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IMPORTANT REMINDERS
¢ KIDDUSH LEVANA
7 Days After Molad: 9 Marcheshvan/ Motzei Shabbat Nov. 9
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 14 Marcheshvan/ Thurs. night Nov. 14

COVER IMAGE

This photo was taken this summer as we landed back in Israel. The feeling of returning to our country
is a special one that cannot be beaten! We made Aliya from London in August 2011 and just cele-
brated our Bar Mitzvah Aliyaversary. We live in Yad Binyamin.

Photographed by Naomi Feinmesser
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Beit Shemesh/RBS 4:27 5:22 4:23 5:19 Sof Zman Kriat Shema 8:41-8:46
Alon Shvut 4:24 5:22 4:20 5:18 Magen Avraham 8:04-8:08
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Rehovot 4:25 5:23 4:21 5:19 Sunset (including Elevation) 4:49-4:43
Petach Tikva 4:08 5:22 4:04 5:19
. . . . . Seymour J. Abrams e Ortho-
Ginot Shomron 4:23 5:21 4‘19 5‘18 dox Union Jerusalem World
& ? . . . . Center e Avrom Silver Jerusalem
balii )l v 4:13 5:21 4:08 5:17 College for Adults * Wolinetz
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Ashkelon 4:26 5:24 4:22 5:21 | Rabbi Emanuel Quint 2”l, Senior Vice President |
p— 425 523 421 5idg oMl
Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden 4:14 5:19 4:10 5:15 Michael Elman | Yonatan Frankel | Yitzchak Fund |
Daniella Hellerstein | Stuart Hershkowitz | Jeremy
Golan 4:20 5:19 4:16 5:15 Lustman | Meir Raskas | Atara Reichel | zvi Sand |
) Norman Schmutter | Mark Schneider | Esther Williams
Nahariya/Maalot 422 520 4:17 5:17 RABBI AVI BERMAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
Afula 4:22 5:20 4:17 5:16 OU ISRAEL
3 X David Katz, CFO, OU Israel | Natan Kandler, COO,
Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Lech Lecha - 6:00PM e Vayeira - 5:56PM OU Israel | Chaim Pelzner, Director of Programs,
OU Israel | Rabbi Sam Shor, Director of Programs,
All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities; OU Israel Center | Rabbi Sholom Gold zt"l, Dean,

. : 2 s . Avrom Silver Jerusalem College for Adults
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa) 52 Keren HaVesod <> POB 1441 <> Jerusalem

- 9101032
Daf Yomi: Bava Basra 137 phone: (02) 560 9100 | fax: (02) 561-7432

email: office@ouisrael.org

OU Kashrut ¢ NCSY # Jewish Action ¢ JLIC ¢ NJCD / Yachad / Our Way ¢ OU West website: www.ouisrael.org
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RABBI MOSHE HAUER, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT | RABBI JOSHUA M. JOSEPH, ED.D. Torah Tidbits and many of the
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT & CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, Exec. V.P. Emeritus projects of OU Israel are assisted
OU KOSHER: Rabbi Menachem Genack, CEO/Rabbinic Administrator OU Kosher | Rabbi Moshe Elefant, by grants from THE JERUSALEM
COO/Executive Rabbinic Coordinator ISRAEL: Rabbi Yissachar Dov Krakowski, Rabbinic Administrator | MUNICIPALITY
Rabbi Ezra Friedman, The Gustave and Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education/ Deputy Rabbinic Administrator
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

When I was in yeshiva many years ago,
the only way to get in contact with our loved
ones in the United States was a toll-free AT&T
phone number that one would call collect,
and the operator would connect us to our
American relatives. Being in a yeshiva with
many Americans, | remember how whenever
it was playoff season, the guys who couldn’t
wait to find a relevant newspaper the day
after the game would call that AT&T toll-free
number and then ask the operator if they
happen to know who won that day’s game.
This is how many guys stayed connected to
the sports teams they followed while they
were overseas.

While this can be viewed as an interesting
anecdote, it also demonstrates how different
cultures can be. Baruch Hashem, we have
hundreds of thousands of Jews who have
made aliyah from North America, South
Affrica, Australia, England and so many other
countries who come to Israel and connect to
the Land and People, all the while keeping
strong ties to the culture and people of the

The unveiling of the matzeiva
of the Israeli soldier and hero

Ori Moshe Borenstein +n
will be held at the
Mount Herzl military cemetery
in Jerusalem,
Sunday, November 10*
(9 Cheshvan) at 12:30pm

The Borenstein family

fostrowi m/ori-borenstein
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countries that they came from. Therefore, it
isn’t surprising that they also are interested
in the politics of the countries they came
from and wish to express their legal right to
have an influence on the changes in those
countries, all the while as proud Israelis.

Whenever elections come around, I encour-
age everyone I can to go and vote and give
their voice. Democracy is really a Torah
value. Rabbi Ken Spiro writes about this
beautifully in his book, WorldPerfect — The
Jewish Impact on Civilization, where he shows
how modern democracy was inspired by the
Torah. So I tell people to go and express this
value, and not to sit on the sidelines while
changes happen to the country they came
from.

The OU in North America developed a
program called TEACH. The cost of tuition
for private Jewish day schools in America is so
high that many feel they have to go bankrupt
to give their children a religious education,
or have to make the horrible decision not to
send their children at all. The OU’s TEACH
coalition has been extremely successful
raising hundreds of millions of dollars for
the Jewish community and Jewish schools.
The money raised goes toward non-religious
aspects of school, paying for textbooks, buses,
secular studies, and everything that can
defray the costs so that Jewish education
doesn’t become prohibitive for religious Jews.

The main reason they have had this success
is because our communities have voted for
politicians and officials who care about this



cause and understand that tax dollars should
go to the tax-payers. When people make aliyah,
no matter their political affiliation they still
can vote and have an influence in so many
ways for the Jewish community in America.

In this context, I want to give a tremendous
‘yashar koach to Chana Spivack, OU Israel’s
volunteer coordinator, who has spent every
day for the last several months helping people
who want to vote from abroad by answer-
ing questions and explaining the process of
submitting absentee ballots. She has had a
positive influence by helping so many express
their legal right to vote.

This past Sunday, we had an event which
enabled people to come and register, fill out
ballots, and vote online, depending on what
rules each state requires (and each one has
different rules to keep track of). It was beauti-
ful to see so many come out and how helpful
it was to American citizens here in Israel.
The event required a tremendous amount of
effort, and I want to thank everyone on my
staff who stepped up to the plate to help out.
Thank you to OU-certified made in Israel Ben
& Jerry’s for bringing a tremendous amount
of ice cream, and to the anonymous donor
who sponsored this event. The factory even
sent over the Ben & Jerry’s stand they send
out to big events (and is available to rent for

events you may be

planning), which lent a fun atmo-
' sphere to our building as well.

Thank you and kol hakavod to
everyone who came out, who helped
with the event, and those who voted
for their interests and values.

In this week’s parsha, Avraham
Avinu is commanded, “Go for yourself
from your land, your birthplace, and
your father’s house.” We are told that
we should not forget where we came from,
and to continue to have a positive influence
wherever we are. That means that even as
proud Israeli Jews, living in our homeland, we
continue to take interest in and give our voice
for the values we believe in, and OU Israel
hopes to continue to facilitate these events
and those like them in the future.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman

Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

e

May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits be
in loving memory of our dear friend

Yehuda Leib Berren 1
# PN PION 12 270 AT
on his 4th Yahrzeit

Aliyah L’kever:
Sunday, pwnn v
November 10th, 1:30pm
Har HaMenuchot,
Gush vn, Section 7, Row »

Zoom:816 5862 6171, Password: 094976
N.a.8..0
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AATIL

T REALTY

RACHEL MORRIS « CONNECTING PEOPLE & HWOMES

FOR SALE!

OLD KATAMON

Extraordinary penthouse with four
air directions and panoramic views. | |
On entire floor in a beautiful new
project in the heart of Old
Katamon. Additional apartments
available as well, including a
garden apartment.

OLD KATAMON

Building undergoing tama.
construction has already begun and
will be done within 2 years, with the
apartment becoming a 4 room
apartment of 92 sgm plus 10.2 sqgm
terrace. Beautiful quiet street,
charming and bright apartment.
Price 4,900,000 nis

KIRYAT YOVEL

Fantastic new 6 room apartment
with beautiful Jerusalem views!
143 sqm, 2.5 bathrooms, ac,
underfloor heating, 2 Parking,

3 elevators, big Storage, sukkah
terrace.

Price 4,700,000 nis

OLD KATAMON

last apartments left in a new projet
in the heart of old katamon.

4th floor. 4.4M. ready in 8 months.

OLD KATAMON

One of a kind beautiful
garden apartment of 262
sgm, with a 270 sqm private
registered garden!

private parking, storage.

OLD KATAMON
Magnificent new penthouse!
Over 200 sgm with 127 sqm
terraces. private parking,
preparation for pool on roof
terrace, magnificent views.

RACHEL MORRIS
@ atilrealty.com @ ATIL Realty Rachel Morris

L 052-5466425 % +972-52-5466425 B movris.atilrealty@gmail.com

|SRAELI

WILL SERVIGES

FOR YOUR ISRAELI ASSETS

ESTATE
PLANNING

Michael Hayman, Adv.

Personal, personable and professional tailored
sarvica from an Anglo oleh, happy to make home visits

OBLIGATION FREE CONSULTATION
Tel: 053-722-9212
Email: Michael@wills4olim.com
www.wills4olim.com

For Sale in Be'er Sheva
o-room, 2 bath,
8th floor Condo

~=

y/3YOIMdt

http://bit.|
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"}'p I’ Buying & need finance? y y '_7"
Sr‘ i Want to help the kids? %

J0 I

Monthly payments too high?

} ISllFII!lHCE_
Call: 050-491-0604 -

]
www.israfinance.com

BROTHERS
2L MOVING CO.

ILAN D RUBINSTEIN v
Real Estate & Mortgage Broker !’4
——

Lenny Davidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Tours in Israecl

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LPevents.com

054-557-2101
Lenny@LPEvents.com

TRUE WHOLESALER FROM THE DIAMOND
BOURSA WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MEMBER DIAMOND DEALERS CLUB

ENGAGEMENT RINGS * STUD EARRINGS
PENDANTS * TENNIS BRACELETS

® 050-573-9061 @ jeffmor36@gmail.com
© www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

Keren Malki empowers .
families of children °
with special needs in -
Israel to choose home
care. Donations are

o tax- d in Israel,
- KEREN MALKI Jsondue

Honoring the memory of
Malka Chana Roth 1"
1985-2001, killed in the
Sbarro bombing.

@ kerenmalki.org
& 02-567-0602

Polarair P

Air Conditioning & Heating

Sales & installation of
Inverter | Multi | VRF | Central

I:\:ﬁ Plenty of references
(¥ Professional & reliable

Eﬁ Only lewish labor
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Everyone Is /
Can Be a Big
Tzaddik

Avraham, the original and defining Jew,
saw beyond limitations. To him, every one of
the wicked people of his time represented a
potential tzaddik. He knew that the transfor-
mation that he had personally experienced
— coming to G-d from a family background of
idol worship —was open to anyone anywhere.

This may be part of the contrast between
Avraham and Noach. Noach was given 120
years to build the ark, providing him with the
context and the perfect prop to warn, to teach,
and to cajole his immoral contemporaries
towards a better path (Rashi to Bereishit 6:14).
Yet, when the flood came, it was only he and
his family who entered that ark. There were
no nefesh asher asu, no “souls that he had
transformed” to join his family and be simi-
larly saved. Noach’s world remained corrupt
and needed to be completely destroyed.

Avraham, on the other hand, lived in simi-
larly degenerate times, but his world was not
destroyed (Avot 5:2-3; see Rashi there). Avra-
ham’s care, guidance, and teaching brought
Teshuva to the world and helped them avert
catastrophe. His household included multi-
tudes of people whose lives he and his wife
Sarah had transformed and shaped, hanefesh
8 TORAH TIDBITS 1586 / LECH LECHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

ORTHODOX
J UNION i3
Enhancing Jewish Life

asher asu beCharan (Bereishit 12:5).

What made Avraham so successful where
Noach had failed? Noach was an FFB (Faithful
From Birth). He was the only one who had
remained faithful while the world experi-
enced moral decline. Noach held on to his
faith with his fingernails as he watched others
around him drop like flies. He had no para-
digm and no picture of what it could look like
for someone to find their way back. Avraham,
on the other hand, was a Baal Teshuva, a
convert, who knew from his own experience
that the past is not a prison. He brought that
optimism to bear on his view of others, truly
believing in those who he was trying to help.

That optimism is not limited to those - like
Avraham - who had traveled on that jour-
ney themselves. Every one of us has had the
chance to see transformational growth in oth-
ers who have overcome challenges of faith
and observance or of trauma and addiction.
We must recognize that those stories are not
limited to the heroic individual but represent
the human condition, the power in every soul
to release themselves from past limitations.
We all can share Avraham’s optimism about
every person that we encounter — including
ourselves - seeing their boundless potential

for good. m
DAVID HA'VRI @ "“ﬂ

/ix WWW.THEISRAELTCURGUIDE.COM ]

Jerusalem * Shuk * Solidarity Trips - r

a

Judea & Samaria * Nature Hikes

L; haivri@gmail.com ® +972-52-607-1690

]




Functional
Medicine Clinic

Would you like to prevent the
severe effects of aging & frailty?
Our clinic provides cutting edge
anti-aging and functional medicine
techniques and treatments. We
can guide you to avoid chronic
iliness and help you to optimize
your health as you age.

Dr. Barry Dinner MBBCH, ABAARM
is a highly experienced physician,
certified by the American
Academy of Anti-Aging Medicine.

OUR SPECIALTIES
Cardiovascular - Hormone
Stress © Gastrointestinal - Brain

Deyoung

MAINTAIN YOUR YOUTH
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT BEYOUNG.LIFE

& US:+718.838.1509 1L:02.622.8674
& info@beyoungclinics.com

ary 87 b Y 1w 8709
Ashkelon has now become one
of the safest and most desirable
places in our country... We invite
you to see for yourselves. ..

call or WhatsApp me for more
information — David 054-433-2621

H
Ashke.-on Properties
LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED
QUALITY INSOLES

Based on a unique and
comprehensive clinical examination
of the entire body.

Healthy step insoles
By a certified physiotherapist
and foot specialist.

KUPOT CHOLIM REFUHD PAYMENTS
NTNIXKD %P MR

VAWAW ™

Certified Phiysiotherpist (BPT)

—

053-5403761 - TN
Office.thavi@gmail.com

Teddy stadium N2 '[y!
1st David Ayalon st. Jerudalem 0o | e | roners
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AANAAVRRR
0OU... BEYOND KASHRUT

Helping Olim & Visitors Understand Kashrut in Israel

5 = “—

OU Israel identified a need that many English-speaking ofim and visitors have to navigate
the complexities of Kashrut in Israel. As part of our mission to help Anglos live and thrive
spiritually in Israel, in 2019 we launched The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for
Kashrut Education to help people better understand and keep Kosher in Israel, Directed
by Rabbi Ezra Friedman, our Center for Kashrut Education provides shiurim, articles,
videos, and Kashrut guides. With over 6,000 questions annually, our Kashrut hotline
continues to be a tremendous resource.

Kashrut Questions in Israel? Call or WhatsApp Rabbi Friedman at the Kashrut hotline:
050-200-4432.

This week, we released a new Kashrut Education Center video:
Shuk Machane Yehuda - Kosher or Not? Fruit & Vegetables

Each week we will share one of OU Israel’s impactful programs helping English speaking Scan o view
olim with their klita and impacting Israeli society. new video

" ‘\_‘ : '

ASHBRNACHANE VEAGD

R Kosher Or Not?&
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KADAT V’KADIN
A

THE CHAGIM ARE OVER,

NO MORE EXCUSES!

Write Your Halachic Will Today

halachicwill.com

Rav Menachem Copperman

Certified Dayan & Expert
in Jewish Law

0544-731052
info@kadatvkadin.com 1

RYDA N
Angel Realty W

www.angelrealty.co.il
For Sale in Efrat

Dagan: * Special house with
pool, 240m. Large outdoor area,
2 private parking spots. Must
see! 7.190.000 NIS
Zayit: * 3 room apt. (near
Shirat David), private parking

2,175,000 NIS
Zayit:* 4 room garden apt.
Stunning view 2.750.000 NIS

Ramot Gimmel: * 4 room
duplex with option, amazing
view 4.500.000 NIS

Gabi- 0524588716

B\ SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF
| et

> Licensed sealer
> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job

We specialize in sealing roof and
building walls, constructing and
repairing roof tiles, constructing and
repairing drainpipes, sealing balconies,
basements and pools.

Our company uses only Sli-certified
approved by Ministry of Health.

Among our clients: the Jerusalem
municipality, Bezeq, Ben Gurion Airport,
house committees and more.

visit and consultation - no strings attached
FAIREST FRICE GUARANTEED!

Email: gagotshlomo@gmail.com
Shlomo: 050-266-9766
Office: 052-774-3343

EYEWORLD STANDS WITH
OUR BRAVE SOLDIERS!
"N 7NR OV

.
WORLD (L

Ecelenca in epe care

[l D7y

\IT® AT'NATON W 0XPE 3TTUR

ARNONA/TALPIOT -
Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A

RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waffle Bar)
(02) 674-3888

OU ISRAEL CENTER 11



RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT LECH LECHA

The parsha introduces the Jewish people.
Avraham journeys to the Land of Israel, is
promised the Land, spends time in Egypt
due to a famine, separates from Lot due to
their great wealth, and rescues Lot when he
is taken captive in war. Avraham is prom-
ised the Land, though told his descendants
will spend 400 years in slavery. Sarah has
no child, Hagar bears Yishmael, Avraham is
promised that Sarah will bear a child. He is
given the mitzvah of mila, circumcision, as
a sign of the covenant.

"‘ 1ST ALIYA (12:1-13)
0 Avram (while we refer to him
as Avraham his name begins as
Avram and is only changed later) is told to
journey to the Land he will be shown. There
he will achieve fame, fortune and family. The
family journeys with Shechem as their first
stop. G-d appears to Avraham and promises
him the Land. He builds an altar. A famine
forces the family to seek relief in Egypt.

The Torah is the story of promises. Avra-
ham is given three personal promises and
upon entry into the Land, one national one.
He is told he will have fame, fortune and
family. And his people will inherit the Land.

G-d makes promises to man. Unsolicited,
perhaps undeserved. Though we come to
know Avraham as a great man, the Torah is
mum on any background to receiving these
promises. For it is a story of G-d’s desire for
12 TORAH TIDBITS 1586 / LECH LECHA

a people —it is His reach to us. Unsolicited.
Although the Midrash describes Avraham’s
discovery of G-d, the Torah itself is not inter-
ested in that. It is interested in G-d’s desire
for a people; His reach for man, not man’s
reach for Him.

"‘ 2ND ALIYA (12:14-13:4)
k" The family goes to Egypt fleeing

famine. Paro sees Sarah and she is
taken to his palace. Avraham is lavished with
wealth because of her. Paro sends them away.
The family returns to where they began,
laden with wealth, to call in the name of G-d.

Avraham’s 3 promises, fame, fortune and
family, will be fulfilled one by one. First for-
tune. Promise fulfilled — Avraham returns
to the Land from Egypt laden with wealth.

Note the parallel in this story to that of
the Exodus from Egypt. Avraham journeys
to Egypt because of famine, Paro suffers a
plague, he leaves with great wealth; so too the
Jewish people journey to Egypt in a famine,
suffer plagues and leave with great wealth.

What does it mean that Avraham called
in the name of G-d? Ibn Ezra says either he
prayed. Or he called people to embrace G-d.
Avraham engages the people of the Land in
knowledge of one G-d, a pursuit that exposes
the people to him, eventually bringing him
fame.
"‘ 3RD ALIYA (13:5-18)

0 The herds of Avraham and Lot
]

are so numerous that their shep-

herds quarrel. They need to separate. Avra-
ham allows Lot to choose — you go left, I right.



You go right, Ileft. Lot chooses the lush area
he sees around Sodom and Gemora. Avraham
is told by G-d to look over the Land for he
will have it all forever. And his children will
be as numerous as the sand of the earth. He
moves to Hevron and builds an altar.

Avraham and Lot have flocks, a nomadic
occupation. Shepherding is not the stuff of
nation building; agriculture is stable, concrete
and the stuff of nations. So, while wealthy,
the wealth is nomadic. But, the promise of
fortune has been granted.

And this choice of Lot bodes ill for Lot’s
inclusion in the legacy of Avraham. After all,
at this point, Lot is the only family member.
Will the promise to Avraham’s family pass
to Lot? His choice of an area of lush green
but evil people makes his judgement suspect.

The choice of beauty without consideration
of principles has been a bit of a problem in
the Torah so far. Eve looked at the fruit and
it was beautiful. Before the flood, the men
looked at the women and chose wives. Lot
looks at the Jordan Valley and it looks like
the lushness of Egypt.

Looks deceive; for while beautiful, each of
these failed to consider principles of com-
mands and ethics. Looking will be replaced
for the Jew by hearing, Shema, listening to
the Divine Command. Seeing beauty will be
usurped by hearing the Command.

”/‘ 4TH ALIYA (14:1-20)
'7&\0} 4 Kings make war with 5 Kings.

Lot is taken captive. Avraham
rescues him, returning all the spoils and
captives. The King of Sodom comes out to
greet Avraham, as does Malchizedek the King
and Priest of Shalem. Malchizedek blesses
Avraham to G-d and blesses G-d for protect-
ing Avraham.

The promise of fame has been achieved.
After the heroic rescue of Lot, Avraham finds
himself in the company of Kings. And of note,
is the religious language of Malchizedek,
blessing Avraham with G-d’s name. Avra-
ham’s reputation, his fame, is that of a man
of faith, a man of G-d.

2 of the 3 promises Avraham received,
those of fame and of fortune have been
achieved. The remaining 2 — of children and
of inheriting this Land are tougher.

And lest we think that G-d promised a
deserted Land to Avraham, this pitched battle
of 9 kings belies that. Not only has Avraham
been promised that his children will inherit
the Land while he has no children, he has
been told he will inherit a Land that is hotly
contested. While man could, on his own,
achieve fortune and fame, a childless elderly
couple cannot achieve children and the Land
without Divine intervention.

% 5TH ALIYA (14:21-15:6)

ﬁ The King of Sodom offers Avra-

: ham the spoils; Avraham demurs.
G-d promises Avraham that he need not fear,
for He will be his shield (magen). Avraham
protests — I have no children. G-d promises
that his children will inherit his promises. He
shows him the stars and promises that his chil-
dren will be as those. Avraham believes Him.

G-d promises to be Avraham’s shield, his
“magen”; Malchizedek used the same expres-
sion, that G-d was Avraham’s “magen”. Hence
the description we use in tefilla of Magen
Avraham.

G-d says to Avraham, “do not fear”. Who
said Avraham is afraid? What is he afraid
of? Rashi comments that Avraham is worried
that he has been showered with so much
from G-d already that perhaps he does not

OU ISRAEL CENTER 13



deserve to have the remaining promises
granted. The remaining 2 promises are big
ones; children and the Land of Israel. Perhaps
I no longer deserve those. Some promises
are conditional — you deserve it, you will get
it. Perhaps he has used up all his merit and
deserves no more. G-d tells him to not fear
for his merit is great.

”/‘ 6TH ALIYA (15:7-17:6)
K" After promising Avraham that

he will have children, G-d again
promises to him that He will give him the
Land of Israel. Avraham queries as to how
he will know this for certain. In a dramatic
ceremony of cut birds and a deep sleep,
Avraham is told his children will be strangers
and afflicted in a foreign land for 400 years,
leaving with great wealth. Avraham will die
in peace. G-d makes a covenant to give the
Land to Avraham’s offspring. Sarah has no
child. She gives Hagar to Avraham and Hagar
becomes pregnant. Sarah sends Hagar away.
An angel tells her that her offspring will be
many. Her child will be cantankerous but
powerful. Avraham is 86 when Yishmael
is born. At age 99 Avraham is told to walk
before G-d. His name is changed to Avraham.

For the first time, Avraham is told that the
promise of the Land will not be fulfilled in
his time. His children will be slaves, afflicted,
and leave with wealth after many years.

In a fascinating parallel, the story of Hagar
is that same story. Hagar is a servant, as the

Condolences to
Meyer Goodstein and family
on the passing of his brother

MILTY 2”1
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Jews will be slaves. She is sent away, as the
Jews will be slaves in a foreign land. Hagar
is told she will have a son who will be a great
nation, engaging with many. Just as the Jew-
ish people will leave Egypt with wealth.
The promise to Hagar is that Yish-
mael will be an international force to reckon
with, just as the Jewish people will leave and
conquer the land with great wealth.

This parallel story, to my mind, is not to
point out the similarities but to point out the
glaring difference. Yishmael will be a great
nation in this rough and tumble world of
ours, where people struggle and prosper. He
will be good at that. Avraham’s children will
be a great nation by virtue of their covenant
with G-d.

The Torah is contrasting a nation, Yishmael,
unconfronted by G-d, living in this world,
down here on earth, void of the mystery of
the spiritual world, the world of the Divine.
Avraham’s nation is to be guided by the
Divine Hand, engaging with Him, achieving
its greatness in the elevated world of mystery
and spirit, the Divine world.

We will see this exact same parallel in the
journey of Hagar and Yishmael and Avraham
and Yitzchak at the Akeida. An earthly story
paralleling an elevated story.

% 7TH ALIYA (17:7-27)

!\‘E Avraham is told to circumcise

: his family as a sign of the covenant
between him and G-d. He is startled at the
promise that Sarah will have a child at age
90, he 99. He suggests that Yishmael could
be the next generation of the Jewish people.
No, while Yishmael will be great, Yitzchak
will be the next generation.

Avraham is reluctant to give up on Yish-
mael as the heir to the Jewish people. Perhaps



this is Avraham’s persistent kindness — he
sees good, even greatness in Yishmael. But
that type of greatness is not sufficient: great-
ness comes in different shapes and sizes.
Yishmael is great in his way, the ways of this
world. Yitzchak will be great in a different
way, in the world of the spirit, of the Divine, of
ethics. There is greatness amongst the nations
of the world: but Jewish greatness is different.

HAFTORAH
YESHAYAHU 40:27- 41:16

The prophet Yeshayahu reminds Israel of
the Almighty’s power. Hashem has the ability
to “renew the vigor” of those who put their
faith in Him.

Highlighting the theme of strength and
fortitude. the prophet turns his attention
to the idolatrous nations of the world and
offers the following message. He emphasizes
the greatness of Avraham, after arriving in
Canaan, pursuing and defeating four mighty
kings. “The islands saw and feared: the ends
if the earth quaked.”

There is a message to be heeded by the
people of the world when witnessing the

A SHORT VORT

power of Israel. Seeing the remarkable power
of God and his people should inspire nations
to abandon their sinful idolatrous ways.

The prophet also spotlights the eternal
promise that the Jewish nation will be
rewarded for their loyalty to God. “Do not fear
for I am with you; be not dismayed for I am
your God...Behold all those incensed against
you shall be ashamed and confounded; those
who quarreled with you shall be as naught
and be lost.” m

&

3rd sedra of 54; 3rd of 12 in Bereishit.
Written on 208 lines, ranks 23.

7 Parshiyot; 3 open, 4 closed.

126 p'sukim - ranks 13th.

1686 words - ranks 18th.

6336 letters - ranks 19th.

k(> mmvor
’L\’ MITZVOT

1 positive mitzvah: Brit Milah.

A total of 5 sedras have only one mitzvah (another
17 have none and six have 2 or 3 - that accounts for
28 sedras, over half of the Torah's 54).

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

(10, T:21) QWAT71 NANX )7 AN DNX WX XIXD 70 NIX D ... DX )W XA XW
“Lift up now your eyes and look...for all the Land which you see, to you will | give and to your seed” (13:14-15)

What is the need for G-d to instruct Avram to “see” the Land? G-d’s promise to give over the Land to Avram and his
family is not enough?

The Meshech Chochma (Rabbi Meir Simcha Hacohen of Dvinsk 1843-1926) answers that when G-d promised the Land of
Israel to Avram, it was occupied by the Canaanites (13:7). Avraham even must purchase the Cave of the Patriarchs, when
Sarah passes, at an exorbitant price. Although, it seems very clear that Avraham lacks any ownership of this Land, Avra-
ham understood that the holiness of this Land was intact and G-d’s presence dwelt here. It is for this reason that G-d urges
Avraham to “look” at the Land. G-d is instructing Avraham that even though all the signs you see on this Land seem to
show no clear indication that the Land is being given to you, yet | beseech you to “lift up your eyes” and see beyond that.
By raising your view to a lofty more spiritual plateau, you will be able to recognize the ways of G-d are carried out. You
will then perceive how the Land of Israel is sanctified and being given to you and your descendants, even when all signs
are the contrary. The Land of Israel is more holy than all other lands, which its holiness never dissipates.

Shabbat Shalom
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government. Americans can be subject to high taxes if
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financial advisor work together, you can manage your
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American Tax Services davideamerican-taxes.com
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Real Estate Professionals

JERUSALEM

4 Rooms | 5th floor out of 8 | 108 sqm
Safe room, full access
8 sqm balcony, private parking and storage
R 4,450,000 | Tehila: 050-420-5333

BAKA
Duplex penthouse | 195 sqm | 5 rooms
Tst floor, Private parking, Sukkah balcony
connected to the I|V|ng room

m 9,200,000 | Tehila: 050-420-5333

SHABE 7 1 LY o
Th e only mob’h ty scooter ™ 8,500,000 | Tehila: 050-420-5333

without Gramma! FOR 2 Rooma | o] 45 sqm
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Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism 0 SR | WEREEDI Ry
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The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed SALRR | , oot characther and no stars
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Yy ARNONA

(0]:1 6 rooms | Duplex | 167 sqm
2 Sukkah balconies, abundant natural light,
SALE ample storage, and parking.
© 5,350,000 | Ouriel: 058-516-1356

EFRAT

TE'ENA
FOR 6 Rooms | 3.5 Bathrooms | 189 sqm
Cottage with front garden, rental unit,
SALE Sukkah balconies, private parking
m 3,650,000 | Noa: 052-870-2387

400 sgm built | 500 sqm lot | NEW
Spacious private villa with breathtaking
views. Rental unit and private parking.

m 9,000,000 | Noa: 052-870-2387

Ready Fo goin 1Q secon‘ds. VAR
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts “4rooms | 99 sqm | 2 Bathrooms
Beautiful apartment, 60 sgm attic expansion.

2 Sukkah balconies, Private parking

—— For a FREE DEMO Call ——— @ 2,850,000 | Noa: 052-870-2387

o 7 7 9 5 6 2 8 3 3 6 rooms | 184 sqm | 3 bathrooms
. Spacious two-level rooftop duplex , outdoor

kitchen, pergola, parking, centrally located.
For more information, visit our website at: U 4,600,000 | Noa: 052-870-2387

movinglife.co.il/torah24
+972-52-587-8788
N\

movinglife STy

life changing solutions
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I try to focus these weekly columns upon
individuals who are barely mentioned in the
weekly Torah portion. They often have an
important, but insufficiently appreciated,
role to play.

Thus, for example, last week I chose Nim-
rod as my person in the parsha. He was a
“strong” man in many ways, knowing the
Almighty while defying Him. He was auto-
cratic, violent, arrogant, perhaps the first true
demagogue on record.

But that was last week’s parsha, Noach. His
name no longer appears in the Chumash.
While he is certainly absent in this week’s
parsha, Lech Lecha, I will attempt to demon-
strate how he still plays a role in this week’s
Torah episode.

I will also attempt to demonstrate that

May the Torah learning
in this issue of Torah Tidbits
be nawi n»yd

HOWARD ISRAEL 21
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on his twelfth yahrtzeit
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Susan Israel and family
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

Avram, later renamed Avraham, albeit surely
the dominant figure in this week’s parsha, is
to some extent “missing” therein.

We already know quite a bit about Avram
having read last week’s Parshat Noach. There
we “met” his father Terach, his brothers
Nachor and Haran, and his nephew—Haran’s
son—Lot. We also learn of Haran’s premature
demise, although we remain curiously ignorant
of the circumstances of his death. We are told
about the family’s origins in a place called Ur
Kasdim, the “fiery furnace of the Chaldeans.”
We are introduced to Avram’s wife, Sarei, and
are alerted to her infertility issues.

We then are informed of the plan, seem-
ingly instigated by Terach, to embark upon
a fateful journey, leaving Ur Kasdim to reach
Canaan, but settling instead in a place called
Charan. There, Terach, at age two hundred
and fifty, dies.

It is then, in the opening words of this
week’s Torah portion, that the Lord Himself
enters center stage and commands Avram
to leave all the above behind except for his
wife Sarei and nephew Lot and head for
“the land which I will show you,” which
we soon learn is Canaan. Avram is then a
seventy-five-year-old!

What is “missing?” It is my graduate school
education in the field of developmental psy-
chology that prompts me to ask this question.
Missing are the many intervening years
between the young Avram, subordinate to
his father’s travel plans and struggling sympa-
thetically with his young wife’s infertility, and



his first direct encounter, nay conversation,
with the Master of the Universe.

Missing are the reasons for his family’s
flight from Ur Kasdim, the circumstances of
Haran’s death, the significance of Terach’s
intention to move the family to Canaan, but
especially the role of Avram in all this drama.

Most glaringly, what is missing is even the
slightest account of Avram’s religious devel-
opment. There is no mention of any relation-
ship whatsoever with the One Above until
the Lord’s command that he leave behind his
land, his birthplace, and his father’s domicile.

A critically important segment of Avram’s
youth, formative years, and maturation is
missing. This gap is troublesome, and it is
left to our Sages to fill in the “missing link,”
to tell us the “rest of the story.”

And in the process, to expound upon the
nature of the conflict between good and evil,
in our case between Avram and, yes, Nimrod!

Here, in my free translation from the Ara-
maic, is the gist of the passage in Bereshit
Rabbah 38:19 which addresses some of these
questions:

Rabbi Chiya, the son of Rabbi Ada of Jaffa
related: Terach was an idolater and dealt in
the sale of idols. One day, he left the store in
charge of his son Avram in his stead.

Along came a customer eager to purchase
an idol. Avram asked him, “How old are
you?” To which the customer responded,
“Almost sixty!” Avram retorted, “A man
almost sixty wishes to worship a day-old
idol?!” The customer was ashamed and
quickly departed.

Along came another customer, a woman
this time. She brought with her a tray filled
to the brim with fine flour. She asked Avram
to distribute the flour as an offering to one of

the idols on her behalf. She departed.

Avram then grasped a sledgehammer and
smashed all the idols except for the largest
one to smithereens. He then placed the ham-
mer in the hands of the intact largest idol.

Father Terach then returned and exclaimed
to Avram, “What is all this wreckage?” To
which Avram responded, “You see, dear
father, this woman came into the shop with
a flour offering for the idols. Immediately
each idol protested and demanded the entire
offering for itself. So, the largest idol grasped
the hammer it is now holding and smashed
all the others to bits.”

Terach was incredulous. “Stop mocking
me, Avram,” he retorted. “You darn well
know that these idols are dumb, deaf, and
powerless!” To which Avram retorted, “May
your ears take note of what your mouth just
admitted!”

Terach then surrendered Avram to ...
NIMROD!

The Midrash continues to report upon the
great theological debate between Nimrod and
Avram, during which the former tries to con-
vince the latter to accept his idol, namely a
fiery furnace. Avram naturally refuses and is
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thrown into the furnace. His brother Haran,
standing by, is conflicted and hedges his bets.
He says to himself, “If Avram is consumed by
the flames, I'll side with Nimrod. If Avram
emerges unscathed by the flames, I'll side
with Avram.”

Avram emerges unharmed by the fire.
Nimrod then orders Haran to worship the
furnace or be tossed into it. Haran, siding
now with Avram, refuses and is immediately
cast into the furnace but is denied the divine
miracle that saved Avram and dies in the fire.

That is the gist of the Midrashic passage,
a story which many of us, including myself,
first heard from our kindergarten teachers.
It took me until the fourth grade, as I recall,
before it occurred to me to ask my teacher
why such an important narrative, which
explains so much about Avram’s personal
growth, faith, and courage, is omitted from
the biblical text—a question for which I've yet
to find a satisfactory answer, and challenge
you, dear reader, to ask yourselves.

We do take away from this Midrash a
number of important conclusions about the
development of religious belief and about
good versus evil.

We learn that Avram came to the idea of
monotheism on his own, in part through

In loving memory of
our daughter and sister
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The Yellin and Weingarten families

careful observation of the folly of idolatry. It
is because of his self-initiated search for truth
that he drew close enough to the Almighty to
gain access to His favor and direction.

We learn again about the extremes of
which tyrants are capable, which include
the annihilation of those of their constitu-
ents who do not comply with their idolatrous
demands.

We learn of the futility, exemplified by
Haran, of an ambivalent wishy-washy faith
commitment, of betting on the “winner” in
the contest between belief systems.

As always, we have only just begun our
search for the full story of the Nimrods of
the world and of our forefather’s “missing
years” and ultimate transition from Avram
to Avraham, the “father of many nations.”

Stay tuned, and with the Lord’s help we
will encounter a fully grown Avraham and a
different kind of enemy, in next week’s torah
portion, Vayera.

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

For Sale in Neve Yakov - Moshe Sneh Street:
Spacious 3 rooms, renovated, a/c, 3rd floor with
view, next to a large park and a Shul. 1.79m shekel

For Sale: Great new building under
construction in Talpiot: Last garden apartment
available, 3-5 rooms. Starting at 2.47m shekel

For Rent in Katamon - 30m studio on

Bustani Street: Ground floor, small garden, for
independent people over 55.
3370nis/month incl va'ad, hot water and heat
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BAKA
New building, 3 bedrooms, balcony,
Shabbat elevator, large storageroom.

3.690.000 NIS MANU 052-6787813

CITY CENTER s Leak detection + moisture
2 rooms, luxurious building, elevator. * Sealing solutions lm'lddd
MENDEL 052-8980111 » Water damage “p::

* Roof coating
» Waterproofing, pools, porches,
stone walls, tiled roofs

BAKA
Large and luxurious, 4 rooms + balcony,
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“ g ’ » High standerd interior -

5.900.000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488 exterior painting —fE

GANEI KATAMON * Licensed & insured

Garden apartment, 110m +
370m large garden, 20m Terrassa,
elevator, storeroom and parking.

9.000.000NIS MENDEL 052-8980111

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

www.freshcoatpainters.co.il

052-840-5660
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FURNITURE DOCT()R

Professional Services and Repairs since 1898
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e The HIGHEST LEVEL of GLUING for all your LOOSE & SHAKY furniture

e Expert SOFA FRAME & RECLINER repair

e OUR SPECIAL LEG TIPS - For quieter chairs & tables

e CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT & all of your other furniture repairs

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH

Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il
Phone: 02-999-2418 WhatsApp: 058 787 3755
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Discover a New Dimension
in the Weekly Parsha!
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Old Katamon 7,500,000 NIS
190 SQM on one level
Orit 050-3362306

Baka 3,290,000 NIS h

3.5 R building after Tama

Nahum 050-7225694

Ramot 5,480,000 NIS
140 SQM cottage,

Nahum 050-7225694
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Old Katamon 4,500,000 NIS e
3R garden apartment
Rachela 052-6503348
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! Orit 050-3362306

“Turning Despair into Hope”
www.yeshezra.org | Director: Menachem Persoff

THIS WEEK:
Urgently looking for
a used Bimba for a
handicapped woman

WANTED! VOLUNTEERS!
* Website Management *
* Fundraising *

* Public Relations *

* Mentoring ‘Clients’ *

me

DONATE NOW!

Website:

www.yeshezra.org

Bank Transfer:

Mercantile (17), Branch 642,

A/C 79747843 (Send Asmachta for receipt)
Checks:

“Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476, Romema,
Jerusalem

Credit Card:

Sara - 077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161
(Sunday-Wednesday: 10:00-14:30)

INQUIRIES: Menachem Persoff - 050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com
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An exclusive musical by David and Ben Shapiro

The heroic story of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and the connection to our post-7.10 reality.

The first musical of its kind in Israel, with the participation of the Israel Sinfonietta Beer Sheva.

Jerusalem Theater - Opening Remarks from Ben Shapiro 20.11.24 * 11.12.24* *With English subtitles.

* Petach Tikva, Golda // 11.11.24 « Tel Aviv, Duhl Center // 2.12.24
* Ariel, Cultural Hall // 28.11.24 * Raanana, Yad LaBanim Hall // 17.12.24* | The show includes
women singing in choir.

™ Come and be moved, strengthened, and let us all rise together!

https://tickchak.co.il/ 70297

Conductor: Rani Calderon
pirector: Yoav Michaeli
produced by: Aspaklaria Theater

Music and Lyrics: Book:
David Shapiro Ben Shapiro




RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
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The Power of
Example

So familiar are we with the story of Abra-
ham that we do not always stop to think
about what a strange turn it is in the bibli-
cal narrative. If we fail to understand this,
though, we may fail to understand the very
nature of Jewish identity itself.

Here is the problem: Until now the Torah
has been concerned with humanity as a
whole. Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel are
human archetypes. The former represent
the tensions between husband and wife,
the latter the rivalry between siblings. Both
are stories about individuals and both end
tragically, the first with paradise lost, the
second with bloodshed, fratricide and death.

Then comes another pair of stories — the

Condolences to
Zev & Cheryl Blumenthal
and family on the untimely passing
of their daughter
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Flood and the building of Babel - this time
about society as a whole. Each is about the
tension between freedom and order. The
Flood is about a world where freedom (vio-
lence, lawlessness, “everyone doing what was
right in their own eyes”) destroys order. Babel
is about a world where order (the imperialist
imposition of a single language on conquered
peoples) destroys freedom.

All four narratives are about the human
condition as such. Their message is universal
and eternal, as befits a book about God who is
universal and eternal. God as He appears in
the first eleven chapters of Genesis is the God
who created the universe, made all humanity
in His image, blessed the first humans, and
who - after the Flood - made a covenant with
all humankind. The God of the universe is
the universal God.

Why then does the entire story shift in
Genesis 12? From here onward it is no lon-
ger about humanity as a whole but about
one man (Abraham), one woman (Sarah),
and their children, who - by the time of the
book of Exodus - have become a large and
significant people, but still no more than one
nation among many.

What is happening here? Does God lose
interest in everyone else? That surely cannot



be the case. At the end of Genesis, Joseph says
to his brothers:

“You intended to harm me, but God
intended it for good to accomplish what is
now being done, the saving of many lives.”

(Gen 50:20)

It may be that the phrase “many lives”
means no more than the lives of his own
family (so Targum Yonatan understands it).
But the plain sense of the phrase am rav,
“a great people,” suggests Egypt. Not until
Exodus are the Israelites called am, a people.
Joseph is saying that God sent him not merely
to save his family from famine, but also the
Egyptian people.

That too is the point of the book of Jonah.
Jonah is sent to Nineveh, the Assyrian city, to
persuade the people to repent and thus avoid
their own destruction. In its closing words
God says to the prophet:

“Should I not have concern for the great
city of Nineveh, in which there are more than
a hundred and twenty thousand people who
cannot tell their right hand from their left?”

(Jonah 4:11 (and see Malbim ad loc.))

God is concerned not only with Israel but
with the Assyrians, despite the fact that they
would become Israel’s enemies, eventually
conquering the northern kingdom of Israel
itself.

Amos famously says that God not only
brought the Israelites from Egypt, but also the
Philistines from Caphtor and the Arameans
from Kir (Amos 9:7). Isaiah even prophesies
a time when the Egyptians will worship God,
and He will rescue them from oppression as
he once rescued Israel (Isaiah 19:20-21). So
it is not that God loses interest in humanity
as a whole. He feeds the world. He sustains
all life. He is involved in the history of all
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nations. He is the God of all people. Why then
the narrowing of focus from the universal
human condition to the story of one family?

The philosopher Avishai Margalit, in his
book The Ethics of Memory, talks about two
ways of thinking: “i.e.” and “e.g.” The former
speaks of general principles, the latter of com-
pelling examples. It’s one thing to talk about
general principles of leadership, for instance
—think ahead, motivate, set clear goals and so
on. It’s another thing altogether to tell the story
of actual leaders, the ones who succeeded, the
role-models. It is their lives, their careers, their
examples, that illustrate the general principles
and how they work in practice.

Principles are important. They set the
parameters. They define the subject. But
without vivid examples, principles are often
too vague to instruct and inspire. Try explain-
ing the general principles of Impressionism
to someone who knows nothing about art,
without showing them an Impressionist
painting. They may understand the words
you use, but these will mean nothing until
you show them an example.

That, it seems, is what the Torah is doing
when it shifts focus from humanity as a
whole to Abraham in particular. The story
of humanity from Adam to Noah tells us that
people do not naturally live as God would
wish them to live. They eat forbidden fruit
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and kill one another. So after the Flood,
God becomes not only a Creator but also a
teacher. He instructs humanity, and does so
in two ways: i.e. and e.g. He sets out general
rules — the covenant with Noah — and then He
chooses an example, Abraham and his family.
They are to become role-models, compelling
examples, of what it means to live closely and
faithfully in the presence of God, not for their
sake alone but for the sake of humanity as
a whole.

That is why five times in Genesis the patri-
archs are told:

“Through you all the families, or all the
nations, of the earth will be blessed.”

(Gen. 12:2, Gen. 18:18, Gen. 22:18, Gen. 264,
Gen. 28:14)

And people recognise this. In Genesis, Mal-
kitzedek says about Abraham, “Praise be to
God Most High, who delivered your enemies
into your hand” (Gen. 14:20). Avimelech, king
of Gerar, says about him, “God is with you in
everything you do ” (Gen. 21:22). The Hittites
say to him, “You are a prince of God in our
midst” (Gen. 23:6). Abraham is recognised as
a man of God by his contemporaries, even
though they are not a part of his specific
covenant.

The same is true of Joseph, the only mem-
ber of Abraham’s family in Genesis whose
life among the gentiles is described in detail.
He is constantly reminding those with whom
he interacts about God. When Potiphar’s wife
tries to seduce him he says, “How could I do
such a great wrong? It would be a sin before
God!” (Gen. 39:9).

To the butler and baker, whose dreams he
is about to explain, Joseph says:

“Interpretations belong to God.” (Gen. 40:8)

When he is brought before Pharaoh to



interpret his dreams, he says:

“God will give Pharaoh the answer he
desires.” (Gen. 41:16)

Pharaoh himself says of Joseph:

“Can we find anyone like this man, one
in whom is the spirit of God?” (Gen. 41:38)

Jews are not called on to be Jews for the
sake of Jews alone. They are called on to be
a living, vivid, persuasive example of what it
is to live by the will of God, so that others too
come to recognise God and serve Him, each
in their own way, within the parameters of
the general principles of the covenant with
Noah. The laws of Noah are the “i.e.”. The
history of the Jews is the “e.g.”.

Jews are not called on to convert the world
to Judaism. There are other ways of serving
God. Malkizedek, Abraham’s contemporary,
is called, “a Priest of God Most High” (Gen.
14:18).

Malachi says a day will come when God’s
name “will be great among the nations, from
where the sun rises to where it sets” (Gen. 1:11).

The prophets foresee a day when “God will
be King over all the earth” (Zechariah 14:9)
without everyone converting to Judaism.

We are not called on to convert humanity
but we are called on to inspire humanity by
being compelling role-models of what it is
to live, humbly, modestly but unshakably
in the presence of God, as His servants, His
witnesses, His ambassadors — and this, not
for our sake but for the sake of humanity
as a whole.

It sometimes seems to me that we are in
danger of forgetting this. To many Jews, we
are merely one ethnic group among many,
Israel is one nation-state among many, and
God is something we talk about only among
ourselves if at all. There was recently a

television documentary about one British
Jewish community. A non-Jewish journalist,
reviewing the programme, remarked on what
seemed to her a strange fact that the Jews she
encountered never seemed to talk about their
relationship with God. Instead they talked
about their relationship with other Jews.
That too is a way of forgetting who we are
and why.

To be a Jew is to be one of God’s ambas-
sadors to the world, for the sake of being a
blessing to the world, and that necessarily
means engaging with the world, acting in
such a way as to inspire others as Abraham
and Joseph inspired their contemporaries.
That is the challenge to which Abraham was
summoned at the beginning of this week’s
Parsha. It remains our challenge today. m

To mark Rabbi Sacks’ fourth yahrzeit, com-
munities around the world are invited to
participate in the Global Day of Learning
celebrating his life, legacy and teachings,
on or around November 21, 2024.

Find details at www.rabbisacks.org/gdol

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

Malkeinu...
Avinu

This week’s selection from the 40th and
41st prakim of Sefer Yishayahu offers a
primary message of encouragement and
hope to a people who believe that Hashem
has turned away from them, as the opening
words reveal (“nistera darki meiHashem?”).
The navi reminds Israel that G-d is THE Eter-
nal Creator Who does not tire nor flag and
who invigorates and strengthens those who
trust in G-d.

It is also important to note that the open-
ing p’sukim of our haftarah are the closing
part of the well-known “Nachamu, Nachamu
Ami” prophecy — the nevu’ah that opens the
section of consolation of Sefer Yishayahu. But,
whereas the beginning of the chapter, the part
that we read on the post-Tish’a B’Av Shabbat,
portrays G-d’s omniscience and power, His

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

greatness and domination, the chapter’s
second part, that which opens our haftarah,
focuses upon Hashem’s desire to establish a
closer bond with Man and, conversely, the
ability of Man to connect with the Divine.

It is actually this very theme that forms
the clear connection to our parasha. Con-
sider: throughout the first two parshot of the
Torah, we read of G-d speaking to individuals
—Hashem speaks to Adam, He speaks to Chava
and He speaks to No’ach. But we are never
presented with a relationship, we never see a
conversation or discussion. Simply, there was
the Master and the servant. No more than that.

But all of this changes in this week’s para-
sha. For the first time we find the creations
connecting with the Creator. In parashat Lech
L’cha both Avraham Avinu and Sarah Imeinu
succeed in creating an actual relationship with
G-d. They are put to the “test” by G-d and
they pass those tests. Hashem is not simply
instructing Man or commanding Man. For the
first time, He is reaching out to Man..... and
Man responds. There is a connection, there is a

"MIWI 11 [1012Y W.ewensohn Raz & Co

Law Offices & Notary ‘

{161 T 271V TWn

Estates, Probate,

Oded
" and Inheritances*

Lewensohn,
Adyv. & Notary

Real Estate
Transactions

Tama 38 and Renovation

Construction Projects Moshe Raz,

Adv. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il

28 TORAH TIDBITS 1586 / LECH LECHA




bond....and, therefore, there is now a relation-
ship - one yearned for by humanity and one
desired by the Divine. It is here that we learn
of Hashem’s promise to build a great nation
from Avraham’s descendants and where we
read of G-d’s two covenants with the “first
Jew”: Brit Bein Hab’tarim and Brit Milah.

Once we realize this “additional” unique-
ness of these first Matriarch and Patriarch
of our nation, we better appreciate the
prophet’s message to the people who cried
out that they, and their “path” or “cause”, has
been “hidden from Hashem”. Yishayahu’s
encouraging message is not simply that G-d
is eternal and all-powerful, nor is it only that
He is capable of redeeming the despondent
nation. The underlying idea, the significant
lesson that the navi shares with the people,
is that Hashem wants more from them than
simple obedience; G-d desires a real rela-
tionship with them!

It is for this that Yishayahu teaches how
Hashem Himself will give strength to the
weary and courage to the fearful. And it is
why he reminds them of G-d’s reassurance
that “b’charticha v’lo m’asticha”” - “I have
chosen you and not rejected you”... because
you are “zerah Avraham ohavi”, the descen-
dants of Avraham, who loved Me”. The navi
hoped to explain Hashem Himself will help us
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draw closer to Him and meet the challenges
He places before us.

G-d wants to be seen as more than the
all-powerful King of Israel....He wants them
to realize that He is also their ever-loving
Father!m
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And the souls they had acquired in Haran
(Bereshit 12:5)

The Rambam in Hilchot Avoda Zara (1:3)
states that from when Avraham was a child
he was curious as to how the world functions.
His heart was restless until he grasped the
truth. He had no teacher but deduced sin-
gle handedly that there was a Creator of the
world. The Rambam posits that at the age of
forty, Avraham recognized God. Yet, when is
the first time that God speaks with Avraham?

God first appears to Avraham and tells him:
“Lech Lecha”- when Avraham is 75 years old!
Incredible. One would have thought that
once Avraham recognizes God (at the age
of 40), Hashem would respond and speak
with Avraham and tell him - great, someone
finally recognizes me as the Creator. You got
it-now let us strike a covenant. But nothing!
God waits 35 years to communicate with
Avraham. Why the gap?

Imagine during those thirty-five years
Avraham was challenging those around him,
trying to convince them that there was a God
who is in charge of creating and managing
the world. They likely asked him - really, how
do you know? Did he speak with you? Have
you had any communication with this God?
32 TORAH TIDBITS 1586 / LECH LECHA
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How can you prove He exists? Avraham had
to prove God’s existence without any help
from God, but through nature. He could not
point to a supernatural miracle. Yet, despite
the obstacles he built a loyal following who
shared his religious visions. These were “the
souls they had acquired in Haran”.

Knowledge entails a dynamic element - the
truth cries out and one has a need to share it
with others. Often one is inspired by a great
vort and has to share it with others. Avra-
ham was able to share and convince others
of God’s existence, despite his lack of any
personal communication with God.

As Rav Soloveitchik (Masoret Harav) explains,
modern man has been alienated from God for
so long. We do not hear from God directly, yet,
we have that unequivocal commitment and
belief in God. Avraham set it into our DNA.
Although we cannot see or hear God, we know
He exists and we feel a close connection to
Hashem. It is that unwavering Emunah that we
transmit to our children and to others around
us. We need to recognize God through nature as
Avraham did. To realize that it is a miracle that
the sun rises and sets in a daily pattern. That all
the trees and flowers that bloom around us are
not just the workings of mother nature — but
that mother nature has a father!

Especially during the challenging times that
Wwe are experiencing, we need to recognize the
hand of Hashem in the open and covert miracles
that are transpiring around us. May we be able to
strengthen our Emunah and Bitachon like Avra-
ham Avinu and transmit it to future generations.
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The Reward for Every Step

“Vayomer Hashem el Avram lech lecha mei-
artzecha wmimoladitcha u’mibeit avicha el
ha’aretz asher ar’eka — Hashem said to Avram,
“Go away from your land, from your birth-
place, and from your father’s house to the
land that I will show you.”” Here we have the
first recorded command that Avraham Avinu
receives from Hashem. Midrash Rabbah elu-
cidates, Hashem deliberately withheld the
exact location to increase Avram’s anticipa-
tion and thus make the land “more beloved
in his eyes,” as well as to reward Avram for
each step that he took towards his destination.
Why was it necessary for Avram to receive
a reward for each step that he took? What is
the deeper lesson here and its relevance to
each of us?

Rav Baruch Ber Leibowitz zt”l understands
that had Hashem told Avraham Avinu the
final destination, settling the land would
have been the goal, and the journey towards
that goal would be considered a “hechsher
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mitzvah” - just a preparation to achieve the
mitzvah. Yet, Hashem wanted to reward
Avraham Avinu every step of the way and
therefore expressed His directive “to go to the
land that I will show you,” so that the steps
themselves were transformed into a mitzvah.

This perspective offers us a paradigm shift
in how we view our relationship towards
mitzvot. Instead of seeing mitzvot as a
burden, we can look at them as G-d given
opportunities so He can continuously reward
us and benefit us. “Halachah” is related to the
world “halichah,” to walk, as each step of our
lives is replete with opportunities to do the
Will of Hashem and experience His goodness.

Rabbeinu Bechaya zt” notes that the phrase
“lech lecha” is related to the Hebrew word
“lichluch,” the dirt or grime that sticks to a
person from his surroundings. Rav Schein-
erman in Ohel Moshe explains that Hashem
is commanding Avram, “Lech lecha! Leave
the negative influences that you have accu-
mulated in your home environment! Further,
you will be rewarded for every step that you
take to move past these forces.”

Therefore, Avram is first told to leave his
land, then his birthplace, and finally his
father’s home, which is the hardest to discon-
nect and separate from. This emphasizes how
important it is to make a conscious effort, one
step at a time, to break away from negative
influences that we may have grown up with.



Rav Tuvia Weiss zt”l in Sha’arei Tuvia shares
that this is perhaps one reason that we say
the brachah “shelo asani goy,” every day,
even though it should be sufficient to say
it once in our lifetime. Rather, this brachah
reminds us of the importance to maintain our
separateness, to activate our Jewish pride in
not allowing non-Torah influences to be part
of our culture.

Like Avraham Avinu, we too must take the
command “lech lecha” and constantly choose
to move away from adverse ideologies and
perspectives that are antithetical to Torah
living. Like Avraham Avinu, we too will see
everlasting reward.

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses
or for any other necessary occasion
on a temporary free-loan basis.

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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( Mortgages >—<Reﬁnancing >—<Hnme Equitv>

L
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ADAM SIEGEL
052-371-1871
ASIEGEL@
MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM
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DAVI KATZ
054-333-0039
DKATZ@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

ARYEH STRICKDFF
058-532-5012
ASTRICKOFF@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

NO-OBLIGATION, FRE

wwwmortgageisraeloom  infold

YITZCHAK WAGNER
053-722-8001
YWAGNER@
MORTGAGEISRAEL GOM
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RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC
AUTHOR OF BADERECH: ALONG THE PATH OF TESHUVA (MOSAICA 2021)

Renowned for their selfless hospitality and
legendary hachnasas orchim, the Machlis
family is a paragon of self-sacrifice in gener-
ous giving. The kidush Hashem and positivity
radiating from the Machlis home has filled
Yerushalayim with light for decades. Each
Shabbos, hundreds of guests are welcomed,
countless Jews and non-Jews alike have passed
through their home, enjoying a Shabbos or Yom
Tov seudah. Entering their holy abode, one is
greeted with open arms, showered with kind-
ness, nourishment and a deluge of blessings.

A brilliant talmid chacham and beloved
teacher of Torah, Rav Mordechai Machlis
readily overflows with sage words of encour-
agement and chizuk to those who approach
him. On one occasion, a group gathered in the
Machlis home sought his blessings, and the
Rav readily complied with all their personal
requests, blessing them one by one for good
health, happiness, shalom bayis, parnassah and
the fulfillment of every need.

One of the petitioners, a middle-aged gentle-
man, asked for blessing for success. Rav Machlis
asked him what he did for a living. It turned out
he was a pediatric oncologist trained to address
the rarest, most intensive cases of childhood
cancer. Rav Machlis was at a loss for words.
How could he bless the visitor for “success”? If
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he prayed that the doctor should have an abun-
dance of parnassah from his work, it would
be like asking for more children to be in dire
need of his medical specialty, chas v’shalom....

Suddenly, there was a sparkle in Rav Mach-
lis’s eyes. “I bless us that there should be no
more illness, no more sickness in the world,”
he exclaimed. “Everyone should be healthy —
and except for birthing centers, may there be
no need for hospitals! Your field of expertise
should become obsolete, just a faint memory.
Then, people all over the world should pay you
generously to come and speak, sharing your
remarkable story of being part of that strange
historical phenomenon that once was called
‘pediatric oncology’.
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I'will make you a great nation and I will bless
you. I will make your name great and you shall
be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you
and curse him that curses you;

And all the families of the earth shall bless
themselves by you.” (12:1-3)

Chazal relate that the wise and righteous
Rebbe Chanina ben Dosa had a special koach
and skill in praying for the sick. When Rebbe
Yochanan ben Zakai’s son fell seriously ill, he
turned to his student and cried, “Chanina, pray
for my child so that he may live!”

Chanina ben Dosa promptly placed his head
between his knees, davened for Hashem’s
mercy, and the boy recovered. (Berachos, 34b)



“Every day a voice goes out from Chorev
and declares, X0 2202 i) 1915 021y 92
13, ‘All the world is nourished bishvil Chanina!™
(Berachos, 17b). While the p’shat, the simple
meaning of bishvil’is ‘for the sake of’, the Baal
Shem Tov, zy’a, says shvil can also be translated
as ‘path’ or ‘pipeline’. Reb Chanina’s prayers
and blessings opened a channel or path for
Hashem’s outpouring of shefa, bounty, good-
ness and blessing. All the world was nourished
and blessed through the spiritual ‘pipeline’ of
Rebbe Chanina.

Rashi comments on our pasuk (12:2): 7
YR/ TV WY TY AT NN N30 191
XONA WK N 7120 NN WM N DT,
“And you shall be a blessing: ‘The blessings are
entrusted into your hand. Until now, they were
in My hand; I blessed Adam and Noach. From
now on, you may bless whomever you wish!”
How did Avraham Avinu, and Rebbe Chanina,
merit to bless others?

N2 XN PY 1V, “One with a good eye will be
blessed” (Mishlei, 22:9). Alternatively translated,
this pasuk reveals, ‘One with a good eye should
be the one to bless.’ To bestow a blessing upon
another, we need to see, acknowledge and
affirm their worthiness. We honor them by
seeing what they need and sharing our hopes
and prayers for their wellbeing. Implicit in
blessing is being tov ayin, ‘with an eye to the
good’, with respect for the other person and
an appreciation of their goodness.

Indeed, the Mirrer Mashgiach, Reb Yerucham
Levovitz, zt'], teaches that the effectiveness of
one’s blessing depends on one’s selflessness,
magnanimity and ayin tovah. Their ‘pipeline’
is open to the extent that they see the good
in, and truly desire the wellbeing of, another.
Thus, the source of Avraham Avinu and Rebbi
Chanina’s ‘powers’ was none other than their

total selflessness, and this is how they merited
to become conduits of blessing for the whole
world.

Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai says that Avraham
Avinu wore a medallion with a precious jewel
with healing powers, and anyone suffering ill-
ness who gazed at it was immediately cured
(Bava Basra, 16b). The tzadik Rebbe Moshe
of Kubrin, zy’a, asserts that this jewel was not
‘magic’, rather its koach was rooted in the trait
that Avraham himself exemplified — great
chesed, kindness to others. Furthermore, Avra-
ham bequeathed to each of us this ability to
bless, uplift and heal others. Whenever a Jew
engages in selfless kindness, practices hospi-
tality and blesses others heartfully, he or she
awakens the healing power of Avraham. And
this is how anyone, even “all the families of the
earth,” can merit to bless themselves through
Avraham.

May we open our hearts in selfless kindness,
and our eyes to see the good. May we open the
gates of blessing, healing and salvation for all of
Am Yisrael and all the good people of the world.
And let all our troubles and tzaros, illness and
pain, become but faded memories, relegated to
history books and tellers of ancient tales.

In honor of the Yahrtzeit this week of our
great teacher, Rebbetzin Henny Machlis, a’h
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THIS WEEK'S INSPIRATIONAL TORAH LEARNING WITH OU ISR

@ QU ISRAEL CENTER

Men’s Gemara Chabura

Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld 7:00PM

@ QU ISRAEL CENTER L'Ayla- Dorot Chair-Director
Hadassah Jacob
052-384-7230 (call to confirm)

8:30PM
Semichat Chaver Program - The Bais
Rabbi Elyada Goldwicht

*L'AYLA CLASSES ARE FOR
WOMEN ONLY

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS Subscribe to our QU Israel Whatsapp
ARE FOR MEN ONLY Community for all information related to
U Israel classes and programs, including

u r@!j last minute schedule changes and

#THEQUISRAEL updates, by scanning the QR Code above
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TUESDAY

~ NOV12

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:15 AM 11:15 AM 12:20 PM
Understanding Tefila Chumash B'lyun Unpacking the Messages
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi James Kennard of Chazal

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
10:15 AM

Meaning in Mitzvot
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

MODIIN-THE BAIS
Men's Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi lan Shaffer, 7:30 PM

Weekly Kollel Boker Rabbi Dovid Wolpe Safrut Chabura

Rabbi Avi Herzog, Final Session of Zman
Rabbi David Fine, Rabbi Tzvi Mauner

e

f




THIS WEEK'S INSPIRATIONAL TORAH LEARNING WITH OU ISRAEL

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH

IN RECHAVIA
@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin Street, Rechavia

9:15AM
Holy Poetry Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

10:15AM
Contemporary Issues in Halacha and
Hashkafa Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:25AM
Wisdom of Rav Kook Rabbi Aaron
Goldscheider

12:30PM
Medieval Jewish History
Dr. Deborah Polster

WED. EVENING

8:30 PM

The Bais-Halachic Controversies
Rabbi Aschi Dick @ Ohel Yitzchak
Synagogue, Keren HaYesod Street

‘NOV 14

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

Classes @ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,
11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

9:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Parashat HaShavua Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:15AM
Trailblazing the Text of TaNaCh
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20PM
Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor

2:00 PM

@ OU Israel Center
Men's Gemara Chabura
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

8:30 PM The Bais in Partnership with
Kehilat Hashiveinu, Men’s Chabura with
Rav Noam Koenigsberg.

Ramot




NCSY ISRAEL PRESENTS

KFARETZION REGIONAL

——NOVEMBER 29-30, 2024 ——

e N
- % WITH SPECIAL GUEST
%‘. = ¥ RAVNOAM KOENIGSBERG

Friday programming, catered meals, interactive
sessions, a Havdalah concert, and so much more!

‘J.' > 9th-12th Grade Boys & Girls e Kfar Etzion Field School

You don't want to miss this!
Applications open until November 16th at 22:30.

Apply today at israel.ncsy.org

@

e OU
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balL OU |  RAISING $4MTO REBUILD
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PARAMEDIC
HAS FINALLY
FOUND A -
TEMPORARY SCH(

Israeli Teens. The future is in
their hands. Their future is in yours.

OUISRAEL.ORG/PROMISE




GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:
Exercise for ladies
Sundays 12:30-1:15pm
at the OU Israel Center
Sura Faecher 0504153239

Tzitzit tying at the OU Israel Center
with Ruti - no experience needed

Mondays at 1:30pm
) and Wednesdays at 12:00pm

SHIUR SPONSORS
TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT
Chana Spivack - 050-229-4951 or donate online:
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR
Sponsored for this academic year by the Frist family
in memory of their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frista”h —n”v n'7t na Xn'o vawr7x

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN’S SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2024-2025 academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z'l
'7°T D720 X201 D DNNAN ]2 '7Tan Dhan
N’V 7TIN DINEA7 DN N2 DN DX

N7W AXION

Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal
Chana bat Bruriah
Benzion Simcha Mendel Ben Chana Rachel
Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe
Nechama Charna bat Feigel
Leah Naomi bat Tova
Pesach ben Sarah Frieda
Rina Feigle bat Rivka
XATANA 719 2 VWIR' DRNAX
MY7IN 2 7' TN AY
a7nn A mane

MSY NNIDY
NN N3 AN

REMEMBER

On Succot Yizkor is recited to
commemorate the memory of

our departed loved ones. It is

the tradition of many to pledge

to contribute tzedaka in memory
of those who have left this

world. Please consider making a
contribution to the OU Israel Center,
which will help to support the
on-going Torah learning and many
community programs of the

0U Israel Center.

Please send your contributions Att:
QUlsrael.org/donate or call:

The finance office at 02-560-9103

OU ISRAEL CENTER | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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The fJomen’s #wé

Join us Monday evenings at our new
OU Israel Women's Hub, 2 Radak Street in Rechavia.

Shiurim | Dorot Intergenerational Choir | ATID Midrasha Evening
Mother-Daughter Program | Women’s Performance Community
Bat Mitzvah and Beyond | NextGen | Parenting Classes

-‘_—‘_:—--\

——

OUISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG | 02-5609110

S - e —
e

S ) =<0 -
The OU Israel Women'’s Division Tnvites you to the

_ : mﬂam&:\'s #ﬁé o Bl

RSVP at www.ouisrael.org/events/hub-openin
Location: The OU Israel Women’s Hub | 2 Radak St. Rechavia

OUISRAEL | WWW.QUISRAEL.ORG | 02-5609110
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MUN!)A\’S NW 25-DEC16,9: DUFM

Location: OU Israel
Women’sHub
2 Radak St.

OU Israel | Women's Division

4’ 7]9 m&s{msﬁa ﬁn’mfn;s

FORYOUNG OLOT AGES 18-25

NEW WINTER ZMAN, MONDAYS
NOV.18 - DEC. 23, 6:00-9:00PM

Location:
0U Israel Women's Hub, 2 Radak St.

For more info and to register -
www.ouisrael-atid.org

OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

OU Israel | Women'’s Division

DI Zﬂﬁ*;&-a&*ﬂffona[ o

WEEKLY REHEARSALS
Under the direction of Hadassah Jacob

NEW LOCATION
(starting Nov 18): | . ;pe "
0U Israel Women's | 2.
Hub, 2 Radak St.

To join, call Hadassah at 052-384-7230
OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

0U Israel | Women's Division
Join us on Monday evenings at 7pm for

7&&/{ 7;/00@%

A weekly Parsha shiur with Rebbetzin
Shira Smiles
Opening shiur (Nov. 18)
will be free of charge!

Location: OU Israel Women's Hub
2 Radak St. Rechavia

OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Every End
is a New
Beginning

The past few weeks have been difficult
ones for Klal Yisrael in general. The yishuv
where I live, Mitzpe Yericho has been hit
hard. Within the span of 2 days, we lost two
precious lives. Yishai Mann Hy”d and Aviad
Naiman Hy”d both died in service of their
country, leaving behind parents, children,
siblings, friends, and an entire Yishuv to
mourn their loss. A third member of the
yishuv was severely injured a couple of days
later (please daven for Evyatar Menachem
Chaim ben Zehava). Yet, amid all the loss, the
Yishuv also experienced moments of great
simcha — woven between the sorrow came
the news of a few precious new babies born
into the community.

Naturally, the entire community wanted to
help out in whatever way they could. Numer-
ous sign up sheets went around, offering
opportunities of bringing food to the fami-
lies. Being one of the last ones to sign up, I
didn’t get much choice of what to bring, I took
what was left - hard-boiled eggs for a family
in mourning and chickpeas for a family cele-
brating a Shalom Zacher. I didn’t give it much
thought until later when I noted that both of
the foods I was assigned are rooted in Jewish
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EL WOMEN’S DIVISION

traditions and they symbolize the exact same
thing. We eat round foods both at times of
death and times of birth to remind ourselves
that life is a cycle, a continuum of beginnings
and endings that forms an ongoing journey.

Thinking about it further, I realized that
this is exactly the message of Simchat Torah
as well. We end the Torah reading cycle with
Parshat v’Zot Habracha and then immedi-
ately begin again with Parshat Bereishit.
Every end is a new beginning. Each new
beginning builds on the cycle that came
before it. Our learning is one level deeper this
year, building on new insights we gained last
year, the same way that each generation of
new neshamot builds on what the generation
before accomplished.

This idea of cyclical time is woven into
every aspect of the Jewish calendar. Rosh
Hashanah, the start of a new year, doesn’t
stand alone—it draws from everything from
the previous year, allowing us to achieve even
more based on what we’ve already accom-
plished. We also find this concept in Rosh
Chodesh, the beginning of each new month,
and in Shabbat, which marks the close of one
week and the start of another. Judaism gives
us numerous opportunities to mark time, to
celebrate endings and appreciate what has
been accomplished in the past and at the
same time, to contemplate new beginnings
and look towards the future.

This concept is also very relevant to the
changes and transitions that are taking place
at OU Israel in general, and for the Women’s



Division (I’Ayla) specifically. As many of you
know, OU Israel will be moving out of the
current OU Israel Center building on Keren
Hayesod Street, but b’ezrat Hashem, our
programming will only be increasing. Our
headquarter offices will be moving to Har
Hotzvim and our programming will be mov-
ing to neighborhoods around Yerushalayim,
and around Israel, in an effort to service
Anglo Olim of all ages, demographics, and
locations.

The past 25 years in the current building
have been incredible. Tens of thousands of
people have walked through the doors of the
OU Israel Center building, always leaving
inspired and invigorated. The amount of
Torah learned in the building is unbelievable,
but equally important are the friendships and
connections that were formed, giving Olim
a sense of family and community. Our time
in the current building is coming to a close
but here too, we find that every ending is a
new beginning. As we look to the future, we
hope to build off of the success of the past,
to continue to grow and expand.

We have already begun to offer three full
mornings of shiurim in various neighbor-
hoods in Yerushalayim to both men and
women (see center spread) with a great
lineup of teachers. In addition to our full
schedule of shiurim for the general public,
I’d like to briefly outline the programs we
have designed specifically for the Women’s
Division:

1. Rosh Chodesh Seminars - Our popular
monthly seminars will bez”H take place at
Beit Knesset Yeshurun. Our inspiring shiurim
will be followed by a beautiful Hallel with
Rikka Razel, offering women the opportu-
nity to start their month off with a powerful

combination of Torah and Tefilla. We piloted
this program in Elul and had an amazing
turnout of approximately 200 women!

2. Nach Yomi Yimei Iyun - For women who
are learning Nach Yomi or who just enjoy
Tanach shiurim, these yimei iyun will take
place at a very central location (soon to be
announced).

3. Women’s Tiyulim - We will iy”H con-
tinue to offer our Tanach Tiyulim, seeing the
words of Tanach come alive at sites around
Israel.

4. The Women’s Hub - We are thrilled to
announce the grand opening of the OU Israel
Women’s Division Hub. All of our women’s
evening programming will take place on
Monday evenings in our new Hub, which is
located in a 4-story building on Radak Street
in Rechavia. This programming includes: the
ATID midrasha evening for young Olot, the
Dorot intergenerational choir, Rebbetzin
Shira Smiles’s weekly Parsha shiur, parent-
ing classes, our mother-daughter pre-Chagm
program, the Bat Mitzvah and Beyond pro-
gram, our NextGen monthly events, Women’s
Performance Community events, and more.

We are working on additional morning
venues for weekly women’s shiurim and our
Young Mothers’ Club. Once all of this is in
place, we will iy”H begin working on offering
satellite Women’s Division programming in
Anglo communities around Israel.

We are very excited about all of this
growth and expansion, but also recognize
that change can be challenging. We know
that many of our classes and programs have
been a mainstay in people’s lives for years,
so we understand that changes in timing and
location may not be convenient for everyone.

In an effort to continue to serve everyone, a
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professional videographer has been hired to
ensure that our regular shiurim are recorded
and uploaded to our Youtube channel in a
very timely manner.

It is our sincere hope and prayer that the
close of this incredible era will also mark
the beginning of an exciting new phase, and
that the achievements of past decades will be
multiplied many times over, reaching Olim
across the entire country. Thank you all for
your patience and support as we transition
into this new chapter. May we see much Hat-
zlacha in this endeavor and Besorot Tovot for
all of Klal Yisrael! m

WELLNESS CENTER

-Massage therapy
+Yoga & stretching
«Functional training for increased mobility

*Male and female therapists available

CALL US AT: 053-338-4953

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum www.rogamassage.com

N‘l'.‘i |.il.|..'ll-\l‘d antd Board Certified ierusulemrogu@gmuil.com
Offices | ghll]’{)p{acfgl;% " Ramban 13, Rechavia
s e i el s OPEN SUNDAY - FRIDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

052-662-4658

P

THE ISRAELB ONLINE COMMUNITY

Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!

B [nstall the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones

(Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
B Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
B We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
B Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
B Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more!
Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us CONTACT BENJY SINGER:

on Twitter (@lsraelBayit) and join our Facebook benjysinger@israelb.org or

Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org) 053-285-1526
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A 6-week intensive therapeutic program designed for teens
at risk struggling with issues such as depression, anxiety,
family conflict, abuse, and other challenges.

If you are feeling lost as to how to help your teen, you are not alone.

Through nature-based and integrative therapies, Stepping Stones helps
teens regain control of their lives and build a stronger, brighter future.

Ages: Separate tracks for boys and girls, ages 16-19.

Program Length: Six-week sessions offered continuously throughout
the year, with one year of follow-up therapy included in price.

Upcoming Dates: Movember 10th, 2024- December 22nd, 2024
& January 5th 2025- February 15th, 2025

Therapies Offered: Mature Therapy, CBT, Expressive therapies, and
mindfulness.

Professional staff and specialized curriculum, designed to support
teens at risk achieve long-term success in their lives.

Scholarships available.

= info@steppingstones.org.il D www.steppingstones.org.il IE} +972 52-452-1149




SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Parshat Lech Lecha opens with Hash-
em’s instruction to Avram to leave behind
his ancestral homeland and depart for the
Land of Israel. It is in this Land that he will
become a great nation, be blessed and his
name will become great. Rashi explains
that in addition to Avram’s name becoming
greatly recognized for his accomplishments,
that there is more being alluded to in the
words- V’Agadla Shemecha- and your name
will be great.

W DY MN POM I R NPT T
,DN7IR PN INON DR JAY YWY TYW
DTN YW PIDR TNID N1 N2 DN

And this is the meaning of and I will make
your name great. I will add a letter to your
name, for until now, your name was Avram.
From now on your name will be Avraham,
and Avraham equals 248, corresponding to
the parts of the human body.

So according to Rashi, when Hashem
promises Avram that his name will become
great, it is an allusion to the fact that Hashem
will add an additional letter to Avram’s
name and he will be known from then on
as Avraham, and that the numerical value
of his new name corresponds the parts of
the human body. How are we to understand
this interpretation offered by Rashi? What
is the significance of Avraham’s, new,”great
name” corresponding to the parts of the
human body?

In a fascinating teaching, the Avodat
Elazar,the Kozshnitzer Rebbe zy’a, explains
that when we first are introduced to Avram,
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
PROGRAM DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL CENTER

his name connotes that he is the Av Ram- he
is the “father” if you will, of teaching the
world about Romemut Hashem - that there
is one G-d who exists above and beyond this
world. However, as he enters into Eretz Yis-
rael, his understanding of our relationship to
Hashem evolves to become more complete as
reflected in the promise V’Agadla Shemecha
your name will become great. His new name
Avraham which corresponds in gematria, to
all the various parts which come together to
form a complete human being, represents the
transformation to a more complete spiritual
clarity. Avraham ceases to teach the world
solely about Romemut Hashem- but also begins
to teach the world about Gadlut Hashem- the
greatness of G-d.

The Rebbe explains further, that the term
Gadlut- greatness can only be measured
when an item is placed near something that
is smaller or less than the item that is gadol.
So too, Avraham’s new name represents a
spiritual evolution in Avraham’s own under-
standing of his relationship with Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, which he begins to share with
the entire world.

The name Avram- marks the beginning of
his spiritual journey, teaching others about
the one G-d who exists beyond our world,
however the more sophisticated under-
standing, represented by his new name
Avraham, represents a transition where
he begins to teach the world that Hashem
is paradoxically also gadol - Hashem is great
and imminently present in our lives, even as



His presence remains beyond our physical
capacity to see or grasp.

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us merit to heed
this powerful teaching from the Rebbe of
Kozshnitz, and work to embrace the paradox
that represents a more complete, heightened
spiritual awareness, that though Hashem may
be physically beyond us here in this world,
His great presence is indeed imminent and
here with us, in each and every moment.

)\ BeerTziporapah- 13
\* Bottled Water Gemacly | '/j

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!

She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
2095 NY NN

ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

JERUSALEM

FOR SALE IN GUSH ETZION:

ALON SHVUT

Only 20 min. from Jerusalem, 6 room garden apartment,

~150 sqm, private entrance, no steps, perfect condition,
Great potential, Building rights for additional 90sqm.,

central, quiet & desired neighborhood, near green parks

& playgrounds, central synagogue, “Yeshivat Har Etzion”,
community services, clinics, kindergarten, minimarket

and more. Exclusive! Sigalit 053-6302548

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:

MAGNIFICENT PRIVATE HOUSE
IN THE GERMAN COLONY
Beautiful, rare Arab-style 6-room “stand alone” house,
217 sq.m. on a large plot, 500 sq.m beautiful surrounding
garden, original floors, high ceilings, quiet,
pastoral location, minutes walk from Emek Refaim
shops and restaurants, Orient hotel, First Station
and more. Exclusive! Nava 053-6642512

IN CLASSICAL BEIT-HAKEREM
(BRACHYAHU ST).

Sunny 4-room apt., green surroundings, small build-
ing, sukkah terrace, great potential! Quiet yet central
location: near commercial center, quality schools, light
rail, synagogue, Shaare Zedek medical center. Exclusive!

Anat 053-6725042

3 Moshe Hess St., Jerusalem
0778038511
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GEULAS YISRAEL
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The Origin
Story

Jewish history was born thousands of years
ago. In that sacred moment, Hashem forged
an eternal covenant- the Brit Bein Habetarim-
with Avraham, laying the foundation for the
journey of our people and setting the stage
for generations of destiny.

The covenant took shape following an ear-
lier nighttime dialogue between Hashem and
Avraham. Hashem had promised Avraham
that he would father a great nation. Yet at this
point, Avraham remained childless, assuming
that his non-Jewish servant would be his heir.
To reassure him, Hashem guided him outside,
pointing to the heavens. He assured Avraham
that, just as the stars are beyond counting, so
too would his descendants be uncountable.

In likening Avraham’s children to the stars,
Hashem crafted an analogy between the Jewish
people and celestial lights. We, like stars sus-
pended in perpetual orbit, hover above history,
unaffected by earthly forces. Just as natural
laws governing the earth do not affect the stars,
so too are the Jewish people governed by laws
beyond those that shape other nations. Our
history is distinct, transcendent, and eternal.

This starry promise soothed Avraham’s
worries, and the Torah registers his quiet
acceptance.

NPTXY NAWN” N2 PRRM
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FROM CHILDREN TO LAND

At this stage, the conversation shifted from
Avraham’s descendants to the question of
inheriting the Land of Israel. Twice before,
Avraham had been promised this Land. Upon
his arrival in Israel, Hashem pledged that his
descendants would inhabit it. After Lot’s
hasty departure, the promise was renewed.
Yet much had changed since those initial
assurances. A brutal war was waged between
powerful empires and ruthless warlords over
the territories of Israel. The promised land
seemed occupied by formidable kingdoms
and entrenched armies. Near Yerushalayim,
a city had formed around a religious center
led by Malki Tzedek, a priest-king. This Land
was neither barren nor abandoned. Instead,
it was fiercely contested by stronger, estab-
lished powers. Avraham could scarcely envi-
sion how he might inherit a Land so firmly
held by powerful rivals.

Confused, he asks Hashem

MYUPRD VIR NN

Avraham’s question to Hashem did not sug-
gest disbelief in the divine promise. Rather, he
was confounded by the seeming improbabil-
ity of such a promise materializing amidst the
harsh realities surrounding him. Avraham
did not doubt Hashem’s intent, power, or
commitment to deliver the Land. Yet, he was
perplexed by the “how” of it: how could such
an improbable event come to pass?

The mighty empires appeared deeply
entrenched, and the forces around him too
formidable to be dislodged. And “when”



would it come to be? Time was slipping by,
and Avraham, advancing in age, saw no sign
that Israel was within reach. It wasn’t disbelief
but rather confusion over a divine assurance
that appeared to defy the present reality.

AN INDIRECT RESPONSE

Unlike His response to Avraham’s earlier
question about having children, Hashem
did not provide a straightforward answer
to this inquiry about Land. While fathering
children was a promise which would be “eas-
ily” attained, the route to settlement in Israel
would be more arduous and bewildering.

In responding to Avraham’s question,
Hashem emphasized two crucial elements
that would shape Jewish history. Firstly,
Hashem cautioned Avraham that the path
to settling Israel would not be smooth:

MY MXN YIIN DX I’V DITIV

“They will be enslaved and oppressed for
four hundred years.” Before receiving Hash-
em’s promised Land, we would descend into
Egypt for centuries of slavery and affliction.
This harsh sentence, perhaps, was a pun-
ishment for the jealousy and betrayal in the
sale of Yosef or for smaller missteps, even by
Avraham himself, including this moment of
questioning (Nedarim 32).

However, the descent to Egypt was not a
single event but a template for Jewish history.
The phrase >21X 171712y’ WX NN DX DX,
particularly the word “D),” which signifies
a recurring phenomenon, suggests that our
people would repeatedly face oppression
from those who oppose Hashem’s presence
in the world, and wage a proxy battle against
His representatives.

INTEGRAL TO OUR MISSION

Our servitude in Egypt though, was not

solely a punishment but is integral to Jewish
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BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new
building, 98m, master suite, storage,
Shabbat elevator, private parking,
balcony, 4,250,000 NIS

ARNOMNA: 5-room apartment, 115m,

master suite, balcony, storage, elevator,
private parking, 4,000,000NIS

KIRYAT SHMUEL: New garden apartment,
98m, garden 50m, master suite, full
accessibility, private parking, 5,400,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 107m,
balcony, extracrdinary view, Shabbat elevator,
fully accessible, private parking, 5,590,000 NIS
ARNONA: New 6 room penthouse, 155m with
a 55m terrace, nice view, Shabbat elevator,

2 parking spaces, storage, 5,175,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON: 6 room garden apartment,
160m surrounded by greenery and very quiet,
200m garden, parking, storage, 7,000,000NIS
KIRYAT SHMUEL: New 4 room penthouse,

125m, 105m terrace, master suite, full
accessibility, private parking, 13,500,000 NIS

mission. We are tasked with inspiring human-
ity to higher monotheistic and moral ground,
yet no one enjoys “disrupters” who challenge
prevailing complacency and convention.
The road of Jewish destiny—and the journey
toward dwelling in the Land of Israel—would
be fraught with hardship and strain, part of
our nation’s timeless calling. Only after endur-
ing a harsh and painful exile in Egypt would
we receive Israel. Furthermore, this exile
would serve as a template for Jewish history,
foreshadowing future cycles of persecution.
IT BEGINS IN ISRAEL
Additionally, Hashem informed Avraham
that adversity would not begin in Egypt. The
phrase Dn% XY ¥IX2 V77 7?7 73 does not
refer solely to Egyptian servitude but rather
to the struggles within the Land of Israel
itself. Though the concluding phrase of 07
DIMN 1PV points to persecution and slavery
OU ISRAEL CENTER 55



in Egypt, the earlier phrase of 9% i 0
N7 X2 captures the struggle to establish
Jewish presence in the land of Israel itself.
The struggle of Jewish history would arise
immediately, in the effort to inhabit a Land
divinely promised to us. From the outset, we
would face opposition from those who sought
to deny Hashem’s children their rightful place
in His chosen Land.

Throughout Sefer Bereshit, even before
Egyptian oppression, and despite our fore-
fathers often finding favor among the local
inhabitants, our presence in the Land of
Israel was fiercely contested. Avraham could
barely secure a small plot to bury Sarah.
Yitzchak’s repeated attempts to dig wells
and cultivate the land were met with hos-
tility. And after a twenty-year exile in Aram
Naharaim, Yaakov returned to face Esav and
his 400 mercenaries, escaping that threat only
to confront the aftermath of his daughter’s
abduction by local chieftains.

Each of our Avot recognized that the chal-
lenge encapsulated in the phrase 9yt 7 0
DNY XY ¥IX2 had already begun during their
lifetimes, even while residing within the
borders of Israel. They understood that they
were not yet “owners,” but rather “guests” or
D). Avraham, in his negotiations with the
people of Chevron, identified himself as 9
DONY >IN WM - “I am both a stranger and
a resident.” Yitzchak, instructed by Hashem
to remain in the land during a famine, was
told DTN ¥ IR M - to “sojourn” in Israel as a
visitor, and he immediately encountered local
resistance to his attempts to settle. Similarly,
Yaakov, upon returning to the Land, humbly
remarked, >n1) 2% DY - acknowledging that
even after years in Aram, he had not estab-
lished a permanent home in Israel.
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We are currently living through this nar-
rative of Sefer Bereshit. Though we have
physically returned to our Land, we still
struggle for recognized sovereignty over it.
Sefer Bereishit is alive in 2024, we are living
its story and conducting its struggles.
FORFEIT

The second crucial point Hashem conveyed
to Avraham was the timing of full inheritance
of the Land. It would not occur in Avraham’s
lifetime, nor in that of his children or grand-
children, but rather in the fourth generation.
Only after the sins of the indigenous locals
reached their tipping point could his descen-
dants fully inherit the Land.

7N TY IMIND DY DO KD °D

At that time, the sins of the inhabitants
would have reached such depths that they
would forfeit their right to live in Israel.

Our claim to the Land of Israel rests upon
the surrender of other nations, for only when
those who dwell here relinquish their aspi-
rations can ours firmly take root. Hashem’s
Land, too spiritually delicate, cannot bear the
heavy burden of sin and corruption. When
its inhabitants stain and pollute this sacred
soil, they relinquish their hold on the Land
of Israel. Only a people devoted to holiness
can inhabit a realm that knows no tolerance
for evil.

Soon after receiving this information,
Avraham witnessed it unfolding before his
eyes. The twin cities of Sodom and Gomor-
rah were eradicated from the map of Israel.
Their crimes were severe, yet they would not
have warranted annihilation had they existed
elsewhere. Their sins paled in comparison
to those of the generation of the Flood. Yet,
they were consumed in a hail of fire, for
the Land of Israel could not endure their



immoral ways. The tragic saga of Sodom and
Gomorrah serves as a poignant reminder that
this sacred land does not permit the stain of
immorality to persist.

The journey to settle Israel is a historical
process in which all other nations reveal
themselves unworthy of living on this Land
and we are summoned to create a society
of godliness and morality under Hashem’s
watchful gaze.

This process continues today. The local
inhabitants have proven themselves inca-
pable of inhabiting the Land. This soil
cannot absorb murder, rape, the burning of
innocents, death chants, and the revelry in
innocent bloodshed. Gradually, their grip on
the Land is weakening, just as the Emorites
lost theirs thousands of years ago.

Jewish history unfolds in cycles. What has
happened before unfolds anew. We hope this
current cycle is drawing to its end. We pray to
Hashem to witness the heresy and immorality
of those who still occupy His Land. We plead
for Him to remove them and replace them
with His people. And we ask for His help in
our own struggle—to transform ourselves
from mere strangers into those who will
eternally dwell in the Land of God. m

H OU Press is honored to partner
smapais with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his
new volume in Hebrew regarding
the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch
Hahastara). This remarkable book is

also available in English, “Dark Clouds
Above, Faith Below”

- Rabbi Taragin’s newest sefer entitled

WSl “Reclaiming Redemption Deciphering
] the Maze of Jewish History (Mosaica)”
I is now available at:

www.reclaimingredemption.com
N and in bookstores.

S
GabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

New Project In The Heart of The German Colony!
78-164 SQM apts., 3-5 rooms, succah balcony, Shabbat
elevator, parking, high end finishes! Contact for more infa!

Just Listed! 85 SQM, 3 room garden apariment, high
ceilings, lots of charm, 30 SQM garden, private entrance,
small building, great location, excellent potentiall

Historical House On The Best Street In The German
Colony! 600 SQM Lot, 500 SQM Built, 316 SQM Private
Garden,12 rooms, 5.5 baths, parking! Contact for infiol

Just Listed! Renovated 100 SQM Apartment, 4 Rooms
1.5 bathrooms, large succah balcony facing the view,
small building, excellent investmeant! Contact for more info

New On The Market! 47 SQM, 3 Rooms, 1 bathroom,
renovated, furnished, accessible, modern building post
Tama 38! Near Emek Refaim! Asking: 5,600 NIS

Just Listed! 85 SQM, 4 rooms, 2 bathroams, 1st floor,
small building, balcony. Located on the border of the
German Colony, close to Emek. Asking: 8,500 NIS/Month

Efrat
House In The Zayit
Just Listed! On One Of The Best Streets In The Zayit!
American style house 500 SQM, 10 Rooms, B Beds, 6

Baths, Parking, Garden, well-kept! Contact us for info!

Yehuda Hamaccabi St., Zayit

Just Listed! Garden apartment near the new mall and
future pool! 100 SQM. large garden, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths,
building elevatar, lots of parking. Contact For More Infa!

Hate'ena Street, Efrat

New Price! Spacious garden apartment! 187 SQM all on

one level plus a balcony facing the view, 6 beds, 3 baths

Excellent Condition, safe room! Contact For More Infol
Yaniv: 052.614.1442 | |

- Yan yairealestate.com i-' .
=
I

Elia: 052.862.9208 |

Eliagabai@gmail.com
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

Renewal in
Every Stride

HAFTORAH - YESHAYAHU 40:27 - 41:16
NDYINYP DWID 1IN DY NDIDYN N )
20Y” ND) 1092wy
But they who trust in Hashem shall renew
their strength, they raise wing as eagles, they
run and do not become tired; they shall
march and not grow faint.
Yeshayahu’s words in the Haftorah paint
a picture of Hashem’s unfailing support for
those who trust in Him. But why does he use
the term N2 2’ - “exchange” or “transform”
strength - rather than the more straightfor-
ward N> 1My, “give strength”? And what’s the
significance of flying, running, and walking?
The Malbim explains that there are two
distinct types of exhaustion: 7’V refers to
physical exhaustion which is replenished
through rest and nourishment while y»
is mental and psychological exhaustion.

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN

|r|rq‘__-—l—\-.\
i Jermesid

INITIATIVE

Relieving this fatigue requires emotional
and psychological renewal, often found in
self-encouragement, spiritual connection and
community support.

Yeshayahu’s message is steadying and time-
less: there are times when we cannot fly or
even run, yet we must continue forward, even
if only by foot. Hashem renews our strength
to fit each moment, helping us to walk when
we cannot soar. By pairing running with
overcoming mental exhaustion and walk-
ing with overcoming physical exhaustion,
Yeshayhu understands and underscores
that our journey may be challenging and
even overwhelming, but Hashem is with
us at every step. During these difficult and
painful times, we may find ourselves walking,
with no strength to run or fly. We should find
strength knowing that putting one foot in
front of the other is still moving forward. m

Over 1600 audio and video shiurim
for listening and downloading

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

14 sqm balcony.

Shabbat elevator.

Amenlities include double-covered 4
parking, storage room, large kitchen,
and living room. Exquisite building,

For sale: Beautiful apartment at

29 Golomb St, Raanana, 3rd floor.

Features 4 rooms (2 bedrooms), fLaE
spacious master bedroom, 100 sgqm +

- ]
E——
#ME Hazd

Call ._?.érrirsgﬁ’: '
054-2121437
] gy ' '3 -
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YOUR PROBLEM IS OUR TASK

until you receive the benefits to which you’re entitled!

. Special department

From now on, Special to help you receive
we’re the address department all of your benefits from
for tax refunds Ministry of Construction

for you to receive ShdlHetsing

medical benefits.

=

\ )
1-700-500-851 C/

02-6525332 TINID7 1IN

The successful way to get Bituach Leumi

Orlarefua @ gmail % Com and Public Housing benefits




RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS

RAV, THE JERUSALEM SH

BAKA, JERUSALEM

Rav Kook:
Love for All
Humanity

For almost two thousand years the expe-
rience of the Jew living in foreign lands,
often being brutally persecuted, left us with
little opportunity to interact
positively with our gentile
neighbors.

Rav Kook sensed that things
would dramatically shift with
the Jewish people’s return
home. With autonomy and a
renewed sense of self-actual-
ization, we as a people could
finally fulfill one of our most
exalted aspirations. Namely,
to take responsibility for healing the world.

The goal to be a guiding light to all the
nations was a mission first articulated by God

q
THE APPLIANCE DOCTOR Y
SHLOMO ROSHGADOL »,
After serving the Baltimore community for over 30 years,
| have relocated to Israel and am ready to repair all
your major home appliances.
Allbrands, American and European.

In Jerusalemn, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh and everywhere in between.
Service within 24 hours. 058-558-2630
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to the founders of our faith: Avraham and
Sarah. This mission was conveyed to them in
a most dramatic way, with a change to their
Very names.

AVRAHAM AND SARAH

The Talmud (Berachot 13a) elucidates
Avraham’s and Sarah’s change of name. Their
original name Avram and Sarai were a reflec-
tion of the fact they functioned as leaders for
their own community. The addition to their
names symbolized a significant transition.
Wi They were to go beyond their
~+ own cohort and expand their
concern to ‘a multitude of
nations.

Rav Kook comments that
it is natural for a person to
be nationalistic. In the same
way that we express a nat-
ural love for our immediate
family we also feel bound
to the people of the nation.
However, Avraham and Sarah attained a
spiritual level in which they perceived that
true love and devotion cannot remain limited
to one’s peers. Authentic care and concern
for others is boundless. It stretches to all of
humanity. (Ain Aya, Berachot 1:174)

In this same passage the Talmud makes the
assertion that uttering the name of Avraham
using the original format (Avram) is a serious
transgression. Rav Kook explains that the
wrongdoing is not only uttering the wrong
name. To regard Avraham as being only
‘Avram’ is a failure to appreciate and give



voice to the grand vision of a Jewish people’s
singular role in bringing God’s wisdom and
the Torah’s inspiration to every nation. (Ain
Aya, Berachot 1:176)

AVRAHAM IMPACTS THE NATIONAL SCENE

One of the very first episodes the Torah
reports concerning the life of Avraham was
his role in impacting the larger society that
surrounded him. He, together with his small
group of armed disciples, entered into battle.
Avraham makes a monumental contribution
on the world stage. After the victory the King
of Sodom offers him the spoils of war. Avra-
ham responds by saying that he refuses to
take anything, “not even a thread or shoe
string” (Bereshit 14:23).

The Talmud (Chullin 88b) notes that as
reward for having refused to accept the
thread and shoe strap, Avraham’s progeny
would receive two mitzvot: the thread of
blue of tzitzit and the strap of tefillin. What
is the meaning of this teaching beyond the
similarity in items? Rabbi Moshe Taragin
suggested that the tzitzit and tefillin are
public displays of the uniqueness of the
Jew. Both are traditionally worn all day and
are in prominent view by others. Although
Avraham had boldly made his impact in the
larger society, he was not to waver from a
distinct way of life that was unique to the Jew.

Finding the right balance between the
Jewish people’s inwardness and her role
in impacting humanity is highlighted in
another memorable episode in the life of
Avraham. Rashi in the opening of Parshat
Vayera takes note of the fact that the name
of the place where Avraham underwent his
circumcision is specified. The Torah does not
usually mention specific sites. Additionally
we already know from earlier in the Torah’s

Amuki

Experience luxury in Rechavia with this
exquisite 400 m?2 house featuring 9
bedrooms, 7 bathrooms, and a private
rooftop with an open pool. Enjoy
seamless access with private elevator
and a state-of-the-art kitchen equipped
for a chef.

Elegant interiors and top-of-the-line
furnishings make this home move-in
ready. Additional perks include
underground parking for two cars and a
storage room.

Rent for $20,000/month with a
minimum one-year lease. Contact us for
a private video tour.

Ruth Abrahami - 054-8070677 02-5638221

www.zimuki.com

text ( Bereshit 14:16) that Avraham’s home
was in the plains of Mamre.

Rashi explains that the location is given
because it was Mamre who had given
[encouragement] advice regarding the cir-
cumcision. Therefore God honored Mamre
by appearing to Avraham on his land.

Rav Kook wonders why Avraham would
need encouragement to fulfill a command of
the Almighty. Could it be that Avraham, God’s
faithful servant, entertained doubts whether
he should fulfill God’s will? Why did Avraham
find this trial more challenging than many
others he overcame? Rav Kook answered that
Avraham was afraid that if he circumcised
himself, people would no longer be drawn
to seek him out. The unique sign of milah
would set Avraham apart from other people.
People would avoid seeking his instruction.

Therefore, this directive disturbed
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Avraham. It seemed to negate the very goal
of his life’s vision - bringing the entire world
to recognize “the name of God, Lord of the
Universe” (Bereshit 21:33).

Mamrei advised Avraham to heed the word
of God. There was a divine plan not to be
questioned. It was necessary to nurture the
sanctity of the Jewish people. The elevation
of the world will come specifically through
the uniqueness of Israel and the light it will
spread to all people (Midbar Shor, p. 197).
DARKNESS AND THE NEW LIGHT OF DAY

It is most noteworthy that Rav Kook, in his
landmark commentary on aggadot of the
Talmud, opens by addressing the unique
role that the Jewish people play among the
other nations.

The topic of the first Mishna in all of Shas
discusses the obligation to recite the Shema
both morning and night. The text of the
mishna reads that the exact timing of the
night corresponds to the time that the Kohen
would enter his home to eat terumah (the
kohen’s portion). It seems peculiar to associ-
ate the night time reading of the Shema with
a curious law related to the Kohen.

Rav Kook exquisitely explains that there
is deep symbolism. The night represents the
long dark exile of the Jew. In the gloom of
the Jewish people’s experience of life they
were forced to conduct his holy service in
private. Jewish life was focused inward with
the emphasis on our spiritual survival and
prevailing as a people. The Shema recited
at night characterizes this mode of Jewish
expression.

The new day with the appearance of light
represents the Jewish people returning to her
Land. In a redemptive era the Jew no longer
needs to cower and keep out of sight. The
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Kohen’s daily sacred service is done publicly.
A full spectrum of people were invited to
gather in that sacred setting of the Temple -
Jew and non-Jew alike. Reciting the day time
Shema is intended to be a call that is heard
beyond the confines of our own people - all
humankind is summoned to recognize and
acknowledge one God and the Torah’s moral-
ity and light.
A SPIRITUAL REVIVAL

In his inimitable fashion Rav Kook writes
in his classic work Orot, how the rebirth of
Israel in her ancient Land will bring universal
blessing to the world. Not only the Jew, but all
mankind will become more conscious of the
radiance of God and His light in the world:

“Our spiritual revival signifies a universal
cultural ideological renaissance and reform:
all life will sparkle with joy at Israel’s
rebirth, all religion will don new raiments,
shed its soiled garments and attain robes
of glory...Avraham’s enhanced universal
blessing will pervade our revival of Eretz
Yisrael.” (Orot, p. 17) ®

5 [ Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent

OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
Aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.

Twc.n‘floor single family
232 m2, large yard, 9 bed

beautiful scenery

In'the,center of Dolev ’lll""‘"'w‘; '

near-Modi.e‘iAn :
Yedidya 052-4846329%
edariel@gmail.co
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Visit The Nefesh B'Nefesh
Israel Calendar to explore English-language events
taking place all over the country!

The Israel Calendar is an online platform showcasing virtual and in-person English-speaking
programming throughout the country. All events posted on the calendar are designed for Olim
seeking to connect with like-minded Anglos while benefiting from English-oriented events.

www.theisraelcalendar.org

Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your program
with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

Join us for a cozy Hebrew- S/
learning session at our next @\7/@

Cafe Oleh session! @
VIRTUAL WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/CAFE-OLEH =



RAV DANIEL MANN

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE 4K
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I was saved from a dangerous
situation and was advised to make a seudat
hodaya. One of the people I would most want
to take part is my daughter-in-law (=dil), but
she is in aveilut for a parent. Is it permitted
for her to come, and if not, may I invite her
anyway and leave it up to her, or perhaps
delay the seuda until after her aveilut?

We will take a brieflook at the
Halacha and also the personal side.

The prohibition on simcha for an avel is
most severe during shiva, but the gemara
(Moed Katan 22b) says that an avel for a
parent may not go to a wedding for twelve
months. The gemara struggles with a cat-
egory of happy social interaction called
simchat merei’ut (of friendship), and the
halacha is that it is forbidden for twelve
months (Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 391:2).

Two main parameters are crucial on rul-
ing in various cases. 1. How festive is the
event? 2. How important is it for the avel
to be there? Weddings are the pinnacle of
festivity, yet an avel can go to his child’s wed-
ding because a proper wedding is unfeasible
without him (see Rama ibid.). The Rama
(ibid.) cites a machloket about taking part in
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the seuda of a brit and pidyon haben (consid-
ered low-intensity celebrations) in which the
avel is not a principal. The Rama concludes:
“The custom is to not eat at any meal in the
world for the whole twelve months, if it is
outside the house.”

There is a machloket about taking part in
a seudat siyum. The Shach (YD 246:27) says
that an avel during the twelve months may
take part in it (see also Gesher Hachayim
I, 22:2:6). The Beit Lechem Yehuda (to YD
391:2) says he may only do so if he is making
the siyum, and the Chochmat Adam (166:2) is
skeptical about permissibility in light of the
Rama’s minhag. I did not find discussion of
a seudat hodaya, but it is parallel to a siyum
in that they are optional seudot mitzvah (see
Living the Halachic Process VI,H-3) that are
not particularly time sensitive (see Shach
ibid.) and are done in a not overly festive
manner.

Since, based on the above, it is legitimate
for your dil to take part in the seuda, there
is nothing intrinsically wrong with inviting
her. Even if the stricter opinion is more
accepted in her environs, if she believes
her parent would want her to be lenient,
this is an important factor (see Shach, YD
344:9). There are ways for your dil to take
part even if she is generally machmira. Since
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the main problem is joint celebratory eating
rather than assembling with others (see
Tosafot, Moed Katan 22b), she can be there
for mingling and for the words of Torah
and thanks (if there is not music playing).
Another possibility, which allows even eat-
ing, is for the avel to have a (real) job at the
event (see Gesher Hachayim ibid.). On the
other hand, whatever is being considered,
you should stress to her that you do not
want her to alter her practice in this aspect
of kibbud av va’em in order to honor you
(this is important general advice regarding
in-laws).

You have no outright obligation to make
a seudat hodaya, and there are other ways
to thank Hashem (including tzedaka and
adopting laudable practices, while stating
that it is bli neder). Since there is no strict
time limit, it can make sense under the right
circumstances to put off the seuda for weeks
or a couple months so that your dil can take
part normally, considering her centrality.

However, in most healthy relationships,
it is not expected that an avel’s limitations
should change the broader family’s life in a
major way. (Depending on family size and
sensitivity of its members, it can sometimes
even be unwise). “Bending over backward”
to make sure the avel does not miss things
can also sometimes put pressure on the avel
to take part when they do not feel comfort-
able doing so. We would generally say that
open communication and avoiding subtle
pressure on the avel is the best way to go

about it from your perspective. Hopefully
your dil will reciprocate with full under-
standing if it makes sense for you to go
ahead with a seudat mitzvah that she may
choose not to take (full) part in.

Having a dispute?

9 For a Din Torah in English
ah) or Hebrew contact:
- -
=y Eretz Hemdah-Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
« No longer want?
« No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?

1 can guarantee that if you qualify with the
underwriting process | can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

V Flying Soon? PR
Travel with Confidence (==;
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <YM

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001
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Dear OU Parenting,

My 14 year old daughter just started
high school and I'm not sure how
involved I should still be in her life.
She seems to need a lot of space.

JL.

DearJ.L,,

When a child moves into adolescence
there are so many changes. It’s great that
you are aware and acknowledging these
challenges. It is a time when they begin
to look more like an adult, have stronger
opinions and are forming a strong sense of
self. One of the more challenging aspects
of this adjustment is learning how to deal
with a teenagers’ new found independence.
Parents tend to ask themselves how much
parenting and guidance is now necessary or
acceptable for a 14 year old. Especially for
parents dealing with a first adolescent this
can be daunting. On one hand you want to be
a responsible parent and on the other hand
you don’t want to be overbearing. You want
to give your child the space to grow, mature,
and become responsible and capable without
choking their process.

Here are a few basic guidelines to keep in
mind while finding your footing. A parents’
primary responsibility is to keep their child
safe and healthy. While accompanying your
66 TORAH TIDBITS 1586 / LECH LECHA
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new adolescent on her journey to adulthood,
make sure you keep those guidelines in mind.
However old your child is, you’re still the
parent. Knowing where your teenager is at
all times, knowing who they are with and
deciding what time they are to be home are
basic considerations. As your child moves
into middle teenage years it’s important to
involve her in the discussion regarding rules
and boundaries. It may mean that parents
compromise on a later curfew as long as the
child calls to update parents where they are.
This also allows the child to take on some
responsibility of their own. Coordinating
expectations makes things clear and leads
to less arguments.

Every parent is different and can decide
how strict or lenient to be with their teen-
ager but strong boundaries and guidelines
are essential in keeping your child safe and
secure. It sends them the message that you
care and you’re confident in your role. In a
teenager’s often chaotic life — especially these
days, when parents show understanding of
their struggle yet stay committed to being
involved, it indeed makes them feel more
secure.

Along with setting boundaries it’s import-
ant to be available when they are ready to
share and discuss. Then you become a clear
and important voice in the midst of their con-
fusion. Even if you can’t solve their issue you
can listen and become an anchor for them.

If you find that you’ve overstepped your
bounds every once in a while or didn’t follow



up as you should’'ve, forgive yourself and
keep practicing. As long as you’re coming
from a place of wanting to connect to your
child and keep her safe the message is clear.
You care!

It’s a dance, a balance and a skill like any-
thing else that will improve over time.

Be”hatzlacha

Feel free to send in any parenting questions you
may have to parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be
changed to preserve anonymity).

Michal Silverstein has a MS in educational psychology
and counseling. She facilitates parenting workshops in
and around Jerusalem and maintains a private practice.

Parenting Guidance
with Michal Silverstein msc

skills to help you navigate

. Receive support and practical
your parenting struggles.

Email for more info: michal613@yahoo.com

RETIRE EARLY OR LA -
ME HELP YOU MAKE THAT C|

~ AS A US TAXPAYER, DO YOU -
KNOW WHERE YOU CAN INVEST?

lﬁ%‘fw UNCERTAIN OF
HOW TO HANDLE THAT NEW
INHERITANCE? +
AARON FROLICH, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER
LICENSED INVESTMENT ADVISOR +972-54-320-8077
aaron@yreenpeakadvisors.com | www.greenpeakadvisors.com
AN srsnpaa sovisons M

CFP

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-51061

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

ISRAEL'S REAL ESTATE
MATCHMAKER

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THE
RETURN OF OUR HOSTAGES AND
THE SAFETY OF OUR SOLDIERS

BAKA - GREAT DEAL!

New construction, 3 bedrooms,
modern & bright. Elevator,
parking & large storage.
W4.2M / $1.1M
FRENCH HILL
Renovated 3 bedroom apartment.

Excellent location, close walk to the
tram! Just bring your bags.
Great investment- M2.98M / $790K

OLD CITY
3 bedrooms, sukkah, prime location in
the Jewish Quarter. For renovation.
M4.5M / $1.19M
BEIT SHEMESH
6 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2
balconies, gorgeous views, garden.
m4.8M / $1.27M
OLD ARNONA
4 bedroom, garden duplex, private
entrance, parking & storage.
W8.5M / $2.24M
MUSRARA
Magnificent Arab house with a

private studio. Close walk to the
Old City - W7.5M / $1.98M

7254 4415704 ©

mBashRealEstate.com § @ =
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Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

Shagririm
Asks

Bianca asks: I found my friend a good
match where the personality and values
are in alignment. However, the guy has
been married previously and my friend is
nervous to date someone who’s divorced.
Do you think that this is something that she
should be concerned about and if not, how
can I encourage her to go out with him?

Aleeza Answers: Everyone comes to a
relationship with things we like and also
things we don’t prefer. In this case, it is
clear that divorce is something your friend
doesn’t prefer, and it’s understandable that
she’s uncomfortable dating a man who’s
been divorced. That being said, divorce is
increasingly common these days for many
reasons and is not necessarily an indication
of something negative or problematic.

What I’'ve noticed about men who have

Beautiful home for Sale on

Dolev Street in Ramat Bet Shemesh

3 bedrooms, 2 porches,
3 bathrooms, private entrance,
beautifully designed mint condition

At Marrone Management & Real Estate we are here
to help you find your dream property and guide you
through the whole process, headache free.
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gone through divorce is that they often have
a stronger awareness of what a relationship
entails and are willing to put in the effort
required to establish a healthy, successful
relationship. They have taken the time to
evaluate what worked and what didn’t work,
and have more clarity around what they’re
looking for in a partner. And they have typi-
cally done some real self-reflection, perhaps
even therapy, and are emotionally ready for
the commitment of marriage. Overall, I find
that there are benefits of dating someone
divorced.

At the same time, we can’t ignore your
friend’s discomfort with this match sugges-
tion. I've observed that many people start
their dating journey declining suggestions
like this one and after dating for a while,
they start to reconsider. If your friend is at
an early dating stage, she might be more
apprehensive about saying yes to a man
who’s divorced.

I recommend telling her that you're not
asking her to change her opinion on dating
divorced men in general, but that you’re
asking her whether she’d consider going
on a date with this specific man just to see
if he might be someone she’d like to get to
know better. If you know him well enough
to vouch for his character, share that with
her—your trust in him should offer her
some reassurance. And if she’s still not open
to it at all, table it and revisit the conversa-
tion in several months.

Shagririm Bajey,

et setng uptien®®



Ultimately, respecting her final decision
is important. And if he’s not for her, I hope
you find him another wonderful woman
instead. m

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

" g

Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

(=13

[8] en.shagririm.org.il
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SOUCHT-AFTER WOLFSON TOWERS |M AVIA, 110 SOM MNET.,
STUNNING VIEWS, 4.5 ROOMS, WELL-KEPT, COVERED PARKING

effice@centurylljerusalem. com
www.century2ijerusalem.com
2 David Marcus St., Jerusalem
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CENTURY 21 5

PREMIUM

MOVING & STORAGE

MAXIsBOX

Logistics & storage

Premiummoving.co.il @ 053-7272-815 (9
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Give us a call.
We are here to help.

CROSSROADS professional 3
SocialWorkers arehere to offer, &&;
therapy to teens and young
adultsto helpithem navigate
life's challenges.

CALL Us: (@) +972 02-624-6265 @ +97

—~—

CROSSROADS

111

2 050-868-9207

e . AN r.
(@crossroadsjerusalem ) crossroadsjerusalem.org g Yaffo 34, Jerusalem

YOU WANT TO BUY IN ISRAEL |
& WE HAVE AFFORDABLE PROPERTIES ’

23 YouTube B ey

How To Buy
Webinar

IL: 972.52.682.9367
info@keteradvisors.com

NETANYA

New - 4 Bedrooms From 6.05M NIS
with Sauna, Pool, Gym, Pool, Shul
Resale - 4 Bedrooms From 4.4M NIS
with Gym, pool, Social Room

New - 4 Bedrooms From 3.9M NIS
with Gym, Social Room,

New - 4 Bedrooms From 3.05M NIS
with Sukkah Balcony

Renovated - 3 Bedrooms 3.4M NIS
with closed sea view balcony & is a
completely new apartment - must see
New - 3 Bedrooms 3.42M NIS

with sea views, Amazing Location

4

USA: 786.385.8859
www.keteradvisors.com

BAT YAM

Garden Apartment
2 Bedrooms - 3.2 MNIS

Penthouse w/Pool
200 square meter apartment - 7.7M NIS

2 Bedrooms Starting From 2.62M NIS
3 Bedrooms Starting From 3.02M NIS

RBS - RAMAT SHILOH

Duplex 3 floors - Private parking for 1 car
Main apartment is 7 rooms, Bottom floor has
set up for 2 yichdot with potential income of
@ 8000n a month each. Total house is

340 sqm with expansive Garden and pergola.

Asking 6.5M NIS
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1ZZY LEIZEROWITZ
Broker / Owner

o
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JERUSALEM /TALPIOT / ARNONA

New - Large Garden Apartments -

Starting From 5.02M NIS

New - Penthouse - Starting From 6.25M NIS
New -2 Bedrooms - Starting From 2.55M NIS
New - 3 Bedrooms - Starting From 3.58M NIS
New - 4 Bedrooms - Starting From 4.2M NIS

We Do Property Management

- Long-Term Rental Services

- Short-Term Rental Services

- Homeowner Caretaking Services

- Construction Project Monitoring Services




Do you need help
getting your U.S.
high school diploma?

Crossroads offers a

GED

Prep Course

MONDAYS AND
TUESDAYS
6:00PM-8:00PM

For more info and to
register, contact
Leah 052-773-2776
or call our office at
02-624-6265.
Located at
Yaffo 34, Jerusalem

CROSSROADS
@crossroadsjerusalem

www.crossroadsjerusalem.org

SHERLOCKS
Hats For Men And Women

Yaacov,
When is SherlockS
Going To Have
A Summer sale?

What kind of sale
are you looking for?

Hmmm...
How About 40%?

ALL
SUMMER HATS
(AND CAPS)

40%
OFF!

(VALID UNTIL
NOVEMBER 22,2024)

Dorot Rishonim #3, Jerusalem
Tel: 02 563-7155
Website: SherlockSHats.com
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INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER

GUEST DVAR TORAH

MOTHER OF SGT. BINYAMIN HY”D

A Promise is a Promise.
But It Requires Action.

In the year 1948 from creation of the
world, Avraham is born and here in Par-
shat Lech Lecha we are officially introduced
to him by learning of his first test, that of
being sent on his new life journey: ..7> 7
ININ TWN YIND DX, You, Avram, are to leave
all comforts, your birthplace, family and all
that is familiar to you and go to an undis-
closed destination, a Land that I will show
you. There, in that Land, I will bless you and
make you into a great nation.

This parsha is replete with foreshadow-
ing our nation’s plights as well as promises
made to us through Avraham. Every detail
of our parsha shares insight of what is to
come: once Avraham gets to Canaan, he’s
already faced with the obstacle of a famine,
and must leave for Egypt. He comes back up
to Canaan with wealth and cattle.

Avram rises to become a warrior fighting
against the odds to save his nephew Lot, and
is blessed by the king. Most notably, we learn
of the Covenant Between the Parts, 2 1m12
D N2N, where Galut is foretold yet ultimately
Eretz Yisrael will be our eternal heritage. The
parsha continues with the barren couple con-
ceiving Yishmael through Hagar but are also
promised that a son, to be named Yitzchak,
will be born to Avraham and Sarah and stem
the great nation and God’s special bond.

One can look at the parsha and wonder
“Why?” Why such roller coasters? Why the
tests, hardships and difficulties? If Hashem
promises we will be as many as the sand and
stars and the Land will be ours, then why
can’t He just deliver without “going down”
before the big “up”? Why do we need to go
into exile before we are redeemed?

In truth, however, it’s the opposite. How
many of us would have given up on the
“downs in life, had we not been revealed
that there is, in fact, going to be an “up”.
Meaning, it’s these very promises by Hashem
that give the strength to continue.

The lessons in our parsha, at the very start
of humanity, are most encouraging. In every
stage of difficulty, Avraham rises to greater
heights. With every investment of effort and
energy along with his steadfast commitment
to Hashem and his unwavering faith, not only
is Avraham and his family rewarded, but
also are all those who he inspired along his
journey as well as us, present day Am Yisrael.

Ramban teaches us in our parsha: nn 5>
D)2% 2’0 ,MaRY YPRY. Whatever hap-
pened to our forefathers is a portent for
the children. Trial after trial, tribulation
after tribulation, Avraham stays loyal in his
perfect trust and faith. And we, thousands
of years later, are to learn and follow so we



too will reap those rewards and promises.
We invest, we reap.
1NXP? NP2 AYNTI YN

Last week, at the shiva house of Hillel Eli-
yahu Ovadia Hy”d, his father shared that he
was comforted by this as well. He explained
to me that the very fact that they immigrated
to Israel from France, and I from America
are testimony to the fulfillment of Hashem’s
promise to Avraham.

Agreed. We are part of something much
bigger, something much larger than
ourselves.

As Rachel Imenu’s Yahrzeit is approaching
on Mwn X, there’s another promise I hold
on to, awaiting its fulfillment.
VLN DY LI 9 Vi
D27 D2 NIWLMPN WLDIR YIND

(X9 7nr)

“Restrain your voice from weeping...for
there is reward for your accomplishment...
they will return from enemy land...your
children will return to their border.”

Hashem promised that in Rachel’s merit
Israel would be redeemed. Just as she per-
formed acts of kindness to her sister Leah
without letting any jealousy rule, so should
Hashem not be zealous to punish Am Yisrael
for bringing idols into the Mikdash.

Indeed, actions speak louder than words.
noYoY Pw v,

Return our brethren from enemy lands!
Bring our nation Home! D 932.

Avraham and Sarah are the beginning,
leading the way for the rest of humanity.

D°)2% 12’0, MIAX NWYN.

Together they lead a life of tests and
growth, of action, of holding on to faith and
hope, of inspiring and teaching those around
them of Hashem’s Oneness, of following God
to the Land of Israel, and of promises made
through them to the Jewish nation.

May we have the strength to follow in the
path of Avraham and Sarah and thereby be
worthy to see the fulfillment of Hashem’s
promises quickly, in our days. m

The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces,
bereaved families and widows can come for
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org

Gemach for Chiatan and Natll:
Meals for wedding and =
| Sheva Brachotatcost ! '@ 3
Eida Hachareidis Hechsher . O
Tel:052-633-1744 ‘.. |
gadgadood@gmail.com LN '4'1'

PROF. MENACHEM MARCUS , M.D.
BOARD-CERTIFIED RHEUMATOLOGIST

Specializing in Arthritis and Osteoporosis
Ultrasound guided injections for carpal tunnel trigger fingers

Former Head of Rheumotology,
Hackensack University Medical Center (NJ)

PROMPT APPOINTMENTS
60 REHOV DISKIN, JERUSALEM

02-5635-673 WhatsApp + 972-58-563-5673



: Build Your Biz with VO] Nefesh
gﬂﬂ! e) Lesley Kaplan ~ W9)2B'Nefesh

Business Conference

#ILMBizCon

Monday, November 18th, 2024

9.00 a.m. - Cinema City, Nefesh B'Nefesh
17.15 p.m. Campus, Jerusalem
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o .’ $500 raffle prize with entrance ticket - Compliments of Diesenhaus Group Ltd
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FAMILY LEGACY
VIDEOS AND INTERVIEWS

Handcrafted by a Ceramlc Artist y
Resident of the Gaza Envelope Region

:For inquiries

Rachel 0585557277 FI]LI]EES

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

FOLDING
CHAIRS

* STYLE & COMFORT

* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS
« FAST DELIVERY

@® WWW.FOLDEES.CO.IL | & © 058-707-8181

Learn Gemara with the “Brovender Method”

RABBI CHAIM BROVENDER

.....

WEB.LYEBSIC)iVElorg
Masechet Brachot

5pm Israel time
Sunda.y. Tuesda.y, Thursday

Advanced Gemara
Pesachim
5pm Israel time
Moudays and \Vedneadays

1ﬁ w":' \p7 1PE -39 b3
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Lwe, Interactwe, Onlme « Sign up at Web Yeshiva.org/course
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I} ¥ For mare works and books by

& cartoonist. wisit

Netanel Epstein www.netbateps.com

“THE Y FILES

G A ERUSHALAY I

A FUNNY THING HAPPENED THE IT ALL BEGAN WHEN | S0, EQUIPPED WITH A MEGA-

WAS EIGHT YEA ,| | SUPER-FRUITBOWL HELMET
OTHER DAY, VIEWERS... AND HED Dlsztﬂﬁgélill AND MY TECHNOLOBICALLY

AH, JUST AN ORDINARY

\ FRUIT-BOWL, | HEAR YOU SAY? A BOOK ON SPACE- ENHANCED ULTRA-LAZER-
ALAS, ND... RANGERS, UMBRELLA,
Lo ' | MARCHED OUT OF MY F

PARENTS HOUSE, TO PERSUE i
ADVEMTURE...

SHUSH, KID... THIS, VIEWERS, IS & HUCLEUR-
RESISTANT SUPERSONIC ULTRA-

COOL CRASH HELMET FOR THE
MR-BETHI—IEDDI‘S

730 LONG, MOM,
...AND DECIDED TO VWL OFF TO DROP A BOME,
BECOME ONE! 50 DOKT WAIT UP FOR M.

BENTZI' ID YOU TAKE
EARMUFFS?
IT’S -60 DEGREES OUT
THERE
IN... SIBERIA... PROBABLY...

1 WAS VISITING MY PARENTS THE °
OTHER DAY WHEN | CAME ACROSS. .

—
BUT THEN... SIGH... YOU MEAN MY
BENTZI, HONEY! ASTRONAUTICAL HYPER-

I :

YOU FORGOT YOUR
SANDWICHES!

(HARGED DEEP-SPALE
BATTLE RATIONS...?

\ 7 TO INFINITY
AND BEYOND!

YES, INDEED. | PUT TUNA AND
PICKLES IN ONE OF THEM, AND IN

THE OTHER SOME OF THAT LOVELY
CABBAGE SALAD FROM SHABBAT...

- EARMUFFS, MOTHERT! | AM
EMBARKING ON A WORLD-SHATTERINGLY

YES... MOTHER...? MOTHER, THE

UNIVERSE 15 HANGING

RIGHT!
FIVE...FOUR...THREE...

~

VITAL MISSION TO SAVE HUMARITY FROM TWO...0NE... : 0N BY A PROVERBIAL
THE FORCES OF EVIL - YOU REALLY THINK YOU CAN'T GO PINKY FOR ME
THAT AN EARMUFF HERE OR THERE OUT LIKE THAT! T0 ROCKET OFF AND
MAKES MUCH DIFFERENCE? o SAVEIT!

WHAT (RUCIAL PRE-
MISSION CHECKS

HAVE | FAILED
T0 CONDUCT THIS
TIME?

\

IF YOU CATCH A CHILL, DEAR,
I SHALL BE VERY DISPLEASED.
HO EARMUFFS- NO SAVING
HUMANITY!

OH, BE

NTZI!j




PRE-FLIGHT SCUFF-MARKS
REMOVED FROM EARS, AND
EXTRA SAFETY BLANKET
WITH PROTECTIVE BUNNIES
ON IT INSTALLED, TOO...

JUST LODK AT THOSE
SCUFF-MARKS BEHIND
YOUR EARS! TUT TUT!
COME INSIDE AND WASH
AT ONCE!

OH, BENTIZL...!
|/ DID YOU FINISH
YOUR HOMEWORK?!

NOTHING CAN STOP US NOW...!

BUT, MOTHER! THE FUTURE
OF CREATION DEPENDS ON

§ DON'T CARE IF A GIANT SPACE-
OMLETTE IS ABOUT T0 BLAST
THE PLANET INTO OBLIVION WITH

HIGH-CHOLESTEROL-B0MBS, <
YOU'RE COMPLETING THAT ESSAY
. ONRUNNER-BEANS..!

HO, SIMPLE-MINDED CAMERA-KID!

AND THAT, VIEWERS, TAUGHT ME
MUCH ABOUT AVRAHAM AVINU'S FIRST
GREAT TEST:

"0 FROM YOUR LAKD, YOUR BIRTHPLACE

AHD FROM YOUR FATHER'S HOUSE...”
-L-.."'.,ar

LIKE AVRAHAM AVINU, WE EACH HAVE A
UHIGUE MISSION IN LIFE, A SPECIAL WAY OF
SERVING G-D WITH THE TALENTS, QUALITIES
AND INTERESTS THAT EXCITE US AND MAKE
LIS SHINE!

: a . J
RABBI NACHMAN SAYS THAT SOMETIMES ™

THE PEOPLE CLOSEST TO CAN BE ONE OF OUR

BIGGEST DBSTACLES, AS THEY DON'T ALWAYS
APPRECIATE THE IMPORTANCE OF QUR

HHIGUE PATH, AND CAN HOLD US BACK...

T-I OBJIECTION, :
B DUDE! ‘
YOU THINK 6-D'S TEST WAS T0 SEE IF

AVRAHAM COULD MAKE IT OUT OF THE
FRONT DOOR WITHOUT SOMEONE
ALLING HIM BACK?! GIMME A BREAK. ..

DETACHING FROM FRIENDS® AND ™5
FAMILY'S OPINION, IN ORDER TO GET

OUT THERE AND SHINE OUR UNIQUE
LIGHT IN THIS WORLD -

T0 BE SURE OF YOURSELF, BUT
{  WITHOUT OFFENDING OR
DISRESPECTING THEM IN THE
SLIGHTEST - IS A BIG TES“[!_.,!J

AND AS THE WATVOM THAT STEMS FROM AVRAHAM AVINU, WE HAVE
OUR UNIQUE GODLY GOAL TO SAVE THE WORLD, AND WE, TOD, MUST
ALWAYS REMEMBER NOT TO LET OUR "BIG FREINDS” SWAY US
FROM WHAT IS RIGHT FOR US, EITHER!"

THANK YOU, DARLING! HOW |
MUST GO OUT TO SAVE THE
WORLD THROUGH THE POWER
OF MY MINCHA!

GREAT EPISODE, BEWTZ!
WELL DOME, HONEY!

("oH, BENTZI!

DETAIN ME NOT, WOMAN!
FOR THOUGH | LOVE AND
RESPECT THEE ENDLESSLY,
THE INSURMOUNTABLE
IMPORTANCE OF MY
PRAYER MEANS | MUST
VENTURE FORTH OM MY
OWN PATH OF...

OH... RIGHT...
THE CAR KEYS...




TORAH 4 TEENS

CARMELLE MILLER
MADRICHA
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LECH LECHA: PERSONAL GROWTH
AND MORAL RESPONSIBILITY ARE
NOT MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE

In Parashat Lech Lecha, God’s command to
Abraham to “go forth from your land” is more
than a physical journey, it is an existential
quest. Rav Kook interprets Lech lecha as a
directive to seek out our deepest selves, to
journey toward our truest potential.

Abraham is not merely leaving a location
but transcending limitations of identity,
culture, and place, moving toward a fuller
realization of divine purpose. For Rav Kook,
each individual is thus called to “go forth”
from the confines of habit and convention,
moving toward the infinite possibilities of
the soul.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks offers a comple-
mentary yet expansive vision. He argues
that Abraham’s journey establishes the
foundation of a moral society, one where
individuals are bound by a covenant that
holds them accountable not only to God but
to one another. For Rabbi Sacks, Abraham’s
journey sets a precedent: personal growth
must serve the collective good. It’s a reminder
that spiritual elevation does not isolate us;
rather, it commits us to a greater moral
responsibility toward humanity.

Together, Rav Kook and Rabbi Sacks por-
tray Abraham’s journey as both a personal
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quest and a societal mission. As we “go forth,”
inspired by their teachings, we are invited to
seek inward growth that propels us outward,
to transform ourselves in ways that elevate
the communities around us. Abraham’s jour-
ney, then, is our own—a call to step into a
vision larger than ourselves, rooted in divine
purpose and human responsibility.

CHANA KENTON
10TH GRADE, NEVE DANIEL

THE POWER TO CHANGE

At the very beginning of the parsha, Avra-
ham is promised a large and blessed lineage.
“And I will make you into a great nation and
your name shall be a blessing... and I will
make you exceedingly numerous... you shall
be the father of a multitude of nations... count
the stars, if you are able to count them. So
shall your offspring be.”

Upon hearing these blessings, Avraham
asked “How will I know that I will inherit
it?... seeing I have no children?” When Sarah
was told she would be pregnant, she laughed!
Both of them found the idea of having chil-
dren at their old age ridiculous. The Aggadat
Bereshit tells us that their doubt was not due
to a lack of faith; rather, as astrologers, they
had seen their decree to be childless. God
says “ Your name shall no longer be called
Abram, but Abraham. Abram cannot have
children, but Abraham can.”

Later, Avraham has the 0 (hei) added to



his name, and shortly after Yitzchak is born.
By virtue of this change, the infertility that
was decreed no longer carried any meaning.

In these past few weeks, we have gone
through an intense period of spiritual growth
in hopes to receive a good decree for the year
ahead.

One might ask why we pray, or repent at
all during the rest of the year. If our fate has
been sealed, what is the point?

The parsha answers this question with an
important lesson. When we change ourselves,
our decrees can also change. Through his
actions and tests, Avraham went through a
process that changed who he was. A name is
a deep representation of who a person is in
his soul. When Avram became Avraham, it
was an external reflection of his new internal
identity.

An alternative meaning of the word Lehit-
pallel, which means ‘to pray,’ is ‘to introspect’.
Self analysis is necessary in order to improve.
Just as Avraham transformed through his
relationship with God, we too can evolve
and redefine ourselves. God gave us the gift
of prayer as a tool we can use to change the
outcome of our lives.

May we all have the strength and willpower
to build ourselves up towards a year of suc-
cess and victory. m
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Real Estate

Most Recent Listings in and around Jerusalem

Perfect Family
Apartment in
San-Simon

Large 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath
With all the amenities
Floor heating & central A/C
Private parking, Storage
Shabbat elevator, Beautiful views
6,900,000 NIS

Apartment on Harav
Berlin Street

Great investment/starter property!
84 sqm, 3 bedroom, 2 full bath
Small balcony off the bedroom
Nice views from the living room

Central A/C
Currently rented out
3,490,000 NIS

Spectacular PH

on Mekor Haim

132 sqm + 2 terraces

Terrace 1: 32 sgm from living room

Terrace 2: 15 sgm from en suite
Brand New, High end specs
Shabbat elevator, Storage
Private parking (2 spots)
Price: 6,900,000

Stunning Duplex PH for §§
Rent in Arnona
Over 220 sqm
5 bedroom, 2.5 bath -
3 terraces with spectacular views |
of the Judean desert
Private elevator, 2 parking spots
Central A/C + floor heating
Available immediately
16,000 NIS per month

Kfar Etzion
FOR RENT

Apa rtment in
Meshkanot Haumah
76 sqm, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths

Floor heating + Central A/C
Balcony
Private underground parking
Storage, Shabbat elevator
Currently rented out
Price: 3,700,000 NIS
Contact Gabi: 053-220-9640

Yitzchak Kowalsky
\, 054-766-0338
[ Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
@ www.yykrealestate.com
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Embark on Your Giving Journey

Just as Avraham set forth on a journey filled with purpose
and promise, you can begin your own impactful journey
with JGive Platinum's donor-advised fund (DAF). Easily
convert your stocks or cash into meaningful support for
any Israeli charity while enjoying substantial tax benefits in
the US, UK or Israel.

No Capital
Gains Tax
Just Pure

For more information, email us at platinum@jgive.com
or scan the QR code:

The above should not be misconstrued as tax advice, legal advice, a recommendation, or an

opinion regarding the advisability of participating in financial products of any kind or type,

including but not limited to participation in donor-advised funds (DAF). The above is not

meant to be a substitute for personal advice tailored to the client's needs, nor does it take
the place of advice given by qualified professionals.



