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A SHORT VORT
BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

“Go forth from the ark” (8:16) - )צא מן התיבה )ח:טז
Why did Noach wait for a Divine command to leave the 
ark and not just look to see if the ground is dry and make 
up his own mind to exit?
The Midrash (Bereishit Rabbah 34:4) quotes a verse in 
Kohelet (10:4) “If the spirit of the ruler rises against you, 
do not leave your place”, referring to Noach’s entering 
the ark with Divine permission. Similarly, Noach can only 
disembark from the ark with Divine permission.
Since the entire experience of being saved was beyond 
normal, so too, leaving the ark could only be with per-
mission from G-d.
The Malbim (Rabbi Meir Leibush ben Yechiel Michel 
Wisser 1809-1879, Kyiv) answered that although G-d 
could have saved Noach and his family in a more natural 
way, like placing them on an isolated island, not touched 
by the flood, G-d chose not to so. G-d had decreed that 
the earth and its inhabitants be destroyed. Therefore, 
Noach entered the ark, seven days prior to the flood, to 
establish residency on the ark, underlying that he is no 
longer an inhabitant of the earth. He would be now con-
sidered an inhabitant of the waters, like the fish, which 
were excluded from the cursed decree.  Therefore, Noach 
needed the Divine command to leave the ark, since he 
was unaware of how long the earth was decreed to 
remain desolate.  		          - Shabbat Shalom
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AND HAVDALA TIMES
CANDLE LIGHTING

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)

Lech LechaNoach
HavdalaCandlesHavdalaCandles

5:214:085:264:13Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim

5:244:265:294:32Aza Area (Netivot, Sderot et al)

5:224:275:274:32Beit Shemesh/RBS

5:224:245:274:29Alon Shvut

5:224:245:274:30Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K.Saba

5:224:245:274:29Modiin/Chashmonaim
5:224:245:274:30Netanya

5:244:265:294:31Be’er Sheva

5:234:255:284:30Rehovot

5:224:085:274:13Petach Tikva

5:214:235:264:29Ginot Shomron

5:214:135:264:18Haifa / Zichron

5:214:235:264:28Gush Shiloh

5:234:255:284:30Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel

5:224:285:264:33Givat Zeev

5:224:245:274:30Chevron / Kiryat Arba

5:244:265:294:32Ashkelon

5:234:255:284:30Yad Binyamin

5:194:145:244:20Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden

5:194:205:244:26Golan

5:204:225:264:27Nahariya/Maalot

5:204:225:254:27Afula

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Noach - 6:05PM  •  Lech Lecha - 6:00PM

other
z'manim

JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wed–Shabbat
Oct x–x / x–x Cheshvan
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin	 x:xx–x:xx
Sunrise	 x:xx–x:xx 
Sof Zman Kriat Shema	 x:xx–x:xx 
Magen Avraham	 x:xx–x:xx
Sof Zman Tefila	 x:xx-x:xx
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)	 x:xx–x:xx
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)	 x:xx–x:xx
Plag Mincha	 x:xx–x:xx
Sunset (Including Elevation)	 x:xx–x:xx

OTHER
Z'MANIM

JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wednesday - Shabbat
Oct. 30 - Nov. 9 / 28 Tishrei - 8 Marcheshvan
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin	 5:03-5:11
Sunrise	 5:55-6:04
Sof Zman Kriat Shema	 8:38-8:43
Magen Avraham	 8:01-8:05
Sof Zman Tefila	 9:33-9:36
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)	 11:22
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)	 11:52
Plag Mincha	 3:41-3:34
Sunset (Including Elevation)	 4:55-4:47

Daf Yomi: Bava Basra 130
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

My family and I love having guests, and 
Baruch Hashem our house is full most Shab-
batot and chagim. As special as our company 
is, there’s that moment when the guests 
go home when my wife and I sit with our 
children and are able to give them our full 
attention. This reminds me of an idea that 
comes up every year on Shemini Atzeret.

The gemara (Sukkah 55b) tells us that 
during the first seven days of Sukkot, the 
service in the Beit HaMikdash was devoted to 
the whole world and all the different nations 
(adding up to seventy bull sacrifices). How-
ever, the last day is Shemini Atzeret, a day 
with just one bull sacrifice, devoted to the per-
sonal relationship between Hashem and the 
Jewish people. The gemara says that Hashem 
is telling us, through Shemini Atzeret, “While 
I love all the nations, you are My children. 
Please stay with Me for one more day, after 
all the other nations have left, so that we can 
have a closer time together.”

That thought has always been so heart-
warming to me. Every Simchat Torah is 
really about the Jewish people celebrating 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu and His Torah, with 
dancing, singing, and praise, along with 
members of our shul, yeshiva, seminary and 
community. It has become a day where we 
can tell our Father in Heaven how much 
we love His Torah, and Him telling us how 
much He wants to be with us. 

And if we think about it, the theme 
makes perfect sense for this time period. 
We began with starting to blow the shofar 

every morning during the month of Elul, and 
adding Psalms 27 (“Le’David Ori ve’Yishi). We 
then add selichot, followed by the Yamim 
Noraim and Sukkot. Simchat Torah then 
caps all of these events and brings them all 
into perspective. We are Hashem’s children.

I have always felt that there needs to be 
something to recognize this at the end of 
Simchat Torah. Why does it feel like we 
just let Simchat Torah come to an end and 
get on with our lives without any fanfare, 
even though it is the most important part 
of this whole season of holidays? Shouldn’t 
there be something to recognize and express 
that theme that Simchat Torah represents as 
the capstone of our High Holidays and our 
relationship to Hashem?

Fifteen years ago, after moving to our 
current home in Givat Ze’ev, I shared with 
my family that I wanted to invite the com-
munity to our house for the last hour of 
Simchat Torah. During this time, we sing 
shirei neshamah, deep, thoughtful songs, 
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and say goodbye to Simchat Torah and the 
whole holiday season. That first year, we 
got seventeen or eighteen people to come 
from the community, and every year after 
it continued to grow. 

The singing is really a cathartic experi-
ence. It allows us to say farewell to the last 
52 days that have been so meaningful and 
so special between us and our Father in 
Heaven. It allows us to close our eyes and 
reflect back. We can consider what we as 
individuals, as a community and nation, 
have gone through in the last 52 days. It 
becomes an opportunity to think about how 
we will implement the changes we promised 
to make in our lives for the rest of the year. 

A number of years ago, when Rabbi Eli 
Sheinfeld became the rabbi of our shul in 
Givat Ze’ev, he asked me if he could have the 
honor of hosting this singing at his house. 
I was flattered, in fact, that this event was 
considered important enough to the com-
munity that the Rabbi desired to make it an 
official event of the community and that he 
would host it. When this happened, Baruch 
Hashem, the crowd really grew. It now has 
approximately 50-60 people every year, all 
coming to sing and hear a few words from 
the Rabbi. In fitting with the theme of reflect-
ing on the life we have lived for the last 52 
days, the singing begins with tunes from 
Elul, Rosh Hashanah, selichot, Yom Kippur, 
and then to Sukkot. It is a beautiful way to 
relive these moments and recap them in a 
visceral, emotional, and heart-stirring way, 
and also to say goodbye to them and move 
on to the time we call here in Israel, “acharei 
hachagim,” after the holidays.

As I’ve written about before, our neighbors 
in Givat Ze’ev, the Steinberg family, tragically 

lost their son, Yoni Hy”d, on Simchat Torah 
last year. This year, in discussion with the 
Steinberg family, we moved the singing to 
the Steinberg home. The entire community 
came to their home, and it was jam-packed. 
A feeling of togetherness and unity was in 
the air and in all of our hearts. 

Many have tried to answer the question, 
how should we balance the tension between 
commemorating the devastating massacre 
of last year while maintaining joy for the 
chag itself, where a holiday has also become 
the yahrtzeit of so many holy Jews? How do 
we act differently? What do we change in 
davening? How do we change our hakafot?

All I needed was the singing that would 
take place at the Steinberg home. I knew that 
no matter how I danced with the Torah, and 
how my davening was, the singing would be 
there to allow me to sit down and reflect; 
reflect on who we have lost, reflect on our 
feelings of hurt and sadness, and reflect 
also on that most important relationship - 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu. This thought enabled 
me to dance with the Torah with all my 
might because I knew that the singing at 
the end of Simchat Torah would be there to 
keep that balance. It enabled me to have a 
“normal” Simchat Torah. Perhaps because 
of this article, other communities will end 

The OU Israel Family
and Israel Free Spirit

send heartfelt condolences to
Barak Schecter and family  

and to the Nahary and Vega families
on the passing of his wife/ 

their mother/daughter and sister

SARAH a’h
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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the chag with heartfelt singing as well and 
this can help others find their balance on 
Simchat Torah for many years to come.

Yoni’s father, Danny, spoke at this event. 
He recalled how last year, when he walked 
home during the last hour of Simchat Torah, 
he encountered the army personnel who 
had come to notify his family that Yoni had 
fallen as a hero. He said that looking around 
the room, at the same time that last year was 
so, so bitter, and seeing the entire commu-
nity surrounding them, he knew this was the 
proper way to recognize and commemorate 
this time. 

May we take this special relationship 
with HaKadosh Baruch Hu that we have 
formed throughout the last two months, 
and continue to pray that Hashem take these 
tefillot from Elul to Rosh Hashanah to Yom 
Kippur to Simchat Torah, tefillot that were 
so different this year from any other year, 
and see them for what they are: expressions 
of how much we love Him, how much we 
are willing to sacrifice for Him, and for 
each other. This past week we had way too 
many funerals and over 60 Jewish children 
have become orphans the past two weeks. 
Our hearts and minds are with them. May 
Hashem thereby grant us a healthy winter, 

May the Torah learning 
from the Torah Tidbits 
be in loving memory of

VIVIAN CHESNER a”h
Beloved Mother and Grandmother

וועליה בת דניאל ע”ה
נלב”ע א’ מרחשון

Nechama & Elliot Rosner
and Family

SCAN for 
Volunteer Form 

Before Rosh HaShana, my column 
thanked our many Torah Tidbits vol-
unteers for all of your efforts to ensure 
your beloved Torah Tidbits reaches you 
before Shabbat. As I wrote then, since 
our Torah Tidbits volunteer network is so 
expansive, we don’t even know who all of 
you are. Whether you, our valued volun-
teer, just started today or you have been 
with us for years, whether you deliver 
to many shuls/establishments or just 
bring them from one shul to the other, 
if you have not done so already, please 
fill out the short form using the QR code 
below so that I can get to know you and 
express our appreciation for your efforts. 

a winter of victory over our enemies, and 
may we only hear besorot tovot. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

Rachel Feld 
Certified Personal Trainer 

  054-471-8420

Personal  training 
is for you!

Frustrated that you can't get into shape?
Don't have the time or motivation to go to the gym?

Diastasis 
recti 

rehabilitation

Work out  
in the comfort  
of your home

Senior
fitness

change begins with you.
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member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
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      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!
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FROM THE DESK OF 
RABBI MOSHE HAUER
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

Noach: Moral 
Leadership

The ethics and morals of leaders are of 
essential importance.

Pirkei Avot is the most well-known 
section of the Mishna as it is dedicated to 
articulating the Sages’ ethical messages. 
Surprisingly, according to the Rambam 
(Introduction to Rambam’s Commentary 
to the Mishna), it was not written for the 
masses but rather specifically for the lead-
ers and judges of the community, “because 
if members of the masses are not ethi-
cally trained, they only harm themselves, 
whereas if the judge/leader is not an ethical 
and well-mannered personality, he loses 
his way and causes the people to be lost 
via the harm he causes.”

It was corrupt leadership that brought the 
destruction of the world in the mabul, the 
great flood. “The sons of elohim saw that 
the daughters of man were lovely, and they 
began to take whomever they chose to be 
their wives.” (Bereishit 6:2) Rashi follows 
the translation of Onkelos and understands 
that these “sons of elohim” were the chil-
dren of the leaders and judges of the time, 
leading Ramban to comment that society 
is doomed when those charged with pre-
serving order and justice in society are 
themselves corrupt.

In this context, we can have a completely 
different understanding of God’s instruction 
to Noach upon his emergence from the ark: 
“One who sheds the blood of man - by man 
shall his blood be shed, for in God’s image 
man was made.” (Bereishit 9:6) The verse 
here is introducing the death penalty for 
a murderer and it is being justified by the 
significance of the life he has destroyed. Yet 
all indications are that at this point man 
was further away than ever from reflecting 
God’s image. Why is now the time to elevate 
the significance and godliness of the victim 
and therefore initiate the death penalty for 
his murder? 

In context, however, we understand that 
the “men in God’s image” referenced here 
are not the victims but the judges, those 
sons of Elokim - the gods of the earth - 
whose essence and actions are supposed 
to reflect the essence and actions of the 
God in heaven but often fall short. After 
the disaster of the flood was brought on 
by the corruption and failure of the judges 
and leaders, Hashem turns to man and 
charges him to lead society towards truth 
and justice by zealously safeguarding it. 
“One who sheds the blood of man - by man 
shall his blood be shed.” Leadership cannot 
sit by and watch impassively as evil is per-
petrated; they must respond, “for in God’s 
image man was made.” Corrupt and failed 
leaders destroy the world. Those who strive 
to live up to the Divine image of care and 
responsibility redeem it. 



OU ISRAEL CENTER 9

FROM THE DESK OF 
RABBI MOSHE HAUER
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

It’s now “after
the ”chagim

A s h k e l o n

Now is the time to act.
The very last sea-view
apartments are available,
but moving fast, don’t wait 
or you may regret it...

Real Life Rescues
Real Life Rescues 
EMT Saves Baby from  
Severe Allergic Reaction  
Following First Taste of Tahini
On a recent Tuesday morning in Jerusalem, parents 
were feeding their 6-month-old baby and introduced 
him to tahini for the first time. Within minutes, the 
baby developed a severe allergic reaction. The 
infant's parents immediately called emergency 
services, seeking urgent help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shalom Klein, 
alerted to the emergency through his proximity alert 
system, sprang into action as the first responder on 
the scene. Arriving promptly, Shalom was confronted 
with a distressing sight - a baby boy with swollen lips 
and tongue, struggling to breathe, and covered in a 
worrisome rash.

Recognizing the symptoms as indicative of an 
anaphylactic shock, the volunteer knew immediate 
intervention was crucial. Without hesitation, he 
administered a life-saving EpiPen injection, delivering 
a dose of epinephrine to counteract the severe 
allergic reaction. The powerful medication quickly 
took effect, and the infant's breathing became less 
labored. The swelling in the lips and tongue began to 
subside, providing much-needed relief to the child.

As the symptoms continued to recede, the EMT 
monitored his condition while awaiting the arrival of 
a mobile intensive care ambulance. Several minutes 
later, the ambulance team arrived and transported 
the infant to the nearest hospital for further 
treatment and observation.

Reflecting on the incident, Shalom emphasized the 
importance of having an EpiPen readily available. 
"It's a great thing 
I had an EpiPen in 
my medical kit," he 
stated. "An EpiPen 
can save a person's 
life within minutes 
and is a huge help 
for both EMTs and 
patients."

1221

The Gas Run That Saved A Life
On Wednesday in Holon, just after 9 PM, United 
Hatzalah volunteer EMT Nehoray Cohen went out 
to refuel his ambucycle. Just as he was finishing 
filling his tank, he received a notification on his 
communications device about a man who had 
lost consciousness in an apartment building near 
the gas station. He rushed to the scene on his 
ambucycle and arrived in under 30 seconds. 
Cohen entered the apartment and found a man in 
his 60s lying on the floor of the kitchen, with blood 
on his face. Family members said he had suddenly 
lost consciousness and stopped breathing, causing 
him to fall on the floor. Cohen checked for a pulse, 
but there was none. He immediately reported to 
dispatch and attached his defibrillator to the patient.
Cohen administered a shock and initiated CPR. 
A second shock was administered, followed by 
another round of chest compressions. More first 
responders arrived at the scene, and they provided 
assisted ventilation while Cohen continued the 
chest compressions. 
Shortly after, an intensive care ambulance arrived. 
The paramedic administered additional shocks, 
advanced ventilation, and medication, while EMTs 
took turns performing chest compressions. After 
over 20 minutes, the patient’s pulse was restored, 
and he began breathing independently. He was 
transported to the hospital for further care.
“It’s always incredibly rewarding to help save 
someone’s life,” said Cohen. “When you go out for 
the most mundane task of refueling your vehicle, 
you don’t expect that something like this is 
going to happen. Thanks to this refueling and my 
ambucycle, I was able to respond extremely fast, 
with a wonderful outcome.”
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FURNITURE DOCT    R 
Professional Services and Repairs since 1898
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 us once and you’ll stick with us forever

Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il  Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il 
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Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
RCA Israel Region

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

the Torah, that the first thing to exist in the 
world was water: “The spirit of G-d hovered 
over the waters”. If you want to indicate 
that the world is getting a reboot, is starting 
again, cover it with water, as it was “In the 
beginning”. 

There is a detailed description of the 
dimensions of the Ark, while there is hardly 
any description of man’s evil that is causing 
the world to be destroyed. The Torah is more 
interested in the recreation than it is in the 
story of man’s failure. The title of the Flood 
story should not be the destruction of the 
world, but rather the recreation of the world.

2ND ALIYA (7:1-16)
Noach is again described as 

righteous. Bring 7 of each pure 
animal, 2 of the impure, and all the birds 
into the Ark. Noach was 600 years old and 
brought his family into the Ark. The waters 
of the springs of the depths were released 
and the stores of water above were opened. 
All entered the Ark, as G-d had commanded 
Noach.

Both aliyot began with Noach’s righteous-
ness and end with him doing as G-d com-
manded. In a word, righteousness is defined 
as doing what G-d commands.

The water floods the world from below 
and from above. We have seen water below 
and above before: in Creation, Ch. 1:6, G-d 
separated between the waters above and 
below and made the heavens between. 
Creation involved dividing the waters; 
while here the process of creation is being 

PARSHAT NOACH
Parshat Noach describes: the destruction 

of the world through the Flood, Noach and 
his family, the story of the Tower of Babel 
and the introduction of Avraham’s family. 

The first 2 parshiot in our Torah, Breishit 
and Noach, are essentially parallel creation 
stories, or more accurately a creation and 
a recreation. 

1ST ALIYA (6:9-22)
Noach is righteous, while the 

world is filled with evil. Noach is 
instructed to build an Ark, for while G-d is 
to destroy all living beings, He establishes a 
covenant with Noach to save him. Noach, his 
family, 2 of each animal and the food are to 
be brought into the Ark. Noach did all that 
G-d commanded.

The world will be destroyed with water. 
The Torah describes in the second verse in 

May the Torah learning  
from this issue of Torah Tidbits  

be לעילוי נשמת 

Joseph (Joe) Manasseh z”l
יוסף בן גבריאל מנשה ומעתוקה ז”ל

on his third Yahrzeit - כ”ט תשרי

Greatly missed by his children, 
grandchildren

and great-grandchildren
 Families Ross, Miller,  
Lipnick & Manasseh
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undone. The waters that were gathered in 
creation are here being released. The Flood 
is Creation being redone. 

3RD ALIYA (7:17-8:14)
The Flood covers the earth. All 

living things on land die, save 
Noach and all that are in the Ark. G-d 
remembers Noach. The waters recede. The 
Ark rests on Mt. Ararat. Noach sends out 
the raven. Then Noach sends out the dove 
to see if the water has receded enough for 
land to be inhabitable. She returns for she 
has found no place to rest. After 7 days, she 
is sent out again and returns with an olive 
branch. The third time she is sent out, she 
does not return. Noach removes the covering 
and sees there is dry land.

There is a lot of detail of water and of time. 
The rising water, the receding water, how 
many days it rained, how many days it took 
to recede. This stands in stark contrast to 
the initial creation of the world. In creation, 
G-d Said and it was. And after 6 days, the 
creation ceased. In this recreation, the cov-
ering of the world with water took months; 
the receding of the water took time. Why?

This is the most crucial part of this story. 
The world was not destroyed – I mean, not 
back to “tohu v’vohu – to void and empty”. 
G-d did not look at the evil of the world – 
man and animals - and destroy the world. 
He could have chosen to destroy the world 
entirely and begin anew with another 6 days 
of creation. He did not do that. He “recre-
ated” the existing world – saving Noach, 
saving the world, covering it slowly with 
the water that existed.

It looks like G-d is committed to this world, 
even binding himself to it; He will destroy it 
and rebuild it but use the world as it is. The 

story of the Torah is G-d’s commitment to 
man and to the world He created. He saves 
the world. He saves Noach. But even before 
this; Adam and Eve sinned and were pun-
ished. But not destroyed. Cain killed Abel, 
the most egregious sin, and is punished; but 
is not himself killed. G-d is committed to 
this world and is committed to mankind. He 
destroys the world naturally, maintaining it, 
covering it slowly with water and waiting 
for the water to recede. That very process 
communicates His commitment to His world 
and to mankind.

4TH ALIYA (8:15-9:7)
Noach is told to leave the Ark 

with his family and with the ani-
mals, blessing the animals to teem over the 
land. Noach offered sacrifices on an altar. 
G-d committed to never again curse land and 
animals because of man, nor the constella-
tions. G-d blesses Noach and family to be 
fruitful and multiply, to fill the earth. They 
may eat creatures but may not kill man.

The echoes of Creation continue. Noach 
and the animals receive the same blessings 
made to the animals and to man in Creation, 
to be fruitful and multiply. Noach is the new 
Adam. But with one dramatic difference. 
G-d pledges that never again will there be 

In Loving Memory of My Dad

Joshua Brooks z”l

יהושע בן יצחק ז״ל
on his 38th Yahrzeit 

Tuesday, Oct. 29 - 27 Tishrei
Deeply loved, appreciated

and greatly missed!
Tehilla Brooks
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a destruction of land, animals or seasons. 
This was not promised at Creation. 

The notion of G-d promising is shocking. 
G-d making promises to man? Really? 
He promises to us? Could it be that all the 
horrible evil that man is capable of perpe-
trating, and has perpetrated in the history 
of mankind – that in spite of all that evil, 
He guarantees the world will never deserve 
to be destroyed? It must be that mankind, 
in just the way it has been created, capable 
of evil but capable of good, that creation 
of mankind is so precious to G-d that He 
commits to us, regardless of our failings. As 
such, the story of the Torah is a love story; 
G-d’s love and commitment to mankind, just 
the way it is.

5TH ALIYA (9:8-17)
G-d tells Noach and his family 

that He is making a covenant with 
all living things that the world will never 
again be destroyed by Flood. The rainbow 
is a sign of this covenant between us. I will 
see the rainbow and remember this eternal 
covenant.

The word “brit”, covenant occurs 7 times 
in this paragraph of 9 verses. We are so 
familiar with the story of the rainbow 
after the flood that its plain meaning slips 
by unnoticed. G-d is pledging himself to the 
world. And, as if to make sure He Himself 
doesn’t forget, He places a sign, a reminder 
of His pledge.

Noach has got to be looking around, won-
dering, “is He talking to me? What did I do 
to deserve this? The Master of the Universe, 
who just covered the world in water due 
to man’s failings, He is committing to us? 
And binding Himself with a rainbow, lest 
He forget?”

The Creation story crowned man with 
majesty, created in the image of G-d. The 
Flood recreation story is a love story, the love 
of G-d for man, the commitment He has to 
man. And while a covenant has two parties, 
each of whom pledges to the other, in this 
covenant nothing is demanded of man. Only 
He pledges to us.

6TH ALIYA (9:18-10:32)
Noach plants a vineyard, 

becomes drunk and lies exposed 
in his tent. Cham sees Noach; the other 
sons cover Noach without looking. Cham 
is cursed, Shem is blessed, Yefet granted 
beauty. Noach’s numerous descendents 
are listed, distinctive in geography and in 
language.

Noach seems to follow in Adam’s agrar-
ian footsteps – Adam was placed in the 
Garden of Eden, Noach plants a vineyard. 
But the decline of the new man is not long 
in coming. 

The generations of Noach are described 
as different, distinct, separated into nations, 
into languages and distinct geographic 
regions. This gives rise to Nimrod, the war-
rior – distinctions and groupings give rise 
naturally to competition.

7TH ALIYA (11:1-32)
The Tower of Babel, an attempt 

to unite mankind results in a dis-
persion and proliferation of languages. The 
genealogy of Noach’s descendants continues 

Condolences to  
Robin & Bruce Epstein and family  

on the passing of her father

David Lefkovic z”l
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

until Avraham’s family is introduced, who 
journey toward the Land of Israel.

The story of the Tower of Babel begins 
as a desire for unity but ends with people 
scattered the world over. The desire for unity 
would seem to be a good thing. However, 
unity often implies being united under me, 
coercing all to be like me. World history is 
the history of empires, seeking to make the 
world a better place by being just like me. 
The theme of dispersion, of exile which began 
with Adam being exiled from the Garden of 
Eden, and Cain exiled to wander the world 
has its next chapter with the dispersion, the 
exile of the builders of the Tower of Babel. 

The dispersion and exile of the first 2 
parshiot of the Torah will be reversed with 
the call to Avraham to come to the Land of 
Israel. 
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THE PERSON in the parsha

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, 

EMERITUS

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

Nimrod and 
the Psychology 

of Evil
Why did I choose the title “Person in the Par-

sha” when I began to compose these weekly 
columns many years ago? I hesitate to tell you 
the truth; namely, that I had several reasons 
for doing so. But one reason was the fact that 
almost every parsha has in it a central human 
figure, Abraham or Moses for example, and 
often several such figures. Surely, a weekly 
column must include some comment about 
that person’s heroic achievements or occa-
sional frustrations.

Often, however, we find names of people 
of whom we know very little, and at times 
next to nothing. Surely, the author of a weekly 
parsha column must bring the existence, and 
significance, of such people to the attention of 
his or her readers.

In writing this week’s column, I decided to 
focus on one such individual, Nimrod. Here 
is what the Torah tells us about him:

Kush (the son of Cham) begot Nimrod, who 
was the first to be a man of might on earth. 
He was a mighty hunter before the Lord; 
hence the saying, “Like Nimrod a mighty 
hunter before the Lord.” The mainstays of 
his kingdom were Babylon, Erach, Accad, and 
Calneh in the land of Shinar. From that land 

he (Nimrod, according to Ramban and oth-
ers) went forth to Ashur and built Nineveh… 
(Genesis 10:8-11)

Was Nimrod a “bad guy” or a “good guy”? 
The simple reading of the text gives us nary 
a clue about whether he was “good” or “evil”. 
Yet even a cursory study of the rabbinic 
sources yields the picture of an ambitious and 
self-aggrandizing tyrant. Even the two phrases 
“before the Lord” are understood by our sages 
as testifying to either his arrogance or to his 
hypocritical and blasphemous relationship 
with the divine.

As Rashi puts it: “He recognized his Master 
(i.e. the Lord) but intentionally rebelled against 
Him.” Thus, Don Isaac Abarbanel, who knew 
a thing or two about palace politics, portrays 
Nimrod as the first human being to challenge 
the equality of all mankind and to relegate 
for himself the role of an egomaniacal auto-
crat driven by violent ambitions of military 
conquest.

And yet, his outer behavior, his persona, 
was “before the Lord”. He played the role 
of a devout believer in the One Above and 
successfully convinced others that this façade 
was the “real” Nimrod. We may conjecture 
that, in his mind, even the Lord himself was 
deceived by his prayers and religious rituals 
as he “knew his Master but intended to rebel 
against Him”.

We may conclude that Nimrod was evil, but 
in a complex and self-contradictory way. For 
most of us, he remains difficult, perhaps even 
impossible, to comprehend!
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This brings us to the tantalizing question, 
“What is the nature of Evil?” Are all villains as 
psychologically complex as Nimrod? Does one 
size fit all the Hamans and Hitlers of our tragic 
history? Or do they somehow differ from each 
other in an inscrutable but equally diabolical 
manner?

These are questions to which I intend to 
return as we proceed together through the 
ensuing chapters of the Chumash this year. I’ve 
begun with Nimrod, but for a broader view 
let’s return to the Torah portions we read last 
week, Parashat Bereshit, and the preceding 
Shabbat during Sukkot when we read the Book 
of Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) in the synagogue.

First, the following reflection of King Solo-
mon, whom our Sages identified as the author 
of the tantalizing and fascinating Book of 
Kohelet. Let’s see what he had to say about evil 
and, more importantly, about the relationship 
between good and evil:

Behold the Lord’s doing! Who can straighten 
what He has twisted? In an instance of “good”, 
join it; and in an instance of “evil”, reflect: 
the Lord arranged them as parallel to each 
other…” (Kohelet 7:13-14, my translation).

Zeh le’umat zeh! “Good” and “Evil” are, in 
some manner, “parallel to each other”. I take 
that to mean that just as “evil” people are 
composed of mixed motivations and mixed 
behaviors in keeping with their individual 
psyches, so are “good” people complex to the 
extent that no two of them are exactly like 
each other.

For another emphatic “coupling” of “good” 
and “evil” let’s flip back a few pages in our 
Chumash to last week’s Torah portion, Bereshit. 
There we find the following powerful words:

The Lord took Adam and placed him in the 
garden of Eden… And the Lord commanded 

Adam, saying, “Of every tree in the garden you 
may eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, you must not eat. For as soon as 
you eat of it, you shall die.” (Genesis 2:15-17).

 Note! One tree with both “good” and “evil” 
components. There are many conclusions to 
draw from the curious juxtaposition of two 
opposites in one tree. One plausible interpreta-
tion is that there is often, if not always, no evil 
without some good in it, and no good without 
a dose of evil within.

 But I prefer to interpret the presence of both 
good and evil in the tree as support for my 
contention that the psychological composition 
of good and evil people is complex as both 
are products of mixed motives and contrary 
dispositions.

 Our task is to better understand the differ-
ing components of both the “good” and the 
“evil” within each of us. One approach to this 
task is offered by Rabbi Yakov Loberbaum, 
the nineteenth century Torah scholar known 
for his many Talmudic works such as Netivot 
HaMishpat, who writes in his commentary on 
Chumash, Nachalat Yakov:

There are two types of sinners: a) the one 
who sins because of his uncontrollable per-
sonal passions, and (b) the other who sins to 
defy his Maker even with no personal material 
benefit.

 How eloquently Rabbi Avraham Isaac Kook 
expresses his view of the source of evil in his 
Orot HaTeshuvah (8:4):

What is the reason for the rage evinced by 
evil doers? What is the meaning of their anger 
with the whole world, what is the basis for the 
bitter melancholy that consumes spirit and 
flesh, that poisons life, that is found among 
them?... With clear inner certainty we reply 
to this: All this stems from the source of evil, 
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“from the wicked emanates wickedness.” 
(Samuel I 24:13)

 For Rav Kook, there is evil deep within all 
of us, but our free will can suppress it. “When 
the will refuses to leave evil reposing in the 
depths of the soul, it… disturbs the equitable 
relationship of the soul with all existence.”

 This week, I have focused upon the 
complexities of evil. I deliberately ignored 
Noah, the force for good in this week’s Torah 
portion, Noach. Next week’s Torah portion 
will give me the opportunity to shift gears 
to explore the stark contrast between two 
Biblical representatives of good—Noah and 
Abraham. Please join me again for Parshat 
Lech Lecha as we strive together to suppress 
evil and attain only that which is “good” in 
the eyes of others and in the judgement of 
our Creator. 

David B Marmor, MD
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com
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THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HEBREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

I once had the opportunity to ask the 
Catholic writer Paul Johnson what had 
struck him most about Judaism, during 
the long period he spent researching it 
for his masterly A History of the Jews? He 
replied in roughly these words: “There have 
been, in the course of history, societies that 
emphasised the individual – like the secular 
West today. And there have been others that 
placed weight on the collective – communist 
Russia or China, for example.”

Judaism, he continued, was the most suc-
cessful example he knew of that managed 
the delicate balance between both – giving 
equal weight to individual and collective 
responsibility. Judaism was a religion of 
strong individuals and strong communities. 

This, he said, was very rare and difficult, and 
constituted one of our greatest achievements.

It was a wise and subtle observation. With-
out knowing it, he had in effect paraphrased 
Hillel’s aphorism: “If I am not for myself, 
who will be (individual responsibility)? But 
if I am only for myself, what am I (collective 
responsibility)?” This insight allows us to see 
the argument of Parshat Noach in a way that 
might not have been obvious otherwise.

The Parsha begins and ends with two great 
events, the Flood on the one hand, Babel 
and its tower on the other. On the face of it 
they have nothing in common. The failings 
of the generation of the Flood are explicit. 
“The world was corrupt before God, and 
the land was filled with violence. God saw 
the world, and it was corrupted. All flesh 
had perverted its way on the earth” (Gen. 
6:11-12). Wickedness, violence, corruption, 
perversion: this is the language of systemic 
moral failure.

Babel by contrast seems almost idyllic. 
“The entire earth had one language and a 

Individual and Collective 
Responsibility

Mazel Tov to  
Aubrey & Rut Nehama and family 
on the marriage of their daughter 

Tair to Asher
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common speech” (Gen. 11:1). The builders 
are bent on construction, not destruction. It 
is far from clear what their sin was. Yet from 
the Torah’s point of view Babel represents 
another serious wrong turn, because God 
scatters all the builders, and immediately 
thereafter He summons Abraham to begin 
an entirely new chapter in the religious 
story of humankind. There is no Flood – 
God had, in any case, sworn that He would 
never again punish humanity in such a way 
(“Never again will I curse the soil because 
of man, for the inclination of man’s heart is 
evil from his youth. I will never again strike 
down all life as I have just done” (Gen 8:21)). 
But it is clear that after Babel, God comes to 
the conclusion that there must be another 
and different way for humans to live.

Both the Flood and the Tower of Babel are 
rooted in actual historical events, even if the 
narrative is not couched in the language of 
descriptive history. Mesopotamia had many 
flood myths, all of which testify to the mem-
ory of disastrous inundations, especially on 
the flat lands of the Tigris-Euphrates valley 
(See Commentary of R. David Zvi Hoffman to 
Genesis 6) who suggests that the Flood may 
have been limited to centres of human habi-
tation, rather than covering the whole earth). 
Excavations at Shurrupak, Kish, Uruk and 
Ur – Abraham’s birthplace – reveal evidence 
of clay flood deposits. Likewise the Tower 
of Babel was a historical reality. Herodotus 
tells of the sacred enclosure of Babylon, at 
the centre of which was a ziggurat or tower 
of seven stories, 300 feet high. The remains 
of more than thirty such towers have been 
discovered, mainly in lower Mesopotamia, 
and many references have been found in 
the literature of the time that speak of such 
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towers “reaching heaven”.
However, the stories of the Flood and Babel 

are not merely historical, because the Torah 
is not history but “teaching, instruction.” They 
are there because they represent a profound 
moral-social-political-spiritual truth about the 
human situation as the Torah sees it. They 
represent, respectively, precisely the failures 
intimated by Paul Johnson. The Flood tells us 
what happens to civilization when individuals 
rule and there is no collective. Babel tells us 
what happens when the collective rules and 
individuals are sacrificed to it.

It was Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679), the 
thinker who laid the foundations of mod-
ern politics in his classic Leviathan (1651), 
who – without referring to the Flood – gave 
it its best interpretation. Before there were 
political institutions, said Hobbes, human 
beings were in a “state of nature”. They were 

individuals, packs, bands. Lacking a stable 
ruler, an effective government and enforce-
able laws, people would be in a state of per-
manent and violent chaos – “a war of every 
man against every man” – as they competed 
for scarce resources. There would be “con-
tinual fear, and danger of violent death; and 
the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, 
and short.” Such situations exist today in a 
whole series of failed or failing states. That 
is precisely the Torah’s description of life 
before the Flood. When there is no rule of 
law to constrain individuals, the world is 
filled with violence.

Babel is the opposite, and we now have 
important historical evidence as to exactly 
what was meant by the sentence, “The 
entire land had one language and a com-
mon speech.” This may not refer to primal 
humanity before the division of languages. 
In fact, in the previous chapter the Torah has 
already stated, “From these the maritime peo-
ples spread out into their lands in their clans 
within their nations, each with its own lan-
guage” (Gen. 10:5). The Talmud Yerushalmi, 
Megillah 1:11, 71b, records a dispute between 
R. Eliezer and R. Johanan, one of whom holds 
that the division of humanity into seventy 
languages occurred before the Flood.

The reference seems to be to the imperial 
practice of the neo-Assyrians, of imposing 
their own language on the peoples they con-
quered. One inscription of the time records 
that Ashurbanipal II “made the totality of 
all peoples speak one speech.” A cylinder 
inscription of Sargon II says, “Populations of 
the four quarters of the world with strange 
tongues and incompatible speech . . . whom I 
had taken as booty at the command of Ashur 
my lord by the might of my sceptre, I caused 
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These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

to accept a single voice.” The neo-Assyrians 
asserted their supremacy by insisting that 
their language was the only one to be used 
by the nations and populations they had 
defeated. On this reading, Babel is a critique 
of imperialism.

There is even a hint of this in the parallel-
ism of language between the builders of Babel 
and the Egyptian Pharaoh who enslaved the 
Israelites. In Babel they said, “Come, [hava] 
let us build ourselves a city and a tower . . 
. lest [pen] we be scattered over the face of 
the earth” (Gen. 11:4). In Egypt Pharaoh said, 
“Come, [hava] let us deal wisely with them, 
lest [pen] they increase so much . . .” (Ex. 
1:10). The repeated “Come, let us … lest” is 
too pronounced to be accidental. Babel, like 
Egypt, represents an empire that subjugates 
entire populations, riding roughshod over 
their identities and freedoms.

If this is so, we will have to re-read the 
entire Babel story in a way that makes it 
much more convincing. The sequence is this: 
Genesis 10 describes the division of humanity 
into seventy nations and seventy languages. 
Genesis 11 tells of how one imperial power 
conquered smaller nations and imposed its 
language and culture on them, thus directly 
contravening God’s wish that humans should 
respect the integrity of each nation and each 
individual. When at the end of the Babel story 
God “confuses the language” of the builders, 
He is not creating a new state of affairs. He 
is in fact restoring the old.

Interpreted thus, the story of Babel is a 
critique of the power of the collective when 
it crushes individuality – the individuality 
of the seventy cultures described in Genesis 
10. (A personal note: I had the privilege of 
addressing 2,000 leaders from all the world’s 

faiths at the Millennium Peace Summit in the 
United Nations in August 2000. It turned out 
that there were exactly 70 traditions – each 
with their subdivisions and sects – repre-
sented. So it seems there still are seventy 
basic cultures). When the rule of law is used 
to suppress individuals and their distinctive 
languages and traditions, this too is wrong. 
The miracle of monotheism is that unity in 
Heaven creates diversity on earth, and God 
asks us (with obvious conditions) to respect 
that diversity.

So the Flood and the Tower of Babel, 
though polar opposites, are linked, and the 
entire Parsha of Noach is a brilliant study in 
the human condition. There are individual-
istic cultures and there are collectivist ones, 
and both fail, the former because they lead 
to anarchy and violence, the latter because 
they lead to oppression and tyranny.

So Paul Johnson’s insight turns out to be 
both deep and true. After the two great fail-
ures of the Flood and Babel, Abraham was 
called on to create a new form of social order 
that would give equal honour to the individ-
ual and the collective, personal responsibility 
and the common good. That remains the spe-
cial gift of Jews and Judaism to the world. 

Mazal Tov to  
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

The haftarah that is generally read on 
Shabbat Rosh Chodesh (there are exceptions), 
is a selection taken from the last chapter of 
Sefer Yeshayahu. At first, that would hardly 
seem to be significant, as rarely is the relative 
position of a reading in its source book, of any 
importance. Additionally, familiar closing of 
this haftarah, where the navi promises how, 
in the future, mankind will gather to Yerusha-
layim on each Rosh Chodesh and Shabbat, 
(“midei Chodesh b’Chod’sho umidei Shabbat 
b’Shabbato’) to worship G-d, is a powerful 
enough reason as to why this selection was 
chosen to be read when Rosh Chodesh coin-
cides with Shabbat.

But a more intense study of this perek will 
reveal to us a less obvious message, one of 
hope and comfort, which offers an additional 
reason why our Rabbis chose this prophecy 
to be read on this Shabbat Rosh Chodesh. 

In his book, HaMevaser, HaRav Yigal 
Ariel reveals how this final chapter of Sefer 
Yishayahu forms a fascinating review of the 
many themes found expressed by Yishayahu 
in the previous chapters. Rav Ariel goes on to 
specify quite a number of these ideas that are 
found repeated in verses of this final chapter: 

•	 “Shamayim” and “Aretz” 

The opening of the last nevu’ah 
speaks of “shmayim” as being G-d’s 
throne and “aretz” as His footstool 
while the first nevua’h opens by call-
ing to the “shamayim” and “aretz” to 
witness the sinfulness of Israel.

•	 Rejection of Hypocritical Sacrifices
In the final chapter Hashem’s 

decries those who offer sacrifices while 
mistreating others [“Shochet hashor, 
Makeh ish”] just as He rejects the such 
offerings in the first perek [“Lama li 
rov zivcheichem?”].

•	 A Rebirth of Israel
Once again, the closing perek echoes 

earlier prophecies of the nation’s com-
ing renaissance [“gam yal’da Tziyon et 
baneha”], much as we read in chapter 
49 [“V’amart…mi yalad li et eileh?”]

•	 The Return of the Exiled
In our haftarah, we read the guaran-

tee of the future Ge’ulah – not simply 
the return itself but the promise that 
the other nations would be those 
to bring back the dispersed Jews 
[“V’heivi’u et kol acheichem mikol 
hagoyim”]. This idea is also expressed 
in a previous chapter (before this final 
perek), where we read how the ships 
of Tarshish would bring the exiles back 
[“Oniyot Tarshish…l’havi banayich 
merachok…”].

Rav Ariel includes six other examples 
of ideas found in preceding chapters that 
are repeated in the final perek of Sefer 
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Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https ://www.ouisrae l .org /v ideo- l ibrary

Yishayahu.
And now, we can ask….WHY?
What message is subtly included in this 

closing prophecy that might hold a significant 
lesson for us – one that would have Chazal 
require its reading specifically on Shabbat 
Rosh Chodesh?

I would (hesitatingly) suggest that our 
ancient scholars may have focused upon 
the respective themes of each of these holy 
days and have seen in them complementary 
messages, fitting for the day when they both 
converge. To clarify: the Torah does not obli-
gate one to rejoice, “v’samachta”, on either of 
these days (although we do ask from G-d to 
bring us joy through His salvation, [“v’sam-
chenu”]). Likewise, it does not command 
the fulfillment of a special mitzvah to mark 
the day, as it does for the observance of the 
festivals (i.e. Matzah, Bikkurim, Sukkah, etc.) 

Perhaps, therefore, Chazal saw a unique-
ness in the respective themes of each day - the 
themes of creation and renewal. Shabbat 
calls upon us to recognize the Al-Mighty as He 
Who created the universe; Rosh Chodesh asks 
us to perceive Hashem’s ongoing - never-end-
ing – renewal of His creation by sensing His 
constant involvement in nature.

Our haftarah reaffirms the Yishayahu’s 
earlier promises to underscore the truth that 
what WAS promised IS happening. We may 
not sense it, we may not see it or even believe 
it but this unique confluence of Shabbat with 
Rosh Chodesh stands as a reminder that, like 
creation itself, G-d’s prophetic promises 
were…and still are. 
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חִִית  ְ י־הִִשְׁ� חָָתָָה כִּ�ִ ְ ה נִִשְׁ� רְְא אֱֱלֹקֹים אֶֶת־הָָאָָרֶֶץ וְְהִִנֵּ�ֵ וַַיַּ�ַ
וֹֹּכּ עַַל־הָָאָָרֶֶץ:)בראשית ו:יב( רְְ ר אֶֶת־דַּ�ַ שָׂ�ָ ל־בָּ�ָ כָּ�ָ

And God saw the earth, and behold it had 
become corrupted, for all flesh had corrupted 
its way on the earth. (Bereshit 6:12)

The pasuk cited above seems superfluous. 
It could have ended with the statement that 
God saw the earth was corrupt. What does 
the second clause add: כי השחית כל בשר את 
 ?…that all flesh corrupted its way - דרכו

The Sarei Alafim (Rav Twersky from Chi-
cago) offers a very creative interpretation 
of this pasuk. In Sefer Malachim the month 
of Cheshvan is referred to as ירח בול. It is 
interesting that these letters also represent 
the first, middle and last letters in the Torah 
 What is this .)ב-בראשית, ו-גחון, ל- ישראל(
significance? 

חנוך לנער על פי דרכו
In Mishle (22:6) - we are taught חנוך לנער 

 one should educate a child in - על פי דרכו
accordance with his unique personality and 
talents “דרכו". It is incumbent upon parents 
and teachers to try to bring out the best in 
each child, in accordance with their unique 
personalities so that each child can reach his 
or her full potential. This statement is not only 
applicable to children, but each of us ought 
to look inside ourselves to find our talents 

and the unique manner in which we can 
positively impact those around us. 

The word דרכו in Mishle refers to the man�i
ner in which we utilize these talents. When 
we do not utilize our talents and maximize 
our potential we are משחית דרכו - we destroy 
our potential. This is what the pasuk in our 
Parsha is referencing. כי השחית כל בשר את 
 People used their talents in a .דרכו על הארץ
destructive rather than constructive manner. 
The second phrase is necessary to highlight 
what was so detrimental, the manner in 
which they wasted their talents. 

בו”ל
Getting back to the letters בו”ל – each of 

these letters is a prefix. 
 we are referring – בבית When we say - ב

to something “in” the home. ב – is the first 
letter in the Torah as it is the starting point. 
We first need to look inside ourselves in order 
to identify our דרך – our talents so that we 
can use them properly. 

 .adds to what precedes it – ו The letter – ו
When one refers to בית ושדה – it is adding a 
reference to a field in addition to a house. 
Once one recognizes their talents, they need 
to utilize those talents to reach the ultimate 
goal, by adding their present levels in עבודת 
 It is the middle letter of the Torah to .ה’

Achieving One’s Potential – 
מבול and Avoiding בו”ל
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symbolize that once identifying one’s talents, 
it is a process to get to the end goal of maxi-
mizing and fulfilling one’s potential. 

 – means heading towards ל The letter – ל
 .refers to one heading towards a home לבית
After identifying and working on our talents, 
our derech, we need to stay focused on the 
end goal- to achieve our full potential. 

During the past year our soldiers were 
very focused on their goal. They utilized their 
training and talents to fulfill their mission, 
their shlichut on behalf of Am Yisrael, always 
maintaining their goal of freeing the hostages 
and ensuring a more secure environment 
for our nation. 

The flood is called the מבול. The word 
includes the three prefixes בול but adds a 
fourth, the letter מ. The letter מ- is used to 
describe a separation, something that pulls 
an object away. מהבית – means from the 

home. We must focus on our goal- that is בול. 
When one is distracted from their goal, it is 
destructive, like the מבול. 

May we be able to identify our talents and 
utilize them properly so that we can fulfill 
our potential. Specifically now, following the 
Yamim Noraim, as we enter chodesh Chesh-
van )ירח בול(, we have to avoid being drawn 
away from our goal as the מ symbolizes – 
which could lead to מבול. May we work hard 
at utilizing our talents so that we maximize 
our potential and positively impact all those 
around us. 
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Remarkable 
Roots

Our parashah opens with a description of 
Noach’s righteousness, specifically mention-
ing that he was a tzadik “bedorotav -in his 
generation.” In what has become a famous 
argument, Rashi comments on the Torah’s use 
of this specific characterization. Since Noach 
obviously lived in his generation, there must 
be an additional element to be learned here. 

Looking at the word “bedorotav” as prompt-
ing a comparative, some commentators explain 
that it highlights Noach’s greatness; he was 
able to live righteously in a morally depraved 
society, had he lived in a generation of upright, 
ethical people, he would have been greater still. 
Other commentators, however, look at Noach 
through a more critical lens and explain that 
his righteousness was relative to those in his 
generation, had he lived in a generation like 
Avraham Avinu’s, he would not have been con-
sidered a tzadik at all. Yet the Torah explicitly 
describes Noach as a tzadik, why the need to 
minimize his greatness with this interpretation?

Rav Schwab zt”l in Maayan Beit Hasho’eva 
offers a powerful insight. He maintains that evil 
cannot emerge from a source of total goodness. 
Hence, although we see that great people like 
the Avot hakedoshim, and Moshe Rabbeinu 
came from Noach, we also see that his progeny 
included terribly wicked people as well, such 

as Nevuchadnezzar, Haman, and Titus. This 
indicates that Noach must have possessed some 
trait rooted in negativity. As such, Chazal con-
sider Noach with a positive as well as a more 
critical perspective. Clearly the lesson here is 
that how we develop our character will impact 
our future generations. 

The Saba of Slabodka zt”l however, explains 
both views as speaking of Noach’s greatness. 
What is being debated here is what prompted his 
greatness. The first, more positive view asserts 
that Noach was motivated by an inner desire 
for greatness. The second, less complementary 
view highlights that Noach chose to reject the 
decadent lifestyle that surrounded him; thus, his 
righteousness was influenced by external forces. 

The Tosher Rebbe zt”l finds this alluded to in 
the beginning of the verse. “Eleh toldot Noach, 
Noach ish tzadik - these are the chronicles (lit. 
“generations”) of Noach, Noach was a righteous 
man.” Noach, he explains, “birthed” himself, he 
created his own chronicles, i.e., he introduced 
the concept of being a righteous person in his 
generation. Noach’s greatness was that he was 
able to develop nobility of character without a 
teacher, mentor or the influence of greatness. 

What a tremendous lesson for us coming on 
the heels of the Yom Tov season! As there are no 
holidays in the month of Marcheshvan, we each 
have a personal responsibility to commit our-
selves to strengthen our avodat Hashem. When 
we take the initiative to grow and develop our 
spirituality, we will blessed from Above with 
siyata dishmaya, Divine assistance to succeed 
in our endeavors. 
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succah terrace, 40 sqm storage, parking

Splendid new apartment Talbieh- 190 sqm, large 
succah terrace facing beautiful views, hotel facilities

Deborah Touitou +972(0)54-480-4767
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
ELISHEVALAKSLCSW@GMAIL.COM

PHONE: 054-550-7515

Mental Health therapy for Olim, Gap Year 
Students, and Young Professionals

Schedule your free consultation to find 
out how best to address your unique 
challenges living as an anglo in Israel.

ELISHEVA LAKS, LCSW
LICENSED CLINICAL THERAPIST
- EVIDENCE BASED PRACTICE
- GOAL ORIENTED SUPPORTIVE THERAPY
- AVAILABLE FOR IN-PERSON AND 
TELEHEALTH SESSIONS
- ACCESSIBLE JERUSALEM BASED 
PRACTICE CLOSE TO EMEK REFAIM
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Tzitzit tying at the OU Israel Center  
with Ruti - no experience needed

Mondays at 1:30pm  
and Wednesdays at 12:00pm

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Resumes
Oct 15th12:30-1:15pm

SHIUR SPONSORS
TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT 

Chana Spivack - 050-229-4951 or donate online: 
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR  
Sponsored for this academic year by the Frist family  

in memory of their beloved daughter and sister  
Elisheva Frist a”h – אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ע”ה

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN’S SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2024-2025 academic year by the  

Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families  
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z”l

  מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז”ל 
וצביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל ע”ה

Wills • Probate • Pre & Post-Nuptial Agreements  
Guardianship • Durable Power of Attorney  

(Financial/Health/Personal Decisions)

tirtzaj@gmail.com • 052-509-3356 • 02-625-6475
(845) 425-8871 • (845) 694-7645

HALACHIC ESTATE PLANNING
TIRTZA JOTKOWITZ, ESQ.

FOLDING 
CHAIRS
• STYLE & COMFORT 
• MANY COLORS & DESIGNS 
• FAST DELIVERY

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

 WWW.FOLDEES.CO.IL  |        058-707-8181  
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path 

of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)
RABBI JUDAH
MischelEXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH: ALONG THE PATH OF TESHUVA (MOSAICA 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

Noach: Build!
Reb Avraham Mordechai Alter, the ‘Imrei 

Emes’ of Gur, zy’a, transplanted seeds of the 
nearly decimated Chasidic community of his 
father (the Sefas Emes), and his grandfather 
(the Chidushei haRim), in Eretz Yisrael. Hav-
ing survived the war, the Imrei Emes escaped 
Poland and arrived in Yerushalayim in 1940. 
Three of his sons survived and ultimately suc-
ceeded the Imrei Emes as Gerrer Rebbes, while 
most of the rest of his family was murdered in 
the Shoah.

Reb Noach Yoskovitz, a grandson of the Imrei 
Emes, himself suffered and survived five years 
of the terrors of Bergen-Belsen and Auschwitz. 
However, he found himself ensconced in the 
Santa Maria al Bagno ‘displaced persons’ camp 
in Southern Italy, where cruel and immoral 
British policies effectively barred Jewish 
immigration to Eretz Yisrael. Israel’s national 
Holocaust archives include an emotional letter 
from Noach and a group of friends, pleading 
with authorities for permission to make aliyah 
— so that they could “serve Hashem with peace 
of mind and taste the holy air of the Land of 
Israel.” Following a massive hunger strike, cou-
pled by diplomatic interventions and daring 

‘illegal’ operations with siyata d’shmaya, Reb 
Noach and many other Jews were eventually 
successful in ascending to the Holy Land. 

Arriving in Yerushalayim in 1946, Reb Noach 
had an emotional reunion with his grandfather. 
As for many survivors, the burden of heavy 
emotions, survivors guilt and trauma, made 
it difficult for Reb Noach to contemplate how 
to move forward. Seeing this, his zeideh asked 
him softly, ‘Why do you think the Ribbono shel 
Olam spared Noach? Why did he survive the 
destruction?”

Locking eyes with his beloved grandson he 
then cried out, “Va-yisha’er ach Noach! Only 
Noach was left!, Va-yisha’er ach Noach! Only 
Noach was left!” With a tear in his eye, he 
continued: “Consider, meyn kynd, how much 
has been washed away, how much we have 
lost! …How much you have lost! Years of your 
life, opportunities, time… You must now run 
to the beis medrash and begin again! Rebuild 
yourself, rebuild Torah, rebuild Yiddishkeit….
Vayisha’er ach Noach! Only Noach, only Noach, 
only Noach was left! You survived to build, meyn 
kynd, build, you are to rebuild the world!”

הָָאֲֲדָָמָָה מֵֵאָָדָָם  נֵֵי  ְ ר עַַל־פְּ� ֶ ל־הַַיְְקּוּם אֲֲשֶׁ� מַַח אֶֶת־ּכּ וַַיִּ�ִ
חּוּ מִִן־הָָאָָרֶֶץ  מָּ�ָ מַַיִִם וַַיִּ�ִ ָ � הֵֵמָָה עַַד־רֶֶמֶֶׂשׂ וְְעַַד־עוֹֹף הַַשָּׁ� עַַד־בְּ�ְ

בָָה׃  תֵּ�ֵ וֹֹּתּ בַּ�ַ ר אִִ ֶ אֶֶר אַַךְְ־נֹחַַֹ וַַאֲֲשֶׁ� ָ � שָּׁ� וַַיִּ�ִ
“All existence on earth was blotted out - 

humans, cattle, creeping things, and birds of 
the sky; they were blotted out from the earth. 
Only Noach was left, and those with him in 
the ark.” (7:23)
וֹֹּבּת אֶֶת־הָָאַַהֲֲבָָה נְְּוּהָָרוֹֹת לֹאֹ  ים לֹאֹ יכְְּוּלּוּ לְְכַַ מַַיִִם רַַבִּ�ִ

Mazal Tov to  
Harriet Leibowitz and family on 

the birth of a great grandson
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טְְפהָָּוּ ְ יִִשְׁ�
“Many waters are unable to extinguish the 

love, and rivers cannot drown it.”
(Shir haShirim, 8:7)
Rashi brings a precious pshat from the 

Medrash Rabbah. The “many waters” are the 
nations of the world, while “rivers” refers to 
their ministers and kings. But these can never 
extinguish the love between the Ribbono 
Shel Olam and His nation, nor drown it, “not 
through force nor eimah, ‘terror’, nor through 
enticement and seduction.” The love between 
Hashem and the Jewish People is absolute and 
eternal.

מָָיִִם ָ � חַַת הַַשָּׁ� לֹ זְְמָָן וְְעֵֵת לְְכָָל־חֵֵפֶֶץ תַּ�ַ  Everything“ ,לַַכֹּ�
has an appointed season, and there is a time for 
every matter under the Heaven” (Koheles, 3:1). 
This Shabbos marks Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan, 
and in many communities and yeshivos, it is 
the beginning of choref zeman, the ‘winter’ or 
primary session. However, for countless sol-
diers who are bnei Torah, hesder and mechinah 
students and kollel avreichim — along with their 
valiant wives, families and relatives — there 
is no beginning or end of a ‘zman’, but rather 
a continuous עת מלחמה, “time of war”. How 
many chayalim are already in their second or 
third sevev miluim or round of reserve duty; 
how many have been away from home for 
months on end, answering the call to protect 
and serve, and rebuild our world. 

I recently spoke with the young wife of a 
soldier returning to the front for another tour 
of reserve duty, while she cared for their infant 
alone. “Of course it is hard,” she admitted, “but 
what choice do we have? This is our mitzvah 
and our zechut….” 

How many similar young families are cry-
ing out, ‘If not us, then who?’ Their selfless 

dedication to others, their achrayus, responsi-
bility for Am Yisrael, is the highest expression 
of Torah ideals. For, facing the darkest of voids, 
they teach us the meaning of Va-yisha’er ach 
Noach, “Only Noach was left!” They demon-
strate to each and every one of us that we, too, 
are charged with the obligation and achrayus 
to protect and rebuild. 

Through this path of sacrifice we are building 
an everlasting structure, a vessel to contain 
Hashem’s promise of Redemption and a time 
of peace. Yet, as the eis milchamah continues to 
unfold and battles rage in our North and South, 
the most selfless of our community and nation 
are literally building our future, the future of 
the existence of the Jewish People in our Holy 
Land. May Hashem protect them, and may they, 
and all of us, see the fruits of these holy labors, 
the ultimate and complete binyan of Artzeinu 
haKodesha. 

**FOR RENT! RECHAVIA 9
BEDROOMS 4 LEVELS HOUSE.
Experience luxury in Rechavia with this
exquisite 400 m² house featuring 9
bedrooms, 7 bathrooms, and a private
rooftop with an open pool. Enjoy
seamless access with private elevator
and a state-of-the-art kitchen equipped
for a chef. 
Elegant interiors and top-of-the-line
furnishings make this home move-in
ready. Additional perks include
underground parking for two cars and a
storage room. 
Rent for $20,000/month with a
minimum one-year lease. Contact us for
a private video tour.

Ruth Abrahami - 054-8070677 02-5638221
 www.zimuki.com
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

simchat shmuel

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
PROGRAM DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL CENTER

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

There is a fascinating teaching in the 
Zohar HaChadash that offers an interest-
ing take on the narrative of Noach.Upon 
emerging from the teiva and witnessing 
the destruction in the world following the 
flood, Noach began to weep, and then called 
out to Hashem- questioning how could it 
be that the world was decimated. Hashem, 
according to this teaching, answers Noach, 
calling him a foolish servant- I told you that 
you were righteous before me, and that the 
world was destined for destruction, and 
you did nothing! You had the capacity to 
daven and intercede, and you did nothing 
to convince me that the world was worth 
protecting! 

The Beit Yaakov of Ishbitz zy’a, similarly 
points out that there is a familiar pasuk in 
Yeshaya which refers to the flood as the Mei 
Noach- the waters of Noach. The Rebbe 
explains, since Noach did not advocate for 
the salvation of others before the flood, the 
flood’s destruction is subsequently referred 
to as the waters of Noach,.

The great Chasidic Master Reb Levi 
Yitzchak of Berditchev, zy’a points out 
something interesting in this teaching. In not 
advocating at all, by not making any effort 
whatsoever to show concern for others, 
Noach was not simply selling others short, 
but rather was selling himself short! Noach 
simply did not understand or believe that 
he, as a righteous person, had the ability to 
both advocate for or influence others! He 
simply didn’t understand that he, like each 

of us, can indeed make a difference-that we 
are all given the gift of koach hatefila, the 
power of tefila to transform ourselves, and 
transform the world!

Reb Levi Yitzchak teaches us so power-
fully that each of us should reflect on this 
important lesson, that we should appreciate 
the capacity each of us has been endowed 
with, that our actions and tefilot do have 
the ability to impact others, and to lift up 
the entire world.

This idea is reflected in a powerful short 
teaching from RebTzadok HaKohen MiLu-
blin zy’a, in his work Tzidkat HaTzadik, Reb 
Tzadok taught: 

K’sheim She’Adam Tzarich L’Haamin 
B’Hashem Yitbarach, kach tzarich achar 
kach l’haamin b’atzmo-Just as a person must 
believe and be faithful to Hashem, so too one 
must believe and have faith in oneself!

Hashem bestows each of us with incredible 
capabilities- each of us must look inward 
with confidence and ask ourselves- how can 
I contribute to making the world a better 
place? 

May each of us take to heart these three 
meaningful insights, and B’Ezrat Hashem, 
may we merit both to channel those inner 
strengths, and collectively bring about a 
transformation of the entire world. 

Mazal Tov to  
Gershon Markowitz and family 

on the birth of a grandson
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BAKA, JERUSALEM
Duplex penthouse | 195 sqm | 5 rooms

1st floor, Private parking, Sukkah balcony
connected to the living room

FOR 
SALE

₪  9,200,000   |   Tehila: 050-420-5333

www.noamhomes.com

+972-52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM
Stunning penthouse | 120 sqm | 5 rooms

2nd floor, 3 units (studio + 2x 2-room apartments) 
with Sukkah balconies and panoramic views.

FOR 
SALE

₪  4,950,000   |   Tehila: 050-420-5333

RIMON, EFRAT

Corner townhouse with a spacious
interior, rental unit, and 2 private gardens.

.₪ 6,350,000   |   Noa: 052-870-2387

8 Bedrooms | 282 sqm | 4.5 BathroomsFOR 
SALE

TAMAR, EFRAT
4 rooms | 99 sqm | 2 Bathrooms

Beautiful apartment, 60 sqm attic expansion.
 2 Sukkah balconies, Private parking 

FOR 
SALE

₪ 2,850,000   |   Noa: 052-870-2387

NETANYA , LUXURY PROJECTS
Luxury residential towers, 5-room apartments 
sea views, spacious balconies,  pool and gym.FOR 

SALE From ₪ 5,500,000    |   Noa: 052-870-2387

Thank you to all the generous 
donors who helped make the 

Chagim meaningful for so many!

WANTED! VOLUNTEERS!
As our urgent activities increase, 

so do we need your help with:  
* Website Management *

* Fundraising * 
* Public Relations *  

* Mentoring ‘Clients’ *
For more details: Menachem Persoff
menpmp@gmail.com  050-570-1067

YESH EZRA:  
“Always There for Those 

Needing Assistance”  
WWW.YESHEZRA.ORG
Director: Menachem Persoff

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
For Sale: Great New Building under 
construction in Talpiot: 3-5 rooms.  
Starting at 2.47m NIS.
For rent on Derech Chevron by the First 
Station: 3 rooms, 60m, ground floor, garden, 
high ceilings, quiet, 6270NIS/month.
For Rent in Katamon: 30m studio on  
Bustani street, ground floor, small garden,  
for independent people over 55, 3500NIS/
month incl va'ad, hot water and heat.

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100
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@crossroadsjerusalem crossroadsjerusalem.org Yaffo 34, Jerusalem

050-468-5463If you are in a crisis, call our 24/7 HOTLINE

+972 02-624-6265CALL US: +972 050-868-9207

Fully Subsidized Therapy 
for Teens and Young Adults
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IL: 972.52.682.9367
info@keteradvisors.com  

USA: 786.385.8859
www.keteradvisors.com

IZZY LEIZEROWITZ
Broker / Owner

YOU WANT TO BUY IN ISRAEL 
& WE HAVE AFFORDABLE PROPERTIES  

How To Buy
Webinar

     NETANYA
Ir Yamim -
New - 4 Bedrooms From 6.05M NIS
with Sauna, Pool, Gym, Pool, Shul
Resale - 4 Bedrooms From 4.4M NIS
with Gym, pool, Social Room

Mid Netanya -
New - 4 Bedrooms From 3.9M NIS
with Gym, Social Room, 

North Netanya - 
New - 4 Bedrooms From 3.05M NIS
with Sukkah Balcony 

Renovated - 3 Bedrooms 3.4M NIS

with closed sea view balcony & is a 
completely new apartment - must see

New - 3 Bedrooms 3.42M NIS

with sea views, Amazing Location

     BAT YAM
New Project
Garden Apartment 
2 Bedrooms - 3.2 M NIS

Penthouse w/Pool
200 square meter apartment - 7.7M NIS

2 Bedrooms Starting From 2.62M NIS

3 Bedrooms Starting From 3.02M NIS

RBS - RAMAT SHILOH

Duplex 3 floors - Private parking for 1 car
Main apartment is 7 rooms, Bottom floor is
possible for 2 yichdot with potential income
of @ 8000n a month  @340 sqm 

Asking 6M NIS

    JERUSALEM
RAMOT
Large Home in Ramot 06. 
530sqm on a 625 sqm lot.
3 floors. Plus an unobstructed view of Kever
Shmuel

CALL!

TALPIOT / ARNONA

New - Large Garden Apartments - 
Starting From  5.02M NIS

New - Penthouse - Starting From 6.25M NIS

New  - 2 Bedrooms - Starting From 2.55M NIS

New - 3 Bedrooms - Starting From  3.58M NIS

RABBI IMMANUEL BERNSTEIN 
ZOOM PARSHA SHIUR 

https://zoom.us/j/2135007524
Every Monday Evening at 8pm 

Discover a New Dimension  
in the Weekly Parsha!

ALL WELCOME!
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GEULAS YISRAEL

BY RABBI MOSHE 
TARAGIN

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
RAM, YESHIVAT HAR ETZION

The Torah vividly details the receding 
waters of the flood, capturing the intense 
drama and anticipation experienced by 
Noach and the others aboard the teivah. 
Trapped in the dark and mildewy confines 
of the ark for a full year, they endured a 
stifling and claustrophobic existence. Each 
drop in the water level, every glimpse of a 
mountain peak emerging from beneath the 
waters, fueled their longing and dreams of 
eventual freedom and release.

As the time for disembarkation 
approached, Noach dispatched two birds, 
presumably to search for dry land. The Torah 
devotes considerable attention to the details 
of these missions, suggesting that they were 
not merely practical efforts to locate land.

Discovery of dry land at a distance of the 
birds’ flight range would have offered little 
practical benefit. Only land close enough to 
the teivah would facilitate their exit, and any 
nearby dry land could likely have been spot-
ted from the ark itself. Thus, these avian mis-
sions of the dove and the raven were more 
symbolic than logistical, representing deeper 
themes beyond any apparent practicality.

Chazal elaborate the symbolic significance 
of these bird missions, especially the flight of 
the raven: the raven was not sent to search 

for dry land, as the dove was. Instead, Noach 
expelled the raven from the ark’s sanctuary, 
casting it out from the circle of creatures 
destined to rebuild a shattered world. Unlike 
the dove, which was dispatched on a hopeful 
mission to seek signs of renewal, the raven 
was merely “sent out,” wandering aimlessly 
with no clear purpose or destination: 

וישלח את העורב 
Noach didn’t assign the raven with locat-

ing dry land but ejected it from the teivah. 
Further evidence that the raven had become 
an “animal non grata” lies in the Torah’s 
description of its sad and pitiable circling 
around the teivah:
יבשת  עד  ושוב  יצוא  ויצא  העורב  את  וישלח 

המים מעל הארץ
Tragically, the raven ceaselessly sought to 

return to the teivah, its desperate attempts 
to reenter met with rejection. It circled and 
hovered, longing for the refuge it had lost, yet 
found no welcome, only the relentless void of 
the open skies. Its struggle continued in vain, 
until the day when dry land finally emerged.

Although Noach initially expelled the raven, 
he was instructed by Hashem to reintroduce 
it into his new society. The raven would, one 
day play a pivotal role in Jewish history. 
When Eliyahu Hanavi was on the run for his 

Noach: Post October 7th 
Improvements
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CARRION BIRDS 
Secondly, (as the Radak and others allude 

to) Noach feared that the raven, as a scaven-
ger, might consume the flesh of those who 
perished in the flood. Evidently, the bodies 
were not entirely dissolved by the waters, and 
the scavenging ravens could have fed on the 
remains. Noach did not want the new world 
to be polluted by the presence of human 
flesh. The previous society had descended 
into moral chaos, and the new world was 
meant to embody dignity and human nobility. 
The sight of scattered human remains would 
have compromised the sanctity and purity of 
the society Noach sought to create. Ironically, 
Noach himself fell short of these aspirations 
when he became drunk and exposed him-
self, thereby undermining the dignity he 
intended to safeguard and the noble world 
he envisioned.

life from Achav, he sequestered himself in a 
desert cave. In this moment of need, he was 
sustained by a group of ravens that brought 
him food and water, illustrating the complex 
and unexpected role the raven would play 
in Jewish history.

What flaws did Noach perceive in the 
raven, leading him to disqualify it from the 
ark’s community and deem it unfit for shap-
ing a renewed world?

There were three moral defects about the 
raven which troubled Noach. These traits are 
not merely instinctual animal responses or 
behaviors; they reflect deeper characteristics 
that posed a threat to the new world that 
Noach sought to establish. Ravens are among 
the most intelligent creatures in the animal 
kingdom, and the qualities Noach observed 
were toxic to a society in need of renewal.
CRUELTY 

Firstly, as the midrash asserts, Noach was 
troubled by the raven’s lack of care for its 
offspring (Midrash Ha’Ne’elam). Although 
modern science indicates that ravens do, in 
fact, nurture their young, cuckoos, a related 
species notoriously neglects its chicks, and 
it was probably this species which Chazal 
were critiquing. Presumably the Hebrew 
term עורב/“oreiv” refers to both ravens and 
the similar looking cuckoos. 

Furthermore, as a scavenger that feeds 
on carcasses, the oreiv or raven is associated 
with lack of compassion and mercy, qualities 
which threaten a new society which should 
be founded upon kindness and empathy. 
Finally, the raven’s black plumage, shared by 
the cuckoo, further symbolizes harshness and 
violence, in contrast to the compassion and gen-
tleness that Noach envisioned as the foundation 
for a renewed and radiant new world.

    

 
 

JERUSALEM SALES    

 
TALBIEH - Private Land: 
TAMA 38: 4 Rms, 128 sqm (incl. MB en suite),  
balcony, Shabbat elevator, Old City view! 
Occupancy: February 2026.  
Price: NIS 65,000 per sqm. 
RECHAVIA  
*Duplex! 5 bdrms, 25 sqm kitchen, succah, 
  shabbat elevator, 2 parking, storage.  
NACHLAOT / CITY CENTER 
*2 rms, priv. entr. storage room, NIS 2,190,000 
*2 One bedroom apartments, renovated, purchase   
together or separate, shabbos elevator, view!  
OLD KATAMON 
160 sqm 4 bdrms, garden, storage, parking 
Price NIS 8,900,000. 

HAR NOF 
Centrally Located– 10 room duplex with 400 sqm 
garden (room for a pool), excellent condition  

Eiferman Properties Ltd. 
www.eifermanrealty.com  

FOR MANY MORE PROPERTIES:  
02-651-4030 



58 TORAH TIDBITS 1585 / NOACH

INSENSITIVITY TO SUFFERING 
The third issue was the raven’s behavior 

during the year-long stay in the teivah. While 
the world outside was engulfed in suffering 
and death of the entire human race, Noach 
and his family took a solemn oath of celi-
bacy, refraining from marital relations out 
of respect for the tragic circumstances. This 
code of abstinence was also observed by 
the animals in the ark. However, the ravens 
violated this moral restraint and continued 
to mate, displaying a troubling insensitivity 
to the surrounding devastation. Disturbed by 
this lack of empathy, Noach sought to expel 
the raven from the teivah, deeming it unfit 
for the new world he hoped to build.

Noach understood that he and his family 
had endured an apocalypse that irrevocably 
transformed their reality. As his exit from the 
teivah nears, Noach ponders the failures of 
the past and commits to building a better soci-
ety founded on noble principles, aligning with 
divine expectations of humanity. He could 
not permit the raven to join this community, 
as its characteristics—lack of compassion, 
disregard for human remains, and insensi-
tivity to the suffering of others—rendered it, 
in his eyes, unfit for the task of rebuilding a 
new world. Noach’s vision required a society 
imbued with dignity and empathy, values he 
believed the raven fundamentally lacked.
OUR NEW WORLD 

This past year, we have also endured a 
life-changing event. Nothing feels the same 
after October 7th. We will inevitably parti-
tion our lives and Jewish experiences into 
pre-October 7th and post-October 7th. As 
we slowly attempt to rise from this tragedy 
and achieve victory in the ongoing conflict, 
we find ourselves asking what changes to 

our lifestyles and behavior does this event 
demand of us. It should be obvious that we 
cannot go on as if nothing happened. 

Too many lives were lost, and while we 
may not have answers to the larger questions, 
such as why God allowed this to occur, we 
must respond in part by improving our 
personal behavior and building a better 
nation. This commitment to positive change is 
essential as we honor the memories of those 
we’ve lost and work towards a future rooted 
in compassion and understanding. 

As we work to build a post-October 7th soci-
ety and community, it is essential to reflect 
on these potential transformations. Noach’s 
list—specifically, the traits of the raven that he 
found antithetical to his new society—provides 
a valuable starting point. By emulating the 
qualities Noach prioritized, namely compas-
sion, respect for human dignity, and public 
sensitivity in the wake of collective trauma, we 
may also forge a better society. This past year 
we have encountered too many “ravens” and 
must work toward a society without its defects. 

We have witnessed—and continue to wit-
ness—violent brutality and cruelty. Our ene-
mies are homicidal maniacs with complete dis-
regard for life, valuing neither our existence nor 
their own people’s welfare. To overcome their 
violence, we should look inward to enhance 
our own compassion and selflessness and 
embody values which counter their darkness. 
By fostering empathy and kindness within our 
community, we can build resilience against the 
hatred and violence that threaten us.

Secondly, this past year, and especially on 
October 7th, we suffered the horrific defile-
ment of human dignity through the crimes 
committed against both the living and the 
dead. By desecrating human remains and 
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OU Press is honored to partner 
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the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch 
Hahastara). This remarkable book is 
also available in English, “Dark Clouds 
Above, Faith Below”
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“Reclaiming Redemption Deciphering 
the Maze of Jewish History (Mosaica)” 
is now available at: 
www.reclaimingredemption.com 
and in bookstores.

preventing their burial, our enemies violated 
the sanctity of life, which is expressed in both 
our souls and our physical bodies. 

Thank God, as a people, we conveyed a differ-
ent message in how we handled the remains of 
the victims of that terrible pogrom. However, 
in a broader sense, we must work harder to 
protect the dignity of all human life and uphold 
the inherent worth of every individual created 
in the image of God. By honoring the nobility 
of others, we can begin to offset the terrible 
defilement of October 7th and reaffirm the 
sanctity of life amidst the darkness. 

And finally, we must continue to be sensi-
tive to the suffering around us. The period of 
the chagim challenged us to generate happi-
ness and joy while remaining acutely aware 
of the suffering of so many Jews. Our debt to 
Jewish history and to those directly affected 
by this tragedy is to keep their suffering in 
our minds and hearts, even as we strive to 
conduct our normal routines. By bearing 
their pain within us, we honor their strug-
gle and preserve their memory amidst our 
shared suffering. In carrying their anguish, 
we weave it into the fabric of our collective 
experience, ensuring that their voice is not 
lost and that their hearts do not weep alone. 
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The World 
of Rav Kook: 
Loving More
Shamai’s dictum,“Greet everyone cheer-

fully” (Avot 1:15) suggests more than merely 
putting on a mandatory smile when greeting 
others. The Rambam (Peirush HaMishna 
L’HaRambam) comments on Shamai’s 
statement that one should interact with 
others b’razton u’veneimut (kindness and 
gentleness). We must extend an authentic 
warmth to others.

On the one hand, it does not sound terribly 
difficult to show honor to those around us. 
However, the mishna’s statement emphasizes 
that everyone (et kol haadam) is deserving 
of this sentiment. We must always interact 
with others with gentleness and compassion.

There are various reasons why we may 
find it difficult to “greet everyone cheerfully.” 
When we encounter people who are different 
from us we may instinctively distance our-
selves from such individuals. Even worse, we 
may begrudge them and show them disdain.

How do we rectify being unduly condemna-
tory of others? This was a topic which was of 
major concern for Rav Kook. Throughout his 
writings he addresses the dangers of divisive-
ness and on occasion offered concrete sugges-
tions on how to be more tolerant and loving.

Here are some of Rav Kook’s recommendations:
A) Every Person Their Own Path: We often 

mistakenly assume that everyone should fol-
low the identical path. Rav Kook reminds us 
of the notion that people are different from 
one another. Every person finds fulfillment 
and closeness to the Creator in their own 
way. Therefore we must value and honor 
our fellow Jew, even if he/she has adopted a 
different pathway in life. (Pinkasei HaRa’ya 
Vol. 1, pinkus 4, 49, quoted in Nelcha HaRo’eh 
on Pirkei Avot p. 37)

B) A Path That Would Be Harmful: An indi-
vidual chooses a track in life. That life choice 
often comes with deep deliberation. A person 
is convinced that this religious path is true 
and noble. One may therefore feel a sense of 
frustration when seeing a friend or colleague 
who does not adopt an identical lifestyle. Rav 
Kook reminds us that what may be a healthy 
and useful pathway for one person could be 
detrimental to another. (Ibid.)

A simple example may help clarify this 
point: A particular person is committed to 
waking up early and learning Torah each 
morning prior to his prayers. Each night he 
also dedicates another hour to Torah study. 
This individual finds it frustrating when he 
takes note of his friend who is less devoted 
to Torah study. However, it may be that the 
intensity of this kind of schedule for his friend 
would have an adverse effect on him. This 
regiment may not be suited to the psycho-
logical makeup or personality of his friend.

C) God’s Master Plan: Rav Kook suggested 
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that we learn to appreciate that God has 
created a world in such a way so that each 
individual performs a needed task in fulfilling 
a grand vision for mankind. Multiple person-
alities, talents, skills sets are required in order 
for the people of Israel, and mankind as a 
whole, to achieve its intended design. It would 
be untenable for the world to be filled with 
people all possessing the same talents and 
traits. (Ain Aya, Berachot Chapter 9, 276, cited 
in Nelcha Ad HaRoeh on Pirkei Avot, p. 38).

When we keep in mind that God has struc-
tured the word in such a way, we are instantly 
less judgmental of others.

D) Noting Our Own Imperfections: A person 
who is exceedingly certain that his track in 
life is perfect will be quick to find fault with 
others who have chosen a different one. Rav 
Kook submits that we humbly take note of 
our own imperfections and deficiencies. Thus 
we will be less likely to judge others harshly. 
A person who places the bulk of their effort 
towards self improvement will be left with 
little time or energy to be critical of others. 
(Ain Aya Berachot, chapter 9, 63, cited in Nel-
cha Ad HaRoeh on Pirkei Avot, p. 42)

E) Hidden Potential: Rav Kook was a mystic. 
The Kabbalah is also known by the phrase: 
penimiut HaTorah (the inner dimension of 
Torah). This expression actually articulates 
one of the Kabbalah’s foundational teachings. 
Namely, that there exists a deeper level which 
often goes unnoticed.

Although it is natural to see things as they 
appear, often there is more than meets the eye. 
This is true regarding people as well. When 
interacting with people we often make quick 
assessments by judging their words and visible 
actions. But is this truthfully the whole picture?

The Kabbalah teaches that there are hidden 

dimensions of the human personality. These 
inner dimensions may be even more dynamic 
than the parts that are more evident. In this 
respect Rav Kook maintained that when we 
evaluate others we must look to the hidden 
core of our fellow Jew. Invariably, there is to 
be found noble qualities.

In a touching passage we find Rav Kook 
exhorting himself be more mindful of this 
perspective:

“How much I need to toil, to work on clarifying 
my inner perspective regarding the essential 
content of the Israelites personality, which truly 
is not to be evaluated by its deeds, the revealed 
aspect if its lifeways - but by the firm inwardness 
which is the inheritance of Jacob - the holy and 
exalted…” (Hadarav, Naor, Koren, p. 181)

Rav Kook reminds himself to judge his 
fellow Jew based on the holy soul and noble 
spiritual essence found in every member of 
Klal Yisrael.

F) Endless Love: Rav Kook suggested that 
there is an underlying theme which is most 
vital in our quest to love others. A Jew must 
develop a personality which is brimming 
with warmth and tenderness. It should be 
a natural outgrowth of our humanity and 
our distinctive Jewish sensibilities. Rav Kook 
expresses his profound love for the people of 
Israel with the following delightful descrip-
tion: “My beloved brothers, if only I had arms 
the size of the world, so that I could hug all of 
you with love” (Igrot HaRe’iyah 2, p. 229, cited 
in Spiritual Revolution of Rav Kook, p. 201). 

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
Aarong@ouisrael.org  at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.
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Orit 050-3362306 
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From the Virtual Desk of the

OU VEBBE REBBE
Rav Daniel Mann

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
RAV DANIEL MANN

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Question: In America, I remember that 
the shuls made Kiddush on Friday night and 
Havdala. In Israel, this is not standard. What 
is behind the different minhagim? Are Kid-
dush and Havdala dependent on each other 
in this matter?

Answer: Kiddush and Havdala have sim-
ilarities in this regard, but also differences. 

Kiddush in shul is presented as a given in 
the gemara (Pesachim 101a), the purpose 
being to facilitate the mitzvah of Kiddush 
for visitors who eat in shul. Havdala in shul 
is not mentioned in the gemara, but the Tur 
(Orach Chayim 295) and Shulchan Aruch 
(ibid. 1) mandate it to be motzi those who 
do not have wine at home. Havdala in shul 
has precedent centuries earlier, as we see in 
the Mi Sheberach after Yekum Purkan, where 
we bless those who “give [the congregation] 
wine for Kiddush and Havdala.”

Kiddush and Havdala in shul share the 
general question of whether to suspend 
ritual practices whose original justification 

are barely relevant in our days. After all, it 
is rare to have a visitor eat in shul, and it is 
rare for people to not have wine at home. 

The main attack on the old minhag on those 
grounds is found only regarding Kiddush 
(see Tur and Shulchan Aruch, OC 269:1). 
The Tur attacks, on fundamental grounds, 
the continued practice of Kiddush when 
there are no guests, but seems resigned to 
it in practice. He mentions (and rejects) Rav 
Natrunai’s explanation that we continue the 
practice because the wine of this Kiddush 
is therapeutic for an eye malady and not 
everyone has wine at home. The Shulchan 
Aruch brings two opinions as to whether to 
continue the minhag without good reason. 
He prefers discontinuing it and says that 
the minhag in Eretz Yisrael is not to do it. 
(Nusach) Ashkenazi minhag has been to do 
Kiddush in shul (Mishna Berura 269:4), per-
haps powered by the Magen Avraham’s (69:3) 
approval. Regarding minhag Eretz Yisrael, 
Rav Frank (Har Tzvi, OC I, 153) said that in 
Yerushalayim, Kiddush should not be made in 
shul, but elsewhere in Israel both minhagim 
are acceptable (see also Dirshu 269:11) 

In contrast, regarding Havdala, the Tur and 
Shulchan Aruch (OC 295:1) take it as a given. 
While one can argue that it is more common 
for people to lack wine than for shuls to have 
eating guests, the main difference is some-
thing else. Friday night Kiddush contains 

Kiddush and Havdala in Shul

Mazel Tov to  
Paul & Hayley Weinberg and  
family on the Bar Mitzvah of  

their son, Daniel
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berachot which if no one is having a meal at 
the place will be l’vatala (see Tur, OC 269). 
In contrast, because Havdala can be made 
anywhere, there is no fundamental reason 
for there to be a beracha l’vatala. 

The one thing that can go wrong with 
Havdala in shul is that sometimes no one 
wants to be yotzei with it. Whoever needs 
to make Havdala at home should not be 
yotzei at that time because it is very ques-
tionable whether he would then be permit-
ted to make it for his wife and daughters 
(Mishna Berura 296:36; for explanation, see 
Living the Halachic Process, II, C-8). Even 
sons of the family who are in shul usually 
do not have in mind to be yotzei with the 
shul Havdala, although they could if they 
wanted to (see Mishna Berura 596:33). If no 
one including the one making Havdala is 
yotzei with it, it too can be a beracha l’vat-
ala. A proper thing, which many shuls do, 
is to have a single man, e.g., including an 
over bar mitzvah son of one of the families, 
make Havdala and have in mind to be motzi 
himself and anyone else who wants to be 
yotzei. However, the K’tzot Hashulchan 
(96:(9), accepted by the Shemirat Shab-
bat K’hilchata 60:13) says that if no one 
specifically wants to be yotzei in shul, we 
should not do it, because it was not formally 

instituted the way Kiddush was. Those shuls 
who regularly do Havdala even when there 
is no need either do not want to figure out 
each time if someone needs/desires it and 
therefore assume there is such a person, or 
they hold that the minhag for Havdala, even 
if not mentioned in Chazal, is a real takana.

An informal survey I did among American 
community rabbis finds that all the permuta-
tions of practice to do or not do Kiddush and/
or Havdala exist, and we have explained how 
they all can be readily justified. 

LIFE SETTLEMENTS
Do you have a life insurance policy you:

• No longer want?
• No longer need?

• Can no longer afford the premium?
• Could you use extra money  

instead of keeping your policy?
I can guarantee that if you qualify with the 

underwriting process I can get you more money 
than if you cash it in with the company. 

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

Mazal Tov to  
Evan Pokroy and family  

on the birth of a grandson
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From 
Devastation 

to Restoration 
During the month of Tishrei the OU Nach 

Yomi program transitioned from the study 
of Sefer Yirmiyahu to Sefer Yechezkel. This 
affords us the opportunity to study the same 
cataclysmic event as experienced, for the 
first time in Jewish history, by two divergent 
communities. The community in Eretz Yis-
rael experienced the Churban directly, while 
those who had already been exiled to Bavel 
experienced it vicariously, first through the 
prophecies of Yechezkel and later through 
the stories of their family members and 
friends who survived the inferno. The com-
mon denominator between the two groups 
was the difficulty they had in apprehending 
that an event so calamitous could actually 
occur. Throughout his sefer, Yirmiyahu 
repeatedly battled the false prophets who 
had captured the hearts of the people with 
their fraudulent but so much more palatable 
promises that God would never destroy His 
own house and Yirmiyahu was deceiving 
them with his prophecies of doom. Even as 
the Babylonians were besieging Jerusalem 
and the people were dying of starvation, the 
false prophets continued to offer perfidious 
assurances that this too shall pass. In Bavel, 

Yechezkel was faced with similar disbelief. 
It was his mission to concretize the reality 
of the impending disaster in the minds of 
his community, and prepare them to build 
institutions that would ultimately welcome 
the survivors of the devastation and ensure 
the continuity of Judaism without the Temple 
service at its epicenter. In the words of Rav 
Dr. Joseph Breuer, “He is our guide through 
the galut but also our guide out of the galut… 
Yechezkel, [Yirmiyahu’s] great contemporary 
in the Babylonian exile, alerts his people to 
the dangerous influence emanating from 
the holy land. He describes the frightening 
extent of its social and political demoraliza-
tion which threatens to spread to the land of 
the exiled. Only total spiritual isolation from 
these influences could save the golah from a 
similar fate. To this task Yechezkel devotes 
his unflagging energy as he proclaims the 
ultimate return of all Israel to its God and 
the simultaneous gradual elevation of all 
mankind to its God-willed destiny.”1

To help us understand the poignancy of 
Yechezkel’s mission, I often compare it to 
the experience of my mother, שתחיה, and 
her family during the Shoah. When the 
Molotov-Ribbentrop pact was still in effect, 
my mother left Poland, with her family 
and crossed into Russia, whence they were 
deported to a labor camp in Siberia. They 
thought then that they were facing oblivion, 
while those who remained in Poland would 

1. Rav Dr. Joseph Breuer, Commentary to the 
Book of Yechezkel, pp. ix-x



Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who 
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett 
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach 
Department chairperson and New Teacher 
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU 
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of 
the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi series, 
currently in its third cycle, women scholars deliver 
a daily shiur on the books of Prophets (Neviim) 
and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a chapter 
a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners of all 
levels who would like to participate in the two-
year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU Women’s 
Initiative to register for additional content.

somehow survive. Little did they know that 
they were the “lucky ones”, who would sur-
vive the war with their family almost intact, 
while those who remained in Rymanov were 
subsequently murdered. It would be the mis-
sion of these survivors to carry the vitality 
of Torah Judaism into the post-war reality, 
and to resettle the Land of Israel according 
to Torah values. Such was the situation in the 
time of Yirmiyahu and Yechezkel. 

Today, when images of cataclysmic events in 
Jewish history are presented to us through the 
media rather than through prophecy, we turn 
to the words of the prophets for inspiration 
and guidance. We are inspired by the exam-
ple of Yechezkel, whom Hashem addressed 
as “Ben Adam”, Son of Man. The midrash 
explains, Adam is a term that unifies - if we 
look at another person and see his humanity, 
the Tzelem Elokim with which he was created, 
that binds us together, highlighting our simi-
larity rather than the differences between us.2 
May the demonstration of this teaching as we 
have seen it manifested over this past year in 
response to tragedy serve to bring the ultimate 
geulah to its full realization. 

2. VaYikra Rabbah 2
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5:00-7:00 PM
NEFESH B’NEFESH ALIYAH CAMPUS

NOVEMBER 7, 2024

Jerusalem
5:30-9:00 PM

ANU MUSEUM OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE

Tel Aviv

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH

 Celebrate
Yom HaAliyah

For more information and registration:

WWW.THEISRAELCALENDAR.ORG

WITH NEFESH B'NEFESH
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32 private homes on Efrat’s last available plot!

LIVE a life of 
value and ideals

BUILD a life on the 
land of your roots

BUY together with 
family and friends  

*3195

 F
O

R 
IL

LU
ST

RA
TI

VE
 P

U
RP

O
SE

S 
O

N
LY

A home that  checks all the 

Large 
garden

Home 
elevator

2-3 floor 
villas

Private
pool

Warm 
community

WHAT’S ON YOUR 
DREAM HOME LIST?
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Shagririm 
Asks

Dovid asks: If I think someone could ben-
efit from dating coaching and/or premarital 
counseling, how can I suggest that in a tactful 
way?

Aleeza responds: I appreciate this question 
because it shows that you’re deeply invested 
in the people you’re helping. It’s not just 
about making a match, but about genuinely 
caring for their journey and recognizing 
when they might need a little extra guidance. 
Yasher koach for that!

When someone you’re speaking with starts 
sharing their dating struggles, concerns, or 
frustrations, that’s a perfect opening to gently 
suggest some professional support. It’s all 
about coming from a place of compassion. 
You might say something like, “Wow, that 
sounds really challenging,” or “That seems 
like a tough spot to be in,” or even, “I can 

see how uncomfortable that must be.” From 
there, you can introduce the idea by asking, 
“Have you ever spoken to a dating coach or 
worked with a couples therapist before?”

Here’s where it’s important to make it relat-
able. Share a personal story, either from your 
own experience or one from someone you 
know. For instance, I once worked with some-
one who had a pattern of never getting past 
the first date. It was always ‘one and done,’ 
and he couldn’t figure out why. After a few 
coaching sessions, we uncovered some pat-
terns and worked on shifting his approach. 
The next thing he knew, he was on a third 
date! By getting the right help, he learned 
to make deeper connections, and the whole 
dating process became more fruitful for him.

I also had a client who was in a relation-
ship and felt like she and her partner were 
constantly miscommunicating. After working 
with a coach, they learned about their dif-
ferent communication styles, and suddenly, 
everything clicked. Not long after, they got 
engaged!

After you share a story, pause and give 
them space to respond. If they seem open to 
the idea of working with a professional, you 
can recommend someone you trust. If they’re 
hesitant or not ready, that’s okay, too, and I 
wouldn’t push it. You can always add, “If you 
ever feel like you need a dating coach, I know 
someone great I can refer you to.”

When all is said and done, you can’t want 
help for someone more than they want it 
themselves. If they’re ready, fantastic! If not, 

At Marrone Management & Real Estate we are here  
to help you find your dream property and guide you  

through the whole process, headache free.

Beautiful home for Sale on  
Dolev Street in Ramat Bet Shemesh

3 bedrooms, 2 porches,
3 bathrooms, private entrance, 

beautifully designed mint condition 
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Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With 
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, 
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a 
Wedding every 2 days!

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!

you can still be a supportive friend and guide, 
and if you’re ever unsure about something, 
don’t hesitate to seek advice from a profes-
sional to pass on to them. 
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attribute of Emet, truth in Yaakov. And 
above all, G-d valued their commitment 
to passing on these valued attributes to 
their descendants. That is why He ‘chose 
us from all the nations.’

Our chosenness has nothing to do with 
high intelligence. It has to do with Midot, 
character traits. At the end of the day, 
this is what we are all about. The central 
challenge to us is working on our per-
sonal Midot. The Vilna Gaon said that 
the reason we are here in this world is to 
improve a Midah, which we have thus far 
not perfected. Therefore, we must always 
work on this, for if we do not improve 
our Midot while we are here, what is the 
purpose of life? We must instill this con-
cept in our children and grandchildren 
that bringing home a Report Card with 
all “A’s” on academic subjects will bring 
them a reward but getting all “A’s” on 
the Midot side will bring even a greater 
reward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One person’s trash is another 
person’s treasure… 

We buy old sifrei kodesh, judaica  
gold, silver, coins, collectables, 
banknotes, antiques and more… 

דורמדור ל  
Ran: 054-5561223 
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades

This Dvar Torah is dedicated in loving memory 
of Yita bat Shlomo, Rav Aharon Ziegler’s mother 
whose yahrzeit is on Shavuot.

Torah Tidbits extends a mazal tov to Rav Ziegler 
on his upcoming book of Torah Derashot, “The 
Sapphire Bricks of Torah” 
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RETIRED, SUCCESSFUL  
ENTREPRENEUR  
LOOKING FOR A MATCH

Friends describe me as a kind, warm,  
sensitive, introspective woman, who founded 
Chessed Organizations. Seeking a warm, down  
to earth man, with depth, a sense of humor,  
sensitivity and accomplishment, who has a genuine  
connection to Torah and is in his 60s to early 70s.

For a picture & bio, please contact:   
nitzachon18@gmail.com

I am a retired entrepreneur.
If that sounds intriguing, keep reading:

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001

 
Our House 
is for Sale! 

Yedidya 052-4846329 
Yedariel@gmail.com 

Two floor single family house 

232 m2, large yard, 9 bedrooms 

beautiful scenery 

In the center of Dolev 

near Modiein 

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

BAKA - New building,  
3 bedrooms, balcony, Shabbat 
 elevator, large storage room. 

3.690.000 NIS  MANU 052-6787813

IN FRONT OF BAKA - 6 rooms,  
luxurious penthouse, 40m balcony, 

Temple Mount view.
9.550.000NIS  MICHAEL 052-3202488

BAKA - Large and luxurious,  
4 rooms + 20m balcony,  

2 parking spots, storeroom.
5.900.000 NIS  MICHAEL 052-3202488

GANEI KATAMON - 110m garden 
apartment + large 370m garden,  

30m terrassa, elevator,  
storeroom and parking.

9.000.000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

DEENA KALKER 
MADRICHA

BEYACHAD NENATZEACH 
Parshat Noach opens by telling us that the 

earth was filled with corruption and anarchy 
and therefore Hashem ought to destroy the 
earth and all things on it. The exception was 
Noach, his family and a male and female of 
every animal species. 

After 150 days in the ark, Noach and his 
family were finally able to exit the ark onto 
dry land. Upon exiting the ark Noach builds 
an altar and makes a sacrifice to Hashem. 

Hashem in return made a covenant that 
never again will he destroy the earth due to 
mankind’s behavior. Immediately following 
the covenant, Noach (along with us) received 
a set of rules, including one that states: “who-
ever sheds human blood, by human [hands] 
shall that one’s blood be shed; for in the 
image of God was humankind made. “

The urgency to implement these two things 
may shed a light on the reason the earth had 
to be destroyed in the first place. 

In the beginning of Genesis, we learn that 
God created man in his image. Although all 
humans were created in the image of God, the 
stories in the previous chapters show us that 
people believed that only they themselves 
were created in the image of God and the rest 
of mankind was at a lower status. After the 
flood God makes it very clear that everyone 
is equal and important. Just as Noach made 

a covenant with God that no matter how bad 
it gets the earth will remain, so too, we need 
to recognize the covenant we have with our 
nation. 

Each and every one of us were created 
in the image of God and therefore deserve 
respect. Even if we look different, act dif-
ferent, believe in different things, we must 
treat every person with respect. A covenant is 
upheld no matter what, even if it’s not always 
easy. Over the past year we have seen just 
how important it is to uphold the covenant, 
that together and united we are strong, but 
alone we are weak. 

May we all be zoche to learn from this story 
and together bring ahava and achdut to all 
am Yisrael.

Shabbat shalom!

RIVKA TREISTER
10TH GRADE
EFRAT

NOACH, ISH TZADDIK
In this week’s parsha, Parshat Noach, 

Noach is described as a tzadik: ,אלה תולדות נח" 
 Rashi brings .נח איש צדיק תמים היה בדורותיו“
down a question about the word בדורותיו (in 
his generation). This word has caused debate 
for generations (pun intended). Some rabbis 
have argued that including the words “in his 
generation” implies that in any other gener-
ation he would not be considered a tzadik. 
On the other hand, other rabbis argue that if 
he lived in the generation of Avraham Avinu 
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he would have been even more perfect and 
righteous. 

 While the debate over Noach is compel-
ling, we should focus on the way that one 
word can change our perception about a 
person. Even though the torah says נח איש" 
 there has still been many arguments צדיק“
that have been going on for generations 
because of the word בדורותיו. If we know 
that the Torah has zero extra words and it 
still sparks such a big מחלוקת over Noach, 
we should think about how a word we say 
about others could cause lasting damage to 
their reputation. 

We can also learn from this מחלוקת that we 
can’t exactly judge everyone based on their 
cover. Even if Noach might not necessarily 
be on the same level as Avraham, doesn’t 
mean that he’s still not very pure. As we all 
know, it’s harder to be good in an environ-
ment where everyone is really bad and bad 
mouthing everyone. Not everyone is from 
somewhere where everyone is outstanding 
and great and brought up very well. 

We shouldn’t be judging people based on 
where they are now because we don’t know 
where they came from originally. We should 
all try to be pure, like Noach, and build a com-
munity based on positive speech. 

12     TORAH TIDBITS 1440 / CHAYEI SARA 5782

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's

(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography

רפואה שלמה
אורה בת ראינה
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Premiummoving.co.il   053-7272-815 

PREMIUM
MOVING & STORAGE
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The above should not be misconstrued as tax advice, legal advice, a recommendation, or an 
opinion regarding the advisability of participating in financial products of any kind or type, 
including but not limited to participation in donor-advised funds (DAF). The above is not 
meant to be a substitute for personal advice tailored to the client's needs, nor does it take 

the place of advice given by qualified professionals.

Fulf ill Your Charitable 
Promises with a JGive DAF
The rainbow symbolized a promise kept—just like your 
charitable commitments. Convert your stocks or cash into 
meaningful support for any Israeli charity, while enjoying 
tax benefits in the US, UK, or Israel, with JGive Platinum’s 

donor-advised fund (DAF).

For more information, email us at platinum@jgive.com
or scan the QR code:

Full Capital 
Gains Tax 

Exemption


