND HAVDALA TIMES
CANDLE LIGHTING

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)

HA’AZINURH 2
Candles After*

RH 1 
Candles HavdalaEarlyCandles

6:555:065:446:585:46Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim
6:585:096:027:006:04Aza Area (Netivot, Sderot et al)

6:565:076:036:596:05Beit Shemesh/RBS

6:565:076:006:586:02Alon Shvut

6:575:086:016:596:03Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K.Saba

6:565:076:006:596:03Modiin/Chashmonaim
6:575:086:016:596:03Netanya

6:575:086:016:596:04Be’er Sheva

6:575:086:016:596:03Rehovot

6:575:085:446:595:46Petach Tikva

6:565:076:006:586:02Ginot Shomron

6:565:075:506:595:53Haifa / Zichron

6:555:065:596:576:01Gush Shiloh

6:575:086:016:596:04Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel

6:555:066:036:586:06Givat Zeev

6:565:076:006:586:02Chevron / Kiryat Arba

6:585:096:027:006:05Ashkelon

6:575:086:016:596:03Yad Binyamin

6:545:055:526:575:54Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden

6:545:055:576:566:00Golan

6:565:075:596:586:02Nahariya/Maalot

6:555:065:596:576:01Afula

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Ha’azinu 7:35 PM

other
z'manim

JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wed–Shabbat
Oct x–x / x–x Cheshvan
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin	 x:xx–x:xx
Sunrise	 x:xx–x:xx 
Sof Zman Kriat Shema	 x:xx–x:xx 
Magen Avraham	 x:xx–x:xx
Sof Zman Tefila	 x:xx-x:xx
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)	 x:xx–x:xx
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)	 x:xx–x:xx
Plag Mincha	 x:xx–x:xx
Sunset (Including Elevation)	 x:xx–x:xx

OTHER
Z'MANIM

JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wednesday - Shabbat
Oct. 2 - 12 / 29 Elul - 10 Tishrei
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin	 5:43-5:50
Sunrise	 6:34-6:40
Sof Zman Kriat Shema	 9:31-9:32
Magen Avraham	 8:54-8:56
Sof Zman Tefila	 10:30
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)	 12:28-12:25
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)	 12:58-12:55
Plag Mincha	 5:08-4:58
Sunset (Including Elevation)	 6:26-6:14

Daf Yomi: RH - Bava Basra 100-101 | Shabbat Ha’azniu: Bava Basra 102
* The second night and Shabbat candles should be lit from a pre-existing flame.
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

As a child, I thought that my whole year 
relied on how well I did on Rosh HaShana. 
I would push myself to show up to shul on 
time, daven with extra kavana, and go around 
forgiving others and asking them to forgive 
me. As I grew up, I began to think of Rosh 
HaShana differently. Instead of a burden, 
Rosh HaShana was an opportunity to crown 
the King, an awesome task for the Jewish 
people. However, a question would always 
nag me: Who am I to appoint G-d as King, 
to glorify Him on earth? That takes broad 
shoulders.

Nowadays, I see Rosh HaShana as an oppor-
tunity meant for us. The coronation we do for 
Him through Rosh HaShana is not for Him 
– G-d does not need our praise and honor. 
Rather, it is for us, a special privilege to see 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu as the King of all kings, 
and to trust in His running of the world.

After the year we just had, it is impossible 
to deny that G-d is running the world. We 
have witnessed so many miracles, I would 
even call them open miracles, in Klal Yisrael. 
When I think of these incredible stories, it 
adds to my excitement and appreciation 
to anoint the Ribono Shel Olam on Rosh 
HaShana. Yet, we need more miracles. We 
need our brothers and sisters being held hos-
tage returned to us, we need peace, we need 
the Beit HaMikdash and the ultimate geula. 

How can we merit more miracles and 
blessings this coming year? One thing that 
I have been thinking about is the need for 
more gratitude, hakarat hatov - both for what 

HaKadosh Baruch Hu is giving us, and for 
what we are doing for each other. We cannot 
allow ourselves to take these amazing things 
for granted.

In this context, I want to express my deep 
hakarat hatov to the Torah Tidbits staff who 
work so hard to ensure that Torah Tidbits 
comes out every week – Rabbi Aaron Gold-
scheider, Ita Rochel, Yael and all the writers. I 
have tremendous hakarat hatov to Phil Cher-
nofsky who came up with the idea of Torah 
Tidibts and was the chief editor for so many 
years. I also want to thank Toni Chernofsky 
and the wonderful volunteers who come to 
the OU Israel Center every Wednesday and 
Thursday to pack up the Torah Tidbits and 
distribute it to so many communities across 
Israel.

There are so many people behind the 
scenes who get these things done, and with-
out them, you would probably not be able to 
read what you currently hold in your hands. 
They work tirelessly and with a tremendous 
amount of effort and dedication, every single 
week, in order to make sure the Torah Tidbits 
gets out and to your community and your 
shul. We print 14,000 copies of each issue 
of Torah Tidbits, and rarely are they sitting 
unread. Their efforts are so important for 
Torah learning and inspiration for thousands 
of people every week.

I received an email from a very special Jew 
who, like so many of you, looks forward to 
reading Torah Tidbits every Shabbat with-
out fail in his community up north, Maalot 
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Tarshicha. The town had been getting deliv-
eries of Torah Tidbits through a local resident 
who worked in Yerushalayim. However, this 
resident switched jobs and the Torah Tidbits 
stopped coming. Toni and her team worked 
hard to figure out how to get copies to Maalot 
Tarshicha every week, but he wrote that 
because of the war the deliveries were not 
coming consistently. 

This individual left his number, so I gave 
him a call. He said something that has stayed 
with me, “Rabbi Berman,” he said, “we rely 
on Torah Tidbits every week, and it is our 
Torah lifeline. In the last five weeks, we’ve 
received it only twice. Do we not have enough 
happening to us up north that we have to lose 
our Torah Tidbits too?” 

This line struck me hard. He was absolutely 
correct. We needed to do more for Maalot 
Tarshicha and the other northern commu-
nities. The reality is that these northern res-
idents are going through so much. Rockets, 
fires, sirens, at all hours of the day and night. 
If Torah Tidbits means so much to us during 
normal times, how much more do we need it 
during challenging times like these, especially 
for those up north and down south. Our team 
worked on it. I was so glad to hear that they 
figured out a way to get it to Maalot Tarshicha, 
Nahariya, and many other communities up 
north. This is why the Torah Tidbits team is 
so important. 

Here at OU Israel headquarters, we want 
to express our deepest gratitude to our many 
loyal volunteers and want to send you a token 
of our appreciation. Since our Torah Tidbits 
volunteer network is so expansive, we don’t 
even know who all of you are. Whether you, 
our valued volunteer, just started today or 
you have been with us for years, whether 

you deliver to many shuls/establishments or 
just bring them from one shul to the other, 
please fill out the short form using the QR 
code below so that I can get to know you and 
express our appreciation for your efforts. 

With this, I and the whole OU Israel team 
can enter Rosh HaShana knowing that the 
people who deserve hakarat hatov will be 
able to receive it from us. I’m sure many of 
them are reading these words and saying, 
“I’m doing this and I don’t need the hakarat 
hatov!” Nevertheless, the obligation of 
hakarat hatov is on the giver, not the recipi-
ent. So give us the opportunity to fulfill this 
mitzvah. We feel strongly that this season is 
a very appropriate time to thank each and 
every one of you.

Wishing all of our team and our readers a 
ketiva vechatima tova and wishing you all an 
uplifting and inspiring Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

SCAN for 
Volunteer Form 

לעילוי נשמת
ר‘ חיים צבי בן אליהו ז”ל

Dr. Henry C. Romberg z”l

Beloved  
husband,  
father, and 
grandfather,  
we miss you!
נלב”ע כ”ט אלול 
תשס”ה
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True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!
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Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
RCA Israel Region

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

Hashana – we speak to Him and He speaks 
to us through the Torah.

DAY 1.
The Torah reading for the first day is Gene-

sis, Chapter 21, v. 1-34. This chapter describes 
the birth of Yitzchak, the insistence of Sarah 
to send Yishmael away, and Hagar and Yish-
mael’s near death in the desert before being 
saved. It concludes with a pact made between 
Avraham and Avimelech in Beer Sheva.

ALIYA 1. The promise made to Avra-
ham and Sarah is granted and 
Yitzchak is born. 

In describing the birth, the phrase “as He 
said” appears 3 times in the first 2 verses. 
That is the reason this is read on Rosh 
Hashana. The theme of Zichronot is not that 
G-d remembers – obviously He does. But that 
His promises are realized on His schedule. 
They take time; sometimes a very long time. 
Zichronot means that He does what He prom-
ises, acts on what He says. He granted Sarah 
the child that He promised.

ALIYA 2.  Sarah says “all who hear 
of this birth will laugh”. Hence 
Yitzchak. Sarah demands that 

Hagar and Yishmael be sent off, for Yitzchak 
alone is our future. While Avraham does 
not like this, Hashem tells him that Sarah is 
correct, for Yitzchak is the Jewish future. 

There could be no better description of 
Jewish history than the laugh that is incred-
ulous. A laugh expressing how incredulous 

The Torah Reading of Rosh Hashana is read 
with a unique nusach, a stirring melody. As if 
to say: The Torah reading on Rosh Hashana 
has hyper-significance. 

Because one of the grand themes of Rosh 
Hashana is revelation itself. That G-d creates 
the world, makes a covenant – but then low-
ers into this banal world to speak with man 
at Mt. Sinai. That is the theme of shofarot; we 
say in Mussaf that the giving of the Torah was 
accompanied by dramatic shofar blasts. The 
shofar accompanies communication between 
man and G-d. He speaks to us by giving us the 
Torah accompanied by the shofar. And we 
speak to Him on this day, accompanied by the 
shofar. The shofar as a symbol of Mt. Sinai, 
of the moment of contact of G-d and man is 
expressed by blowing the shofar specifically 
at the Shulchan, the place where we read 
the Torah.

So besides the dramatic content of the 
Torah reading, the simple fact of Torah read-
ing is part of the drama of the day of Rosh 

לעילוי נשמת

הרב טוביה בן הרב אלעזר 
ראובן ורוזה ציפה ז”ל

Dedicated in loving memory of  
our dear husband, father,  

grandfather & great grandfather

Tuvia Muskin ז”ל
 On his 2nd Yahrzeit - ו תשרי

Muskin, Chamudot and Wilk families
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this birth is. Sarah knew not how incredulous 
our history would truly be.

ALIYA 3. Avraham awakens early 
to send Hagar and Yishmael 
away. They go to Beer Sheva. She 

cannot bear to see the death of her son. An 
angel calls to her that her son is saved as 
G-d heard the voice of the child; he too will 
be a great nation. She opens her eyes and 
sees water and they drink. He grows and 
becomes an archer.

This is a parallel story to the Akeda we 
will read tomorrow. In fact, the parallels are 
striking: Early in the morning, journey off, 
with a son, near death, the angel calls, her 
eyes are opened. 

The blatant juxtaposition of Yishmael’s 
near death with his mother to Yitzchak’s 
near death with his father demands attention. 
Parallel stories in the Torah are not only to 
show similarities but to note the differences. 

And while there are striking similarities, 
the difference is dramatic: Divine command. 
Hagar and Yishmael are sent away by Sarah. 
Avraham and Yitzchak are submitting to the 
Divine Command. One story is earthly, the 
other heavenly. 

Yishmael’s near death on earth, saved by an 
angel, teaches us G-d’s love for all – but lack-
ing any reach for G-d by man. G-d reaches for 
man, but there is no reach by man for G-d.

 Yitzchak’s near death, at the behest of G-d, 
is the reach of G-d for man and man’s reach 
in return for G-d. It is an encounter, a story 
of faith, of struggle of man with G-d. 

There is a universal theme of Rosh 
Hashana, of all of G-d’s creation. But the 
parallel to the story of Yitzchak and the Akeda 
is to highlight the difference. There are many 
great nations, all G-d’s children. But some 

are rooted in this world; Yishmael becomes a 
great warrior archer. And some elevate above 
this world, engaging their Creator, bound by 
a covenant. There is only one Jewish people.

ALIYA 4. Avimelech makes a pact 
with Avraham because “G-d is 
with you in all you do”. 

This too is a promise fulfilled. Avraham 
was promised he would have a great name. 
His fame has come to be. G-d promises and 
fulfills those promises.

ALIYA 5. They call the name of the 
location Beer Sheva from the 
word oath, or pact. 

Theirs is an earthly pact, ours a Divine one.

DAY 2.
The Torah reading is the 24 verses of Genesis, 

Chapter 22. This story, Akedat Yitzchak, the 
binding of Isaac is the most dramatic expression 
of how far man is willing to go in his allegiance 
to G-d. While it is a complex story of conflicted 
commands, the narrative is beautiful in its sim-
plicity. Amidst the simplicity of the story, the 
deep and unswerving commitment of Avraham 
is majestic. The story concludes with the ram, 
caught in the thicket by its horn; the shofar we 
use for Rosh Hashana.

ALIYA 1. G-d tests Avraham: Take 
your beloved son and offer him 
as an offering. Avraham awakens 

early, gets up and goes with his assistants, 
with Yitzchak and with the wood.

The drama of the story is belied by the 
strikingly simple wording: hineni, here I 
am, he woke up early, got up and went to 
do what G-d requested. The absence of any 
dialogue, of any questions, of challenge to 
G-d, of discussion with Sarah, of explanation 
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to Yitzchak is noticeable. 
This simplicity of language drives the mes-

sage of the simplicity of Avraham’s loyalty to 
G-d. For this terribly complex story is at its 
root quite simple. This simplicity is a Rosh 
Hashana theme. We live in a terribly com-
plicated world; we have many unanswered 
questions, theological questions, many chal-
lenges and confusion. 

But at some very deep and profound level 
we are simple in our devotion. Like the shofar 
– no words, just a simple call from way deep 
in our souls.

ALIYA 2.  They arrive at the place. 
The assistants stay back. Avra-
ham and Yitzchak walk, together. 

Yitzchak inquires as to where the offering 
is. Avraham responds that G-d will provide 
the offering. And they walk together.

They walk together. This togetherness is 
ironic – for Avraham knows he is to sacrifice 
Yitzchak, while Yitzchak does not. Or per-
haps he does. Maybe he really is together 
with Avraham, perhaps he too is being 
tested. Yitzchak’s test is his willingness to be 
sacrificed. And as the father of the Jewish 
people, he expresses the image of the Jew as 
a survivor; nearly destroyed, but surviving.

ALIYA 3.  Avraham builds the al-
tar, arranges the wood, places 
Yitzchak on the altar and takes 

the knife to slaughter his son. The angel in-
terrupts; instructing him not to slaughter 
his son, or do a thing, for now we know you 
would not withhold even your son from 
Me. Avraham sees the ram and offers it in 
place of his son. He calls the place “G-d will 
see, yireh” and it is called the mountain in 
which G-d is seen (Har Hamoriah).

What more can be said of this powerful and 

dramatic moment. The mountain is named. 
He sees. And He is seen. The story told Him 
a lot about Avraham. He saw Avraham not 
just profess faith, but be faithful. 

And the story tells us a lot about Him. What 
we see in Him is the mystery – why did He 
do this, and how little we know of His ways. 
But while his ways are inscrutable, His mercy 
and His faithfulness to us was clear to see. He 
saved Yitzchak and He saved Avraham from 
a treacherous moment. 

ALIYA 4.  The angel calls to Avra-
ham a second time. He is told that 
G-d swore that if Avraham did 

not withhold his child, that he and his chil-
dren would be blessed, would be a blessing 
and would be a great people.

This too is a Rosh Hashana theme. Rosh 
Hashana is the birthday of the creation of 
mankind; made in the image of G-d. Majestic, 
creative, a partner to the Divine. 

And the expression of blessing to the Jewish 
people is a further expression of the majesty 
of the Jewish people. Rosh Hashana is not 
only the majesty of G-d but the majesty of 
man. We are partners with the King. He 
reaches to us, creates us, chooses us, instructs 
us, blesses us. What a majestic mandate – the 
partners, the intimate partner of the King.

ALIYA 5. Avraham is told that his 
brother has a full family of de-
scendants including Rivka.

The next generation is now ready to pick 
up this great covenant and take its place in 
Jewish history. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

לדוד ה’ אורי וישעי ממי אירא )תהילים כז:א(
“A Psalm of David; G-d is my light and my salvation, of whom shall I be afraid?”
Why do we recite this Psalm during this period of the High Holidays?
The Menachem Tzion (Rabbi Menachem Mendel from Rimonov 1745-1815) quotes the Midrash 
(Vayikra Rabbah 21:4) that our Rabbis interpret this first phrase of the Psalm as referring to Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur. King David proclaimed that G-d was his beacon of light on Rosh Hashana 
and his source of salvation on Yom Kippur.
A parable used to illustrate this idea is one of a patient visiting his doctor because of painful symptoms. 
After a full battery of tests, the doctor can come to a focused prognosis of how to cure his patient. 
After this thorough and complete examination, the exact method of treatment can be determined. 
So too, on Rosh Hashana, we must go through an extensive internal search of our soul. We must 
identify correctly any character flaws we may have and its effect on our behavior. We beseech that 
G-d be our “light”- our guiding searchlight on Rosh Hashana to help us to evaluate our “illness” and 
our internal condition in this challenging self-examination.
Once completed, the proper route of treatment can be recommended to find the remedy, whether 
it may be the path of repentance, charity or prayer. These paths will allow us to better our actions 
enabling G-d to become our “salvation” granting forgiveness on Yom Kippur. We bequest the “light” 
of Rosh Hashana to give us insight while we are engulfed in darkness of transgression.
Ktiva V’achatima Tova

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E AL I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E AL I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.comc a l l  D a v i d  a t  0 5 4 - 4 3 3 - 2 6 21  
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שנה טובה!

שירבו זכויותינו כרימון
A year filled with mitzvot and

blessed with abundance.
A year of wise investments and
beautiful Ashkelon sea-views.

Our wishes for the new year.
ביחד ננצח!
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org

Rabbi Shalom 

ROSNER RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM MACHON LEV

RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER

The Meaning 
of the Shofar
The Gemara in Rosh Hashana teaches us 

the following: 
”אמר רבה, אמר הקב”ה אמרו לפני בר”ה מלכיות 
שתמליכוני  כדי   – מלכיות  ושופרות.  זכרונות 
עליכם, זכרונות – כדי שיבא לפני זכרונכם לטובה, 

ובמה – בשופר” )ראש השנה לד:(
Rabba said that the Holy One, Blessed be He, 

said: Recite before Me on Rosh HaShana King-
ship, Remembrances, and Shofarot. Kingship, 
so that you will crown Me as King over you; 
Remembrances, so that your remembrance 
will rise before Me for good. And with what? 
With the shofar. (Rosh Hashana 34b). 

On Rosh hashana we recite nine blessings 
in the amida prayer, with a section dedicated 
to malhiyot – where we declare God as the 
King of the universe. Another section is 
zikhronot , where we ask God to remember 

us favorably, including in the merit of our 
forefathers. The third section is shofarot in 
which we also blow the shofar either during 
the hazan’s repetition of the amida, or in 
some congregations even during the silent 
amida prayer. 

Why do we blow the shofar in the middle 
of the amida? We do not eat matza or shake 
a lulav during the amida prayer? We wait 
until hallel to do so. What is different about 
the shofar that we blow it in the middle of 
our amida? 
SHOFAR – REMINDER OF AKEIDA

The gemara in Rosh Hashana offers an 
explanation as to why specifically a shofar 
is blown. 
אַַיִִל?  ל  ֶ וֹֹׁשׁפָָר שֶׁ�  בְּ�ְ וֹֹּתּקְְעִִין  לָָמָָה  אֲֲבָָהּוּ:  י  רַַבִּ�ִ אָָמַַר 
ל אַַיִִל,  ֶ וֹֹׁשׁפָָר שֶׁ�  קְְעּוּ לְְפָָנַַי בְּ�ְ רּוּךְְ הּוּא: תִּ�ִ דוֹֹׁשׁ בָּ�ָ אָָמַַר הַַקָּ�ָ
ן אַַבְְרָָהָָם, מַַּוּעֲֲלֶֶה  וֹֹּכּר לָָכֶֶם עֲֲקֵֵידַַת יִִצְְחָָק בֶּ�ֶ אֶֶזְְ ֶ דֵֵי שֶׁ� כְּ�ְ
)ראש  לְְפָָנַַי.  עַַצְְמְְכֶֶם  ם  עֲֲקַַדְְתֶּ�ֶ ּוּּלּ  אִִי כְּ�ְ עֲֲלֵֵיכֶֶם  אֲֲנִִי 

השנה טז.(
Rabbi Abbahu said: Why does one sound a 

blast with a shofar made from a ram’s horn 
on Rosh HaShana? The Holy One, Blessed 
be He, said: Sound a blast before Me with a 
shofar made from a ram’s horn, so that I will 
remember for you the binding of Isaac, son of 
Abraham, in whose stead a ram was sacrificed, 
and I will ascribe it to you as if you had bound 
yourselves before Me. (Rosh Hashana 16a). 

The gemera explains that a shofar is blown 
on Rosh Hashana to remind Hashem of Akei-
dat Yitzhak, where a ram was sacrificed in 
his place and God will consider it as if we are 
willing to bind ourselves like Yitzhak. 

May the Torah learned  
from this issue be לעילוי נשמת  
our beloved husband, father,  

grandfather, and great-grandfather

אליקים גצל בן ר’ יוסף לידר ז”ל
GERRY LIEDER z”l
on his 5th yarhrzeit - ז’ תשרי

Lieder, Schecter, Taragin,
and Kaufman families
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TYPE OF SHOFAR 
The Mishna addresses which types of Sho-

fars are permissible to use on Rosh Hashana. 
נֵֵי  ְ מִִפְּ�  — רָָה  ָ פָּ� ל  ֶ � מִִשֶּׁ� ּוּחץ  רִִים,  ֵ שֵׁ� כְּ�ְ וֹֹׁפָָרוֹֹת   הַַשּׁ� ל  כָּ�ָ

הּוּא קֶֶרֶֶן…)ראש השנה כו.( ֶ שֶׁ�
All shofarot are fit for blowing except for the 

horn of a cow, because it is a horn [keren] and 
not a shofar.(Rosh Hashana 26a). 

The Mishna concludes that one may not 
use a shofar of a cow because it is considered 
a keren (horn) rather than a shofar. What is 
more intriguing is the reason later offered by 
the gemara. Just as the kohen gadol is pro-
hibited from entering into Kodesh Kodashim 
on Yom Kippur with his golden garments 
(Hoshen and Tzitz) so as not to remind God 
of the transgression of the golden calf, so too, 
we do not use the shofar of a cow so as not 
to remined God of the transgression with a 
golden calf. This follows the principal of אין 
 the prosecuting attorney – קטיגור נעשה סניגור
cannot also serve as the defending attorney. 
If that is the case, the gemara inquires, then 
why would the kohen gadol be permitted to 
adorn himself with garments of gold ever? 
The gemara suggests that outside the kodesh 
kodashim there is less concern. This begs the 
question- shofar is blown outside of kodesh 
kodashim so why is the use of a shofar of 
a cow prohibited? The gemara answers, כיון 
 since the purpose – דלזכרון הוא- כבפנים דמי
of the shofar is to serve as a reminder, it is 
viewed as if the shofar is being blown in the 
kodesh kodashim! We need to better under-
stand the significance of that statement.
SHOFAR AND WALLS OF JERICO

In Sefer Yehoshua (chapter 6) when Am 
Yisrael conquered Jerico, they initially break 
through the certified outer walls of the city 
through blowing shofarot. As they blow the 

shofar, the walls of the city come tumbling 
down. What is so powerful about the sound-
ing of the shofar that it crumbles stones? 
SHOFAR – FORM OF PRAYER

Rav Soloveitchik explains that a shofar is 
not merely an action that is performed, or 
as the Rav describes- it is not just a ma’ase 
mitzvah, shofar has another function. Shofar 
is a form of tefilla (prayer). It is a prayer with-
out words. That is the power of the shofar in 
Jerico. That is why we blow the shofar during 
the amida (or repetition thereof), since shofar 

usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899
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itself is a form of tefilla. 
In Mussaf on Rosh Hashana there is a 

blessing that we conclude as follows: 
ואין  תרועה,  ומאזין  שופר,  קול  שומע  אתה  כי 
עמו  תרועת  קול  שומע  ה,  אתה  ברוך  לך,  דומה 

ישראל ברחמים. 
You hear the sound of the shofar, and listen 

to the teruah, and there is no one like you. 
Blessed is Hashem, who hears the sound of 
the teruah of the nation of Israel with mercy. 

Essentially, we are stating that God hears 
and understands our sounding of the shofar. 
We don’t include such a statement after we 
shake a lulav – that God understands why we 
are shaking a lulav. Shofar is distinguished in 
that it s a form of silent prayer, that is heard 
and understood only by Hashem. 

The gemara in Rosh Hashana (26b) distin-
guishes between the shape of a shofar that 
is used on the Yamim Noraim as opposed to 
what is used throughout the year. The sho-
far used on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur 
should be bent, while the rest of the year it 
can be straight. Rashi explains that on Rosh 
Hashana the shofar is bent because it mir-
rors the way in which we daven. In other 
words, the shofar is a form of prayer. 

The Rambam in Hilkhot Ta’anit (1:1) states: 
מצות עשה מן התורה לזעוק ולהריע בחצוצרות 

על כל צרה שתבא על הצבור

It is a Biblical imperative to scream out and 
shout using horns when the congregation is 
confronted with tragedy. 

The Rambam asserts that one is obligated 
to call out to Hashem when tragedy strikes, 
not only using one’s voice, but through the 
utilization of a shofar (horns). This highlights 
that the shofar is a form of prayer. 

In Hilkhot Tefilla (4:17) the Rambam 
declares as follows:
כיצד הוא הכוונה שיפנה את לבו מכל המחשבות 

ויראה עצמו כאלו הוא עומד לפני השכינה
When one prays, he should clear his heart 

from other thoughts and view himself as if 
he is standing before the Almighty. 

Essentially, the Rambam is teaching us 
that when we pray we are to view ourselves 
standing before God -which would place 
us in Kodesh Hakodashim. That is why, as 
was stated earlier, shofar blown anywhere 
is considered as if it was blown in kodesh 
hakodashim, because it is a form of prayer 
which takes us to that intimate setting before 
God. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
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In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
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Soulful 
Shofarot

The Mussaf tefilah of Rosh Hashana is one 
of the most intensified Shemone Esrei ser-
vices of the year. The three major sections, 
Malchuyot, Zichronot and Shofarot reflect the 
essential motifs of the day. In each section we 
recite thirty Scriptural verses that relate to 
and encapsulate the import of each theme. 
As we recite verse after verse, we may feel 
challenged to connect to each one; we know 
that the words are powerful in meaning yet 
it can be difficult to integrate and relate to the 
tefilah on a personal level.

Rav Wolfson zt”l explains that these verses 
signify a creative power. As the world was 
created with ten ma’amarot, ten sayings, our 
ten verses here correspond to and evoke this 
process. Each verse, introduced with the word 
“vene’emar – as it is said,” builds a stronger 
world with all ten Divine middot in the realms 
of Kingship, Remembrances, and Shofar blasts. 
It is helpful to learn the deeper significance 
of each verse and the messages they convey 
so we can infuse our prayer with purpose.

Rav Eliezer Meizlish in his work “Imru 
Lefanai Malchuyot,” discusses some of the 
mindsets we can have to direct our thoughts 
and capitalize on this tremendous storehouse 
of energy. Let us take two examples from the 
Shofarot section to help enhance our kavanah 

on Rosh Hashanah.
The first of the three verses from the Ketu-

vim declares, “Alah Elokim b’truah, Hashem 
b’kol shofar – Elokim has ascended with the 
blast; Hashem with the sound of the shofar!” 
(Tehillim 47:6) Rav Meizlish notes that we are 
highlighting the shift from Elokim to Hashem. 
In our minds we are asking Hashem, invoking 
His attribute of mercy, to allow us to feel the 
kindness, to mercifully saturate our lives with 
sweetness and allow us to see revealed good-
ness within the harsh decrees and challenges, 
represented by the name Elokim that indicates 
strict judgement. Further, we offer our broken 
hearts and limited good deeds, represented by 
the broken sound of teruah, in the hope that 
it may be accepted with mercy by Hashem. 

Rav Elimelech Biderman in Be’er Hachayim 
focuses on the second part of verse, pointing 
out that we are saying, “Hashem Himself is 
blowing the kol shofar.” Rosh Hashana, the 
anniversary of man’s creation, is the day 
Hashem blew a Divine breath of life into 
Adam’s nostrils. It is the day to imagine 
Hashem doing the same with each of us, 
breathing into us new life, creating us anew as 
we hear the ‘kol shofar.’ We can say this verse 
with the thought that Hashem is repairing all 
our defects and giving us a fresh start.

Next, we declare, “Bechatzotzrot vekol shofar 
hari’u l’fnei Hamelech Hashem – With trumpets 
and the sound of the shofar, call out before 
Hashem the King!” (Tehillim 98:6) Rav Meizlish 
suggests that we direct our thoughts to appeal 
to Hashem as we sound the shofar to coronate 



OU ISRAEL CENTER 19

our King, to express our wish for Hashem 
to reveal his Majestic Presence by giving us 
salvation in all our personal and national 
needs. Most importantly, “Teka beshofar gadol 
lecheiruteinu - Sound the great shofar for our 
freedom!” We desire nothing more than for 
Hashem to bring the ultimate redemption and 
reveal to the world His supreme Majesty and 
Sovereignty, Amen! 
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PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture
EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat & replace with
much stronger wood 
LEG TIPS - For quieter chairs (your downstairs neighbor will thank you)
CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT & all of your other furniture repairs

WISHING ALL OF OUR PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE CUSTOMERS A
SHANA TOVA

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
For Sale: Great New Building under 
construction in Talpiot: 3-5 rooms.  
Starting at 2.47m NIS.
For rent on Derech Chevron by the First 
Station: 3 rooms, 60m, ground floor, garden, 
high ceilings, quiet, 6270NIS/month.
For Rent in Katamon: 30m studio on  
Bustani street, ground floor, small garden,  
for independent people over 55, 3500NIS/
month incl va'ad, hot water and heat.
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

simchat shmuel

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
PROGRAM DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL CENTER

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

There is an interesting teaching about the 
essence of Rosh HaShana from the Sefat Emet, 
Rebbe Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter, zt’l, the Gerrer 
Rebbe zy’a . The Rebbe wrote:

“The essence of Rosh Hashana is tefila. 
There are four mitzvot which form our daily 
routine; the recitation of the Shema, the wearing 
of tefillin, the donning of tzitzit , and tefila . It is 
written in many holy works that these four mitz-
vot correspond to the four letter Divine name. 
Also, the various holidays each parallel one of 
these four mitzvot. Pesach is representative of 
the tefillin which we bind to our arm, recall-
ing the “outstretched arm” that redeemed us 
from Egypt; Shavuot is linked to the recitation 
of the Shema, which includes the passage: ‘I 
have instructed you on this day’ (recalling the 
giving of the Torah at Sinai); Sukkot recalls the 
mitzvah of tzitzit, as the Sukkah, much like the 
tzitzit garment, represents being enveloped by 
Divine protection. The days of Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur are in essence all about 
tefila…”

 The Sefat Emet suggests that there are four 
common daily rituals that are each symbol-
ically paralleled by the essence and nature 
of one of our four Biblical Holiday periods. 
One might infer that the Rebbe is suggesting 

that the extra spiritual fervor, inspiration and 
joy that are often easier for us to experience 
during each of our festivals, should somehow 
inspire us and help us to experience its par-
allel daily ritual, and really all of our daily 
conduct, in a more meaningful, and spiritually 
conscious way. 

Given that we are on the eve of Rosh 
Hashana, let us explore further the parallel 
daily mitzvah of tefila, which the Sefat Emet 
viewed as the essence of the entire ten day 
period between Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur. Let’s begin to clarify just how much 
transformative potential exists within the 
experience of tefila in its purest form.

HaRav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohein 
Kook, zt’l spoke the following words in a 
public discourse on prayer (As cited in the 
work Mishnat HaRav, pg 72…):

“ The difference between an individual who 
prays and one who does not pray, is not that 
one sets aside time each day to pray and the 
second does not set aside time for this purpose. 
Rather, there is a profound fundamental dif-
ference. The quality of life of each of these two 
is completely different! That time set aside for 
prayer, makes a profound impact on the entire 
day.”

According to Rav Kook zy’a , tefila is much 
more than taking time out of our day to recite 
some Hebrew words as quickly as we pos-
sibly can, and tefila is much more than an 
opportunity to make requests, or plead our 
case before Hakodosh Baruch Hu, as so many 
people envision as the prime objective of our 

Mazal tov to  
Rabbanit Leah & Rabbi Avi Herzog  

on the engagement of their  
daughter Eliana to Yotam Dror

Mazal Tov to  
Sharon & Roi Blumberg and 
family on the Bat Mitzvah of 

their daughter, Moriah
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high holiday prayer, and prayer in general. 
According to Rav Kook, the experience of tefila 
somehow has the capacity to transform our 
entire outlook, our entire daily routine, our 
entire quality of life.

RavYosef Dov HaLevi Soloveitchik zt’l 
wrote that many perceive prayer as a con-
versation, a dialogue with the Divine. Rabbi 
Soloveitchik suggests that tefila is much more 
than a conversation, or a dialogue between 
acquaintances. Tefila, said Rabbi Soloveitchik 
should be experienced as though we have 
come so close to the Divine within each of us 
that we feel the collision, of colliding with G-d’s 
presence. Tefila is not a random discussion 
between two distant acquaintances, rather 
the most intimate of conversations between 
man and Hashem.

How are we to understand the words of 
Rav Kook and Rav Soloveitchik within the 
context of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur? 
If the goal of tefila is not to petition or make 
any requests, rather to enter into a pure, 
loving, intimate discourse with G-d; and as 
the Sefat Emet suggests the very essence of 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur is tefila, how 
are we to make sense of the many liturgical 
references to forgiveness, mercy, compassion, 
and judgment? It seems quite clear from much 
of the traditional liturgy, that indeed we have 
gathered to make many, many pleas, both 
personal and communal.

There is a well known verse from Psalm 118 
(verse 5), that is recited as part of the  Hallel 
which we recite on Rosh Chodesh (beginning 
of each month) and Festivals, which is also 
one of the many verses recited immediately 
before the Shofar is sounded on Rosh Hashana.

“From the depths I called out to G-d, with 
Divine relief he answered me…”

Rabbi Klonymus Kalmish Shapira Hy’’d, 
the Rebbe of Piascezna zy’a, in his incredibly 
moving collection of sermons on the Torah and 
Holidays - Aish Kodesh wrote the following 
words regarding this verse:

“For people like us, especially in such terrible, 
bitter anguish, it is impossible not to cry out and 
pray to G-d, even on Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur, about our pain and suffering. This in 
itself is a source of distress, and our soul cries 
out bitterly that even during such holy days as 
these we are reduced to praying ‘Give us life! 
Give us food!’ instead of loftier, altruistic prayers 
for the needs and sake of heaven…

…This is the meaning of the verse ‘From the 
depths I called out to Hashem, with Divine 
relief he answered me.’ At present, I am calling 
from the depths of my pain, but please Hashem, 
respond with divine relief, so that I am able 
to pray from comfort and plenitude, so that I 
can pray properly, unselfishly, for the sake of 
expressing our closeness to the Ribono Shel 
Olam.”

The Rebbe, from the depths of the Warsaw 
Ghetto, where he ministered to so many 
amidst the devastation, is teaching us a very 
profound idea regarding the experience of 
Tefila. Tefila, as it is most often experienced 
by man in our human frailty, is often very self 
centered- either out of a sense of obligation, or 
as an outgrowth and response to a personal 
need or challenging circumstance. But tefila, 
prayer in its purest form, says the  Rebbe, and 
echoed by the words of Rav Soloveitchik, is 
the experience of calling out to Hashem, not 
from the depths of despair and pain, but 
rather from a space of comfort, heightened 
spiritual consciousness and love.

Perhaps, now we can better understand 
the words of the Sefat Emet, “the days of Rosh 
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Hashana and Yom Kippur are in essence all 
about tefila…”

This year, perhaps more so than any year 
in recent memory, we approach these days of 
Rosh HaShana after many months of uncer-
tainty and anguish filled tefila. 

May we indeed be blessed to daven this Rosh 
HaShana not solely from that place of pain 
and concern that has become all too familiar 
to each of us, but rather may we finally merit 
to once again not feel that need to plead for 
salvation, but rather have the ability to offer 
tefilot of hakarat hatov, nechama and love.

Shana Tova Umetuka, Ketiva Vchatima Tova. 

A Parisian experience
Introducing Landwer Rehavia

at the heart of Jerusalem

Ben-Maimon St 1
Mehadrin Kosher

Jerusalem Rabbinate

Follow us
on Instagram
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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NO-OBLIGATION, FREE CONSULTATIONS!

CONTACT OUR BROKERS!

052-371-1871
ASIEGEL@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

DAVI KATZ
054-333-0039

DKATZ@
MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

058-532-5012
ASTRICKOFF@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

YITZCHAK WAGNER
053-722-8001
YWAGNER@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

+
+

HELPING YOU PURCHASE YOUR HOME IN ISRAEL

**FOR RENT! RECHAVIA 9
BEDROOMS 4 LEVELS HOUSE.
Experience luxury in Rechavia with this
exquisite 400 m² house featuring 9
bedrooms, 7 bathrooms, and a private
rooftop with an open pool. Enjoy
seamless access with private elevator
and a state-of-the-art kitchen equipped
for a chef. 
Elegant interiors and top-of-the-line
furnishings make this home move-in
ready. Additional perks include
underground parking for two cars and a
storage room. 
Rent for $20,000/month with a
minimum one-year lease. Contact us for
a private video tour.

Ruth Abrahami - 054-8070677 02-5638221
 www.zimuki.com
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שנה טובה
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Thursday, October 10, 2024, 8 Tishrei 5785 
Doors open at: 5:30 PM Israel Time
Ceremony Begins: 6:00 PM Israel Time 
(11:00 AM NY Time)
Watch the ceremony live online.

www.AriFuld.org/Award2024/

ובמקום שאין אנשים השתדל להיות איש
In a place where there are no men, strive to be a man.

פרקי אבות-משנה ב, פרק ה

Pirkei Avot - Mishna 2, Chapter 5

On the 6th Yahrzeit Of ari fuld z"l

the ari fuld PrOject  
will be honoring Ari's memory  

and continuing his projects and legacy.
 

The Lion of Zion Award is given annually to worthy Zionist 
activists who exemplify the values and ideals that Ari lived and 

promoted: Love for the Torah, combined with building, defending 
and protecting the Land and People of Israel.

 
This year, The Ari Fuld Project will be honoring dozens of 

incredible people who helped us support our IDF soldiers and 
displaced Israelis.

 
If there's anyone that exemplified Ari's teachings this past year, 

it is certainly these worthy recipients.

Ceremony Schedule:
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GEULAS YISRAEL

BY RABBI MOSHE 
TARAGIN

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
RAM, YESHIVAT HAR ETZION

The text and syntax of tefilla are unchange-
able. These timeless words, hewn from Tanach, 
forged by Chazal and imbued with elegance 
and gravitas by our masorah, carry enduring 
significance, spanning countless generations.” 
Yet, the emotions that pulse through our 
prayers are constantly evolving, reflecting the 
dramatic shifts and deep transitions that shape 
our lives. This year, as we traverse a landscape 
of complex emotions, certain pesukim and 
verses from our tefilla resonate with deeper 
and more profound meanings than we have 
ever known.

October 7th altered everything. It redefined 
Jewish identity, reshaped our sense of Jewish 
peoplehood, and transformed our relationship 
with our homeland. On this sacred day of awe 
and prayer, this transformative event and our 
national tragedy must infuse our tefillot.

Here are 10 pesukim or parts of Rosh 
Hashanah tefilla which resonate with new 
significance in the wake of October 7th. Let 
your tefillot rise from the shared sorrow of our 
people, whose spirits were fractured on that 
fateful day. Only Hashem’s light can heal our 
broken hearts and bring solace to our wounds.
1.HESTER PANIM

The quintessential pasuk of Rosh Hashanah
תקעו בשופר גדול בכסה ליום חגינו

literally translates to “Blow the great shofar 
on the new moon, on the day of our festival.” 
Chazal though, associated the word “keseh” 
with the similar word of “kisu,” which means 
something which is hidden. Rosh Hashanah 
is, in many ways, a concealed chag. The Rosh 
Chodesh elements of this day are subdued, and 
even the divine presence of Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu which is central to Yom Hadin remains con-
cealed from most of humanity. By being judged, 
every person inadvertently, involuntarily, and 
unknowingly submits to divine authority. But 
they are unaware. On Rosh Hashanah, we strive 
to unveil hidden truths, and to illuminate the 
shrouded presence of Hashem.

Unfortunately, during this past year His 
presence has often been severely obscured. 
On October 7th, we endured twelve hours of 
traumatic hester panim, a period during which 
divine intervention felt starkly absent. In the 
time since, we have encountered a more mod-
erate period of hester panim, yet the shadow of 
concealment lingers. Rosh Hashanah is a day 
to unveil the hidden authority of Hashem, and 
this year, our longing for His revelation of גילוי 
 .resonates with more pressing urgency שכינה
After a year of seemingly endless “kesseh” or 
incomprehensibility, we yearn for “giluy” or 
revelation. 

 A Post-October 7th  
Rosh Hashanah Machzor 
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הופע בהדר גאון עזך על כל יושבי תבל ארךצ 
2.RESTORE OUR HONOR 

My Rebbe, Rav Amital, recounted davening 
on Rosh Hashanah during the Holocaust in a 
charred cellar. Few had machzorim, as they 
recited prayers by heart in cloaked darkness. 
As they recited the prayer that Hashem deliver 
glory to His people

ובכן תן כבוד ה’ לעמך
some began to laugh and cry at what seemed 

a preposterous dream. Our people had been 
hunted like animals, murdered in cold blood! 
What possible honor could be endowed to this 
sunken nation? The survivors could not possi-
bly imagine that, over the next eighty years, the 
kavod of the Jewish people would steadily rise, 
transforming despair into resilience and honor. 

Yet here we stand once again, mocked and 
scorned, accused of baseless and malevolent 
activities. Once more, our glory has been tar-
nished. We plead to Hashem to restore honor 
to His people and to bring hope to all who seek 
Him. 

The continuation of this section of ובכן תן 
 begs Hashem to deliver joy to His Land כבוד
and happiness to His cities: 

 שמחה לארציך וששון לעירך 
This past year, as our people have endured 

immense suffering, our cities have faced 
relentless attacks. In Europe, Jews were 
assaulted, but on October 7th, Jewish com-
munities were ravaged, and Israeli cities fell 
under the shadow of missiles. Entire com-
munities were traumatized by murder and 
hostage-taking, while others faced and con-
tinue to endure widespread displacement and 
dislocation. There is little joy in many cities in 
Israel. We implore Hashem not only to restore 
our national glory but also to bring serenity 
and peace back to our cities.

3.BANISH EVIL 
In the section of tefillah known a ובכן צדיקים 

we visualize the righteous people celebrating 
Hashem, while fervently praying for the erad-
ication of evil from our world.
וכל הרשעה כולה כעשן תכלה, כי תעביר ממשלת 

זדון מן הארץ 
In the past, we prayed to Hashem to remove 

forces of evil which we imagined as poised to 
attack our people and to threaten humanity. 
Sadly, this year those forces of death and mur-
der unleashed their anger and violence upon 
us, and, of course, against all of humanity. They 
attack the Jews, but they murder humanity.

This year the infernal subjects of our prayers- 
the wicked governments and rulers-are not 
difficult to decipher or to identify. We pray 
that Hashem swiftly eradicates the evil nations, 
organizations, and armies that terrorize our 
people and assault our homeland. With Hash-
em’s help we have begun this project, but we 
implore Him to completely cleanse this world of 
those who have forfeited their right to inhabit it.

This tefilla not only calls for the removal of 
wicked governments, or the “memshelet zadon”, 
but also seeks the eradication of “risha” —the 
pervasive evil that sabotages humanity. Unfor-
tunately, we have witnessed the alarming rise 
of societal risha, not only from governments but 
from opportunists who exploit this conflict to 
unleash their antisemitic hatred and violence 
against us. We implore Hashem to eliminate not 
only tyrants and corrupt regimes but also, to 
reverse the insidious risha which has distorted 
truth and perverted morality.
 4. HEAVENLY THUNDERCRACKS 

Rosh Hashanah is a deeply auditory expe-
rience, filled with sounds that resonate with 
 The shofar blasts remind us .מלכות שמים
of the deafening moments in history when 
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Hashem’s presence was manifest. From the 
rushing waters of Creation to the thunderous 
lightning at Matan Torah, from the sweet notes 
of the shofar which fluttered through the Beit 
HaMikdash to the thunderclaps which will 
signal the end of days—these powerful sounds 
convey Hashem’s dominion.

Yet, on October 7th, these sounds were haunt-
ingly distorted, reverberating with violence 
and blasphemy. The vile cacophony of bombs, 
missiles and blasphemous and bloody shouts 
of Allahu Akbar filled the heavens with the 
desecration of Hashem’s name. Thunderous 
heavenly sounds, meant to affirm Hashem’s 
authority, became twisted by heresy and hatred.

On Rosh Hashanah, as we recall the sacred 
sounds heralding the arrival of the Shechinah, 
we ask Hashem to renew these divine echoes 
and amplify their heavenly proclamation of 
His authority. 
5. INSTANT MEMORY 

When recalling the covenant of Yitzchak, 
the Torah doesn’t employ the term zechirah 
(remembrance) as it does for Avraham and 
Yaakov. 
וזכרתי את בריתי יעקב ואת את בריתי יחצק ואף 

את בריתי אברהם אזכור 
Chazal explain, that since Yitzchak was 

prepared to be sacrificed, his ashes are “per-
petually assembled” upon the mizbei’ach of Har 
Hamoriah. They are so immediate and vivid 
that they require no special “act” of remem-
brance or zechirah. It is as if Hashem looks 
directly below and instantly recalls Yitzchak’s 
sacrifice and courage.

If Hashem remembers the bravery of a single 
soul who was nearly sacrificed, and responds 
to his virtual akeidah ashes, how much more 
should He remember the countless lives tragi-
cally consumed in flames on that dark day, and 

the remains which were rendered unrecogniz-
able. What of the ashes of millions of His people 
denied a dignified burial in the killing fields of 
Europe? How can a 21st-century Jew recite this 
pasuk without trembling, without appealing to 
Hashem to acknowledge our mesirut nefesh? 
As history unfolds, so do our tefillot. While the 
words remain unchanged, their meanings 
deepen, enriched with new layers.
6.OUR SONS, HIS SON

At a deeply passionate moment in the Mussaf 
prayer, we remind Hashem that we are not 
merely His subjects, but are also His beloved 
child: 

הבן יקיר לי אפרים אם ילד שעשועים 
We all recognize the depth and intensity of 

the love we feel toward our children, and by 
citing this pasuk we yearn for Hashem to see 
us through that same lens of parental affection. 
Tragically, this past year, we have lost too many 
sons and daughters. We stood by their graves, 
enveloped by the agonizing cries of parents, 
each cry, a wail of deep loss and agonizing 
heartbreak. 

On Rosh Hashanah recall this love and chan-
nel it: the love we felt toward our children and 
our students who protected us and defended 
us with their lives. Ask Hashem to mirror that 
love, to look upon His children as we do ours, 
with infinite compassion and affection.
7. INNER SHEEP 

The Mishnah in Rosh Hashanah portrays all 
of Hashem’s subjects appearing before Him 
as “bnei marom.” One interpretation of the 
Gemara for bnei marom —the one adopted 
by U’Netaneh Tokef—is that we appear before 
Him like sheep. Sheep are utterly helpless, at 
the mercy of their shepherd, unable to turn 
right or left, and defenseless.

This year has deepened our gratitude for the 
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OU Press is honored to partner 
with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his 
new volume in Hebrew regarding 
the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch 
Hahastara). This remarkable book is 
also available in English, “Dark Clouds 
Above, Faith Below”

Rabbi Taragin’s newest sefer entitled 
“Reclaiming Redemption Deciphering 
the Maze of Jewish History (Mosaica)” 
is now available at: 
www.reclaimingredemption.com 
and in bookstores.

privilege of having a Jewish army to protect us. 
While October 7th was not the first pogrom in 
our history, it marked the first pogrom followed 
by a war. Yet, even amidst our courageous 
efforts to defend our Land and people, we 
often contend with a disheartening sense of 
helplessness, acutely aware of our reliance on 
our Shepherd to protect and guide us through 
this darkness. Tap into that inner vulnerability. 
This year we know too well how to feel helpless 
as a sheep
8.RELEASE THEM 

The first pasuk of Zichronot doesn’t take us 
back to any grand moment of Jewish history. 
Instead, we ask Hashem to have mercy on 
us, just as He had mercy on the animals in 
Noach’s teivah. These animals had no merits, 
no covenants. They were merely creatures, 
sequestered in a dark, sweaty, and putrid ark 
for twelve months, with little light, air, or food. 
Hashem’s mercy was bestowed upon them 
simply because they were His creations who 
were suffering intolerable conditions.

A hundred hostages—our own people, our 
own children and brothers and sisters—are 
now enduring conditions far worse than the 
animals aboard the teivah. Who can unsee the 
horrifying images of the airless, oxygen-de-
prived tunnels in which they are confined? 
We plead: Hashem, release them from their 
imprisonment, just as You released Your crea-
tures from the confines of the teivah. Show 
them that same mercy.
9. RELEASE US 

The shofar begins with a pasuk which 
implores Hashem to release from confinement. 

מן המיצר קראתי ק-ה ענני במרחביה
We all feel cornered, just as our ancestors 

did at the Yam Suf, surrounded by enemies 
who seek only to erase us from the map. The 

physical shape of the shofar reflects our plea: 
sound enters through a narrow, constricted 
opening and emerges from a broad, wide 
exit. We ask Hashem to expand our situation, 
to open up spaces of relief, and to free us from 
being cornered and trapped.
10. THEY WILL KNOW 

And finally, we return to the central theme 
woven throughout our tefillot: our hope for the 
day we yearn for, a day hinted at every Rosh 
Hashanah—a day when the entire world rec-
ognizes His presence and embraces His will.
וידע כל פעול כי אתה פעלתו, ויבין כל יצור כי אתה 
יצרתו, ויאמר כל אשר נשמה באפו ה’ אלקי ישראל 

מלך ומלכותו בכל משלה
One day, Hashem’s presence will be unde-

niable, a force uniting the world. Only His 
presence can guide humanity to transcend 
hatred, ego, and selfishness.
ויעשו כולם אגודה אחת לעשות רצונך בלבב שלם

Only through Hashem’s presence can the 
humanity coalesce into an “אגודה אחת,” a unity 
born of shared purpose, common interest. Pray 
that Hashem reveals Himself to an injured 
world, that His light replaces evil and murder 
with spirit and morality, and that he renews 
His great love For His chosen people.

Ketiva Ve’chatima Tovah 
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Even though we already concluded 
our study of Birchat HaMazon in the 
last article, I recently came across 

a remarkable story about bentching that I 
thought would be important to share with 
you. The story illustrates a beautiful point 
brought down by the Sefer HaChinuch. The 
Sefer HaChinuch writes –
“כל הזהיר בברכת  המזון, מזונותיו מצויין לו בכבוד כל ימיו”

Anyone who is careful with their Bentch-
ing, his livelihood will be provide for him with 
respect all of his days 

We spent a lot of time in our Birchat 
Hamazon series discussing the meaning 
and significance of all of the Brachot of the 
Bentching. But beyond understanding the 
deeper meanings, we also need to make 
sure to be זהיר with our bentching, to be care-
ful  how we recite the Bentching, the respect 
we give to it, and the way we concentrate 
and focus. If we do our bentching right, we 
are told that Hashem will reward us with a 
good livelihood.

This story is told by Rabbi Yoel Gold and 
has a profound message for us in our own 
bentching. 

Two years ago, after the tragedy in Meron, a 
man named Chaim Ginz decided to try and be 
menachem avel  as many of the victims’ fami-
lies as possible. The first family he visited was 
the Zacbach family in Bnei Brak, who were 
mourning their 24 year old son, Menachem 
Asher. At the shiva house, the family gave out 
bentchers with the inscription – “The last will/

request (צוואה) of Menachem Asher is to bentch 
out of a bentcher”. The family explained that 
at the age of 16, Menachem Asher had taken 
on the practice of always bentching from a 
bentcher and never reciting the bentching 
by heart. He took this commitment very seri-
ously and would never wash and eat bread 
unless he was absolutely sure there was a 
bentcher available in the vicinity. Chaim Ginz 
heard this and decided to take on this prac-
tice as well, l’iluy nishmat this young man.

About a month later, Chaim was feeling 
pretty stuck. He was having trouble making 
a living. He was a Sofer and he had just com-
pleted a project and was unable to find any 
more work. Day after day, he would show 
prospective clients samples of his work but 
they just kept turning him away. He was 
feeling very rejected and depressed. One 
day, he was in a special apartment in Bnei 
Brak which sofrim use as a place to do their 
work. He had something to eat and was 
ready to bentch. He didn’t have a bentcher 
on him so he was about to bentch by heart. 
But he remembered his commitment and 
began to search the apartment from top 
to bottom. Finally, after many minutes, he 
located a bentcher hidden under a stack of 
papers on the top of a bookshelf. He noticed 
that the bentcher was written in כתב אשורית, 
the font used by sofrim. He admired the 
beauty of the writing and after bentching, 
he decided to use the bentcher to help him 
with his own writing. For three hours, he 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

As we approach Rosh Hashanah, it’s essen-
tial to dedicate time to prepare for the critical 
experience ahead. Just as one would meticu-
lously prepare for an important meeting or 
court case, we should similarly invest time 
in going through the davening and thinking 
about what we are about to say.

In this article, we will focus on the Rosh 
Hashana Mussaf Shemoneh Esrei and specifi-
cally on the section of Malchuyot. The Mussaf 
is split into three themes, and these core ideas 
are really the central themes of the entire 
holiday of Rosh Hashana. These ideas are:

Malchuyot - Hashem’s sovereignty and 
Oneness

Zichronot - Hashem’s supervision over 
every detail of the world

Shofrot - Hashem’s revelation
The structure of the Shemoneh Esrei is 

very organized. In each section, we begin 
by proclaiming that we believe in the idea 
itself. We then prove that the concept is valid 
by quoting nine pesukim from Tanach that 
state that the idea is true. We end with a 
final pasuk from the Torah which is used 
as a springboard to make a request from 
Hashem that the idea soon be recognized 
by the entire world.

In the first section of Malchuyot, we actively 

crown Hashem as King, affirming our belief 
in His sovereignty and Oneness. While this is 
undeniably significant, one might expect the 
focus of our prayers to center on Teshuvah, 
especially during this critical period. After all, 
Rosh Hashanah falls amidst the intense days 
of repentance, a time when our decrees for 
the new year are being inscribed/ Yet, curi-
ously, we find no Viduy, no explicit mention 
of sins, and minimal emphasis on Teshuva. 
This absence can seem confusing at first 
glance. Why, during such a pivotal moment, 
do we not engage more directly in Teshuva?

The question can be answered with the 
following Mashal - 

Imagine a swamp teeming with mosquitoes. 
One could try to kill each mosquito individu-
ally, but a far more efficient solution would be 
to address the root of the problem by drying 
up the swamp. The same principle applies to 
Teshuvah. While it’s possible to comb through 
each sin and attempt to uproot them one by 
one, a more effective approach is to focus on 
the core issue - awareness of Hashem and His 
sovereignty in this world. If we would truly 
remember and believe at every moment 
that Hashem is present and ruling over us, 
there would be no room for sin in our lives. 
The Rama emphasizes this idea right at the 

The Malchuyot Section  
of Rosh Hashana Mussaf



OU ISRAEL CENTER 31

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL SHABBOS
BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
DIRECTOR OF OU ISRAEL L'AYLA WOMEN'S INITIATIVE

70     TORAH TIDBITS 1507 /  TETZAVEH - PRE-PURIM 5783

Even though we already concluded 
our study of Birchat HaMazon in the 
last article, I recently came across 

a remarkable story about bentching that I 
thought would be important to share with 
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deeper meanings, we also need to make 
sure to be זהיר with our bentching, to be care-
ful  how we recite the Bentching, the respect 
we give to it, and the way we concentrate 
and focus. If we do our bentching right, we 
are told that Hashem will reward us with a 
good livelihood.

This story is told by Rabbi Yoel Gold and 
has a profound message for us in our own 
bentching. 

Two years ago, after the tragedy in Meron, a 
man named Chaim Ginz decided to try and be 
menachem avel  as many of the victims’ fami-
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Asher. At the shiva house, the family gave out 
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out of a bentcher”. The family explained that 
at the age of 16, Menachem Asher had taken 
on the practice of always bentching from a 
bentcher and never reciting the bentching 
by heart. He took this commitment very seri-
ously and would never wash and eat bread 
unless he was absolutely sure there was a 
bentcher available in the vicinity. Chaim Ginz 
heard this and decided to take on this prac-
tice as well, l’iluy nishmat this young man.

About a month later, Chaim was feeling 
pretty stuck. He was having trouble making 
a living. He was a Sofer and he had just com-
pleted a project and was unable to find any 
more work. Day after day, he would show 
prospective clients samples of his work but 
they just kept turning him away. He was 
feeling very rejected and depressed. One 
day, he was in a special apartment in Bnei 
Brak which sofrim use as a place to do their 
work. He had something to eat and was 
ready to bentch. He didn’t have a bentcher 
on him so he was about to bentch by heart. 
But he remembered his commitment and 
began to search the apartment from top 
to bottom. Finally, after many minutes, he 
located a bentcher hidden under a stack of 
papers on the top of a bookshelf. He noticed 
that the bentcher was written in כתב אשורית, 
the font used by sofrim. He admired the 
beauty of the writing and after bentching, 
he decided to use the bentcher to help him 
with his own writing. For three hours, he 
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beginning of the Shulchan Aruch with the 
phrase: “מִִיד י תָּ�ָ וִִׁשׁיתִִי ה’ לְְנֶֶגְְדִּ�ִ ” (I place Hashem 
before me always). If we internalized the 
awareness that Hashem is watching us at all 
times, we would act completely differently.

We see from here that Malchuyot, crowning 
Hashem, is actually the first step of Teshuva. 
But what does it actually mean to crown 
Hashem as king? What does it truly mean 
to crown Hashem as King? After all, He is 
already the ruler of the universe, the Creator 
of all that exists, and the One who controls 
every detail of our lives. So, why is it neces-
sary for us to actively crown Him as King? 

The chidush is that on Rosh Hashanah, we 
are not just acknowledging Hashem as King; 
we are crowning Him over ourselves. Intel-
lectually, we may understand that Hashem 
is sovereign, but do we truly feel it in our 
hearts? Our task is to take this knowledge and 
ךָָ“ יבוֹֹתָָ אל לִִבֶּ�ֶ ִ  to internalize it and allow—”וְְהַַשִׁ�
it to shape our lives. We need to recognize 
that Hashem enables us to live every single 
moment. Every action we take comes from 
Him. While we may know this conceptually, 
we often fail to live in accordance with it, not 
fully realizing that our success and capabil-
ities are ultimately determined by His will.

Let us look at the Malchuyot section inside. 
We begin with “Aleinu” and “Al Kein.” These 
two paragraphs, recited daily at the end of 
our prayers, were originally instituted for 
the Rosh Hashanah Mussaf and later incor-
porated into our daily Tefillah. This Tefillah 
beautifully encapsulates the themes we are 
expressing in this section. The first paragraph 
emphasizes our complete subservience to 
Hashem, acknowledging that He is the sole 
ruler of the world, with no one else beside 
Him. The second paragraph articulates our 

hope and desire for a future when the entire 
world will recognize Hashem as King.

After our opening paragraphs, we present 
nine prooftexts from Tanach to unequivocally 
affirm the concept of Hashem’s sovereignty. 
Rav Soloveichik explains that when Chazal 
composed this Shemoneh Esrei, they under-
stood that the best way to express the truth 
of what we are saying is by quoting Tanach

What’s fascinating is that each of the nine 
pesukim highlights a different facet of Hash-
em’s kingship. We often rush through these 
pesukim, thinking they are repetitive, but a 
closer examination reveals their nuances. For 
example, one pasuk portrays Hashem as a 
friend, while another depicts Him as a judge. 
One pasuk emphasizes the necessity of unity 
in crowning Hashem as King, while another 
shows the difference between accepting His 
kingship out of force versus out of choice. 
This rich tapestry of perspectives deepens our 
understanding and appreciation of Hashem’s 
sovereignty.

At the very end of these pesukim, we intro-
duce one final pasuk from the Torah: Shema 
Yisrael. This last pasuk serves not as a proof-
text but as a springboard for our concluding 
requests. Rav Soloveichik explains that as 
humans, we have no inherent right to make 
demands of the Almighty. However, when we 
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find a pasuk that itself makes a request, we 
can base our own supplications on it.

 Rashi explains this Pasuk as expressing 
the following request:

 Right now Hashem is only our - ה’ אלוקינו
G-d, we are the only ones who truly recognize 
Him as King.

 But our Tefilla is that one day, He – ה’ אחד
will be recognized as the only G-d, meaning 
that the entire world will recognize Him as 
King.

And this is precisely our beautiful closing 
request of the Malchuyot section –
ו  ּלּ ל הָָעולָָם כֻּ�ֻ אֱֱלֹקֹינּוּ וֵֵאלֹקֹי אֲֲבוֹֹתֵֵינּוּ, מְְלוךְְ עַַל כָּ�ָ
הֲֲדַַר  יקָָרָָךְְ. וְְהופַַע בַּ�ַ ל הָָאָָרֶֶץ בִּ�ִ א עַַל כָּ�ָ שֵׂ�ֵ כְְבודָָךְְ. וְְהִִנָּ�ָ בִּ�ִ
י  עּוּל כִּ�ִ ָ ל פָּ� בֵֵי תֵֵבֵֵל אַַרְְצָָךְְ. וְְיֵֵדַַע כָּ�ָ ְ ל יושְׁ� ךְְ. עַַל כָּ�ָ און עֻֻזָּ�ָ גְּ�ְ
לּ  ו. וְְיֹאֹמַַר כֹּ� ה יְְצַַרְְּתּ י אַַתָּ�ָ ל יְְּוּצר כִּ�ִ ו. וְְיָָבִִין כָּ�ָ עַַלְְּתּ ְ ה פְּ� אַַתָּ�ָ
רָָׂאֵֵל מֶֶלֶֶךְְ, מַַּוּלְְכּוּתוֹֹ  וֹֹּפּ, ה’ אֱֱלֹקֹי יִִשְׂ� מָָׁה בְְאַַ  ר נְְשָׁ� ׁ אֲֲשֶׁ�

לָָׁה  לּ מָָשָׁ� כֹּּ� בַּ�
“Our G-d and G-d of our fathers, reign over 

the entire world with Your glory, and be 
uplifted over all the earth with Your honor, 
and appear in the splendor of Your majestic 
might over all who dwell in the inhabited 
world of Your earth; so everything that has 
been made will know that You have made it, 
and it will be understood by everything that 
was formed that You have formed it. And they 
will say, everyone who has breath in his 
nostrils, “Hashem, God of Israel is King and 
His Kingship rules over all”.

May we see the fulfillment of this Tefilla, 
speedily in our days! 
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Shana Tova from RE/MAX Vision 

Wishing you a sweet and prosperous New Year!  
May this Rosh Hashanah bring peace and blessings. 

A year filled with family, friends, health, happiness, and joy.   

 

 

 
Yeffe Nof  

Brand new dev. 4 me mnths to delivery  
4 bedrm apt,3 balconies with large 

openings, great layout. close to Shaare 
Zedek and light rail. Only USD 1.1 Million 

Ariyel Maresky 054-577-7509 

 
Adam St, Armon Hanetziv 

Discover your dream home: 8 rooms, 
expansive sukkah balcony, prime location, 

perfect for luxury living. 
 NIS 4,900,000 

Micha Paul  052-511-6340 

 
Chaim Pazner, Pisgat Ze'ev 

97m² renovated 4-rm garden apt, 2nd floor, 
sukkah balcony, upgraded kitchen, master, 

laundry, A/C, quiet, near shuls, shops, 
transit. Priced to Sell: NIS 2,790,000 
Shlomo Benzaquen  052-601-4411 

 

Mendaleh St 4. Talbiya 
4 room, 2nd fl. Elevator, 107 sqm +  

balcony + storage.  
Lease until 2050 – Garry Barnet,  

enormous potential. NIS 3,750,000 
Alon Ben-David +972 50-882-2050 

 

 

 

 
Barashi St, Nachlaot 

Charming, spacious 67 sqm garden apt. 3 
rooms incl basement., with registered 18 

sqm garden. Great investment opportunity, 
near shuk. NIS 2,590,000  

Orna Even Parker 054-621-6069 
 

 

 

 
Gorgeous Home in German Colony 

7 bedrooms, 5 baths -300 sqm 
w/ private garden (175 sqm) + parking, 

rooftop apt w/ private elevator, panoramic 
views. NIS 18,000,000 

Alyssa Friedland   +972 54-668-4111 

 
Rova 1, Kiryat Moshe 

Luxury 5BR, fully renovated, 8th floor, 
128m² + 8m² porch, 2 master bedrooms, 

stunning views, heated floors. A/C, parking, 
next to light rail! Only NIS 5,990,000 
Shlomo Benzaquen  052-601-4411 

 

Mendaleh St 14. Talbiya 
Full ownership!! park exclusive to complex 

3 rm, 68 sqm, 2nd fl. Negotiation s w. Garry 
Barnet for building a new project instead  

of old. Great potential, NIS 3,400,000  
Alon Ben-David +972 50-882-2050 

 
Isaac Remba St, Armon Hanetziv 

 Elegant apartment in the best location, 
unbeatable convenience, 4-room with 

sukkah balcony, move-in ready. 
NIS 2,730,000 

Micha Paul  052-511-6340 

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one search away      www.remaxjerusalem.com  
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In honor of the New Year, we opened a model apartment within the project. 
 Come visit and be impressed by Protea in Elkana 
Quality senior living for the Religious community

A prestigious and safe environment with professional staff available 24/7
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Happy
New Year 
Protea in Elkana

Gift for the first 10 to register
Appliance package

including:
Refrigerator  electric stove  oven  dishwasher  microwave

דיור מוגן איכותי לקהילה הדתית

Call to set
a meeting

opening in May 2025
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Shana Tova from RE/MAX Vision 

Wishing you a sweet and prosperous New Year!  
May this Rosh Hashanah bring peace and blessings. 

A year filled with family, friends, health, happiness, and joy.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Imagine waking up to this view? 

One-of-a-kind property. Entire complex for 
sale. 10,000 Square feet. Includes multiple 

apartments, gym, pool. Move in ready. 
Private. Gated. Secured. USD 12 Million 

Ariyel Maresky  054-577-7509 

 
Gichon St, Abu Tor 

Garden apt, divided into 3 apts with 3 
separate entrances, including: sukkah 
balcony, huge private garden, storage, 

parking. NIS 5,200,000 
Micha Paul  052-511-6340 

 
Ramat Sharet 

Beautifully renovated 4-room home with 73 
sqm garden + seperate studio apt. Private 

entrance, fully accessible.  
NIS 4,990,000  

Nili Bergman 055-3044565 

 
French Hill 

Renovated garden home in terraced apts 
French Hill.  5 rooms (150 sqm) + private 

garden (170 sqm). 2 parking spots, storage, 
mamad, H/C acces. NIS 4,750,000 

Alyssa Friedland   +972 54-668-4111 

 

 

 
Mevo Hamatmid, City Center 

Renovated 2-room, 44 sqm furnished apt 
with breathtaking view of Old City walls. 

Full amenities, pool, spa, gym 24/7 
security. Prime location. NIS 2,690,000 

Orna Even 054-621-6069 
 

 

 

 
Prestigious Balfour in Talbiye!  

Mandate bldg/ high ceilings, archit. design, 
3 rm (112 sqm), 2 mstr. suites, 3 balcs, 2 
stor. rms, 1st flr (no elevator) furn. & appl. 
incl. NIS 7,500,000 For viewing/virtual tour 

Alyssa Friedland   +972 54-668-4111 
 

 
Mazal Aryeh St, Pisgat Ze'ev 

Renovated garden apt. 4 rooms, 95m², 
balcony, garden, parking, master suite, 

safe room, home theater, security, solar, 
cul-de-sac. Rare Find! NIS 3,690,000 
Shlomo Benzaquen  052-601-4411 

 

Zamenhof St. Talbiya 
British Ottoman style, surrounded by green, 

5 room, 143 Sqm, large sukkah porch, 
parking for the building.  

NIS 14,200,000  
Shira Shertzman  053-284-4639 

 
Dov Gruner St, Armon Hanetziv 

Spacious 4-room apartment, underfloor 
heating, sukkah balcony with views, close 

to schools and parks, pool and gym.  
NIS 2,190,000 

Micha Paul  052-511-6340 

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one search away      www.remaxjerusalem.com  
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 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

Between Life 
And Death

Our parsha begins with God telling 
Moshe to tell Aharon’s descendents, the 
Kohanim, that they are prohibited from 
becoming tamei – impure. They must not 
participate  in the burial of most dead peo-
ple “lnefesh lo itama b’amav” (21:1). 

We all know that dealing with the dead 
is a very important mitzvah of chesed so 
much so that the person who is occupied 
in burying the dead is exempt from other 
mitzvoth even from wearing tefillin, saying 
Shema and davening. It is one of the ways 
that we follow in the footsteps of God and 
do the mitzvah of  ‘Vhalchta bdrachav” 
(Dvarim 28). So it seems strange that the 
Kohanim would be prohibited from such 
an important mitzvah.

One reason is that the Kohanim need 
to remain pure so that they can do their 
important work in the Mishkan or Tem-
ple. Coming in contact with the dead 
would make them impure and then they 
wouldn’t be able to enter the Holy places 
and wouldn’t be able to do their work – so 
when there are other people who could 
bury the dead person it is best if they do 
it. 

The Oznaim LTorah brings another rea-
son. He says it is important for people to 

care for the dead and to go to the home of 
a mourner because all mortals will die one 
day and that way we can remind ourselves 
of our end and improve our behavior. He 
says that the Kohanim don’t need this 
reminder because they are always living 
in the shadow of death. Their job puts 
them on the tight wire between life and 
death every day since they work in the 
presence of God. If they come to the Holy 
areas to do their work in inappropriate 
ways, ( such as drunk, impure, without 
their special garments, without washing 
their hands and feet…)  the punishment is 
death. This we saw with the death of the 
two son’s of Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, 
“b’kirvatam lfnei Hashem” (10:1). They live 
with a constant threat of death so they are 
more apt to be careful with their behavior.

Yet there are a few exceptions to this 
prohibition, when the Kohanim are actu-
ally obligated to deal with the burial of a 
dead person, such as for the very close rel-
atives that are listed in verses 21:1-3 and 
for a dead person who has no one else to 
bury them. There are times in everyone’s 
life, even the Kohen’s, when they are con-
fronted with death and they must rise to 
those occasions as well. The Rambam 
learns from these verses the general mitzva 
for all Jews, not just kohanim, of aveilut - 
mourning. The Torah does not want us to 
ignore tragedies that may befall us. Crying 
and mourning are normal stages when 

Michal Silverstein, MS

Aleinu 
The Prayer that Begins Malchiot 

on Rosh Hashana and Ends  
All Prayers During The Year

Shacharit, Mincha, and Maariv we end our 
tefilot standing, reciting the Aleinu (עלינו לשבח) 
prayer. But this familiar prayer was written 
for Rosh Hashana. 

Aleinu Leshabeach - (עלינו לשבח ) is the intro�)
duction to the first major part of the Malchiot 
section of the Musaf shemonah esra on Rosh 
Hashana. The first part of Aleinu, proclaims 
the contrast between our concept of God  
 He is our God - there is“ - " הוא א-לקינו, אין עוד"
no other” and that of the other nations, who 
worship numerous gods. 

The second part of the prayer (על כן ), pro�)
claims our confidence that the rest of the 
world, too, will one day all return to worship-
ping the One God. We hope that this day will 
come soon so we may see it with our own 
eyes. Rabbi Sacks says the prayer “contrasts 
present reality with future hope.”

The prayer emphatically refutes the “שטן -  
Adversary’s” claim against us at various times 
in our history; for example when we crossed 
the Red Sea that- “ The Egyptians and the Jews 
are both idol worshippers in what merit is 
God saving the Jews and not the Egyptians?” 
So we say and demonstrate “we kneel and 
prostrate ourselves and acknowledge G-d as 
the Sole Sovereign of the Universe. אנחנו קוראים 

 ”ומשתחוים
It is unclear when Aleinu became part of 

the daily service, ( probably around 1300). No 
specific reason is found in the sources for why, 
but Rabbi Munk suggests that the idea of the 
future harmony of all men in their recogni-
tion of the One God is a fitting finale to all of 
our weekly services. We don’t pray for the 
destruction of our enemies here, rather that 
they should “see the light” and all false idols 
disappear from the earth, to build a world 
worshiping One God. Wouldn’t that be nice 
to experience?

According to Rav Hai Gaon, Aleinu was 
written by Yehoshua upon entering Israel. 
His name is hidden in the acrostics of the 
first sentence read backward ,עלינו, שלא, ואנחנו 
 Others suggest that it was written by the .הוא
Amora, Rav, who wrote other piyutim for Rosh 
Hashana. It could be that ideas expressed by 
Yehoshua formed the basis for a later arrange-
ment by Rav. Both wanted to teach Israel the 
ideas of Israel’s special status and their direct 
dependence on the One God.

Aleinu expresses so powerfully Israel’s 
unshakable faith in God. That could be why 
many Jewish saintly martyrs went to their 
deaths by sword or fire during the Middle 
Ages with this prayer on their lips. 

Aleinu is dramatic on Rosh Hashanah as we 
prostrate. It is a significant prayer during the 
year. The Mishna Berura instructs anyone in 
shul when it is recited to say it along with the 
congregation even if they have said it already. 
It’s a shame that people talk or rush through 
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it, at the end of the prayer service. Maybe a 
good “New Year’s resolution” is to learn the 
meaning of the words and say this prayer – on 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and after 
every prayer service during the year – with 
just a bit more Kavana – intention, and a bit 
more respect.

Here’s a simple recipe for two of the Rosh 
Hashana simanim – Shana Tova!
SWEET CARROTS AND BLACK-EYED PEAS
•	 1 cup dried black-eyed peas
•	 4 c. water
•	 2 tablespoons olive oil
•	 1 onion, finely chopped
•	 4 cups carrots, sliced in thin circles
•	 1 red bell pepper, finely chopped
•	 1 teaspoon garlic, finely chopped
•	 1/2 tsp Cinnamon
•	 1/4 tsp Nutmeg
•	 1/4 tsp. Ground cloves
•	 1/2 tsp. cumin
•	 1 tsp .freshly squeezed lemon juice
•	 2 tsp. honey
•	 Pinch of saffron (optional)
•	 Salt and pepper to taste

Place the black-eyed peas in the water in a 
pot and bring to a boil over high heat. Lower 
the heat and simmer until tender, about 25 
minutes. Drain. In another pan sauté the 
onion, carrots, garlic and red pepper, stirring 
until the peppers start to soften and the onion 
is translucent, about 10 minutes. Add spices 
and black-eyed peas. Season the carrots and 
peas with salt and pepper to taste and stew 
until the carrots and peppers are tender and 
the black-eyed peas are glazed. Remove from 
the heat and set aside to cool. Stir in the lemon 
juice, and honey. Serve hot, cold or at room 
temperature. 

FOR MANY MORE PROPERTIES: 
www.eifermanrealty.com 

 
          

Eiferman Properties Ltd. 
Shana Tova for Am Yisrael 

 
 

 
 

02-651-4030 

JERUSALEM SALES 

SHAAREI CHESED 
New 228 sqm penthouse 
Duplex, 30 sqm succah, 
Shabbat elevator 
Parking, view!  

RECHAVIA  
Beautiful duplex!  
5 bdrms, 25 sqm kitchen 
Succah, Shabbat elevator  
Storage, 2 parking places 

CITY CENTER 
2 adjacent one bedroom 
apartments, renovated 
Can be sold separately   
Sold fully furnished  
Shabbat elevator, view!  

OLD KATAMON 
New 160 sqm 4 bdrms,  
Garden, Storage, Parking 
Occupancy within a year 

HAR NOF  
Centrally Located!  
10 room duplex  
400 sqm garden  
(room for a pool) 
Excellent Condition 

NACHLAOT 
Renovated 2 Rooms 
Private entrance 
Storage room 
NIS 2,190,000 

TALBIEH PRIVATE LAND: TAMA 38 
4 Rms.128 sqm (incl.MB ensuite)  
Balcony, Shabbat elevator, Old City view!  
Occupancy: Feb. 2026 
Price: NIS 65,000 per sqm 
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מקהלת הגברים
רינת ירושלים

The Rinat Jerusalem Men's Choir 

to join the 
RINAT JERUSALEM

MEN'S CHOIR
Musical Director: Jason Rosenblatt

OPEN INVITATION to
SERIOUS SINGERS

Please contact
Joe 058-4566905 
Paul 054-9257011

Program of Performances 2022-3
Weekly practices from 8.00 to 9.30 pm

IL - 00972-54-2074969 

USA +1-9143364362 | UK +44-2037697387

yoel@kaufmanrlty.com | kaufmanrlty.com 

Kaufman Realty 
Was born out of the desire to provide a quality,
worry-free solution to those who have
chosen to invest in Israel but find themselves
outside of the country for long periods.

It’s never too late to file prior years’ tax returns!

02-999-2104 |  09-746-0623 |  03-527-3254
 052-274-9999

Email: alan@ardcpa.com 
www.ardcpa.com

Trusted US/Israeli tax services for over 30 years

בס“ד

Wishing all of our 
clients and friends a 
happy and healthy 

sweet new year!

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation

Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice

Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909

Madar@netvision.net.il

FOLDING 
CHAIRS

 WWW.FOLDEES.CO.IL  |        058-707-8181  

• STYLE & COMFORT 
• MANY COLORS & DESIGNS 
• FAST DELIVERY

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

BEIT HAKEREM - New building, 5 rooms, 
high standing, private entrance,  

170m + 150m garden, 2 parking spots
10.000.000NIS  MICHAEL 052-3202488

RARE IN BAKA  
Small boutique building, 5 rooms,  

Sukka balcony, pastoral view, calm, 
elevator, 2 parking spots, storeroom
9.350.000NIS  MICHAEL 052-3202488

BAKA - Large and luxurious,  
4 rooms + 20 m balcony,  

2 parking spots, storeroom 
5.900.000 NIS  MICHAEL 052-3202488

GANEI KATAMON - Garden apartment, 
110m + large garden, 370m, 30m terracce, 

elevator,  storeroom and parking
9.000.000 NIS  MENDEL 052-8980111



OU ISRAEL CENTER 39

שירבו זכויותינו!

Donate now:
*3042

ef rat .o rg . i l

Especially 

this year

 we must 
save
 lives

The Efrat organization supports women to help them choose life.
Thanks to the crucial assistance and support, we enable them to 
continue their pregnancy, and thrive despite the emotional and 

financial pressures they face

Partner in saving a life – literally
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INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
MOTHER OF SGT. BINYAMIN HY”D

JEN AIRLEY

In the Rosh Hashana mussaf prayers as 
well as Torah reading on the second day 
of Rosh Hashana we try to draw much 
attention to the story of Akeidat Yitzchak, 
the binding of Isaac. We read of Avraham’s 
steadfast desire to fulfill God’s test. Take 
your son, your favorite son, the one whom 
you love and sacrifice him.

Who was the test designed for? The par-
ent or the child?

Did Abraham do this out of love of God? 
Or out of fear and subservience? 

What are we trying to accomplish by 
bringing the Akeida to the forefront of our 
focus during our tefilot?

Looking at the p’shat of the Chumash, 
וה׳ ניסה את אברהם , Hashem ‘tested’ Avra�,
ham the parent, asking him to sacrifice 
his beloved son Isaac. We know the end 
of the story, but Avraham did not. Avraham 
stretched out his hand and took the knife 
to slaughter his son and at that moment, 
the angel of Hashem stopped him saying
עתה  מאומה.  לו  תעש  ואל  ידך,  אל תשלח   

ידעתי כי יראה אלקים אתה 
“I now know you are a God fearing man.” 

And the place was called ה׳ יראה. That’s 
when Avraham was told again he would 
be blessed with many offspring. He was 
also assured he and his descendants would 

prevail over their enemies. 
This was Avraham’s final of the 10 Trials 

as through this he achieved the zenith of 
his greatness. From the language used, כי 
 we can learn God did not , יראה אלקים אתה
expect Avraham to perform this out of love. 
No parent would be expressing their love 
for God through such a brutal act but rather 
due to fulfilling Hashem’s will, as this is 
what was commanded of Avraham to do. 

There is no more difficult test than sacri-
ficing a child. Avraham passed with flying 
colors.

The famous medrash in Yalkut Shimoni 
expounds that Avraham said to Hashem: 
“Ribono Shel Olam, when you told me to 
take my son, just as I overcame my own 
mercy for my son to do Your will, that’s 
how You, God, should overcome your anger 
when your people have sinned.” 

This became a prayer said daily. And in 
particular on Rosh Hashana we say: 
אבינו  אברהם  שכבש  כמו  עולם,  של  “רבונו 
את רחמיו לעשות רצונך בלבב שלם, כן יכבשו 

רחמיך את כעסך מעלינו.”
This is the response we are trying to 

evoke when we discuss the Akeidah on 
Rosh Hashana: Hashem’s compassion and 
willingness to overlook our sins as well as 
to ‘remind’ Him of the promises He made 

We Have Been Tested  
and We Have Risen
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to Avraham Avinu at that moment. 
This Rosh Hashana, there will be many 

parents who have done even more than was 
asked of Avraham Avinu. Many wives and 
husbands and children too are turning to 
Hashem with this same plea. Hashem! You 
have tested us with the greatest tests in our 
lives! We have sacrificed our beloved! For 
you Hashem, for our nation and our Land, 
 .למענך, למען העם, למען ארצנו

Should this not be evoking the most com-
passion for our people ever known? There 
should be no room for strict judgement! 
Every “Yitzchak”, our soldiers, were all 
willing to be מוסר נפש..but the parents, 
spouses, siblings- the test is on them! וה׳ 
 We sent them off to war! We .נסה את אברהם
blessed them before they left, praying that 
they, like Yitzchak Avinu, would be spared. 
Yes, we know this is the meaning of the 
pasuk in tehillim ונתת ליראך נס להתנוסס, 
God gives us tests in order to raise us. We 
have been tested and we have risen. All our 
families and our entire nation. 

And now, Ribono shel Olam, we beg and 
we plead that You fulfill Your promise now: 
“I will surely bless you and greatly increase 
your offspring like the stars of the heavens, 
and like the sand of the seashore and your 
offspring shall inherit the gate of its enemy. 
And all the nations of the Earth shall bless 
themselves by your offspring, because 
you have listened to my voice” (Bereshit 
22/17-18) 

The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat 
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the 
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces, 
bereaved families and widows can come for 
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more 
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org



42 TORAH TIDBITS 1583 / ROSH HASHANA - HA’AZINU

INTRODUCTION
Dear TT readers, 
The following outline presents a 
guide to the laws and customs of 
the observance of Rosh Hashanah, 
including when Shabbos follows 
Rosh Hashanah, as it does this year. 
May Hashem bless you, your family, 
and all of עם ישראל with a year of 
health, happiness, and success in 
both רוחניות and גשמיות and may it be 
the year that we welcome משיח צדקנו! 
Shana Tova!

1. EREV-ROSH HASHANA
התרת נדרים

There is a widespread custom based on 
the גמרא נדרים כג to perform התרת נדרים 
– nullification of vows, on Erev-RH in order 
to enter the new year without violating the 
prohibition of transgressing vows.1 Any three 
men above Bar-Mitzvah are qualified to form 
a Beis-Din and nullify vows of others even if 
they are relatives with one another or with the 
one who is nullifying his vows.2 If you do not 
understand the Hebrew, it is best to recite it 
in a language that you understand.3 One can 
perform התרת נדרים over Zoom as long as 
the three members of the Beis-Din are sitting 
together and they see the person reciting the 
 4 With regard to.(i.e. his camera is on) התרה
women, some say that if she is married, her 
husband should serve as her messenger for 

1. See שערי תשובה סק”ז based on )של”ה )תחילת מס’ יומא
2. שו”ע, יו”ד סימן רכח-ג

3. חיי אדם )כלל קלח-ח(
4. Rav Schachter פסקי קרונה, #50, אות ה

 and add the words “and this is התרת נדרים
also for my wife,”5 while others say that it is 
best for women to rely on the התרת נדרים of 
Kol Nidrei on Yom Kippur, and when doing 
so, they should recite Kol Nidrei silently with 
the chazan.6

MIKVAH
The Rama writes that there is a custom for 
men to go to the Mikvah on Erev-RH.7 If one 
is not able to go to the Mikvah, he can take a 
shower instead.8 The shower should be long 
enough for 9 kav of water to be poured on 
one’s head (12 or 16 liters).9

EIRUV TAVSHILIN
Background

Cooking on an existing flame on Yom Tov is 
allowed, but any form of cooking on Shabbos 
is prohibited. Although cooking on Yom Tov 
is allowed, Chazal prohibited cooking on 
Yom Tov for the sake of Shabbos because 
of hachana (preparation) – it is disrespectful 
towards Yom Tov to cook on it for the sake 
of another day.10 However, Chazal enacted 
eiruv tavshilin to be performed on erev-Yom 
Tov, which allows cooking on Yom Tov for 
Shabbos.11 

How It Works
Chazal felt that if one begins to prepare food 
for Shabbos before Yom Tov begins, he has 
already shown respect for Shabbos and will 

5. שו”ת תשובות והנהגות )ח”א-שלח(
6. הליכות שלמה )פ”א-י(

7. תקפא-ד
8. משנ”ב סימן תקפ”א סקכ”ו 

9. שו”ת מנחת יצחק )ח”ד-כא(
10. See  שעה”צ )סימן and ביה”ל )סימן תקכז סעיף א’ ד”ה וע”י( 
תקג סק”ג(

11. שו״ע תקכז

Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
RCA Israel Region

HALACHOT FOR ROSH HASHANA
RABBI ELYADA GOLDVICHT
FOUNDER SEMICHAS CHAVER | RAV KEHILLAT LEV RA’ANANA
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Rabbi Elyada 
Goldvicht
Founder Semichas 
Chaver and  
Rav of Kehillat Lev 
Ra’anana

The following outline presents a guide to 
the laws and customs of the observance of 
Rosh Hashanah. May Hashem bless this 
upcoming year with health, happiness and 
success for כלל ישראל and the entire world! 
Shana Tova!

Erev-Rosh 
Hashana and Both 
Nights of Rosh 
Hashana

התרת נדרים

There is a custom based on the גמרא נדרים 
נדרים to perform )כג:(  nullification – התרת 
of vows, on Erev-RH in order to enter the 
new year without violating the prohibition 
of transgressing vows 1. Any three men 

1 See שערי תשובה סק”ז based on של”ה )תחילת 

מס’ יומא(

above Bar-Mitzvah are qualified to form a 
Beis-Din and nullify נדרים of others even if 
they are relatives with one another and to 
the one who is nullifying his vows.2 If you 
do not understand the Hebrew it is best to 
recite it in a language that you understand.3 
One can perform התרת נדרים over Zoom as 
long as the three members of the Beis-Din 
are sitting together and they see the per-
son reciting the התרה (i.e. his camera is 
on).4 With regard to women, some say that 
if she is married her husband should be her 
messenger for התרת נדרים and add the words 
“and this is also for my wife”,5 while others 
say that it is best for women to rely on the 
on YK.6 כל נדרי of התרת נדרים

MIKVAH

The Rama writes that there is a custom 
for men to go to the Mikvah on Erev-RH.7 
If there is no safe place to go to the Mikvah 
one can take a shower instead.8 The shower 
should be long enough for 16 liters to be 
poured on one’s head.9

שו”ע סימן יו”ד רכח-ג 2

חיי אדם )כלל קלח-ח( 3

4 Rav Schachter אות ה -#50 פסקי קרונה’
תשובות והנהגות (ח”א-שלח) 5

הליכות שלמה )פ”א-י( 6

תקפא-ד 7

8 Rav Schachter  פסקי קרונה -#50 אות ד’
מתחת יצחק )ח”ד-כא( 9

 THE LAWS OF
ROSH HASHANA

ROSH HASHANA
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Even if one is eating out for all of the Shabbos 
meals and does not plan on cooking on Yom 
Tov for Shabbos, an eiruv tavshilin should 
still be made (without a bracha) to allow the 
lighting of Shabbos candles.17 Sephardim are 
not required to make an eiruv tavshilin in such 
cases, though they can if they wish.18

It is customary to use the challah of eiruv tav-
shilin as the second challah (that is not eaten) 
for lechem mishneh of the Shabbos night and 
day meals and then use it for lechem mishneh 
of seuda shlishit and eat it as well. The idea 
is that once a mitzvah was used with this 
challah (i.e., eiruv tavshilin), we want to use 
it for another mitzvah (i.e., lechem mishneh).19

Any cooking for the sake of Shabbos that will 
be performed on Yom Tov should be done 
earlier in the day. Do not wait until the last 
minute.20

Guests (e.g., friends or even married children) 
staying in the host’s house who wish to cook 
or light candles are automatically yotze with 
the eiruv tavshilin of their host according to 
many poskim.21 Some are more strict and 
hold they are not yotzei unless the host delib-
erately includes them by having the guests 
(or some other non-household member on 
their behalf) hold the eruv a tefach in the air, 
hand it to the host, and have the host recite 
the bracha on their behalf. 22

CANDLE LIGHTING
Married women (as well as single men/
women at home)23 light candles for RH.24 

The bracha recited on the first night of RH 
is “להדליק נר של יו”ט”. Some women also 
have the custom to recite “שהחיינו” when 
lighting the candles, while others do not and 

17. משנ״ב תקכ״ז סקנ״ה ומנחת יצחק ז-לז
18. חזון עובדיה הלכות יו״ט עירוב תבשילין-ב

19. משנ״ב תקכז סקמ״ח
20. משנ״ב תקכז סק״ג

21. פסקי תשובות, תקכז-יז ןמאמר מרדכי, מועדים 
פי״ד-יז

22. חוט שני עמ׳ קנד
23. שו”ע או”ח סימן רסג-ב

24. Ibid., סעיף ,ה׳

be able to add on to that initial preparation 
during Yom Tov as well. Therefore, by pre-
paring a cooked item and baked item on 
erev Yom Tov for the sake of Shabbos and 
proclaiming that “I am beginning my food 
preparation for Shabbos today (on erev Yom 
Tov) and whatever I prepare on Yom Tov is 
an extension of what I started on erev Yom 
Tov,” one is allowed to cook and bake on Yom 
Tov for Shabbos. In such a way, the cooking 
performed on Yom Tov for Shabbos is not 
viewed as disrespecting Yom Tov, because 
one is just continuing what has already been 
started beforehand, and one has acknowl-
edged that cooking should not be begun on 
Yom Tov for Shabbos.12

How is it done?
At some point on Wednesday, hold a small 
challah and a cooked egg (the custom is 
to take a cooked egg, but any cooked item 
works)13 in your right hand and recite the 
following bracha:
ם אֲֲשֶׁׁר קִִדְּּשָׁׁנוּ  עוָֹלָ ךְ ָהָ ֶלֶֶמֶ בָּּרוּךְ אַַתָּּה ה’ אֱֱ- לֹהֵֵינוּ 

יו צְִִוְּוָּנוּ עַַל מִִוְַצְתַ עֵֵרוּב בְּּמְִִצְוָֹתָ
Then say the following: 

"בעירוב זה יהיה מותר לנו לאפות ולבשל ולהדליק 
נר ולעשות את כל צרכנו מיום טוב לשבת"

If you do not understand the Hebrew, say 
the following:14

“With this eruv, it shall be permitted to us 
to bake, cook, light a flame, and do every-
thing necessary on Yom Tov for the sake of 
Shabbat.”

Important Pointers
Even with an eiruv tavshilin, one should not 
cook on Thursday for Shabbos; only on Friday 
is it permissible.15 

The challah and egg should be stored in a 
place that it will not spoil or get eaten until 
Shabbos.16 

12. רמ״א תקכז-א
13. שו״ע תקכז-ב

14. רמ״א תקכז-יב
15. שו״ע תקכז-יג

16. שו״ע תקכז-טו

OU ISRAEL CENTER         67

הדלקת נרות

Married women (as well as sin-
gle men/women at home)10 light 
candles for RH.11 The ברכה recited 
on both nights is “של נר    להדליק 

 Some women also have the custom .”יו"ט
to recite “שהחיינו” when lighting the can-
dles while others do not and rely on the 
 during kiddush. One can follow ”שהחיינו“
their family custom.12 On the first night 
of RH, one should light the candles before 
 though some have the custom to ,שקיעה
light the candles when returning from shul 
(but only from a preexisting flame).13 On 
the second night of RH, Ashkenazim light 
only after צאת הכוכבים and only from a pre-
existing flame.14 Additionally, the candles 
should not be prepared until after תצא הכוכ־
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recite the ברכה if they will be eating a new 
fruit that night or if they are wearing a new 
dress that night. When reciting the “שהחיינו” 
they should have in mind that the ברכה 
should incorporate RH and the new fruit 

שו”ע או”ח סימן רסג-ב 10

11 Ibid. סעיף ה’
שמירת שבת כהלכתה )מד-ד( 12

 שש”כ )מד-ב( 13

שש”כ )מד-ג( 14

חזון עובדיה )עמ’ קפב( 15

משנה ברורה )סימן רסג סקכ”ז( 16

or the new dress.17 (If they have a new fruit, 
they should wait for kiddush before eating 
the fruit). After lighting the candles, one is 
not allowed to blow out the match.18 

GREETING A FRIEND

When greeting a friend on RH 
night and up until חצות 
on the 1st day of RH one 
should say “לשנה טובה תכתב 

 and to a woman ”ותחתם
one says “לשנה טובה תכתבי ותחתמי”. After that 
time, one should only say “חג שמח” or “good 
Yom Tov”.19 Some have the custom to say 
 on the second night ”לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם“
as well.20 

KIDDUSH

The ברכה of “שהחיינו” is recited on both 
nights of RH. On the second night 
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ment or place new fruits on the 
table before kiddush. When 
reciting the “שהחיינו” one 
should have in mind that it 
goes on both RH and the new 
fruit.21 

סימנים

There is a custom based on the גמרא כריתות 

 to eat specific fruits and vegetables on )ו.(

שמירת שבת כהלכתה )מז-מד( 17

שו”ע סימן תקיד-א  18

רמ”א סימן תקפב-ט ומשנ”ב שם  19

ט”ז )שם סק”ד( 20

הליכות שלמה )פ”א-כ( 21
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rely on the “שהחיינו” recited during kiddush. 
One can follow one’s family custom.25 Both 
Ashkenazim and Sephardim first recite the 
bracha and then light the candles (a minority 
of Ashkenazim maintain the same order as 
on Shabbos).26 

On the second night of RH, candles are 
also lit, but only after צאת הכוכבים and only 
from a preexisting lit candle. Ideally, these 
candles should be prepared before YT, but if 
they were not, they may be moved only after 
 The bracha recited on the 2nd .צאת הכוכבים
night is also “להדליק נר של יו”ט” and both 
Ashkenazim and Sephardim recite the bracha 
before lighting the candles.27 As on the first 
night, some women have the custom to recite 
 but ideally, they should only recite ,״שהחיינו״
the bracha if they will be eating a new fruit 
that night or if they are wearing a new dress 
that night. When reciting the “שהחיינו”, they 
should have in mind that the bracha should 
incorporate RH and the new fruit or the new 
dress.28 (If they have a new fruit, they should 
wait for kiddush before eating the fruit). After 
lighting the candles, one is not allowed to 
blow out the match.29 On the second night, 
setting the table and heating up the food is 
allowed only after צאת הכוכבים. 

2. BOTH NIGHTS OF RH
GREETING A FRIEND

When greeting a friend on RH night and up 
until חצות on the 1st day of RH, one should 
say “לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם” to a man, and 
to a woman one says “לשנה טובה תכתבי 
 After that time, one should only say .”ותחתמי
 or “good Yom Tov”.30 Some have ”חג שמח“
the custom to say “לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם” 

25. שמירת שבת כהלכתה )מד-ד( ומשנ״ב רסג סקכ״ג
26. שו”ע או”ח סימן רסג-ה ומשנ״ב סקכ״ז

27. Ibid.
28. שמירת שבת כהלכתה )מז-מד(

29. שו”ע סימן תקיד-א
30. רמ”א סימן תקפב-ט ומשנ”ב שם

on the second night as well.31 

KIDDUSH
The bracha of “שהחיינו” is recited on both 
nights of RH. On the second night of RH, 
one should wear a new garment or place a 
new fruit on the table before kiddush. When 
reciting the “שהחיינו”, one should have in mind 
that it goes on both RH and the new fruit.32 

One who does not have a new fruit or new 
garment still recites ״שהחיינו״ on the second 
night.33 No havdallah is recited from Yom Tov 
to Shabbos.34

סימנים
There is a custom based on the גמרא כריתות 
 to eat specific fruits and vegetables on (.)ו
RH as an auspicious omen and prayer for 
the upcoming year.35 The סימנים are eaten 
after washing one’s hands, reciting המוציא, 
and eating bread.36 The ברכת העץ should be 
recited on a date (since it is from the שבעת 
 in the ”ארץ“ and closest to the word המינים
verse), and if one does not have a date, then 
it should be recited on a pomegranate.37 If one 
does not have either, the ברכת העץ should be 
recited on the apple. One should say the “יהי 
 that pertain to each fruit/vegetable with ”רצון
Hashem’s name (i.e., “יהי רצון מלפניך אדנ-י 
 With regard to 38.(”א-לוהינו וא-לוהי אבותינו וכו
reciting the ברכת האדמה, some posskim hold 
that today all the “האדמה” simanim are served 
as part of a meal and one should not recite 
a bracha before eating them.39 Others write 
that it is best to recite האדמה on foods that 
are never eaten as part of the meal, such as 
a banana or watermelon, and have in mind 

31. ט”ז )שם סק”ד(
32. הליכות שלמה )פ”א-כ(

33. שו״ע תר-ב
34. פסחים קד.

35. שו”ע סימן תקפג
36. הליכות שלמה פ”א סקכ”ד

37. הליכות שלמה )פ”א-יז(
38. משנ”ב סימן תקפג סק”ב

39. תשובות והנהגות )ח”ב-רסט(
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RH as a good omen and prayer 
for the upcoming year.22 The 
 are eaten after washing סימנים
one’s hands, reciting המוציא, 
and eating bread.23 The 
העץ  should be ברכת 
recited on a date 
(since it is from 
the המינים  and שבעת 
closest to the word “ארץ” 
in the verse) and if one 
does not have a date then 
it should be recited on 
a pomegranate.24 If one 
does not have either, the 
 should be recited on the ברכת העץ
apple. One should say the “יהי רצון” that per-
tain to each fruit/vegetable with Hashem’s 
name (i.e., “יהי רצון מלפניך אדנ-י א-לוהינו וא-לוהי 

 and ברכת העץ After reciting the 25.(”אבותינו וכו
the ברכת האדמה on the first fruit/vegetable 
that you are eating, you should only recite 
the “יהי רצון” after tasting and swallowing 
the fruit/vegetable in order that there 
is no הפסק between the ברכה and the eat-
ing.26 When reciting the ברכת העץ/אדמה you 
should have in mind that it cover all the 
other fruits and vegetables of the 27.סימנים 
Most have the custom to have סימנים on the 
second night of RH as well.28

שו”ע סימן תקפג 22

הליכות שלמה פ”א סקכ”ד 23

הליכות שלמה )פ”א-יז( 24

משנ”ב סימן תקפג סק”ב 25

26 Ibid סק”ד

הליכות שלמה )פ”א-יח(  27

שערי תשובה )תקפג-א(  28

Rosh Hashana Day
SHOFAR

The Torah teaches us 
לכם“ יהיה  תרועה   and ”יום 
the ):לג( השנה  ראש   גמרא 
derives that the “תרועה” 
needs to heard 3 times, with 
a תקיעה before and after it each time. Thus, 
 you only need to hear 9 shofar מדאורייתא
blasts. However, the Gemara is uncertain 
as to the exact sound that the word “תרועה” 
is referring to. It is either referring to what 
we call a תרועה today, what we call a שברים 
today, or what we call a שברים תרועה today. 
Therefore, in order to make sure that we 
are fulfilling our biblical requirement we 
blow a שברים (with a תקיעה before and after 
it) three times, a תרועה (with a תקיעה before 
and after it) three times and a שברים תרועה 
(with a תקיעה before and after it) three 
times.29 All of these blasts together total 30 
sounds (including the sounds of the תקיעות 
before and after each “30 .(“תרועה blasts are 
blown before the Mussaf Amidah and are 
called תקיעות דמיושב. Another 30 are blown 
during the Amidah and are called ־תקי

 some locations blow 30 blasts) עות דמעומד
only during חזרת הש"ץ while some blow an 
additional 30 during the silent Amidah as 
well). There is a custom to blow another 40 
(for those who did not blow 30 during the 
silent Amidah) in order to blow a total of 
100 blasts on RH.30 

The congregation and the Shofar blower 

שו”ע סימן תק”צ )א-ב(  29

רמ”א סימן תקצו ומשנ”ב סק”ב  30
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that it will cover all the other simanim.40 After 
reciting the ברכת העץ and the ברכת האדמה 
on the first fruit/vegetable that are eaten, one 
should first swallow a bite and only then recite 
the “יהי רצון” so that there is no הפסק between 
the bracha and the eating.41 When reciting 
the ברכת העץ/האדמה, one should have in 
mind that they cover all the other fruits and 
vegetables of the 42.סימנים Most have the 
custom to have סימנים on the second night 
of RH as well.43

3. ROSH HASHANA DAY
SHOFAR

The Torah teaches us “יום תרועה יהיה לכם”, 
and the (:גמרא ראש השנה )לג derives that 
the “תרועה” needs to be heard 3 times, with 
a תקיעה before and after it each time. Thus, 
 one only needs to hear 9 shofar מדאורייתא
blasts. However, the Gemara is uncertain as 
to the exact sound that the word “תרועה” is 
referring to. It is either referring to what we call 
a תרועה today, what we call a שברים today, or 
what we call a שברים תרועה today. Therefore, 
in order to make sure that we are fulfilling 
our biblical requirement, we blow a שברים 
(with a תקיעה before and after it) three times, 
a תרועה (with a תקיעה before and after it) 
three times, and a שברים תרועה (with a תקיעה 
before and after it) three times.44 All of these 
blasts together total 30 sounds (including the 
sounds of the תקיעות before and after each 
 These 30 blasts are blown before .(”תרועה“
the Mussaf Amidah and are called תקיעות 
 Another 30 are blown during the .דמיושב
Amidah and are called תקיעות דמעומד (some 
locations blow 30 blasts only during חזרת 
 while some blow an additional 30 during הש”ץ
the silent Amidah as well). There is a custom 
to blow another 40 (for those who did not 

40. Rav Elyashiv in (קובץ שערי הוראה )ח”ח עמ’ קז
41. משנ”ב סימן תקפג סק”ד 
42. הליכות שלמה )פ”א-יח(
43. שערי תשובה )תקפג-א(

44. שו”ע סימן תק”צ )א-ב(

blow 30 during the silent Amidah) in order to 
blow a total of 100 blasts on RH.45 

The congregation and the Shofar blower 
should remain standing during the recital of 
the bracha and during all of the actual Shofar 
blasts.46 The בעל תוקע recites two blessings 
before blowing the Shofar: “לשמוע קול שופר” 
and “שהחיינו”. The בעל תוקע should have 
in mind to be מוציא the congregation, and 
they should have in mind to be 47.יוצא The 
gabbai should announce that no speaking is 
allowed until the end of the 48.תקיעות If you 
are walking or sitting at home and hear the 
Shofar blasts from a shul nearby, you fulfill 
your obligation if you had in mind to be יוצא 
because the בעל תוקע has in mind to be מוציא 
all that hear.49

If one blows shofar for another individual and 
one has already fulfilled his obligation, the 
person being יוצא should recite the ברכות if 
he/she can.50 Sephardi women do not recite 
the bracha.51 One can blow for someone 
who is in a different room as long as one 
blows close to that room.52 If you blows the 
shofar ביחידות, one should make sure not to 
blow during the first three hours of the day.53 

Ideally, one who is davening ביחידות should 
blow the shofar before davening Musaf 54 and 
Musaf should not be davened within the first 
3 hours (of שעות זמניות) from sunrise,55 but 
no later than 7 hours56 (בדיעבד, Musaf can 
be davened after the 7th hour). One who is 
davening ביחידות should time his Amidah to 
begin at the same time as his congregation.57 

45. רמ”א סימן תקצו ומשנ”ב סק”ב
46. שו”ע סימן תקפה-א ומשנ”ב סק”א-ב

47. שו”ע תקפט ח-ט
ש”ע ,תקצב-ג as per ,אגרו”מ או”ח ח”ב-לו .48

49. שו”ע תקפט-ט
50. רמ”א סימן תקפט-ו ומשנ”ב סימן תקפה סק”ה

51. שו”ע תקפט-ו
52. משנ”ב סימן תקפז סק”ז

53. משנ”ב סימן תקצא סקט”ו
54. רמ”א סימן תקצב-ב
55. שו”ע סימן תקצא-ח

56. משנ”ב סימן תקצה-סק”ג
57. משנ”ב סימן תקצא-סקי”ד
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On the second day of RH, Ashkenazim recite 
a “שהחיינו” before blowing shofar, but it is best 
for the shofar blower to wear a new garment. 
Sephardim do not recite a “58 .”שהחיינו

תשליך
On the first day of RH after Mincha and before 
sh’kiya, there is a custom of performing תשליך, 
where one goes to a river or other local 
source of water and recites verses pertaining 
to תשובה from )59.ספר מיכה )ז:יט There are 
various reasons for this custom, including the 
fact that the מדרש teaches that the שטן tried 
drowning אברהם in a river on the way to the 
 and we want to remind ourselves of עקידה
 s determination and devotion60’אברהם אבינו

(and learn from it). If there is no river nearby, 
or if one cannot leave the house for whatever 
reason, he/she can recite it on water in a well61 
or even on a cup of water.62 

4. SHABBOS 

CANDLE LIGHTING
On Friday evening before sunset, Shabbos 
candles should be lit. The match used to light 
the Shabbos candles should be lit from an 
existing flame that has been lit from before 
Yom Tov (one should make sure to prepare 
a yahrtzeit candle or other flame before Rosh 
Hashanah that will last until sunset on Friday 
afternoon). Ashkenazim light the candles 
and then recite the bracha of ״להדליק נר של 
 while Sephardim first recite the bracha ,שבת״
and then light the Shabbos candles.63 The 
match should be placed down without extin-
guishing it. Once the woman lights Shabbos 
candles, she may not perform any of the acts 
that are permitted on Yom Tov. 

58. שו״ע ורמ״א תר-ג ומשנ״ב סק״ז
59. רמ”א תקפג-ב ומשנ״ב סק״ח

60. משנ”ב תקפג סק”ח
61. כף החיים סימן תקפג סק”ל

62. הליכות שלמה )פ”א ארחות הלכה הע’ 71(
63. שו”ע או”ח סימן רסג-ה

קבלת שבת - במה מדליקין - כגוונא
There are various customs with regard to 
reciting קבלת שבת and “לכה דודי ” on Shab�”
bos that falls out after יו”ט. Most who daven 
 מזמור שיר“ omit it and only say נוסח אשכנז
 while those who ,״ד׳ מלך״ and ”ליום השבת
daven נוסח ספרד say “מזמור לדוד” and parts of 
 and ”במה מדליקין“ The recital of 64.”לכה דודי“
is omitted according to all opinions.65 ”כגוונא“

 ברכה מעין שבע
The congregation recites “ויכולו” out loud and 
standing after the Amidah.66 When reciting 
מגן אבות“ ” (which according to most opin�”
ions is only recited in shul or in a permanent 
minyan), “המלך הקודש” is said instead of 
 המלך“ forgets to say חזן If the 67.”הא-ל הקדוש“
 he should only go back if he has not ,”הקדוש
yet finished the bracha, but if he has finished 
the bracha he should not go back.68 
64. ע״פ מטה אפרים סימן תרכה סמ״א ואלף למטה שם 

סקנ״ו
65. Ibid. and שו״ע ער-ב

66. שו”ע סימן רסח-ז
67. שו”ע תקפב-ג

68. Ibid רבי עקיבא איגר שם 
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should remain standing during the recital 
of the ברכה and during the actual Shofar 
blasts.31 The בעל תוקע recites two blessings 
before blowing the Shofar: “לשמוע קול שופר” 
and “שהחיינו”. The בעל תוקע should have in 
mind to be  מוציא the congregation, and they 
should have in mind to be 32.יוצא The gabbay 
should announce that you are not allowed 
to speak until the end of the 33.תקיעות If you 
are walking or sitting at home and hear the 
Shofar blasts from a shul nearby you fulfill 
your obligation if you had in mind to be יוצא 
because the בעל תוקע has in mind to be מוציא 
all that hear.34 

If you are blowing the shofar for another 
and you already fulfilled your obligation, 
the person being יוצא should recite the ־בר

 if he/she can.35 Sephardi women do not כות
recite the 36.ברכה You can blow for some-
one who is in isolation and in a different 
room as long as you are blowing close to 
the room.37 If you are blowing the shofar 
 you should make sure not to blow ביחידות
in the first three hours of the day.38 Ideal-
ly, one who is davening ביחידות should blow 
the shofar before davening Musaf 39 and 
Musaf should not be davened within the 
first 3 hours (of שעות זמניות) from sunrise,40 

שו”ע סימן תקפה-א ומשנ”ב סק”א-ב  31

שו”ע תקפט ח-ט  32

תקצב-ג in הלכה as is the אגרו”מ או”ח ח”ב-לו  33

שו”ע תקפט-ט  34

רמ”א סימן תקפט-ו ומשנ”ב סימן תקפה סק”ה  35

שו”ע תקפט-ו  36

משנ”ב סימן תקפז סק”ז  37

משנ”ב סימן תקצא סקט”ו  38

רמ”א סימן תקצב-ב  39

שו”ע סימן תקצב-ח  40

but no later than 7 hours41 (בדיעבד, Musaf 
can be davened after the 7th hour). One 
who is davening ביחידות should time his 
Amidah to begin at the same time as his 
congregation.42  

תשליך

After Mincha, there is a custom of תשליך, 
where one goes to the river and recites 
verses pertaining to תשובה from מיכה  ספר 

 There are various reasons for this 43.)ז:יט(
custom, including the fact that the מדרש 
teaches that the שטן tried drowning אברהם 
in a river on the way to the עקידה and we 
want to remind ourselves of אבינו  s’אברהם 
determination and devotion44 (and learn 
from it). When the 1st day of RH falls out 
on Shabbos some have the custom to recite 
 on the second day,45 while some still תשליך
say it on the first day (as long as there is an 
 If there is no river nearby, you can 46.(עירוב
recite it on water in a well47 or even on a 
cup of water.48 

 

משנ”ב סימן תקצה-סק”ג  41

משנ”ב סימן תקצא-סקי”ד  42

רמ”א תקפג-ב  43

משנ”ב תקפג סק”ח  44

45  Ibid.
שערי תשובה סימן תקפג-ו  46

כף החיים סימן תקפג סק”ל  47

הליכות שלמה )פ”א ארחות הלכה הע’ 17(  48
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Mizrahi-Tefahot Bank offers a team of banking experts 
who understand your culture and language.
We provide you with personal and professional 
services for all your financial needs.

Come and join us.

For further information, contact:
Jonathan Gross
+972-52-569-0674 | grossj@umtb.co.il

SHANA 
TOVA
From Mizrahi-Tefahot

 שם: 0od d1od1h1hasha  11M1B h h0 1dh Toha B 107196  10711   | תקציבאי/ת: מור, ביא  קופי: - | ארט: אילת | 
ביצוע:  ouר | תאריך עדכון אמרון:  פטמבר פ1, מספס מט:ס אמטפצ     1
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DISCOVER JERUSALEM 
COLLEGE OF 
TECHNOLOGY TODAY!

DREAMING OF AN ACADEMIC
DEGREE IN ENGLISH IN ISRAEL? 

בס״ד

Nursing
School

Enjoy a prestigious degree,
alongside frum students
from around the globe
at an affordable price! 

Religious
Environment

have been created by 
JCT alumni and faculty 
members.

JCT is renowned for 
being one ot the top 3 
engineering schools in 
the country.

100+ Start-UpsTop 3

Vibrant Mens And 
Womens Campuses

Want to learn more?

HERE ARE THE TOP 5 REASONS WHY!

Contact us at esp@jct.ac.il

offer a unique combination of
superior academic degree
programs alongside enriching
Torah study.

JCT’s Selma Jelinek School of Nursing 
is rated #1 in Israel.

Leaders in workplace integration
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

Message from NCSY’s 
Israel’s Leadership

Dear Friends of NCSY Israel, 
It was the 5th of Iyar 5783 and Israel cel-

ebrated its 75th year of independence. A 
time of celebration but at the same, a time 
of uncertainty in Israel. Protests surrounding 
judicial reform filled the streets of Jerusalem 
and Tel Aviv, social divisions were brewing, 
and the government was hanging by a small 
majority but unstable. During this time many 
wrote about the momentous 75-year mark 
but not necessarily in a celebratory tone. The 
75-year mark had a cloud of doubt casted 
over it, one that gave off a sign of warning 
that Jewish history was all too familiar with. 
Rabbi Doron Perez writes in “The Jewish 
State: From Opposition to Opportunity” that it 
was after 73 years of King David’s coronation 
that Israel split into two camps: Yehuda and 
Yisrael and it was in the 73rd year during the 
Second Temple era in which the Chashmonai 
kingdom split apart eventually leading to the 
Temple’s destruction. What happens around 
this mark which leads to division and uncer-
tainty? Is it unique to Jewish history or is it 
something that is a trend throughout all soci-
eties? The answer is that it is a global crisis. 

It is the danger of the third generation. The 
famous Chinese proverb states “You can keep 
wealth in a family but, for three generations 
only.” What happens in the third generation? 
Netanel Ellinson, popular educator and Israel 
activist, explains there is a trend within the 
first three generations of the establishment 
of statehood. The first generation are the 
founders who have sacrificed everything to 
establish the foundation for a brighter future. 
The second generation builds and enhances 
the infrastructure and sustainability. What 
is the third generation? It is the generation 
of apathy, the one which reaps the benefits 
of the first two generations but does not pos-
sess the ethics of hard work and dedication 
ultimately leading to the state’s destruction. 

If you would have looked at Israeli society 
on October 6th, 2023 and felt that history 
seemed to be repeating itself and that it may 
look like the third Jewish commonwealth was 
heading into a very dark and troubling time, 
you may have had great concern and reason 
to believe such an assumption. On October 
7th, 2023 something changed. Our nation 
experienced the Jewish Nation’s greatest 
loss of life in a single day since the Holocaust, 
the destruction of communities on the Gaza 
envelope, and a sense of fear and broken-
ness. Just as tremendous darkness filled the 
world, a new light came to the world. The 
new era of Jewish heroism and resilience rose 
once again. What our enemies had planned 
and hoped to be the end of Israel became 
the beginning of intense unity and courage. 



OU ISRAEL CENTER 51

Israel’s next 75 years now looked hopeful, 
inspiring, and redemptive. 

October 7th, 2023 changed NCSY Israel for-
ever as well. Around half of our staff were 
called right away to reserves and schools and 
youth programming across the country were 
canceled. What do we do? How do we move 
forward and try to salvage a year that had so 
many plans and dreams waiting to be actual-
ized? Who do we turn to? The answer was the 
third generation. Our dedicated and selfless 
team of volunteer advisors pushed forward 
and led our teens in a year we will never 
forget. From finishing Sefer Tehillim twice 
daily, learning Torah as a shmirah for our 
Chayalim in our Chavrutot Barzel program, 
running a carnival for families evacuated 
from the South, or volunteering in local 
community initiatives, our staff and teens 
pushed forward, and became active players 
in Am Yisrael’s battle. Despite the challenges 
we faced throughout the year, this year was 
highlighted by impressive accomplishments. 
We continued to run regular regional and 
local programming highlighted by our three 
largest regional Shabbatonim in NCSY Israel 
history, launched our newest program “YAIR” 
a day of Torah learning and inspiration which 
concluded with an inspiring musical experi-
ence, and our NCSY Chai summer experience 
relocated to Yad Binyanim to provide yet 
another unforgettable and impactful summer 
experience. 

Add in something about the new year for 
5785 and new programming tied and then 
you can end with the concluding sentence 
that follows.

As we reflect on the 5784 program year we 
are filled with pride, passion, and tikvah look-
ing towards the future. A new spirit is filling 

the Land of Israel and the Jewish Nation. A 
spirit led by the third generation which will 
,God willing, be leading us to rebuilding the 
third Beit Hamikdash soon in our days! 
Thank You,
Rabbi Michael Kahn
Executive Director, NCSY Israel
and
Rabbi Yosef Ginsberg
Regional Director, NCSY Israel

Message from  
NCSY’s Board Chair

Dear Friends, 
“Tzav 8.” Two words that parents in Israel 

dread the most. An emergency recall of 
reserve soldiers for a mission of unknown 
length or severity. 

The Seventh of October triggered a Tzav 
8, and our soldiers responded heroically by 
waging a war against our modern-day Ama-
lek. Too many of our youth have fallen in this 
righteous war, but even more have inspired 
us with acts of pure selflessness and courage. 

Tzav 8 was a call to action, an awakening of 
our global national spirit, rousing Jews from 
across the world to protect our homeland and 
our Jewish future. But it wasn’t limited to the 
deployment of our soldiers. There was more. 
And there must be more. 

In the wake of this war of survival, there 
will be consequences that will be felt for 
generations - especially by our youth who 
will be asked to serve knowing full well that 
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conflict is a real possibility. 
War also triggers spiritual challenges: our 

youth will rightfully ask tough questions, 
seeking to understand what is happening, 
and why. Someone needs to step up and 
answer those questions and help prepare 
and inspire our youth to live in a world that 
knows war. 

The infamous Tzav 8 of October 7 was also 
a galvanization of NCSY Israel. Very quickly, 
we pivoted to work closely with our NCSYers 
during these most difficult times, specifically 
in the serious issues that war creates – even 
as many of our advisors and senior staff were 
called into reserve duty. Even with one hand 
tied behind our back, our staff delivered. 

Special programming, Shabbatons, and 
regional and local events provided the criti-
cal assistance our youth needed to navigate 
the war, so far. As one graduating NCSYer 
told me: “There is nothing in the world that 
would have prevented me from coming to 
Spring Regional Shabbaton because of what 
my advisors have meant to me.” He went three 
hours out of his way and left a family vacation 
early to join us. 

The war has further crystallized the criti-
cal role NCSY Israel plays in the lives of our 
future fighters and Bnei and Bnot Sherut, by 
providing a safe environment for each teen to 

be reached and inspired. We meet each teen 
where they are, without judgment, and help 
feed the powerful spirit that will be needed 
to defeat our enemies and build a country 
worthy of Hashem’s blessing. We will answer 
the tough questions and dance with them to 
celebrate what we must not take for granted. 

This past year was truly a Year of Resilience 
for NCSY Israel, and we invite you to join us 
in this holy work. With your support we can 
accomplish so much more, because it takes 
a nation to raise our youth. And our youth 
need us very badly. 

With warm wishes for a Shana Tova, and 
a 5785 of peace, health, tranquility and 
salvation.
Sincerely, 
Yigal Marcus 
Board Chair, NCSY Israel 

 

 

 

 

 
www.angelrealty.co.il 

For Sale in Efrat 
Dagan: * Special house with 
pool, 240m. Large outdoor area, 
2 private parking spots. Must 
see! 7.350.000 NIS  
Dagan: * Corner semi attached 
home- 7 rooms, great location! 
2 private parking spots. 
4.550.000 NIS 
Zayit: * 3 room apt. (near 
Shirat David), private parking 
2,175,000 NIS 
Zayit:* 4 room garden apt. 
Stunning view 2.750.000 NIS  

 
Gabi- 0524588716  

  

 חוה"מ�סוכות�תשפ”ה
18-23/10

 (closed chag and Shabbat)

picking Pomegranates, 
Clementines & Avocado   

Kashrut Eida Hacharedit and Rav Landau 

For full details and registration
 WhatsApp this number: 055-5593119 

Follow on Facebook at KatifBGimzo 
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Unique 190 sqm luxurious penthouse with private roof 
in Mamilla, first line to magnificent Old City views

Musrara- Stunning 300 sqm apartment, large Sukkah 
terrace, pool, gym, doorman, adjacent to the Old City

Baka-New penthouse 180 sqm, high finishes, large 
succah terrace, 40 sqm storage, parking

Splendid new apartment Talbieh- 190 sqm, large 
succah terrace facing beautiful views, hotel facilities

Deborah Touitou +972(0)54-480-4767
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il

KEHILLAT RAMBAN Presents
Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter

PREPARING FOR YOM KIPPUR
On the Significance of  
Ben Adam Le-Chavero

Thursday, October 10 / 9 Tishrei
8:00pm

4 Amazia Street, Jerusalem
Please join us!
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Got Aliyah questions?  
We've got answers!

*3680
answers@nbn.org.il

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH

ובשורות טובות!
שנה טובה
 Wishing you a year filled
 with simcha, safety, and

 endless opportunities for
bracha & growth
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WE CHOOSE LIFE  
October 7 Solidarity Mission
Stand in solidarity with the land and the people of Israel

October 6–9, 2024
Day Rates Available

For more information and 
to register, visit  

jnf.org/ 
solidaritymission

Authentic building in Baka, charming duplex penthouse 
220 sqm, amazing terrace of 60 sqm, 5 rooms, Private 
parking, fire place, only 9,200,000 NIS! - JULIA- 054-7007436

San Simon- 105 sqm apartment in a newly building, 4 
rooms, balcony, private parking and storage room, only 
5,800,000 NIS- MAYA- 054-6650184 

Old Katamon small lane- New garden apartment in new 
building, 95 sqm apartment with private garden, layout 
according to buyer, ready in 1.5 year- MAYA- 054-6650184 

Small quiet lane of German Colony- New private house 
of 500 sqm built, prime location, plot of 560 sqm, 3 levels, 
possibility for a pool, high ceilings, full of character and light, 
views- DEBORAH-054-4804767

Magnificent Unique 300 sqm garden apartment in 
a small lane of Baka- Authentic original house with 
high ceilings, arches windows, separate unit, basement - 
DEBORAH-054-4804767

Most Exquisite Properties in Jerusalem!

Deborah Touitou 054-480-4767  Off: 02-6744000
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
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SHIUR SPONSORS
TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT 

Chana Spivack - 050-229-4951 or donate online: 
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR  
Sponsored for this academic year by the Frist family  

in memory of their beloved daughter and sister  
Elisheva Frist a”h – אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ע”ה

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN’S SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2024-2025 academic year by the  

Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families  
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z”l

  מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז”ל 
וצביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל ע”ה

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Resumes
Oct 15th12:30-1:15pm
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Help us rebuild our Teen Centers to give 
Israel’s future a safe place to flourish.

O U I S R A E L . O R G / P R O M I S E

TOMORROW'S 
IDF COMMANDER
JUST GOT UP 
FROM SHIVA.
His dad was killed fighting Hamas.
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Greetings exchanged on the first night of RH, after Maariv

to one male:

לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
to one female:

לשנה טובה תכתבי ותחתמי לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
to males or mixed group (and commonly used for female plural too):

לשנה טובה תכתבו ותחתמו לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
"traditional" (but possibly obsolete?) for females (plural)

לשנה טובה תכתבנה ותחתמנה לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
From the first morning of Rosh HaShana through Yom Kippur,

the traditional greeting is day

 גמר חתימה טובה

Candle Lighting for RH הדלקת נרות לראש השנה
בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה ה' אֱלֹקינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם, אֲשֶׁר קִדְּשָׁנוּ בְּמִצְוֹתָיו וְצִוָּנוּ 

לְהַדְלִיק נֵר שֶׁל ]שַׁבָּת ושל[ יום טוב.

יעָנוּ לַזְמַן  מָנוּ וְהִגִּ הֶחֱיָנוּ וְקִיְּ ה ה' אֱלֹקֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם שֶׁ רוּךְ אַתָּ בָּ
ה הַזֶּ

נַי וְאֵת אָבִי וְאֵת  עֲלִי )וְאֵת בָּ חוֹנֵן אוֹתִי וְאֵת בַּ תְּ פָנֶיךָ ה' אֱלֹקי וֵאלֹקי אֲבוֹתַי, שֶׁ יְהִי רָצוֹן מִלְּ
רוֹן טוֹבָה  זִכָּ רֵנוּ בְּ ים, וְתִזְכְּ ים טוֹבִים וַאֲרֻכִּ ן לָנוּ וּלְכָל יִשְרָׂאֵל חַיִּ ל קְרוֹבַי, וְתִתֵּ י( וְאֵת כָּ אִמִּ
נִים  בָּ ל  לְגַדֵּ נוּ  וְזַכֵּ תוֹכֵנוּ,  בְּ כִינָתֶךָ  שְׁ ין  כִּ וְתַשְׁ וְרַחֲמִים,  יְשׁוּעָה  ת  פְקֻדַּ בִּ וְתִפְקְדֵנוּ  וּבְרָכָה, 
בֵקִים,  ה' דְּ י אֱמֶת זֶרַע קדֶֹשׁ, בַּ נִים חֲכָמִים וּנְבוֹנִים, אוֹהֲבֵי ה', יִרְאֵי אֱלֹקים, אַנְשֵׁ וּבְנִי בָּ
מַע  א שְׁ תּוֹרָה וּבְמַעֲשִיׂם טוֹבִים, וּבְכָל מְלֶאכֶת עֲבוֹדַת הַבּוֹרֵא. אָנָּ וּמְאִירִים אֵת הָעוֹלָם בַּ
ה לְעוֹלָם וָעֶד  א יִכְבֶּ לֹּ זְכוּת שָרָׂה וְרִבְקָה וְרָחֵל וְלֵאָה אִמּוֹתֵינוּ, וְהָאֵר נֵרֵנוּ שֶׁ חִנָתִי, בִּ אֵת תְּ

עָה, אָמֵן. שֵׁ נֶיךָ וְנִוָּ וְהָאֵר פָּ
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Greetings exchanged on the first night of RH, after Maariv

to one male:

לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
to one female:

לשנה טובה תכתבי ותחתמי לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
to males or mixed group (and commonly used for female plural too):

לשנה טובה תכתבו ותחתמו לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
"traditional" (but possibly obsolete?) for females (plural)

לשנה טובה תכתבנה ותחתמנה לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
From the first morning of Rosh HaShana through Yom Kippur,

the traditional greeting is day

 גמר חתימה טובה

Candle Lighting for RH הדלקת נרות לראש השנה
בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה ה' אֱלֹקינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם, אֲשֶׁר קִדְּשָׁנוּ בְּמִצְוֹתָיו וְצִוָּנוּ 

לְהַדְלִיק נֵר שֶׁל ]שַׁבָּת ושל[ יום טוב.

יעָנוּ לַזְמַן  מָנוּ וְהִגִּ הֶחֱיָנוּ וְקִיְּ ה ה' אֱלֹקֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם שֶׁ רוּךְ אַתָּ בָּ
ה הַזֶּ

נַי וְאֵת אָבִי וְאֵת  עֲלִי )וְאֵת בָּ חוֹנֵן אוֹתִי וְאֵת בַּ תְּ פָנֶיךָ ה' אֱלֹקי וֵאלֹקי אֲבוֹתַי, שֶׁ יְהִי רָצוֹן מִלְּ
רוֹן טוֹבָה  זִכָּ רֵנוּ בְּ ים, וְתִזְכְּ ים טוֹבִים וַאֲרֻכִּ ן לָנוּ וּלְכָל יִשְרָׂאֵל חַיִּ ל קְרוֹבַי, וְתִתֵּ י( וְאֵת כָּ אִמִּ
נִים  בָּ ל  לְגַדֵּ נוּ  וְזַכֵּ תוֹכֵנוּ,  בְּ כִינָתֶךָ  שְׁ ין  כִּ וְתַשְׁ וְרַחֲמִים,  יְשׁוּעָה  ת  פְקֻדַּ בִּ וְתִפְקְדֵנוּ  וּבְרָכָה, 
בֵקִים,  ה' דְּ י אֱמֶת זֶרַע קדֶֹשׁ, בַּ נִים חֲכָמִים וּנְבוֹנִים, אוֹהֲבֵי ה', יִרְאֵי אֱלֹקים, אַנְשֵׁ וּבְנִי בָּ
מַע  א שְׁ תּוֹרָה וּבְמַעֲשִיׂם טוֹבִים, וּבְכָל מְלֶאכֶת עֲבוֹדַת הַבּוֹרֵא. אָנָּ וּמְאִירִים אֵת הָעוֹלָם בַּ
ה לְעוֹלָם וָעֶד  א יִכְבֶּ לֹּ זְכוּת שָרָׂה וְרִבְקָה וְרָחֵל וְלֵאָה אִמּוֹתֵינוּ, וְהָאֵר נֵרֵנוּ שֶׁ חִנָתִי, בִּ אֵת תְּ

עָה, אָמֵן. שֵׁ נֶיךָ וְנִוָּ וְהָאֵר פָּ
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וֹֹּבּתַַי  נָָּן וְְרַַ סַַבְְרִִי מָָרָָנָָן וְְרַַבָּ�

פֶֶּן. רִִּי הַַגָּ�  וֹֹּבּרֵֵא פְּ� ה ה’ אֱֱלֹקֹינּוּ מֶֶלֶֶךְְ הָָעוֹֹלָָם  רּוּךְְ אַַתָּ�ּ בָּ�ּ
וֹֹׁשׁן  ל לָָ ל עָָם וְְרוֹֹמְְמָָנּוּ מִִכָּ�ּ נּוּ מִִכָּ�ּ חַַּר בָּ�ּ ר בָּ� ׁ ה ה’ אֱֱלֹקֹינּוּ מֶֶלֶֶךְְ הָָעוֹֹלָָם אֲֲשֶׁ� רּוּךְְ אַַתָּ�ּ בָּ�ּ
רעָָּוּה  רוֹֹן הַַזֶֶה, יום תְּ�ּ כָּּ�ּ אַַּהֲֲבָָה אֶֶת יוֹֹם  הַַזִּ� ן לָָנּוּ ה’ אֱֱלֹקֹינּוּ בְּ� תֶּּ�ּ מִִּצְְוֹֹתָָיו. וַַתִּ� נּוּ בְּ� ׁ שָּׁ� וְְקִִדְּ�
ים  ל־הָָעַַמִּ�ִ תָּ�ָ מִִכָּ�ָ ְ שְׁ� י בָֽֽנּוּ בָָחַֽֽרְְתָּ�ָ וְְאוֹֹתָֽֽנּוּ קִִדַּֽ�ֽ , זֵֵכֶֶר לִִיצִִיאַַת מִִצְְרָָיִִם. כִּ�ִ  מִִקְְרָָא קֹדֶֶֹׁשׁ

רון: כָּּ�ּ רָָׂאֵֵל וְְיום הַַזִּ� ׁשּׁ יִִשְׂ� ל הָָאָָרֶֶץ, מְְקַַדֵּ� ה ה’, מֶֶלֶֶךְְ עַַל כָּ�ּ רּוּךְְ אַַתָּ�ּ ם לָָעַַד. בָּ�ּ דְְּוּבָָרְְךָָ אֱֱמֶֶת וְְקַַיָּ�ּ

Both Nights
מַַּן הַַזֶֶה. יעָָנּוּ לַַזְּ� מָָּנּוּ וְְהִִגִּ�ּ הֶֶׁחֱֱיָָנּוּ וְְקִִיְּ�  ה ה’ אֱֱלֹקֹינּוּ מֶֶלֶֶךְְ הָָעוֹֹלָָם, שֶׁ� רּוּךְְ אַַתָּ�ּ בָּ�ּ

Kiddush for Rosh Hashana 

Kiddush for Rosh Hashana Day
מועֲֲדָָם( קְְרְְאּוּ אתָָם בְּ�ְ ר תִּ�ִ , אֲֲשֶׁ�ֶ ה מועֲֲדֵֵי ה’ מִִקְְרָָאֵֵי קדֶֶׁשׁ )אֵֵלֶּ�ֶ

וֹֹׁשׁפָָר  קְְּעּוּ בַַחֹדֶֶֹׁשׁ  רָָאֵֵל. תִּ� נֵֵי יִִשְׂ�ְ ה אֶֶת מעֲֲדֵֵי ה’, אֶֶל בְּ�ְ ֶ ר משֶׁ�  וַַיְְדַַבֵּ�ֵ
ט לֵֵאלֹקֵֵֹי יַַעֲֲקֹבֹ. ּ פָּׁ�  רָָׂאֵֵל הּוּא מִִשְׁ� י חֹקֹ לְְיִִשְׂ� נּוּ כִּ�ּ סֶֶּה לְְיוֹֹם חַַגֵּ�ּ כֵּּ� בַּ�

וֹֹּבּתַַי  נָָּן וְְרַַ סַַבְְרִִי מָָרָָנָָן  וְְרַַבָּ�

פֶֶּן. רִִּי הַַגָּ�  וֹֹּבּרֵֵא פְּ� ה ה’ אֱֱלֹקֹינּוּ מֶֶלֶֶךְְ הָָעוֹֹלָָם  רּוּךְְ אַַתָּ�ּ בָּ�ּ
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הדלקת נרות

Married women (as well as sin-
gle men/women at home)10 light 
candles for RH.11 The ברכה recited 
on both nights is “של נר    להדליק 

 Some women also have the custom .”יו"ט
to recite “שהחיינו” when lighting the can-
dles while others do not and rely on the 
 during kiddush. One can follow ”שהחיינו“
their family custom.12 On the first night 
of RH, one should light the candles before 
 though some have the custom to ,שקיעה
light the candles when returning from shul 
(but only from a preexisting flame).13 On 
the second night of RH, Ashkenazim light 
only after צאת הכוכבים and only from a pre-
existing flame.14 Additionally, the candles 
should not be prepared until after תצא הכוכ־

 but ,שקיעה Some Sephardim light before .בים
only from a preexisting flame.15  On both 
nights, both Ashkenazim and Sephardim 
recite the ברכה before lighting the can-
dles.16 As on the first night, some women 
have the custom to recite a “שהחיינו” on the 
second night, but ideally, they should only 
recite the ברכה if they will be eating a new 
fruit that night or if they are wearing a new 
dress that night. When reciting the “שהחיינו” 
they should have in mind that the ברכה 
should incorporate RH and the new fruit 

שו”ע או”ח סימן רסג-ב 10

11 Ibid. סעיף ה’
שמירת שבת כהלכתה )מד-ד( 12

 שש”כ )מד-ב( 13

שש”כ )מד-ג( 14

חזון עובדיה )עמ’ קפב( 15

משנה ברורה )סימן רסג סקכ”ז( 16

or the new dress.17 (If they have a new fruit, 
they should wait for kiddush before eating 
the fruit). After lighting the candles, one is 
not allowed to blow out the match.18 

GREETING A FRIEND

When greeting a friend on RH 
night and up until חצות 
on the 1st day of RH one 
should say “לשנה טובה תכתב 

 and to a woman ”ותחתם
one says “לשנה טובה תכתבי ותחתמי”. After that 
time, one should only say “חג שמח” or “good 
Yom Tov”.19 Some have the custom to say 
 on the second night ”לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם“
as well.20 

KIDDUSH

The ברכה of “שהחיינו” is recited on both 
nights of RH. On the second night 
of RH, one should wear a new gar-
ment or place new fruits on the 
table before kiddush. When 
reciting the “שהחיינו” one 
should have in mind that it 
goes on both RH and the new 
fruit.21 

סימנים

There is a custom based on the גמרא כריתות 

 to eat specific fruits and vegetables on )ו.(

שמירת שבת כהלכתה )מז-מד( 17

שו”ע סימן תקיד-א  18

רמ”א סימן תקפב-ט ומשנ”ב שם  19

ט”ז )שם סק”ד( 20

הליכות שלמה )פ”א-כ( 21
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The Rosh HaShana 'Seder' סדר ראש השנה
Customs for the night of Rosh HaShana vary from community to community and from 
family to family. This page is provided as a set of suggestions for those who do not have a 
fixed custom in their home. Nothing mentioned here is the final word on anything. If you 
are in doubt about anything, check with your Rav.

After KIDDUSH, wash for HaMotzi and eat from the LECHEM MISHNEH. Some use honey 
on the challa rather than salt. Some use salt for the HaMotzi and then take another piece 
of challa with honey. After challa with honey, say:

יהי רצון מלפניך ה אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שתתחדש עלינו שנה טובה 
ומתוקה

It is appropriate to respond to Y’HI RATZON statements of others with AMEIN, as they are 
bracha-like.

Since the fruits and vegetables to be eaten as part of the SEDER LEIL ROSH HASHANA are 
not “normal” components of a meal, they are not covered by the HaMotzi, and need their 
own brachot, which should be said in accordance with the "rules of brachot" - as follows...

Among the fruits of trees, one should say the bracha on the fruit with the highest priority: 
[1] Olive, [2] Date, [3] Grape, [4] Fig, [5] Pomegranate, [6] your favorite among fruits not 
of SHIV’AT HAMINIM, [7] a whole fruit, rather than a piece, [8] larger piece. This list does 
not imply that all these fruits [1]-[5] are part of your Leil Rosh HaShana Minhag; the full 
list of priorities is provided to cover any situation.

ברוך אתה ה אלוקינו מלך העולם, בורא פרי העץ.
Among vegetables, make the bracha on what you like best. Between HaEitz and HaAdama, 
HaEitz will usually be said first, unless you have a HaAdama that you like better than any 
of the fruits, in which case, HaAdama will precede HaEitz (even over 7-Minim).

ברוך אתה ה אלוקינו מלך העולם, בורא פרי האדמה.
If one or more fruits require a epigdy, they will be covered by the epigdy of Kiddush, if 
they are on the table at the time. Otherwise, one additional epigdy should be said (even if 
there are more than one fruit that “need” it). 

When all brachot are taken care of, many eat a slice of (sweet) apple dipped in honey. The 
Y’HI RATZON above can be repeated for the Apple & Honey.

From this point on, whichever of the items on the next page that you have - to eat
(or even to just be on the table), say the appropriate Y’HI RATZON.
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For RUBIYA (black-eyed peas):
יהי רצון מלפניך ה אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שירבו זכויותינו

For KARTI (leek):
שייכרתו  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 

שונאינו

For SILKA (beets or mangold):
שיסתלקו  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 

אויבינו

For DATES:
יהי רצון מלפניך ה אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שייתמו שונאינו

For KARA (type of squash, pale green):
some say this for carrots - play on words גזר

גזר  שיקרע  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 
דיננו, ויקראו לפניך זכויותינו

For POMEGRANATE:
שנרבה  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 

זכויותינו כרימון

If one eats FISH on Leil Rosh HaShana, say the following:
יהי רצון מלפניך ה אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שנפרה ונרבה 
כדגים ושלא תהא עין הרע שולטת בנו כדגים הללו שאין עין 

הרע שולטת בהם

Some place the HEAD of a ram or fish on the table and say:
יהי רצון מלפניך ה אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שנהיה לראש 

ולא לזנב

If one eats the meat of a sheep (preferably a ram), he says:
יהי רצון שתזכר לנו אילו של יצחק
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Tashlich
After mincha on the first day of Rosh Hashana, there is a custom of תשליך, where one 
goes to the river and recites verses pertaining to תשובה from )1.ספר מיכה )ז:יט There are 
various reasons for this custom including the fact that the מדרש teaches that the שטן tried 
drowning אברהם in a river on the way to the עקידה and we want to remind ourselves of 
 ,s determination and devotion2 (and learn from it). If there is no river nearby’אברהם אבינו
you can recite it on water in a well3 or even on a cup of water4. 

נַחֲלָתוֹ לאֹ הֶחֱזִיק לָעַד אַפּוֹ כִּי חָפֵץ חֶסֶד הוּא: יָשׁוּב  עָוֹן וְעוֹבֵר עַל פֶּשַׁע לִשְׁאֵרִית  מִי קל כָּמוֹךָ נוֹשא 
יְרַחֲמֵנוּ יִכְבּוֹשׁ עֲוֹנוֹתֵינוּ וְתַשְׁלִיךְ בִּמְצֻלוֹת יָם כָּל חַטּאֹתָם: תִּתֵּן אֱמֶת לְיַעֲקבֹ חֶסֶד לְאַבְרָהָם אֲשֶׁר נִשְׁבַּעְתָּ 

לַאֲבוֹתֵינוּ מִימֵי קֶדֶם:

מִן הַמֵּצַר קָרָאתִי קהּ עָנָנִי בַמֶּרְחַב קה ה' לִי לאֹ אִירָא מַה יַּעֲשה לִי אָדָם ה' לִי בְּעוֹזְרָי וַאֲנִי אֶרְאֶה בְשנְאָי 
טוֹב לַחֲסוֹת בַּה' מִבְּטחַֹ בָּאָדָם טוֹב לַחֲסוֹת בַּה' מִבְּטחַֹ בִּנְדִיבִים:

שׁ  חָדָ֑ יר  שִׁ֣ ירוּ-ל֖וֹ  שִֽׁ זַמְּרוּ-לֽוֹ:  שׂ֗וֹר  עָ֝ בֶל  בְּנֵ֥ בְּכִנּ֑וֹר  לַה'  הוֹד֣וּ  ה:  תְהִלָּֽ ה  נָאוָ֥ ים  יְשָׁרִ֗ לַ֝ ה'  בַּֽ דִּיקִים  צַ֭ רַנְּנ֣וּ 
ה  מָלְאָ֥ סֶד ה'  חֶ֥ ט  וּמִשְׁפָּ֑ ה  צְדָקָ֣ הֵב  אֹ֭ ה:  בֶּאֱמוּנָֽ הוּ  עֲשֵׂ֗ וְכָל-מַ֝ ה  דְּבַר-יְהוָ֑ ר  י-יָשָׁ֥ כִּֽ ה:  בִּתְרוּעָֽ ן  גֵּ֗ נַ֝ יבוּ  הֵיטִ֥
ה'  ירְא֣וּ מֵ֭ ן בְּאצָֹר֣וֹת תְּהוֹמֽוֹת: יִֽ ם נתֵֹ֖ י הַיָּ֑ נֵּד מֵ֣ ס כַּ֭ ם: כּנֵֹ֣ יו כָּל-צְבָאָֽ ֗ יִם נַעֲשׂ֑וּ וּבְר֥וּחַ פִּ֝ ר ה' שָׁמַ֣ רֶץ: בִּדְבַ֣ הָאָֽ
יא  נִ֗ הֵ֝ ם  עֲצַת-גּוֹיִ֑ יר  הֵפִ֥ ד: ה'  ֽיַּעֲמֹֽ וַֽ ה  וָּ֗ הֽוּא-צִ֝ הִי  וַיֶּ֑ ר  אָמַ֣ ה֣וּא  י  כִּ֤ ל:  תֵבֵֽ י  כָּל-ישְֹׁבֵ֥ ג֗וּרוּ  יָ֝ נּוּ  מִמֶּ֥ רֶץ  כָּל-הָאָ֑
ר  ם | בָּחַ֖ גּוֹי אֲשֶׁר-ה' אֱלֹק֑יו הָעָ֓ י הַ֭ ר: אַשְׁרֵ֣ ר וָדֹֽ בּ֗וֹ לְדֹ֣ ד מַחְשְׁב֥וֹת לִ֝ ם תַּעֲמֹ֑ ת ה' לְעוֹלָ֣ ים: עֲצַ֣ מַחְשְׁב֥וֹת עַמִּֽ
ר  רֶץ: הַיּצֵֹ֣ י הָאָֽ ל כָּל-ישְֹׁבֵ֣ יחַ אֶ֖ מְּכוֹן-שִׁבְתּ֥וֹ הִשְׁגִּ֑ ם: מִֽ י הָאָדָֽ ת-כָּל-בְּנֵ֥ ה אֶֽ אָ֗ יט ה' רָ֝ שָּׁמַיִם הִבִּ֣ ה לֽוֹ: מִ֭ לְנַחֲלָ֣
סּוּס  הַ֭ קֶר  שֶׁ֣ חַ:  בְּרָב-כֹּֽ ל  א-יִנָּצֵ֥ לֹֽ בּ֗וֹר  גִּ֝ יִל  בְּרָב-חָ֑ ע  נוֹשָׁ֣ מֶּלֶךְ  ין-הַ֭ אֵֽ ם:  אֶל-כָּל-מַעֲשֵׂיהֶֽ ין  מֵּבִ֗ הַ֝ ם  לִבָּ֑ חַד  יַ֣
ם  ם וּ֝לְחַיּוֹתָ֗ וֶת נַפְשָׁ֑ יל מִמָּ֣ ים לְחַסְדּֽוֹ: לְהַצִּ֣ מְיַחֲלִ֥ יו לַֽ ין ה' אֶל-יְרֵאָ֑ ה עֵ֣ ט: הִנֵּ֤ א יְמַלֵּֽ יל֗וֹ לֹ֣ ב חֵ֝ ה וּבְרֹ֥ לִתְשׁוּעָ֑
י-חַסְדְּךָ֣ ה'  חְנוּ: יְהִֽ ם קָדְשׁ֣וֹ בָטָֽ י בְשֵׁ֖ נוּ כִּ֤ ח לִבֵּ֑ נוּ הֽוּא: כִּי-ב֭וֹ יִשְׂמַ֣ נוּ וּמָגִנֵּ֣ ה' עֶזְרֵ֖ ה לַֽ פְשֵׁנוּ חִכְּתָ֣ ב: נַ֭ בָּרָעָֽ

ךְ: לְנוּ לָֽ ר יִחַ֥ אֲשֶׁ֗ ינוּ כַּ֝ עָלֵ֑

לאֹ יָרֵעוּ וְלאֹ יַשְׁחִיתוּ בְּכָל הַר קָדְשִׁי, כִּי מָלְאָה הָאָרֶץ דֵּעָה אֶת ה' כַּמַּיִם לַיָּם מְכַסִּים:

ה  י-יַעֲלֶ֥ הָ: מִֽ הָר֗וֹת יְכוֹנְנֶֽ הּ וְעַל-נְ֝ ים יְסָדָ֑ הּ: כִּי-ה֖וּא עַל-יַמִּ֣ שְׁבֵי בָֽ ל וְיֹ֣ בֵ֗ הּ תֵּ֝ רֶץ וּמְלוֹאָ֑ ה' הָאָ֣ ֽ זְמ֥וֹר לַ֭ ד מִ֫ לְדָוִ֗
ע  א נִשְׁבַּ֣ י וְלֹ֖ וְא )נפשו(  נַפְשִׁ֑ א לַשָּׁ֣ ר | לאֹ-נָשָׂ֣ ב אֲשֶׁ֤ בָ֥ יִם וּֽבַר-לֵ֫ י כַפַּ֗ קוּם בִּמְק֥וֹם קָדְשֽׁוֹ: נְקִ֥ בְהַר-ה' וּמִי-יָ֝

רמ”א תקפג-ב  1

משנ”ב תקפג סק”ח  2

כף החיים סימן תקפג סק”ל  3
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Tashlich
After mincha on the first day of Rosh Hashana, there is a custom of תשליך, where one 
goes to the river and recites verses pertaining to תשובה from )1.ספר מיכה )ז:יט There are 
various reasons for this custom including the fact that the מדרש teaches that the שטן tried 
drowning אברהם in a river on the way to the עקידה and we want to remind ourselves of 
 ,s determination and devotion2 (and learn from it). If there is no river nearby’אברהם אבינו
you can recite it on water in a well3 or even on a cup of water4. 

נַחֲלָתוֹ לאֹ הֶחֱזִיק לָעַד אַפּוֹ כִּי חָפֵץ חֶסֶד הוּא: יָשׁוּב  עָוֹן וְעוֹבֵר עַל פֶּשַׁע לִשְׁאֵרִית  מִי קל כָּמוֹךָ נוֹשא 
יְרַחֲמֵנוּ יִכְבּוֹשׁ עֲוֹנוֹתֵינוּ וְתַשְׁלִיךְ בִּמְצֻלוֹת יָם כָּל חַטּאֹתָם: תִּתֵּן אֱמֶת לְיַעֲקבֹ חֶסֶד לְאַבְרָהָם אֲשֶׁר נִשְׁבַּעְתָּ 

לַאֲבוֹתֵינוּ מִימֵי קֶדֶם:

מִן הַמֵּצַר קָרָאתִי קהּ עָנָנִי בַמֶּרְחַב קה ה' לִי לאֹ אִירָא מַה יַּעֲשה לִי אָדָם ה' לִי בְּעוֹזְרָי וַאֲנִי אֶרְאֶה בְשנְאָי 
טוֹב לַחֲסוֹת בַּה' מִבְּטחַֹ בָּאָדָם טוֹב לַחֲסוֹת בַּה' מִבְּטחַֹ בִּנְדִיבִים:

שׁ  חָדָ֑ יר  שִׁ֣ ירוּ-ל֖וֹ  שִֽׁ זַמְּרוּ-לֽוֹ:  שׂ֗וֹר  עָ֝ בֶל  בְּנֵ֥ בְּכִנּ֑וֹר  לַה'  הוֹד֣וּ  ה:  תְהִלָּֽ ה  נָאוָ֥ ים  יְשָׁרִ֗ לַ֝ ה'  בַּֽ דִּיקִים  צַ֭ רַנְּנ֣וּ 
ה  מָלְאָ֥ סֶד ה'  חֶ֥ ט  וּמִשְׁפָּ֑ ה  צְדָקָ֣ הֵב  אֹ֭ ה:  בֶּאֱמוּנָֽ הוּ  עֲשֵׂ֗ וְכָל-מַ֝ ה  דְּבַר-יְהוָ֑ ר  י-יָשָׁ֥ כִּֽ ה:  בִּתְרוּעָֽ ן  גֵּ֗ נַ֝ יבוּ  הֵיטִ֥
ה'  ירְא֣וּ מֵ֭ ן בְּאצָֹר֣וֹת תְּהוֹמֽוֹת: יִֽ ם נתֵֹ֖ י הַיָּ֑ נֵּד מֵ֣ ס כַּ֭ ם: כּנֵֹ֣ יו כָּל-צְבָאָֽ ֗ יִם נַעֲשׂ֑וּ וּבְר֥וּחַ פִּ֝ ר ה' שָׁמַ֣ רֶץ: בִּדְבַ֣ הָאָֽ
יא  נִ֗ הֵ֝ ם  עֲצַת-גּוֹיִ֑ יר  הֵפִ֥ ד: ה'  ֽיַּעֲמֹֽ וַֽ ה  וָּ֗ הֽוּא-צִ֝ הִי  וַיֶּ֑ ר  אָמַ֣ ה֣וּא  י  כִּ֤ ל:  תֵבֵֽ י  כָּל-ישְֹׁבֵ֥ ג֗וּרוּ  יָ֝ נּוּ  מִמֶּ֥ רֶץ  כָּל-הָאָ֑
ר  ם | בָּחַ֖ גּוֹי אֲשֶׁר-ה' אֱלֹק֑יו הָעָ֓ י הַ֭ ר: אַשְׁרֵ֣ ר וָדֹֽ בּ֗וֹ לְדֹ֣ ד מַחְשְׁב֥וֹת לִ֝ ם תַּעֲמֹ֑ ת ה' לְעוֹלָ֣ ים: עֲצַ֣ מַחְשְׁב֥וֹת עַמִּֽ
ר  רֶץ: הַיּצֵֹ֣ י הָאָֽ ל כָּל-ישְֹׁבֵ֣ יחַ אֶ֖ מְּכוֹן-שִׁבְתּ֥וֹ הִשְׁגִּ֑ ם: מִֽ י הָאָדָֽ ת-כָּל-בְּנֵ֥ ה אֶֽ אָ֗ יט ה' רָ֝ שָּׁמַיִם הִבִּ֣ ה לֽוֹ: מִ֭ לְנַחֲלָ֣
סּוּס  הַ֭ קֶר  שֶׁ֣ חַ:  בְּרָב-כֹּֽ ל  א-יִנָּצֵ֥ לֹֽ בּ֗וֹר  גִּ֝ יִל  בְּרָב-חָ֑ ע  נוֹשָׁ֣ מֶּלֶךְ  ין-הַ֭ אֵֽ ם:  אֶל-כָּל-מַעֲשֵׂיהֶֽ ין  מֵּבִ֗ הַ֝ ם  לִבָּ֑ חַד  יַ֣
ם  ם וּ֝לְחַיּוֹתָ֗ וֶת נַפְשָׁ֑ יל מִמָּ֣ ים לְחַסְדּֽוֹ: לְהַצִּ֣ מְיַחֲלִ֥ יו לַֽ ין ה' אֶל-יְרֵאָ֑ ה עֵ֣ ט: הִנֵּ֤ א יְמַלֵּֽ יל֗וֹ לֹ֣ ב חֵ֝ ה וּבְרֹ֥ לִתְשׁוּעָ֑
י-חַסְדְּךָ֣ ה'  חְנוּ: יְהִֽ ם קָדְשׁ֣וֹ בָטָֽ י בְשֵׁ֖ נוּ כִּ֤ ח לִבֵּ֑ נוּ הֽוּא: כִּי-ב֭וֹ יִשְׂמַ֣ נוּ וּמָגִנֵּ֣ ה' עֶזְרֵ֖ ה לַֽ פְשֵׁנוּ חִכְּתָ֣ ב: נַ֭ בָּרָעָֽ

ךְ: לְנוּ לָֽ ר יִחַ֥ אֲשֶׁ֗ ינוּ כַּ֝ עָלֵ֑

לאֹ יָרֵעוּ וְלאֹ יַשְׁחִיתוּ בְּכָל הַר קָדְשִׁי, כִּי מָלְאָה הָאָרֶץ דֵּעָה אֶת ה' כַּמַּיִם לַיָּם מְכַסִּים:

ה  י-יַעֲלֶ֥ הָ: מִֽ הָר֗וֹת יְכוֹנְנֶֽ הּ וְעַל-נְ֝ ים יְסָדָ֑ הּ: כִּי-ה֖וּא עַל-יַמִּ֣ שְׁבֵי בָֽ ל וְיֹ֣ בֵ֗ הּ תֵּ֝ רֶץ וּמְלוֹאָ֑ ה' הָאָ֣ ֽ זְמ֥וֹר לַ֭ ד מִ֫ לְדָוִ֗
ע  א נִשְׁבַּ֣ י וְלֹ֖ וְא )נפשו(  נַפְשִׁ֑ א לַשָּׁ֣ ר | לאֹ-נָשָׂ֣ ב אֲשֶׁ֤ בָ֥ יִם וּֽבַר-לֵ֫ י כַפַּ֗ קוּם בִּמְק֥וֹם קָדְשֽׁוֹ: נְקִ֥ בְהַר-ה' וּמִי-יָ֝

רמ”א תקפג-ב  1

משנ”ב תקפג סק”ח  2

כף החיים סימן תקפג סק”ל  3
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Tashlich
After mincha on the first day of Rosh Hashana, there is a custom of תשליך, where one 
goes to the river and recites verses pertaining to תשובה from )1.ספר מיכה )ז:יט There are 
various reasons for this custom including the fact that the מדרש teaches that the שטן tried 
drowning אברהם in a river on the way to the עקידה and we want to remind ourselves of 
 ,s determination and devotion2 (and learn from it). If there is no river nearby’אברהם אבינו
you can recite it on water in a well3 or even on a cup of water4. 

נַחֲלָתוֹ לאֹ הֶחֱזִיק לָעַד אַפּוֹ כִּי חָפֵץ חֶסֶד הוּא: יָשׁוּב  עָוֹן וְעוֹבֵר עַל פֶּשַׁע לִשְׁאֵרִית  מִי קל כָּמוֹךָ נוֹשא 
יְרַחֲמֵנוּ יִכְבּוֹשׁ עֲוֹנוֹתֵינוּ וְתַשְׁלִיךְ בִּמְצֻלוֹת יָם כָּל חַטּאֹתָם: תִּתֵּן אֱמֶת לְיַעֲקבֹ חֶסֶד לְאַבְרָהָם אֲשֶׁר נִשְׁבַּעְתָּ 

לַאֲבוֹתֵינוּ מִימֵי קֶדֶם:

מִן הַמֵּצַר קָרָאתִי קהּ עָנָנִי בַמֶּרְחַב קה ה' לִי לאֹ אִירָא מַה יַּעֲשה לִי אָדָם ה' לִי בְּעוֹזְרָי וַאֲנִי אֶרְאֶה בְשנְאָי 
טוֹב לַחֲסוֹת בַּה' מִבְּטחַֹ בָּאָדָם טוֹב לַחֲסוֹת בַּה' מִבְּטחַֹ בִּנְדִיבִים:

שׁ  חָדָ֑ יר  שִׁ֣ ירוּ-ל֖וֹ  שִֽׁ זַמְּרוּ-לֽוֹ:  שׂ֗וֹר  עָ֝ בֶל  בְּנֵ֥ בְּכִנּ֑וֹר  לַה'  הוֹד֣וּ  ה:  תְהִלָּֽ ה  נָאוָ֥ ים  יְשָׁרִ֗ לַ֝ ה'  בַּֽ דִּיקִים  צַ֭ רַנְּנ֣וּ 
ה  מָלְאָ֥ סֶד ה'  חֶ֥ ט  וּמִשְׁפָּ֑ ה  צְדָקָ֣ הֵב  אֹ֭ ה:  בֶּאֱמוּנָֽ הוּ  עֲשֵׂ֗ וְכָל-מַ֝ ה  דְּבַר-יְהוָ֑ ר  י-יָשָׁ֥ כִּֽ ה:  בִּתְרוּעָֽ ן  גֵּ֗ נַ֝ יבוּ  הֵיטִ֥
ה'  ירְא֣וּ מֵ֭ ן בְּאצָֹר֣וֹת תְּהוֹמֽוֹת: יִֽ ם נתֵֹ֖ י הַיָּ֑ נֵּד מֵ֣ ס כַּ֭ ם: כּנֵֹ֣ יו כָּל-צְבָאָֽ ֗ יִם נַעֲשׂ֑וּ וּבְר֥וּחַ פִּ֝ ר ה' שָׁמַ֣ רֶץ: בִּדְבַ֣ הָאָֽ
יא  נִ֗ הֵ֝ ם  עֲצַת-גּוֹיִ֑ יר  הֵפִ֥ ד: ה'  ֽיַּעֲמֹֽ וַֽ ה  וָּ֗ הֽוּא-צִ֝ הִי  וַיֶּ֑ ר  אָמַ֣ ה֣וּא  י  כִּ֤ ל:  תֵבֵֽ י  כָּל-ישְֹׁבֵ֥ ג֗וּרוּ  יָ֝ נּוּ  מִמֶּ֥ רֶץ  כָּל-הָאָ֑
ר  ם | בָּחַ֖ גּוֹי אֲשֶׁר-ה' אֱלֹק֑יו הָעָ֓ י הַ֭ ר: אַשְׁרֵ֣ ר וָדֹֽ בּ֗וֹ לְדֹ֣ ד מַחְשְׁב֥וֹת לִ֝ ם תַּעֲמֹ֑ ת ה' לְעוֹלָ֣ ים: עֲצַ֣ מַחְשְׁב֥וֹת עַמִּֽ
ר  רֶץ: הַיּצֵֹ֣ י הָאָֽ ל כָּל-ישְֹׁבֵ֣ יחַ אֶ֖ מְּכוֹן-שִׁבְתּ֥וֹ הִשְׁגִּ֑ ם: מִֽ י הָאָדָֽ ת-כָּל-בְּנֵ֥ ה אֶֽ אָ֗ יט ה' רָ֝ שָּׁמַיִם הִבִּ֣ ה לֽוֹ: מִ֭ לְנַחֲלָ֣
סּוּס  הַ֭ קֶר  שֶׁ֣ חַ:  בְּרָב-כֹּֽ ל  א-יִנָּצֵ֥ לֹֽ בּ֗וֹר  גִּ֝ יִל  בְּרָב-חָ֑ ע  נוֹשָׁ֣ מֶּלֶךְ  ין-הַ֭ אֵֽ ם:  אֶל-כָּל-מַעֲשֵׂיהֶֽ ין  מֵּבִ֗ הַ֝ ם  לִבָּ֑ חַד  יַ֣
ם  ם וּ֝לְחַיּוֹתָ֗ וֶת נַפְשָׁ֑ יל מִמָּ֣ ים לְחַסְדּֽוֹ: לְהַצִּ֣ מְיַחֲלִ֥ יו לַֽ ין ה' אֶל-יְרֵאָ֑ ה עֵ֣ ט: הִנֵּ֤ א יְמַלֵּֽ יל֗וֹ לֹ֣ ב חֵ֝ ה וּבְרֹ֥ לִתְשׁוּעָ֑
י-חַסְדְּךָ֣ ה'  חְנוּ: יְהִֽ ם קָדְשׁ֣וֹ בָטָֽ י בְשֵׁ֖ נוּ כִּ֤ ח לִבֵּ֑ נוּ הֽוּא: כִּי-ב֭וֹ יִשְׂמַ֣ נוּ וּמָגִנֵּ֣ ה' עֶזְרֵ֖ ה לַֽ פְשֵׁנוּ חִכְּתָ֣ ב: נַ֭ בָּרָעָֽ

ךְ: לְנוּ לָֽ ר יִחַ֥ אֲשֶׁ֗ ינוּ כַּ֝ עָלֵ֑

לאֹ יָרֵעוּ וְלאֹ יַשְׁחִיתוּ בְּכָל הַר קָדְשִׁי, כִּי מָלְאָה הָאָרֶץ דֵּעָה אֶת ה' כַּמַּיִם לַיָּם מְכַסִּים:

ה  י-יַעֲלֶ֥ הָ: מִֽ הָר֗וֹת יְכוֹנְנֶֽ הּ וְעַל-נְ֝ ים יְסָדָ֑ הּ: כִּי-ה֖וּא עַל-יַמִּ֣ שְׁבֵי בָֽ ל וְיֹ֣ בֵ֗ הּ תֵּ֝ רֶץ וּמְלוֹאָ֑ ה' הָאָ֣ ֽ זְמ֥וֹר לַ֭ ד מִ֫ לְדָוִ֗
ע  א נִשְׁבַּ֣ י וְלֹ֖ וְא )נפשו(  נַפְשִׁ֑ א לַשָּׁ֣ ר | לאֹ-נָשָׂ֣ ב אֲשֶׁ֤ בָ֥ יִם וּֽבַר-לֵ֫ י כַפַּ֗ קוּם בִּמְק֥וֹם קָדְשֽׁוֹ: נְקִ֥ בְהַר-ה' וּמִי-יָ֝

רמ”א תקפג-ב  1

משנ”ב תקפג סק”ח  2

כף החיים סימן תקפג סק”ל  3

 הליכות שלמה )פ”א ארחות הלכה הע’ 17( 4
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לָה:  ב סֶֽ יךָ יַעֲקֹ֣ י פָנֶ֖ יו מְבַקְשֵׁ֨ ה דּ֣וֹר )דרשו(  דּרְֹשָׁ֑ ה מֵאֱלֹקי יִשְׁעֽוֹ: זֶ֭ ת ה' וּ֝צְדָקָ֗ רָכָה מֵאֵ֣ א בְ֭ ה: יִשָּׂ֣ לְמִרְמָֽ
ב֥וֹד ה' עִזּ֣וּז וְגִבּ֑וֹר ה' גִּבּ֥וֹר  לֶךְ הַכָּ֫ י זֶה֮ מֶ֤ לֶךְ הַכָּבֽוֹד: מִ֥ יָב֗וֹא מֶ֣ ם וְ֝ י עוֹלָ֑ הִנָּשְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵ֣ ֽ ם וְ֭ אשֵׁיכֶ֗ ים | רָֽ שְׂא֤וּ שְׁעָרִ֨
ב֥וֹד ה' צְבָא֑וֹת  לֶךְ הַכָּ֫ י ה֣וּא זֶה֮ מֶ֤ לֶךְ הַכָּבֽוֹד: מִ֤ יָבאֹ מֶ֣ ם וְ֝ י עוֹלָ֑ ם וּ֭שְׂאוּ פִּתְחֵ֣ אשֵׁיכֶ֗ ים | רָֽ ה: שְׂא֤וּ שְׁעָרִ֨ מִלְחָמָֽ

לָה: לֶךְ הַכָּב֣וֹד סֶֽ ה֤וּא מֶ֖

אֱלֹקינוּ וֵאלֹקי אֲבוֹתֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ רַחֲמָן רַחֵם עָלֵינוּ, טוֹב וּמֵטִיב הִדָּרֵשׁ לָנוּ, שׁוּבָה אֵלֵינוּ בַּהֲמוֹן רַחֲמֶיךָ בִּגְלַל 
אָבוֹת שֶׁעָשׂוּ רְצוֹנֶךָ, בְּנֵה בֵיתְךָ כְּבַתְּחִילָה וְכוֹנֵן בֵּית מִקְדָּשְׁךָ עַל מְכוֹנוֹ, וְהַרְאֵנוּ בְּבִנְיָנוֹ וְשַּׂמְּחֵנוּ בְּתִקּוּנוֹ, 
וְהָשֵׁב שְׁכִינָתְךָ לְתוֹכוֹ, וְהָשֵׁב כּהֲֹנִים לַעֲבוֹדָתָם וּלְוִיִּים לְשִׁירָם וּלְזִמְרָם, וְהָשֵׁב יִשְּׂרָאֵל לִנְוֵיהֶם, וּמָלְאָה 

הָאָרֶץ דֵּעָה אֶת ה' לְיִרְאָה וּלְאַהֲבָה אֶת שִׁמְךָ הַגָּדוֹל הַגִבּוֹר וְהַנּוֹרָא אָמֵן כֵּן יְהִי רָצוֹן

כָּל כְּלִי יוּצַר עָלַיִךְ לאֹ יִצְלָח, וְכָל לָשׁוֹן תָּקוּם אִתָּךְ לַמִּשְׁפָּט תַּרְשִׁיעִי, זאֹת נַחֲלַת עַבְדֵי ה' וְצִדְקָתָם מֵאִתִּי 
נְאֻם ה':

לאֹ יָרֵעוּ וְלאֹ יַשְׁחִיתוּ בְּכָל הַר קָדְשִׁי, כִּי מָלְאָה הָאָרֶץ דֵּעָה אֶת ה' כַּמַּיִם לַיָּם מְכַסִּים:

שִׁיר הַמַּעֲלוֹת מִמַּעֲמַקִּים קְרָאתִיךָ ה': ה' שִׁמְעָה בְּקוֹלִי תִּהְיֶינָה אָזְנֶיךָ קַשֻּׁבוֹת לְקוֹל תַּחֲנוּנָי: אִם עֲוֹנוֹת 
תִּשְׁמָר קהּ ה' מִי יַעֲמדֹ: כִּי עִמְּךָ הַסְּלִיחָה לְמַעַן תִּוָרֵא: קִוִּיתִי ה' קִוְּתָה נַפְשִׁי וְלִדְבָרוֹ הוֹחָלְתִּי: נַפְשִׁי 
לַה' מִשּׁמְֹרִים לַבּקֶֹר שׁמְֹרִים לַבּקֶֹר: יַחֵל יִשְּׂרָאֵל אֶל יה' כִּי עִם ה' הַחֶסֶד וְהַרְבֵּה עִמּוֹ פְדוּת: וְהוּא יִפְדֶּה 

אֶת יִשְּׂרָאֵל מִכּלֹ עֲוֹנוֹתָיו:

ן לַמּ֣וֹט  רֶץ: אַל-יִתֵּ֣ יִם וָאָֽ ה שָׁמַ֥ שֵׂ֗ ם ה' עֹ֝ זְרִי מֵעִ֣ י: עֶ֭ א עֶזְרִֽ יִן יָבֹ֥ אַ֗ ים מֵ֝ ינַי אֶל-הֶהָרִ֑ א עֵ֭ עֲל֥וֹת אֶשָּׂ֣ מַּ֫ יר לַֽ שִׁ֗
ם  ֽךָ: יוֹמָ֗ ד יְמִינֶֽ לְּךָ֗ עַל-יַ֥ ךָ ה' צִ֝ ל: ה' שׁמְֹרֶ֑ ר יִשְׂרָאֵֽ ן שׁ֝וֹמֵ֗ א יִישָׁ֑ נוּם וְלֹ֣ א-יָ֭ ה לֹֽ ךָ: הִנֵּ֣ מְרֶֽ נ֗וּם שֹֽׁ ךָ אַל-יָ֝ רַגְלֶ֑
ה  עַתָּ֗ ֽ ךָ מֵ֝ ךָ: ה' יִשְׁמָר-צֵאתְךָ֥ וּבוֹאֶ֑ ר אֶת-נַפְשֶֽׁ שְׁמֹ֗ ע יִ֝ יְלָה: ה' יִשְׁמָרְךָ֥ מִכָּל-רָ֑ חַ בַּלָּֽ כָּה וְיָרֵ֥ א-יַכֶּ֗ מֶשׁ לֹֽ הַשֶּׁ֥

ם: וְעַד-עוֹלָֽ
Say this pasuk 7 times

לְעוֹלָם ה' דְּבָרְךָ נִצָּב בַּשָּׁמַיִם:

יְהִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָנֶיךָ עַל יְדֵי הֲאָרַת תִּיקּוּנִים עַתִּיקָא קַדִּישָׁא דְעַתִּיקִין שֶׁבֶּאָרִיךְ דִזְעֵיר יִכְבְּשׁוּ 
רַחֲמֶיךָ אֶת כַּעֲסְךָ, וְיָגּלֹוּ רַחֲמֶיךָ עַל מִדּוֹתֶיךָ, וְתִתְנַהֵג עִמָּנוּ בְּמִדַּת הָרַחֲמִים, וְתִתֶּן לָנוּ 
 חַיִּים אֲרוּכִים וְטוֹבִים בְּעִסְקֵי תּוֹרָתֶךָ וְקִיּוּם מִצְוֹתֶיךָ לַעֲשׂוֹת רְצוֹנְךָ, אָמֵן וְכֵן יְהִי רָצוֹן:

Tzom Gedalia  
is observed the day after Rosh Hashana: 

3rd of Tishrei

Tzom Gedalia - begins (Jerusalem) 5:21am, ends 6:58pm
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Rosh 
Hashanah  
at a Time  

of War
HOW TO CHANNEL OUR FEARS 

As we know, Rosh Hashanah’s only mitzvah 
is the blowing of the shofar. The Torah does 
not tell us much about this mitzvah. In fact, it 
mentions only two words: zichron (memory) 
and teru’ah (short sounds). We are meant to 
use the shofar to blow teru’ot, which generate 
memory. Who are we trying to remind of 
what, and how do the teru’ot accomplish this?
CRIES OF FEAR

The gemara (R”H 33b) explains that the 
short bursts of the teru’ot are meant to 
remind us of one crying. The gemara then 
references Sefer Shoftim’s (5:28–30) depiction 
of Sisra’s mother crying at the window of her 
home as an example of such cries. Why does 

the gemara choose her cries as the model of 
the sounds of the shofar?

Sometimes, we cry because of sad expe-
riences or news. Other times, we cry out of 
fear. We do not know that something bad 
has occurred, but we sense danger; we feel 
vulnerable and scared.

Sisra’s mother’s cries were the latter type. 
She sat by the window, awaiting her son’s 
return from war. Initially, she assumed he 
was delayed because he was busy dividing 
the spoils of war, but she also realized that 
his lateness might be for a very different 
reason. As time passed, her fears grew, and 
her tears flowed. 

Sisra’s mother’s cries reflect the vulnera-
bility and unpredictability inherent in war. 
No one knows which side will win and who 
may be killed, wounded, or captured. Our 
future and that of our loved ones is out of 
our hands.

The shofar’s teru’ot are meant to instill this 
type of fear. Like today’s sirens, the shofar 
was blown as part of both the attack of an 
enemy and to warn of an enemy’s attack. It 
struck fear in the hearts of man (Amos 3:6). 
THE ROSH HASHANAH SHOFAR

The mitzvah to blow shofar on Rosh Hasha-
nah has a similar goal. On Rosh Hashanah, 
like during wartime, we are in danger. Our 
fate hangs in the balance because we and 
the world are being judged. Like the sirens 
of war, the teru’ot of Rosh Hashanah evoke 
fear and inspire us to save ourselves through 
teshuvah and tefillah.

Thanks to the OU Centre 
for giving me a home for 
the past 12 years.
I have been borrowed 
many times!!!
I started life in 2005 in 
Ramot. Now I am going 
to a permanent home in 
Givot Eden, Emek Ayala.
Marion & Michael Silman, 2024
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The relationship between the teru’ot 
of Rosh Hashanah and those of wartime 
explains why the mishnah in Masechet Rosh 
Hashanah’s third perek, the one that deals 
with the laws of the shofar, discusses Moshe’s 
outstretched arms during the war against 
Amalek. The mishnah explains that Moshe 
raised his hands heavenwards to direct the 
hearts of the Jewish people towards Hashem. 
Their military victory hinged on their turn-
ing to Hashem, so they were only victorious 
while Moshe’s hands were raised. Moshe’s 
hands were not magical; they were significant 
because they reminded the people of their 
dependency on Hashem.

Rebbe Yehudah HaNasi included this 
mishnah in the perek that teaches the laws 
of shofar because the shofar has a similar 
context and message. Like Moshe’s hands, 
the shofar addresses us at a time of danger 
and encourages us to turn to Hashem. 
ZIKARON — MEMORY

According to this perspective, the shofar is 
aimed at us. It is our zikaron (memory) that 
needs to be awakened. It reminds us that we 
are being judged, that we need to do teshuvah, 
and that we must (re)turn to Hashem. The 
Rambam (Teshuvah 3:4) explains that the 
shofar wakes us from the stupor of our nor-
mal routines. Though we know that Hashem 
created us and our life’s mission should there-
fore be to serve Him, we are often too busy 
to reflect and focus our lives on this mission. 
On Rosh Hashanah, the day that Hashem first 
created and now recreates man, we blow the 
shofar to remind ourselves that we are His 
creations who ought to strive to realize the 
goals He created us to accomplish.

Interestingly, Rashi (Vayikra 23:24) and the 
Rashbam (ibid.)explain the zikaron generated 

by the shofar differently. In their opinion, the 
shofar blasts are directed at Hashem, who we 
aim to remind of our existence (Rashbam) 
and of akeidat Yitzchak (Rashi). This is why 
we use specifically a ram’s horn — to remind 
Hashem of the ram Avraham sacrificed at the 
akeidah (in place of Yitzchak).

These two understandings of who the 
shofar addresses are not necessarily contra-
dictory. They may even be complementary. 

To appreciate this, let’s take a closer look 
at the explanation given by Rashi and the 
Rashbam. The obvious question is, Why does 
Hashem need reminding? Has He forgotten 
us and akeidat Yitzchak?

The Sefer HaChinuch (331) explains that 
the question is not what Hashem remembers, 
but what He associates with us. Obviously, 
Hashem remembers us and Avraham’s com-
mitment to Him. The question is how He sees 
us on Rosh Hashanah and whether the akeidah 
is relevant to our lives. This, of course, depends 
on how we see our relationship with Him, and 
whether we identify with Avraham’s level of 
commitment and would be willing to act in 
the same way to serve Him.

When we identify with akeidat Yitzchak 
as a model for our religious commitment, 
Hashem sees us in this same light. Our will-
ingness to sacrifice ourselves for and commit 
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ourselves to avodat Hashem merits us Hash-
em’s rachamim (mercy) and His blessings for 
a good year we can use to serve Him. When 
we remember Hashem and our commitment 
to Him, He “remembers” us favorably (Rosh 
Hashanah 16a).
ROSH HASHANAH 5785 -  
CHANNELING OUR FEAR

So many of us have felt like Sisra’s mother 
over the past year. We have sat by the win-
dow for much more than one day. We have 
sat there for twelve whole months — waiting, 
crying, praying, and hoping that our children, 
spouses, parents, and loved ones are well and 
will return home safely. 

We approach Rosh Hashanah 5785 with 
this continued fear and trepidation. The 
October 7 attacks, subsequent war in Israel, 
and antisemitism worldwide have reminded 
us of the fragility of our lives and the weight 
of the Rosh Hashanah judgment. 

When we hear the teru’ot this year, we 
will deeply appreciate their message; we will 
realize how fateful last year’s Rosh Hashanah 
was. It was the day when Hashem decreed 
the infiltration of thousands of barbaric 
terrorists and the brutal murders of 1200 
people on Simchat Torah, and hundreds more 
in the months since. He decided then that 
there would be attacks from five directions, 
over ten thousand wounded, hundreds held 
hostage, over 100,000 displaced, hundreds of 
thousands mobilized, and millions fearing 
for their lives.

Our mission this Rosh Hashanah is to channel 
our emotions in the right direction. Our past 
experiences and fears about the future should 
inspire us to return to the One who decreed 
these challenges and is now deciding our 
future. Like the hands of Moshe, the shofar and 
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the fear it evokes should inspire us to submit 
ourselves to the One above and to identify with 
the commitment and willingness to sacrifice 
symbolized by the akeidah and exemplified 
over the past year by our chayalim.

May doing so merit us Hashem’s blessings 
for an upcoming year full of berachot for vic-
tory, enduring peace, good health, hatzlachah, 
and the completion of the ge’ulah speedily 
in our days. 
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Radiance
Many years ago, I led a group trip to Israel 

with members of our shul. After a beautiful 
Shabbos in a community in central Israel, we 
had some time between havdala and our mid-
night flight back to America so we grabbed 
the opportunity to visit the kosel one more 
time. And just as we were arriving in Jeru-
salem, I succeeded in adding an additional 
treat to our itinerary, a brief visit with the 
Rav of the Old City, Rav Avigdor Nebenzahl.

While this was all a bit rushed without time 
for lengthy introductions and explanations, 
we did get it all in. On the way back to the 
airport, one of the members of the group told 
me the following: “Rabbi Hauer, to tell you 
the truth, when we walked into the rabbi’s 
apartment, I had no idea where we were and 
why. I was tired from the whole week, excited 
by all we had experienced, and somewhat 
confused by this last rush of activity. But 
when we passed by the Rav standing in the 
kitchen and greeting us with his deep smile 
and I saw his glowing face, I understood 
immediately that we were with someone 
great and holy.” 

Hadur na’eh ziv haolam nafshi cholat 
ahavatecha.

Glorious, beautiful, radiance of the world, 
my soul is sick with love for You.

These beautiful words are traditionally 
sung by many at the beginning or the end of 

Shabbos as part of the sixteenth century song 
of Yedid Nefesh. They effectively frame the 
Shabbos experience as much more than a day 
of rest, but as a day of meaningful connection 
and as the fulfillment of a profound longing 
for G-d, to Whom we refer as ziv haolam, 
the radiance of the world, a term that has 
particular resonance this Shabbos.

The song of Haazinu is divided into six 
subsections which were sung to accompany 
the Mussaf offering each Shabbos (TB Rosh 
Hashana 31a). Those six subsections are 
identified by the acronym Haziv Lach, “the 
radiance is yours.” But whose radiance is it? 
Is it - as the author of yedid nefesh appears 
to imply - G-d’s radiance, or is it man’s? The 
Talmud (Rosh Hashana 11a) speaks of human 
radiance, describing our forefathers as zivsa-
nei olam, the radiant ones of the world, while 
Maharsha sees Haziv Lach as a reference 
to the light that emanated from the face of 
Moshe, the scribe of Haazinu. My friend was 
perceptive enough to see this glow on the face 
of Rav Nebenzahl.

Considering the relationship of this song 
to Shabbos brings up a magnificent image 
drawn by the Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 11:2), 
which explains vayevarech vayekadesh, the 
blessing and the sanctity with which G-d 
endowed the Shabbos, as a reference to the 
Shabbos-inspired glow of the human face. 
“The radiance of a person’s face during the 
weekdays is incomparable to its radiance on 
Shabbos.” This reference to human radiance 
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is not a romantic abstraction but a halachic 
reality. Typically, during the week following a 
wedding we limit the full recitation of Sheva 
Brachos to celebrations that are graced by 
panim chadashos, literally “new faces”, par-
ticipants who had not yet been part of the 
week’s events. On Shabbos this requirement 
is waived, as panim chadashos ba’u l’kan, even 
those who had previously participated during 
the week appear on Shabbos as “new faces” 
(see Tosfos Kesubos 7b).

That human glow, however, is not entirely 
human as it derives from G-d, from the divine 
soul within us. As Ramchal wrote (Daas 
Tevunos 86), the radiance of a person’s face 
derives from the connection between the 
soul and the body. The face is the window 
into that connection, the panim (surface) that 
reflects the pnim (inside). When the divine 
soul is empowered as it is by the neshama 
yeseira, the extra measure of soulfulness 
that Shabbos inspires in us on Shabbos, it is 
written all over our faces. While during the 
week our souls are mired in the sterility of the 
natural world, on Shabbos the soul emerges 
as we pause to see G-d in that world. Our 
radiance is therefore a reflection of our level 
of integration and reflection of G-d’s radiance. 
Haziv Lach – the radiance is both G-d’s and 
man’s. It is G-d’s and it is seen in man to the 
extent that G-d’s presence is seen in that man.

This idea lies at the core of the message 
of Haazinu. Absorbing the song of Haazinu 
makes it impossible to experience the world 
on its surface using the terms of natural and 
political cause and effect. This powerful song 
is addressed to the body of the physical world, 
the heavens and the earth, and demonstrates 
that they have no life of their own, that they 
are defined and driven by the soul of that 

רפואה שלמה
אורה בת ראינה

world, by the G-d of history. Haazinu is the 
song of Shabbos, the song of going beyond the 
surface, of uncovering and strengthening the 
spirit until it becomes visible. “The radiance 
of a person’s face during the weekdays is 
incomparable to its radiance on Shabbos.” 
The presence of G-d in our minds and our 
world during the weekdays is incomparable 
to its presence on Shabbos. 

On this Shabbos Shuva, we can all aim to 
experience that, to experience Shabbos as it 
was meant to be experienced, to see G-d dif-
ferently and to be visibly different ourselves 
as a result, carrying forward that difference 
within us as we proceed to Yom Kippur:

How truly glorious was the Kohein Gadol as 
he left the Holy of Holies, peacefully, unharmed.

As the canopy of the heavens stretched out 
on high, was the appearance of the Kohein 
Gadol (mareh kohein).

As the bright star shining in the east, was 
the appearance of the Kohein Gadol (mareh 
kohein).

As the sight of the rising sun on the earth, 
was the appearance of the Kohein Gadol 
(mareh kohein). 
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are the introduction. What we are saying in 
this song is cosmic – give ear, heavens and 
earth. He is Great and Just. We, his children, 
are twisted. 

2ND ALIYA (32:7-12)
Remember those days. While 

nations were arranged, you, Jew-
ish people became His lot. He found you, the 
apple of His eye. Spread His wings over you. 
He Himself cares for us.

These 6 verses introduce the dawn of 
Jewish history. These are tender, wistful 
remembrances. This capsule of Jewish history 
and how G-d relates to us must begin with 
tenderness. This aliya is a smile, a description 
of those carefree days of faithfulness. 

3RD ALIYA (32:13-18)
He placed you in the heart of the 
Land, fed you honey, olive oil, 

butter, with livestock aplenty and wine. 
Yeshurun got fat and kicked. Left Him and 
sought others – demons, new powers and 
forgot Him.

The song is written in the Torah in 2 par-
allel columns. All the verses in the song are 
couplets; either one line of one couplet or 2 
lines of 2 couplets. One couplet is in one col-
umn, the second in the second column. Hence 
every verse ends at the end of the column. 
Except this verse. The verse of Yeshurun get-
ting fat, verse 14. It has 5 phrases. Too many. 
It ends not at the end of the column but now 
in the middle of the column. 

Things start to go awry. The verses no 
longer end symmetrically, at the end of the 

PARSHAT HA’AZINU
Ha’azinu is the second last parsha in the 

Torah. It is one chapter of 52 verses, making 
it one of the shortest in the Torah.

All but 8 verses consist of the song of Ha’az-
inu. The song is written in the Torah in the 
form of a poem with 2 parallel columns. The 
Torah itself calls it Hashira Hazot, this song; 
5 times in last week’s parsha and one time 
again this week.

The poem of Ha’azinu was the song the 
Leviim sang in the Beit Hamikdash during 
the Mussaf offering on Shabbat. We know 
the Leviim sang a psalm from Tehillim as the 
Shir Shel Yom – the daily song, sung accompa-
nying the morning daily offering. They also 
sang a song during Mussaf of Shabbat and 
that song is Ha’azinu.

But they did not sing the entire song each 
week. Ha’azinu was divided into 6 sections 
– exactly the way we divide the aliyot. One 
section was read per week, the entire song 
in 6 weeks. Perhaps it was spread out over 
6 weeks to express its theme, Jewish history. 
Jewish history spans millennium, hence it is 
sung over 6 weeks in the Temple.

1ST ALIYA (DEVARIM 32:1-6)
Listen heavens, listen earth. 

G-d is Just, Faithful. I will call in 
the name of Hashem, ascribe greatness to 
our G-d. 

The song is a rhythmic poem of couplets, 
or at least begins that way. These 6 verses 
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second column. Now they begin to end in 
the first column, in the middle of the line, off 
balance. The song is off kilter now. The plenty 
in the Land turned us fat. And rebellious. It 
is beautiful poetry – the fat of the Land is a 
verse of 5 phrases (the only verse not of 2 
or 4 phrases), too many phrases, too much 
consumption, too much good. 

Leave Him. Forget Him. Look to demons 
and other powers. This is not your forefa-
ther’s beliefs. 

4TH ALIYA (32:19-28)
I will hide my Face from them 

and see what happens then. They 
angered Me. I will send aggressors to anger 
them. My anger burns. I will take it out on 
the Land. I will scatter them, with no trace of 
their memory. They won’t even understand 
that I am behind this, for they lack all insight.

This is no longer a 6 verse aliya like the first 
3, but 9. The verses no longer end symmetri-
cally, at the end of the second column. Now 
they end in the first column – off balance. As 
if to say, the world is not working the way it 
ought to, off kilter; things gone awry. The song 
switches now from Moshe’s voice to G-d’s 
voice. Moshe no longer describes Him – G-d 
speaks now in the first person. Moshe can’t 
describe this for once G-d hides his Face, no 
man can understand His ways; G-d needs to 
describe the hiding of His Face Himself. 

The Ramban comments that this is actually 
a prediction of the exile of the 10 tribes, the 
Kingdom of Israel. Their memory is gone. A 
full 10 tribes of the Jewish people have been 
lost forever. With no happy ending. While the 
history of the Jewish people will have many 
tragedies, the loss of 10 tribes of our people, 
with no trace is a tragedy of, well, Biblical 
proportions. 

5TH ALIYA (32:29-39)
Oh, would the people under-

stand the consequences. One could 
not pursue 1000 nor 2 pursue 10000 were it 
not for our G-d. The oppressors drink the 
bitter vintages of Sodom and Gemorrah. G-d 
will eventually relent of this abandonment 
of His people, while the nations have none to 
their rescue. I am the one who gives life and 
takes it; none escapes My hand.

The song turns back to Moshe’s voice. The 
plain meaning of some of the verses in this 
aliya is apparent, others quite obscure. The 
last verse, with the return of G-d’s voice, 
also returns to ending in the second column. 
Structure has returned, order is back. This 
aliya is striking in referring both to the Jew-
ish people and to the others, what we have 
been referring to as oppressors. While we 
have been disappointing, we have an end of 
reconciliation. But when it comes to the other 
nations and their evil and rebelliousness, 
Moshe cedes the floor back to G-d. It is not 
for us to speak of the justice due others. That 
is His work not ours.

6TH ALIYA (32:40-43)
Arrows of blood, a flesh con-

suming sword, the payment of the 
enemy. Sing nations of His people, for in the 
end there is retribution and the Land atones 
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for His people.
3 verses are in the first person with G-d 

speaking of ultimate justice, vengeance 
against My enemies, those that hate Me. This 
aliya is not for the faint of heart. We squirm 
at the notion of a vengeful G-d. As we squirm 
at “Shfoch chamatcha”, pour out Your wrath 
on the nations, the verses we say when we 
open the door at the seder. But Moshe insisted 
that we recite this song, seeming to feel this 
song will guide us in history. Divine justice, 
reward and yes, punishment is part of the 
order of the world. We repeat it at the seder 
when we look to the culmination of history 
and we repeat it in Akdamot that we say on 
Shavuot in looking to the future. We don’t 
delight in His meting out justice. Though we 
acknowledge that justice, Divine justice is to 
be part of the end of days. But the song does 
not end with the retribution. It ends with all 
peoples singing – a universal end of days.

7TH ALIYA (32:44-52)
Moshe brings this song, together 

with Yehoshua to the people. He 
instructs them to take it to heart and to 
command it to their children. It is not empty 
words but rather it is your life. Then Moshe 
is told to ascend Har Navo where he is to die.

The verse states that Hashem spoke to 
Moshe of his impending death “b’etzem 
hayom hazeh”, on that very day. The simple 
meaning is that on the very day that this song 
was complete, Moshe’s life too had served its 
time and was too to be completed. But Rashi 
quotes the Midrash that prefers to translate 
this as meaning “in broad daylight”. Moshe’s 
ascension to the mountain and his death is 
to be public, in full view. As if to avoid the 
objections of the people. As much as the 
people would want to prevent this – Moshe’s 
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attribute of Emet, truth in Yaakov. And 
above all, G-d valued their commitment 
to passing on these valued attributes to 
their descendants. That is why He ‘chose 
us from all the nations.’

Our chosenness has nothing to do with 
high intelligence. It has to do with Midot, 
character traits. At the end of the day, 
this is what we are all about. The central 
challenge to us is working on our per-
sonal Midot. The Vilna Gaon said that 
the reason we are here in this world is to 
improve a Midah, which we have thus far 
not perfected. Therefore, we must always 
work on this, for if we do not improve 
our Midot while we are here, what is the 
purpose of life? We must instill this con-
cept in our children and grandchildren 
that bringing home a Report Card with 
all “A’s” on academic subjects will bring 
them a reward but getting all “A’s” on 
the Midot side will bring even a greater 
reward. 
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This Dvar Torah is dedicated in loving memory 
of Yita bat Shlomo, Rav Aharon Ziegler’s mother 
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Repression of 
the Sublime
It was advertised as one symposium at a 

major psychology conference. It was to be a 
discussion about memory and forgetfulness. 
But it turned out to be one of the most intense 
and instructive days that I have ever witnessed.

The first speaker began by insisting that 
the fact that we remember things is obvious. 
What requires explanation, he argued, is why 
we forget. We are hardwired to recall every 
event that occurs in our lives. The mechanisms 
of forgetfulness are a mystery and call for a 
program of scientific research.

The second speaker took a position dia-
metrically opposed to the first. He believed 
that it is only natural that we forget. It is one 
of nature’s wonders, he maintained, that we 
remember anything at all.

The third speaker took a middle of the road 
position. For him, the major challenge to the 
science of the psychology of memory was 
not why we remember. Or why we forget. 
Rather, it was why we remember certain 
things and forget others. And why we distort 
even those matters which we do remember, 
so that our memories are grossly inaccurate 
and unreliable.

It is the position of this third speaker that 
has kept my interest over the many years since 
that conference. And it was just recently, as we 

commemorated the tragic events of September 
11, 2001, that my interest in this subject was 
revived.

Very many of my acquaintances were on or 
near the scene of the collapsed World Trade 
Center Towers on that fateful day. To this day, 
some have clear recollections of every moment 
of their experiences. Others claim that they 
only remember certain vivid episodes, fleet-
ing ones, and can only draw a blank when it 
comes to the majority of the time they were 
exposed to the tragic scene.

Some have memories which are as accu-
rate and as clear as the “flashbulb memories” 
that psychologists have studied as far back as 
World War II. For others, the memories have 
been partially, and sometimes substantially, 
repressed and can no longer be recalled. Their 
powerful and poignant emotional reactions 
have wrought havoc with the ability to accu-
rately remember the events of that day.

Remembering and forgetting are major 
themes in our Jewish religious tradition. We 
are commanded, for example, to remember 
the Sabbath, to remember the lessons to be 
drawn from the life of Miriam, and not to 
forget the enmity of Amalek. In this week’s 
Torah portion, Parshat Ha’azinu, there are 
at least two verses which relate to these 
themes. One reads, “Remember the days of 
yore, understand the years of generation after 
generation.” (Deuteronomy 32:7) and the other 
states, “You ignored the Rock who gave birth to 
you, and forgot God who brought you forth.” 
(Ibid. 32:18)
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I have always been intrigued by the notion 
of forgetting God. Earlier in the book of Deu-
teronomy, we were admonished to be careful, 
lest “our hearts become haughty, and we forget 
the Lord our God.” (Deuteronomy 8:14) I can 
understand agnostic disbelief, and I can empa-
thize with those who have lost their faith, but 
I have always found it puzzling to contemplate 
forgetting God. Either one believes, or one does 
not believe, but how are we to understand 
forgetting Him?

Many years ago, I came across the writings 
of a psychologist named Robert Desoille, and 
it was in those writings that I’ve discovered 
a concept that helped me come to grips with 
the notion of forgetting God.

Desoille coined the phrase “the repression 
of the sublime.” He argued that we have long 
been familiar with the idea that we repress 
urges and memories that are uncomfortable 
or unpleasant. We repress memories of tragedy, 
we repress impulses which are shameful, or 
forbidden. It can even be argued that this power 
of repression is a beneficial one to individuals 
and society. If individuals would not be able to 
forget tragedy and loss, they could potentially 
be forever emotionally paralyzed and unable 
to move on with their lives. A society whose 
members act on every hostile impulse, rather 
than repressing them would be a society which 
could not endure for very long.

It was Desoille’s insight that just as we 
repress negative memories, we also repress 
positive aspirations. We are afraid to excel. 
There is a pernicious aspect to us that fears 
superiority and avoids the full expression of 
our potential. This is especially true in the area 
of religion and spirituality, where we dare 
not express the full force of our faith and, in 
the process, limit our altruistic tendencies. 

Perhaps it is the dread of coming too close to 
the divine. Perhaps it is a false humility that 
prevents us from asserting our inner spirit. 
Or perhaps it is simply that we do not wish 
to appear “holier than thou” to our fellows.

However one understands the reasons 
for this phenomenon, for me, the concept of 
“repression of the sublime” explains the notion 
of forgetting God. It is as if we have faith in 
Him, do not have sufficient faith in ourselves 
to express our faith in him in our relation-
ships and life circumstances. We repress our 
sublime potential.

There are many impediments to thorough 
personal change and self-improvement. 
Desoille demands that we consider an imped-
iment that never before occurred to us: we 
are afraid to actualize the inner spiritual 
potential that we all possess. We are naturally 
complacent, satisfied with a limited expression 
of our religious urges. We repress the sublime 
within us.

As we now have concluded the High Hol-
idays and its truly sublime liturgy, we have 
allowed our spiritual emotions full range. We 
have dared to express the religious feelings 
that welled up within us during the moments 
of inspiration that we all have surely experi-
enced during this sacred season.

Now is the season during which our faith 
demands that we loosen the bonds of the 
repression which limits us, take the risks 
of more fully expressing our religious con-
victions, and thereby no longer be guilty of 
“forgetting the God who brought us forth.”

May we be successful in our efforts to free 
the sublime within us, to act courageously 
upon our religious convictions, and thereby 
merit the blessings of the Almighty for a happy 
and sweet new year.  
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YOUR  

GGoo--TToo  CCaalleennddaarr 
FOR THE NEW YEAR!

Get the NEW 16 Month 

HHeebbrroonn  FFuunndd  
AArrttiissttss  CCaalleennddaarr  

for 2024/2025

Donate to receive your print and digital copies of the calendar.

 English-Hebrew 
calendar

 Jewish holidays 
& American and 
Israeli important 
dates

 Beautiful 
Paintings  
from 3 Hebron 
Artists

 Supports   
        Hebron’s  
           IDF 
soldiers  
& Jewish    
community

For USA 501(c)3 donations visit 
hebronfund.org 

For Israeli 46א donations visit 
hebron.org.il**

** Please forward your receipt to info@hebronfund.org and include your address to  get the English Calendar.

Hebronfund.org  •  718-677-6886  •  info@hebronfund.org

(limited supply)
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@crossroadsjerusalem crossroadsjerusalem.org Yaffo 34, Jerusalem

050-468-5463If you are in a crisis, call our 24/7 HOTLINE

+972 02-624-6265CALL US: +972 050-868-9207

We welcome GAP Year Students, Soldiers,
Bnot Sherut, Israeli Teens, and Young Adults.

Fully Subsidized Therapy 
for Teens and Young Adults
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May the learning of these  
Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

Covenant & Conversation

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HE-

BREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

COVENANT & CONVERSATION

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HEBREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

לעילוי נשמות
 פנחס בן יעקב אשר 

 וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה 
 ועזריאל בן אריה לייב 

ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Commenting on a key verse from today’s 
Parsha, a Midrash tells a pointed story:

Once Rabbi Yannai was walking along the 
way when he met a man who was elegantly 
dressed. He said to him, “Will the master be 
my guest?” He replied, “As you please.”

Rabbi Yannai then took him home and 
questioned him on Bible, but he knew 
nothing; on Talmud, but he knew nothing; 
on Aggadah, but he knew nothing. Finally, 
he asked him to say Grace After Meals. The 
man, however, replied, “Let Yannai say grace 
in his house.”

Rabbi Yannai then said to him, “Can you 
repeat what I tell you?” 

The man answered, “Yes.” 
Rabbi Yannai then said: “Say, ‘A dog has 

eaten Yannai’s bread.’”
The guest then rose up and seized Rabbi 

Yannai demanding, “Where is my inheritance 

that you have and are keeping from me?”
“What inheritance of yours do I have?”
He replied, “The children recite, ‘Moses 

commanded us the Torah, an inheritance of 
the congregation of Jacob’ (Deuteronomy 33:5). 
It is not written, ‘congregation of Yannai,’ but 
‘congregation of Jacob.’” (Vayikra Rabbah 9)

It’s a powerful story. Rabbi Yannai sees an 
elegantly dressed stranger and assumes that 
he must be well-educated. He takes him home 
and discovers the man has had no Jewish 
education whatsoever. He knows nothing 
of the rabbinic literature. He can’t even say 
Grace After Meals.

Rabbi Yannai, a Torah scholar, looks down 
at the guest with contempt. But the stranger, 
with great dignity, says to him in effect, “The 
Torah is my inheritance as well as yours. 
Since you have much, and I have none, share 
a little of what you have with me. Instead of 
dismissing me, teach me.”

Few ideas in the history of Judaism have 
greater power than this: the idea that Torah 
knowledge belongs to everyone; that every-
one should have the chance to learn; that 
education should be universal; that everyone 
should be, if possible, literate in the laws, the 
history, and the faith of Judaism; that edu-
cation is the highest form of dignity, and it 
should be accessible to all.

The Inheritance that 
Belongs to Everyone
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Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863    etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

In the heart of OLD KATA-
MON- Garden apt for sale.  
Two apts for sale:  174 sqm 
primary residence, large 
garden in use, fully acces-
sible, 4 bedrooms. Plus a 
studio of 19sqm with option 
to purchase additional 
studio. 8,900,000 NIS. 

Near BAKA. 234 net sqm on 
one floor, roof terrace, 126 
sqm. 2 underground parking 
spots, Shabbat elevator & 
storage.  

In SAN SIMON. Fantastic 
150 sqm on one floor, 2 
elevators and underground 
parking, terrace with 
amazing views and partial 
sukka. Great condition. 
7,500,000 NIS

MUSRARA. Beautiful 
original Jerusalem home 
185 sqm, completely reno-
vated. Private entrance into 
magical garden. Sold with 
a renovated unit used for 
AirBnB - 185 sqm. Parking 
spot option. 7,800,000 NIS

In GERMAN COLONY.  
300 sqm plus 170 sqm reg 
garden. Plus parking & roof 
top terrace. 18.000,000 NIS

180 sqm Penthouse on an 
exclusive street in ARNONA. 
40 sqm balcony, registered 
parking. Very high standard 
finish.  
9,800,000 NIS

This idea goes so far back and so deep in 
Judaism that we can easily forget how radical 
it is. Knowledge – in the famous phrase of Sir 
Francis Bacon – is power.1 Those who have it 
are usually reluctant to share it with others. 
Most societies have had literate elites who 
controlled the administration of government. 
To this day, many professions use a technical 
vocabulary intelligible only to insiders, so that 
their knowledge is impenetrable to outsiders.

Judaism was different, profoundly so. I 
have speculated that this is connected with 
the fact that the birth of Judaism happened 
at roughly the same time as the birth of the 
alphabet2 – proto-Semitic, appearing in the 
age of the patriarchs, and whose earliest 
traces have been discovered in the Sinai 
desert in areas where slaves worked.

Mesopotamia, from which Abraham 
came, and Egypt in the days of Moses, had 
the world’s two earliest forms of writing, 
cuneiform and hieroglyphics respectively. 
But these systems – pictograms, ideograms 
and syllabaries in which symbols stood for 
whole words or syllables – involved too many 
signs to be taught to everyone. The alphabet, 
with its mere 22 symbols, for the first time 
opened up the possibility of a society of uni-
versal literacy.

Judaism bears the mark of this throughout. 
Abraham was chosen to be a teacher, “For I 
have chosen him, so that he will direct his 
children and his household after him to keep 
the way of the Lord” (Gen. 18:19).

Moses repeatedly speaks about education: 

1. The famous phrase “knowledge is power” 
attributed to Francis Bacon comes from his 
Meditationes Sacrae (1597). The entry for this 
quotation is available online at Bartleby.com.
2. See On the Internet and Judaism, and The 
Home of the Book for The People of the Book.
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These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

“Teach them to your children, talking about 
them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up.” (Deut. 11:19)

The verb l-m-d, “to teach,” occurs no less 
than 17 times in the book of Deuteronomy, 
making it a motif of the book as a whole.

Above all is the personal example of Moses 
himself. Devarim, the book of Deuteronomy 
as a whole, is a massive adult education 
experience, the Master Prophet taking the 
whole people as his disciples and teaching 
them both the law – the commands, statutes 
and judgments – and no less importantly, the 
history that lies behind it.

This rises to a climax at the end of the 
book, in the form of the “song” of Ha’azinu, 
this week’s Parsha, which is preceded and 
followed by these words:

“Moses recited the words of this song from 
beginning to end in the hearing of the whole 
assembly of Israel” (Deut. 31:30)

“This is the blessing that Moses the man of 
God pronounced on the Israelites before his 
death . . . Moses commanded us the Torah, 
an inheritance of the congregation of Jacob. 
(Deut. 33:1, Deut. 33:4)

Note the insistence, in the first of these two 
verses, on the fact that Moses is speaking to 

everyone, not an elite. The second passage 
contains the famous line quoted by Rabbi 
Yannai’s guest as proof that Torah belongs 
to everyone. It is the possession not of the 
learned, the elect, the specially-gifted; not of 
a class or caste. It is the inheritance of the 
entire congregation of Jacob.

Not until relatively modern times did this 
idea of universal education spread beyond 
Judaism. It did not exist even in England, then 
the premier world power, until the Educa-
tion Act of 1870. It has taken the Internet 
revolution – Google and the rest – to make it 
a reality throughout the world. Even today, 
some 70 million children are still deprived of 
education, in countries like Somalia, Eritrea, 
Haiti, Comoros, and Ethiopia.

That education is the key to human dignity 
and should be equally available to all is one 
of the most profound ideas in all of history, 
and it was born in those powerful words, 
immediately following this week’s Parsha: 

“Moses commanded us the Torah, an 
inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.” 
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077-9562833

With the ATTO SPORT mobility scooter, 
nothing will stand between you and your 

dreams. This scooter is designed for 
maximum comfort when traveling, splits 

into two parts for easy storage 
in the car, and is approved for flight.

For more information, visit our website: 
movinglife.co.il/torah24

life changing solutions

The only 
mobility 

scooter with 
a 3-year 

warranty!

ISRAELI PRODUCT,
WORLDWIDE SUCCESS! 

FREE XL BATTERY WITH ANY 
SCOOTER PURCHASE

PERFECT FOR 2 CONSECUTIVE DAYS 
OF CHAG AND SHABBAT

Originally 
manufactured
extra mehudar 

Shabbat mechanism
Mechanism 

installation with no 
additional charge

Contact us to schedule your free, 
 no-obligation demo, at your location or 

the company's office 16 Haganan St., Modi'in

NACHLAOT

With private entrance, high ceilings,
full of character and no stairs 

Renovated 45 sqm ground floor apartmentFOR 
SALE

NACHALAT ACHIM

Investment opportunity! 
Ideal for demolition and construction.

₪  8,500,000   |   Tehila: 050-420-5333

Private house adjacent to Sha'arei HesedFOR 
SALE

RIMON

Corner townhouse with a spacious
interior, rental unit, and 2 private gardens.

.₪ 6,350,000   |   Noa: 052-870-2387

8 Bedrooms | 282 sqm | 4.5 BathroomsFOR 
SALE

GEFFEN

Spacious private villa with breathtaking 
views. Rental unit and private parking. 
₪ 9,000,000   |   Noa: 052-870-2387

400 sqm built | 500 sqm lot | NEWFOR 
SALE

ZAYIT

Great apartment, Sukkah balcony, 
storage room, parking, Shabbat elevator.
₪ 2,850,000   |   Noa: 052-870-2387

4 rooms | 99 sqm | viewFOR 
SALE

NACHLAOT
Private House | 190 sqm

Restored building with 3 units. Smart 
home features. Renovated, Quiet location

FOR 
SALE

₪  7,300,000   |   Tehila: 050-420-5333

REHAVIA
2.5-rooms | spacious yard

Ground floor with private entrance. 
High ceilings, underfloor heating, fully furnished.

FOR 
SALE

₪  2,950,000   |   Tehila: 050-420-5333

ARNONA
6 rooms | Duplex | 167 sqm

2 Sukkah balconies, abundant natural light,
 ample storage, and parking.

FOR 
SALE

₪  5,350,000   |   Ouriel: 058-516-1356

TE’ENA
6 Rooms | 3.5 Bathrooms | 189 sqm

Cottage with front garden, rental unit, 
Sukkah balconies, private parking

FOR 
SALE

₪ 3,650,000   |   Noa: 052-870-2387

TAMAR
4 rooms | 99 sqm | 2 Bathrooms

Beautiful apartment, 60 sqm attic expansion. 
Rented with a 2-year lease.

FOR 
SALE

₪ 2,850,000   |   Noa: 052-870-2387

 JERUSALEM

EFRAT

 MISHKENOT HAUMA

Safe room, full access
8 sqm balcony, private parking and storage
₪  4,450,000   |   Tehila: 050-420-5333

4 Rooms | 5th floor out of 8 | 108 sqmFOR 
SALE

MOTIVATED SELLER

₪  2,300,000   |   Tehila: 050-420-5333

www.noamhomes.com

+972-52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com

START THE NEW YEAR
 IN A NEW HOME

שנה טובה
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DOORS OPEN AT 6.45 PM   
 CONCERT STARTS AT 7.45 PM

THIS YEAR MORE THAN EVER... WE UNITE! 
TO REMEMBER THE FALLEN TO REMEMBER THE FALLEN 

AND SALUTE THE HEROES OF OCTOBER 7AND SALUTE THE HEROES OF OCTOBER 7THTH
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David B Marmor, MD

Cardiology 
Consultations and 
Cardiovascular 
Imaging

Dr Marmor 
provides thorough, 
personalized, and 
American style 
care for heart 
patients

Experienced, 
American trained 
and educated 
non-invasive 
cardiologist

08-955-5330
info@osdheart.co.il

Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

Authentic Nachlaot Home For 
Sale
Live in a piece of history in the Ohel Moshe 
neighborhood of Nachlaot
Private 3 bedroom home of 117 sqm with 
authentic domed ceilings, private garden 
courtyard and entrance. 
Needs renovation
Call for more details 

Perfect investment or Vacation 
Home in the City Center
Brand new 53 sqm, 2-room apartment 
between Yafo and Agripas Streets next to 
King George St. New building with shabbat 
elevator, safe room, air conditioning, 
underfloor heating and sukkah balcony
Asking price: NIS 2,600,000
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

The G’mara (Megilla 31a) ordains that we 
are to read two different haftarot on the two 
separate days of Rosh HaShanah, with each 
reading, seemingly, focusing on one of the 
two different themes of the chag. The first 
haftarah, taken from the opening perek of 
Sefer Shmuel, tells the story of Chana, the 
barren wife of Elkana, whose prayers to G-d 
for a son were answered with the birth of 
Shmuel, the future prophet and leader of 
Israel. Clearly, this selection bears a strong 
connection to the Torah reading in which we 
learn of the tefillot of the Avraham and Sarah 
that were answered by G-d with the birth 
of Yitzchak to the once-barren Sarah. Our 
ancient chachamim elucidate their choice of 
this selection to the Rosh Hashanah in the 
G’mara (Rosh Hashanah 10b) explaining that 
both Sarah and Chana (as well as Rachel) 

were “remembered” by Hashem on this day, 
the very day when they conceived.

The second day’s reading, taken from the 
thirty-first chapter in Sefer Yirmiyahu, might 
initially seem to have little connection to the 
underlying themes of Rosh Hashanah. It is, 
in its very essence, a prophecy of consolation 
with the promise of a triumphant return to 
the land and the nation dancing in joy over 
the redemption, celebrating, as well, the great 
prosperity with which Hashem would bless 
them. Indeed, this selection appears to be a 
more suitable reading for the seven proph-
ecies of consolation we have just completed 
reading. However, upon further study, we 
come across the very same theme found in 
the first day’s reading of a barren mother 
praying to Hashem. In this selection (from 
Sefer Yirmiyahu) we read the emotional cries 
of the once-barren Rachel pleading for her 
children. And, perhaps, it was this vision that 
had Chazal choose this prophetic message as 
a fitting haftarah for Rosh Hashanah.

Rav Yehudah Shaviv suggests, however, that 
the underlying theme found in both haftarot 
is not simply G-d’s merciful response to the 
suffering matriarchs. Rather, he explains, the 
underlying theme shared by both selections 
is one most fitting for this “Yom HaDin”, this 

The Importance of 
Remembering….But What?

Beautiful home for Sale on Dolev St.

Marrone Management Project  
Management Real Estate    0526308364

3 bedrooms, 2 porches, 3 bathrooms,  
private entrance, beautifully designed,  

mint condition. 

At Marrone Management & Real Estate  
we are here to help you find your Dream Property  

and guide you through the whole process -  Headache Free.
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Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https ://www.ouisrae l .org /v ideo- l ibrary

Day of Judgment. And that is the essential 
idea of the day: “REMEMBERING.” Chazal 
also refer to the chag as “Yom HaZikaron”, 
as it is described in Vayikra: (23; 24) “zichron 
tru’ah”. For this reason, the Mishna insists 
that Musaf must include the section of 
“Zichronot” recalling how G-d “remem-
bered” our saintly matriarchs on this very 
day. However, R. Yehuda Shaviv points out, 
we would be mistaken were we to see this 
theme of memory as our challenge to keep 
in mind our errors and shortcomings. Quite 
the opposite! These readings are meant to 
remind us that Hashem “remembers” His 
children with mercy and will reward them 
and show them kindness. 

And how meaningful, therefore, are the 
closing words of the second haftarah that 
hearkens back to the overall theme of repen-
tance and remembrance. G-d looks at His 
distraught nation, one that is overwhelmed 
by her past misdeeds and is wondering if 
their Heavenly Father could ever forgive 
their many trespasses. And so, He explains 
that Ephraim, Israel, is a favorite son, a child 
He could never forget or abandon, and there-
fore, “Zachor Ezk’renu Od,” “I still remember 
them” and have mercy on them. It is this 
innate quality of G-d that we bring up on this 
Day of Judgment. We remind ourselves that 
He wants to forgive, He desires our prayers 
and yearns to grant us a good year.

It is through this view that WE must “see” 
G-d and turn to Him for atonement - confi-
dent in His mercies, His love and His power 
to remember. 

Pinsker building - 4 rooms, fully renovated. 
Electrical appliances, closets,
Succa, parking, Shabbat elevator, immediate

Rechavia Wolfson towers -
4 rooms, 100m, renovated, high floor
5 rooms, 136m, renovated, high floor

San simon - New 7 room duplex penthouse 
of 300m, Succa balcony, Shabbat elevator, 
parking, machsan

Katamon - Near shteiblach,
4 room apt., 1st floor, well kept, bright,  
3 exposures, parking

Gdud Haivri - 4 rooms, for renovation,  
3 exposures, 9 steps to apt., car park, immediate

for rent

for sale

052-2639702  |  www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il

Pinsker building - 4 rooms, fully renovated. 
Electrical appliances, closets,
Succa, parking, Shabbat elevator, immediate

Rechavia Wolfson towers -
4 rooms, 100m, renovated, high floor
5 rooms, 136m, renovated, high floor

San simon - New 7 room duplex penthouse 
of 300m, Succa balcony, Shabbat elevator, 
parking, machsan

Katamon - Near shteiblach,
4 room apt., 1st floor, well kept, bright,  
3 exposures, parking

Gdud Haivri - 4 rooms, for renovation,  
3 exposures, 9 steps to apt., car park, immediate

for rent

for sale

052-2639702  |  www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il

* Katamon - 4 rooms, 1st floor,  
3 bedrooms 1.5 baths, spacious  
with 3 exposures, elevator, car park, 
machsan. Price 3.85 million nis

* 4 rooms, well kept, 2nd floor, 
2 exposures, car park, Shabbat 
elevator, Price 5.2 million nis

Pinsker building - 4 rooms, fully renovated. 
Electrical appliances, closets,
Succa, parking, Shabbat elevator, immediate

Rechavia Wolfson towers -
4 rooms, 100m, renovated, high floor
5 rooms, 136m, renovated, high floor

San simon - New 7 room duplex penthouse 
of 300m, Succa balcony, Shabbat elevator, 
parking, machsan

Katamon - Near shteiblach,
4 room apt., 1st floor, well kept, bright,  
3 exposures, parking

Gdud Haivri - 4 rooms, for renovation,  
3 exposures, 9 steps to apt., car park, immediate

for rent

for sale

052-2639702  |  www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il

* Kiryat Shmuel - 4 rooms, 
unfurnished, ground floor 40m 
garden, long term, immediate,  
9500nis

* Katamon - 4 rooms, 140m,  
2.5 baths, elevator,  Succa balcony, 
available from November. 15000nis



94 TORAH TIDBITS 1583 / ROSH HASHANA - HA’AZINU

Rehovot

We Find Your Perfect Home
We Find Your Perfect Investment
We Help You Get A Mortgage
We Help You Transfer Funds 
We Help You Decorate Your Home
We Help You Manage The  Property
We Manage Projects In Your Absence 

NetanyaJerusalem

Ra'anana Nahariya

Tel Aviv

You May Have Questions:

MAKE THIS COMING YEAR  5785
THE PERFECT TIME TO BUY 

YOUR DREAM HOME 
OR INVESTMENT PROPERTY 

IN ISRAEL

IL: 972.52.682.9367
izzy@keteradvisors.com

USA - 786.385.8859 
www.keteradvisors.com 

We Have The Answers:

Izzy Leizerowitz 
Broker Owner

Ask About Our Free Home Inspections

Ask About Our Reduced Fees For OLIM
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path 

of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)
RABBI JUDAH
MischelEXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH: ALONG THE PATH OF TESHUVA (MOSAICA 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

Easy Does It
Reb Yaakov Krantz, the great Maggid of 

Dubno, related a timely anecdote:
There was a day laborer working as a 

porter who made his parnasah doing odd 
jobs, helping travelers load and unload their 
wares. When a visiting business man arrived, 
he would shlep his merchandise from the car-
riage to the inn, and take payment in relation 
to the size or difficulty of the load.

One day, he struggled under the extreme 
weight of a wealthy merchant’s trunks and 
bags that he had picked up at the curb. 
Krechtzing heavily and pouring with sweat, 
he slowly navigated the staircase, the unwieldy 
bags almost toppling him. After completing the 
job, he limped weakly back to the entrance of 
the inn and met the visitor. When the affluent 
businessman handed him just a couple of 
small coins, he was incredulous, “How dare 
you? After I shlepped so many heavy bags for 
you, how could you short-change me like this?” 

The gvir replied, “My good man, I am trav-
eling with one small, light suitcase. If you 
shlepped many heavy bags, I’m afraid you 
were carrying someone else’s baggage… not 
mine.”

The Dubner Maggid explained by darshen-
ing on the pasuk, י י־יָָגַַעְְתָּ�ָ בִּ�ִ  ולֹאֹ־אֹתִִֹי קָָרָָאתָָ יַַעֲֲקֹבֹ כִּ�ִ
רָָאֵֵל  You did not call upon Me, Yaakov, for“ ,יִִשְׂ�ְ
you grew weary of ‘Me’” (Yeshayahu, 43:22). 
The Ribbono Shel Olam is assuring us: if we 
are feeling weary under the yoke of Torah 
and mitzvos, it indicates something is awry 
in our approach, for it wasn’t really Hashem 
that we were calling on. If our Yiddishkeit is 
making us krechtz or kvetch, or if it seems to 
detract from our love and joy in being a Jew, 
it means that we are not following the Torah’s 
directives, but rather shlepping some other 
set of rules that we inadvertently picked up 
somewhere. 

Serving God is all-encompassing and can 
feel demanding; we are entrusted and obli-
gated with a myriad of mitzvos, and halachic 
details, and encouraged to continually stretch 
our capacity in depth of intentionality and 
full-heartedness. Yet, the underlying Divine 
motivation, so to speak, behind this however is 
empowering: רצה הקב”ה לזכות את ישראל לפיכך 
 HaKadosh Baruch Hu“ ,הרבה להם תורה ומצוות
wished to confer merit upon Yisrael, therefore 
He increased for them Torah and mitzvos.” If 
our observances don’t shine with ‘merit’ or 
empowerment, if we have ‘grown weary’ of 
them, we are most likely not carrying Hash-
em’s Torah and mitzvos, in a most precise 
sense. They are ‘someone else’s’ — there is, 
perhaps, the taint of an ulterior motive.

All of this is vitally relevant to this auspicious 
time of year and these days of heightened 
merit, when we are given an opportunity to 

Buying & Need A Mortgage?   Can't Finish The Month?

 

For a free consultation call: 050-491-0604

ILAN D RUBINSTEIN

Save time, hassle & money!

www.israfinance.com
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embrace the mitzvah of teshuvah, returning 
to Hashem out of love and joy. 

Rav Avraham Yitzchak haKohen Kook 
writes, עיקר הנפילות באות מפני שאינו מאמין 
 The primary reason for“ ,בקלותה של ,תשובה
our failure is a result of not believing that mak-
ing teshuvah is easy” (Oros HaTeshuvah, 14). 
Many of us have become prey to a ‘conceptzia’ 
of the difficulty in successfully engaging teshu-
vah. We prefer to remain in a fossilized state of 
self-imposed stuckness, paralyzed by the fear 
of failure. Entrapped in a reactive, defeatist 
mentality, blinded from seeing our personal 
and collective spiritual potential, we submit 
to faintheartedness. Believing, tragically, that 
our baggage is just too heavy for our teshuvah 
to be effective, we give up. 

The truth is, teshuvah involves unburden-
ing ourselves of our heavy past, and letting 
go of toxic baggage. If we would keep this in 
mind, teshuvah would be easy, joyful and 
invigorating.

￼ Rebbe Simcha Bunim of Peshischa 
taught that it is understandable that people 
do aveiros — after all, we are human beings 
and are all subject to the various temptations 
that surround us. What is much worse than 
any aveirah, however, is that Hashem gives us 
the ability to do teshuvah at any moment, but 
we don’t avail ourselves of it and repair our 
relationship with Him. “In the Beis Din shel 
Maalah,” he said, “we won’t be asked why we 
made mistakes and did aveiros, for that is how 
Hashem made the world. Rather we’ll be held 
accountable for why we didn’t do teshuvah 
and fix what we had broken.”

When Rebbe Yosef Yitzchok, the Frierdiker 
Rebbe of Lubavitch, would travel, large crowds 
would gather to greet and escort him, or 

simply to catch a glimpse of the tzadik. Once, 
throngs gathered to see the Rebbe departing 
from a European train station. He greeted the 
assembled with a few inspiring words. As the 
Rebbe was giving brachos to eager chasidim 
and admirers, the conductor signaled that the 
train was about to depart.

The Rebbe’s personal gabbai exclaimed, 
“Rebbe! We have to move quickly… there 
is just a minute left!” The Frierdiker Rebbe 
closed his eyes and seemed lost in thought, 
experiencing a moment of deep dveikus. “A 
minute! A minute! In just one minute I could 
do teshuvah!” Overcome with emotion, Rebbe 
stood immobilized until his assistant managed 
to finesse him onto the train.

Following his miraculous escape from the 
Nazis, Rebbe Yosef Yitzchok arrived in the 
United States and spearheaded a revolution 
of Jewish growth and engagement. The Frie-
diker issued an urgent call to world Jewry, 
crying out from the depths of his soul: לאלתר 
לתשובה, לאלתר לגאולה ! “Immediately to repen�!
tance — immediately to Redemption!” This 
direct confrontation with exile, National and 
personal, is relevant today as ever. 

May we seize the moment… L’alter l’tshuvah, 
l’alter l’geulah, by taking the right ‘suitcase’ — 
increasing in Torah and mitzvos with the ease 
borne of love and joy! 

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
ELISHEVALAKSLCSW@GMAIL.COM

PHONE: 054-550-7515

Mental Health therapy for Olim, Gap Year 
Students, and Young Professionals

Schedule your free consultation to find 
out how best to address your unique 
challenges living as an anglo in Israel.

ELISHEVA LAKS, LCSW
LICENSED CLINICAL THERAPIST
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- GOAL ORIENTED SUPPORTIVE THERAPY
- AVAILABLE FOR IN-PERSON AND 
TELEHEALTH SESSIONS
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To Bless and 
Be Blessed

Of all the blessings recited daily, one of the 
most special is mandated by the Torah about 
the Torah. This is, of course, the blessing 
recited before Torah study. The obligation to 
recite it derives from a verse in this week’s 
parashah: “When I call out the Lord’s name, 
ascribe greatness to our God” (Deuteronomy 
32:3).1 Another blessing of biblical stature 
is birkat ha-mazon (Grace after Meals), yet 
it comes after the relevant activity.2 What 
is the difference?

Rav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook 
proposed the following distinction. Let us 
start with birkat ha-mazon, which is the 
more intuitive. The blessing follows the 
meal because we can quite viscerally feel 
the gratitude. Our hunger has been satisfied 
and our bellies are full. It is the perfect time 
to offer our thanks and to truly mean it.

When it comes to Torah study, we do 
derive benefit from the subject matter, and 
we could show gratitude for it after the fact. 
But the advancement of our knowledge is 
not the true pursuit of Torah study. The 
greatest gift of the Torah is the Torah itself. 
The moment a single sacred word leaves our 
lips we establish contact with another plane 

1. Berachot 21a.
2. Ibid.

from which the divine word emanates. This 
privilege needs to be acknowledged before 
the learning begins.

If someone is called to the Torah for an 
aliyah, Halachah requires him to pronounce 
a blessing both before and after the reading. 
The opening blessing, which is the primary 
one, calls attention to our being chosen to 
receive the Torah. The second blessing rec-
ognizes the result: eternal life.

In a puzzling Talmudic dictum, the Sages 
claim that the first Temple was destroyed 
because Jews were not reciting a blessing 
before Torah study.3 Rav Kook clarified that 
although the people were engaged in Torah 
study, they were privileging its practical and 
intellectual gains over its spiritual qualities:

“If one inclines only towards the benefit of 
the knowledge and minimizes the unique-
ness of the Torah, then one is like those who 
did not make a blessing before [studying] 
Torah, whom the Sages blamed for the loss 
of the Land. Equating knowledge of God’s 
Torah with any other knowledge or human 
science is the proximate cause, God forbid, 
of the extinguishing of the Torah’s flame, 
and of the blindness that prevents seeing 
its resplendent sanctity.” 4

דִִיעָָה וְְתִִקְְטַַן  ה לְְבָָבוֹֹ רַַק לְְתוֹֹעֶֶלֶֶת הַַיְּ�ְ ה אִִם יַַטֶּ�ֶ הִִנֵּ�ֵ דְּ�ְ
אֹ  לֹּ� ֶ אוֹֹתָָן שֶׁ� כְּ�ְ יִִהְְיֶֶה  אָָז  הֲֲלֹאֹ  וֹֹּתּרָָה,  הַַ ת  סְְגֻֻלַּ�ַ עֵֵינָָיו  בְּ�ְ
אָָבְְדָָה  ֶ עֲֲלֵֵיהֶֶם אָָמְְרּוּ חֲֲזַַ”ל שֶׁ� ֶ ה, שֶׁ� חִִלָּ�ָ וֹֹּתּרָָה תְּ�ְ  רְְכּוּ בַּ�ַ בֵּ�ֵ
יְְדִִיעָָה  וֹֹּתּרַַת ה’ לְְכָָל  יְְדִִיעַַת  ּוּּמּי אֶֶת   י הַַדִּ�ִ הָָאָָרֶֶץ. כִּ�ִ
וֹֹּבּת חָָלִִילָָה  רוֹֹב לְְכַַ וֹֹּגּרֵֵם הַַקָּ�ָ ית הּוּא הַַ ִ וְְחָָכְְמָָה אֱֱנוֹֹשִׁ�
3. Bava Metzia 85b.
4. Ein Ayah, Berachot, 7:4.
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Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
Aarong@ouisrael.org  at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.

קִִיף אֶֶל זֹהַַֹר  ְ � וֹֹּמּת הָָעֵֵינַַיִִם מֵֵהַַשְּׁ� וֹֹּתּרָָה לְְּוּסַַ ל  ֶ נֵֵרָָּהּ שֶׁ�
. תָָּהּ ָ � קְְדֻֻשָּׁ�

When the Jewish people received the 
Torah at Sinai, they pledged na’aseh 
ve-nishma, “we shall do and we shall listen” 
(Exodus 24:7). In Rav Kook’s analysis, this 
is a twofold declaration. It affirms that the 
Torah is a divine gift to be appreciated per 
se, and that it must also be studied for its 
wisdom. Had the nation reversed the order, 
it would have implied that study is more 
geared towards performance.

Rav Kook’s approach to Torah learning can 
be best captured by the phrase Torah lishmah, 
Torah study for its own sake. Part of what 
undergirds this is his mystical conception of 
the Torah: “the entire Torah consists of the 
names of the Holy One.”5 When a person con-
templates or enunciates words of Torah, he or 
she is interacting with the divine expressed 
in language. With this awareness, the act of 
learning for its own sake becomes the high-
est endeavor. “There is a difference between 
someone who knows that everything is light 
radiating from the name of the Holy One and 
someone who doesn’t.”6 Bearing this in mind, 
one approaches the Torah with sincerity and 
wonder, with deference and devotion, with 
intimacy and with love. One makes a bless-
ing out of appreciation for the Torah, and is 
blessed by the light of the Infinite contained 
therein. 

5. Orot ha-Torah, ch. 4.
6. Ibid.
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FOR SALE IN GUSH ETZION:
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Beautiful 6-room garden apartment, 133Sq.m.,  
modernly designed and renovated, nice large garden  

+ patio, private entrance, near Synagogues, community -  
commercial and health services, public transportation. 

Exclusive! Sigalit  053-6302548

FOR SALE IN TZUR HADASSA
Exceptionally large 4-room garden apt. + 2 big  

terraces, nicely designed and renovated, A\C, heating, 
2 private parking places, storage, in a pastoral & quality 

community 15 minutes south of Jerusalem, near  
Hadassa Medical center. Exclusive! Ronen 055-4337423

FOR SALE IN MEVASERET ZION
In the heart of Mevaseret, huge, elegant triplex (223 sqm) 

divided into 4 very large rooms (2 master bedrooms), 
large open terraces facing panoramic view, additional unit 

for teenager \ studio \ clinic, 2 covered parking, storage. 
High quality building with open patio & private swimming 

pool. Near country club, shops & cafes, clinics & bank, 
parks, quality schools. Exclusive! Rut 053-4872436
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From the Virtual Desk of the

OU VEBBE REBBE
Rav Daniel Mann

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
RAV DANIEL MANN

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Question: I unfortunately must eat basi-
cally regularly on Yom Kippur. Which of the 
mitzvah elements of a Yom Tov meal (Kid-
dush, Hamotzi, Birkat Hamazon additions) 
should I do? 

Answer: One can look at the religious 
perspective of a meal on Yom Kippur in two 
ways: 1. Yom Kippur is a Yom Tov, in which 
a proper meal could have been a mitzvah if 
not for the greater importance of fasting, so 
that when one must eat, the mitzvot of a meal 
apply. 2. Since the broad rule is that we are 
forbidden to eat, the mitzvot associated with 
eating were not instituted at all. 

Now we will see sources. The Tur (Orach 
Chayim 618; see Shut Maharam Rutenberg 71) 
says that one who cannot fast on Yom Kippur 
recites Ya’aleh V’yavo in Birkat Hamazon. The 
Taz (OC 618:10) disagrees with the Tur, infer-
ring from a gemara (Shabbat 24b) that we do 
not mention a special day in berachot/tefillot 
if the day’s connection to what we are saying 
is coincidental. As you raised, there are other 
issues that depend on the correct approach 
(although each has unique factors also). 

The Magen Avraham (618:10) rules that 
there is no Kiddush at a meal (regarding 

Kiddush in davening, see Har Tzvi, OC I:155) 
on Yom Kippur and cites a Shibolei Haleket 
saying that the prohibition to eat makes the 
day like a weekday, thus precluding Kiddush 
and Ya’aleh V’yavo. 

Another issue in the poskim is whether to 
have lechem mishneh. The Magen Avraham 
(ibid.) cites a Knesset Hagedola who says that 
since the manna did not fall on Yom Kippur, 
one who needs a meal should use lechem 
mishneh. The Magen Avraham disagrees, 
arguing that lechem mishneh was not insti-
tuted for Yom Kippur and that we do not want 
to make a sick person trouble himself with 
lechem mishneh. The Machatzit Hashekel 
raises another issue – did a double portion 
of manna fall on Erev Yom Kippur? 

There is not significant discussion in the 
poskim on whether, if lechem mishneh is not 
needed, one should eat bread in order to have 
a proper meal. Discussions (see Shulchan 
Aruch, OC 618:10) of what to say in bentching 
do imply that people are eating bread. How-
ever, this does not prove one is required to 
have bread, because classically bread was a 
natural staple of meals. In any case, we would 
add the following. While those who are unable 
to limit themselves to minimal, slow eating, 
are not instructed to be particularly careful to 
not eat more than absolutely necessary, it is 

Mitzvot of Meals for Those 
Who Must Eat on Yom Kippur 
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Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English  

or Hebrew contact: 
Eretz Hemdah–Gazit 

Rabbinical Court 
077-215-8-215 • Fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

halachically counter-productive to eat bread if 
it is less dietarily productive than other foods 
one could be eating. 

Regarding halacha l’ma’aseh conclusions, 
most poskim treat this matter as some level 
of safek as to which general approach is 
correct (see Mateh Ephraim 618:17; Mishna 
Berura 618:29). Therefore, on the matter of 
Ya’aleh V’yavo, the approach is that the pros 
of doing them outweigh any cons. (Ya’aleh 
V’yavo, even if not called for, does not create a 
problematic enough break to endanger Birkat 
Hamazon’s validity – see Shulchan Aruch, OC 
108:12; Machatzit Hashekel ibid.) In contrast, 
one should not do a full Kiddush, which is said 
in the day if it was not done at night (Rama, 
OC 271:8), because of the risk of a beracha 
l’vatala. Lechem mishneh is not required, and 
it is unclear whether to prefer it (see Shemirat 
Shabbat K’hilchata 39:31; Dirshu 618:54). 

This year there is a wrinkle in the matter. 
Since Yom Kippur falls on Shabbat, even 
if these mitzvot do not apply at all on Yom 
Kippur, they would seem to apply because 
it is Shabbat. Therefore, Rabbi Akiva Eiger 

(to Magen Avraham ibid.) believes it is likely 
that all should agree to make Kiddush this 
year. However, the Ohr Sameach (Avodat Yom 
Hakippurim 4:1) posits that Yom Kippur takes 
over the nature of Shabbat, so there is no 
mitzvah to eat or make Kiddush even from the 
perspective of such a Shabbat. The silence of 
earlier poskim and the statements of recent 
Acharonim (see Har Tzvi, ibid; Igrot Moshe, 
Choshen Mishpat I, 39; Yaskil Avdi VIII, OC 
20.34) indicate that R. Akiva Eiger’s thesis is 
not widely accepted. 

Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by  
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare 
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad. 
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL
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Shira asks: How can I help my friend 
who is tired of “wasting his time on not 
relevant dates”? He isn’t willing to go out 
with anyone that isn’t perfect…

Aleeza responds: There are two ways to 
approach this. Option one: don’t set him up 
with anyone who isn’t perfect in his eyes. If 
he’s holding out for perfection, there’s not 
much you can do to change his mind. Option 
two: introduce him to people you think are 
good matches, even if they don’t meet every 
single criteria he’s set and explain why it’s a 
good match idea in your eyes. Let’s explore 
the pros and cons of each of these options.

If he’s set on his criteria, and won’t date 
anyone whom he deems less than “perfect,” 
that’s his prerogative. If he’s unwilling to 
compromise, it’s important to honor that 
- even if it limits his opportunities in the 
short term. 

By only introducing him to people who 
meet his exact standards, you’re allow-
ing him to stay aligned with his current 
expectations and mindset. The upside is 
that he won’t feel like you’re pushing him 
into anything he’s not ready for or doesn’t 
want. However, the downside is that he 
might miss out on the beauty of getting to 
know someone who has the right poten-
tial but not all the qualities he thinks he 
needs. Sometimes, we have to let people 
figure things out on their own and we never 
know who he may end up with.

Alternatively, you can introduce him 
to people who you think are a good 

match—even if they don’t tick every box he’s 
set. You can help him expand his horizons a 
little, gently encouraging him to give some-
one a chance even if they don’t seem like 
the perfect fit on paper. Over time, he might 
begin to see that values, shared goals, and 
chemistry can make a relationship work, 
even when certain preferences aren’t met.

In the end, the choice is his. You can’t force 
anyone to change their perspective, but you 
can offer opportunities for growth. Whether 
he finds his version of perfection or realizes 
that flexibility brings other potential options, 
your role as a supportive ambassador will 
make a big difference. Just be patient and 
compassionate, no matter which path he 
decides to take. Dating is a journey, and 
sometimes it takes time for people to under-
stand what truly makes a relationship last. 

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With 
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, 
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a 
Wedding every 2 days!

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!
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ROBERT J. WEINSTOCK, DDSServices Offered:
Tooth Extractions
Wisdom Teeth 
Impacted Teeth
Dental Implants
Bone Grafts 
Sinus Lifts
TMJ Disorders 
Oral Biopsies

CONTACT US
Offices in Modiin and Jerusalem

053-8534786
www.RJWOMS.com
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Dear Torah Tidbits Readers:  
Your donations are urgently  
needed, especially this Rosh 
Hashanah.  Please help us reach  
our campaign target of  100,000 NIS.

Assisting the sick, elderly,  
financially challenged,  
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, Hachnasat Kallah, 
substance abusers, single mothers, 
and displaced families, among others.

Bank Transfer 
Mercantile (17), Branch 
642, A/C 79747843  
Send Asmachta for tax receipt

Checks
“Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476,  
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card
Sara – 077-820-0196 
Inquiries
Menachem Persoff
050-570-1067 
menpmp@gmail.com

SUPPORTING THE NEEDY WHEREVER THEY ARE
www.yeshezra.org

“ותשובה ותפלה וצדקה מעבירין את רע הגזרה”

לשנה טובה תכתבו ותחתמו!
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Yitzchak Kowalsky
054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

1-3 bedrooms & PH
Starting from: 40,000NIS/sqm

All properties come with
Floor heating + Central A/C
Balcony , Parking & storage

Occupancy: 02/25

340 sqm on 4 levels
7 bedrooms , 5.5 baths

Private front & back garden 
Renovated

Central A/C + Private heating 
Private parking

Option for a separate unit
6,750,000 NIS

Extra large 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths
160 sqm large balcony (not Succah)

100% wheelchair accessible
Fully furnished, Storage

Shabbat Elevator, Covered parking
Available: Immediately

Sale: 7,200,000 NIS
Rent: 4,000 USD/month 

EFRAT

Most Recent Listings in and around Jerusalem
Perfect Family

Garden Apartment
in the Greek-Colony

Architecturally designed
Renovated

3 bedroom (including a Mamad)
2 full baths

A/C + private heating
Private garden (around 70 sqm)

6,200,000 NIS

Last Apartments
Available in the New

Project on Mekor Haim 

Private House 
in Gefen, Efrat

Apartment in the
Heart of Talbiyah

Unique Extra Large
Duplex Garden

Apartment
Combine two apartments to create

one large apartment!
Over 370 sqm + 180 sqm garden!

4 covered parking spots
2 storage units

Price: 22,000,000

˘נה טובה

For Sale/Rent

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  
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1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
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Koren Jerusalem
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Tishrei at Matan

For more details, registration & information about our other programs:

30 Rashbag St. Jerusalem

 Jerusalem

Beit Knesset Netzach Menashe, 18 Reuven

 Beit Shemesh

Yom Iyun for Yom Kippur
Wednesday | October 9 | 9:00am 
Yael Leibowitz
Rachelle Sprecher Fraenkel
Rabbanit Shani Taragin

Hoshana Raba Learning 
Tuesday | October 22 | 8:30pm
Dr. Yael Ziegler 
Rabbanit Shani Taragin

An Evening Of Song & Selichot
Sunday | October 6 | 10:00pm
Laly Derai
Rabbanit Oshra Koren
Liat Raz Kedar and Tzviya Tzur

Hoshana Raba Learning 
Tuesday | October 22 | 7:45pm
Mark Ziering
Dr. Tanya White
Rav Doron Perez 

HaSharon

Monthly Tefillah Series Shiur
Monday | October 7 | 8:15pm 
Rabbi Shlomo Katz

Teshuvah During Troubling Times
Wednesday | October 9 | 9:30am
Adina Suslovich

Young Israel of Poleg, Nurit St.

Netanya, 
Poleg & Ir Yamim
Assert Y’mei Teshuva 
Thursday | October 10 | 10:30am
Rabbanit Karen Miller Jackson 
Rabbanit Dr. Sharon Grossman 

Opening of the 2024/25 ACADEMIC YEAR 
Sunday, November 3 Free for two weeks!

4 HaPalmach St. Raanana
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For more information, email us at platinum@jgive.com
or scan the QR code:
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opinion regarding the advisability of participating in financial products of any kind or type, 
including but not limited to participation in donor-advised funds (DAF). The above is not 
meant to be a substitute for personal advice tailored to the client's needs, nor does it take 

the place of advice given by qualified professionals.

A New DAF for a New Year
Make the most of your Tzedaka and embrace Israel's newest 

opportunity for stock donations with JGive Platinum's 
donor-advised fund (DAF). Benefit from a full capital gains 

tax exemption and up to an additional 35% tax credit. 

No 
Capital 
Gains 

Tax


