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This photo was taken this summer as we landed back in Israel. The feeling of returning to our country 
is a special one that cannot be beaten! We made Aliya from London in August 2011 and just cele-
brated our Bar Mitzvah Aliyaversary. We live in Yad Binyamin.
Photographed by Naomi Feinmesser

52	
Simchat Shmuel

	
Rabbi Sam Shor

54	
The Origin Story 

	
Rabbi Moshe Taragin

58	
Renewal in Every Stride

	
Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman

60	 Rav Kook: Love for All Humanity
	 Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

64	
An Avel Attending a Seudat Hodaya

	 Rabbi Daniel Mann

66	
OU Parenting Column - Transitions

	 Michal Silverstein

68	
Shagririm Asks

	 Aleeza Ben Shalom

72	
A Promise is a Promise.  

	 But It Requires Action.
	 Jen Airley

76	 The Y-Files Comic
	 Netanel Epstein

78	 Torah 4 Teens by Teens
	 Carmelle Miller // Chana Kenton

04	
Dear Torah Tidbits Family

	 Rabbi Avi Berman

08	
Everyone Is / Can Be a Big Tzaddik

	 Rabbi Moshe Hauer

12	
Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

	 Rabbi Reuven Tradburks

18	
Persons Not in the Parsha 

	 Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb

24	
The Power of Example

	
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks zt"l

28	
Probing the Prophets

	 Rabbi Nachman Winkler

32	
Recognizing Hashem 

	
Rabbi Shalom Rosner

36	
The Reward for Every Step

	
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles

38	
Lech Lecha: #Blessed

	
Rabbi Judah Mischel

40	
Schedule

	 OU Israel

48	
Every End is a New Beginning

	
Rebbetzin Zemira Ozarowski

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
KIDDUSH LEVANA

7 Days After Molad: 9 Marcheshvan/ Motzei Shabbat Nov. 9

Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 14 Marcheshvan/ Thurs. night Nov. 14



OU ISRAEL CENTER 3

AND HAVDALA TIMES

candle lighting

STUART HERSHKOWITZ, PRESIDENT OU ISRAEL
Zvi Sand / Yitzchak Fund: Former Presidents, OU Israel 
| Rabbi Emanuel Quint z”l, Senior Vice President | 
Prof. Meni Koslowsky, Vice President
VAAD MEMBERS:
Michael Elman | Yonatan Frankel | Yitzchak Fund | 
Daniella Hellerstein | Stuart Hershkowitz | Jeremy 
Lustman | Meir Raskas | Atara Reichel | Zvi Sand | 
Norman Schmutter | Mark Schneider | Esther Williams
RABBI AVI BERMAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
OU ISRAEL
David Katz, CFO, OU Israel | Natan Kandler, COO, 
OU Israel | Chaim Pelzner, Director of Programs, 
OU Israel | Rabbi Sam Shor, Director of Programs, 
OU Israel Center | Rabbi Sholom Gold zt"l, Dean, 
Avrom Silver Jerusalem College for Adults
22 Keren HaYesod <> POB 1441 <> Jerusalem 
9101032
phone: (02) 560 9100 | fax: (02) 561-7432
email: office@ouisrael.org
website: www.ouisrael.org
Founders and initial benefactors of the OU Israel 
Center: George and Ilse Falk a"h

Torah Tidbits and many of the 
projects of OU Israel are assisted 
by grants from THE JERUSALEM 
MUNICIPALITY

Seymour J. Abrams • Ortho-
dox Union Jerusalem World 
Center • Avrom Silver Jerusalem 
College for Adults • Wolinetz 
Family Shul • Makom BaLev • 
Birthright • Yachad • NCSY in 
Israel • JLIC in Israel • Camp Dror • 

Pearl & Harold M. Jacobs ZULA Outreach Center • 
The Jack Gindi Oraita Program • OU Israel Kashrut

OU Israel, Torah Tidbits does not endorse the political or 
halachic positions of its editor, columnists or advertisers, nor 
guarantee the quality of advertised services or products. Nor 
do we endorse the kashrut of hotels, restaurants, caterers or 
food products that are advertised in TT (except, of course, 
those under OU-Israel hashgacha). Any "promises" made in 
ads are the sole responsibility of the advertisers and not that 
of OU Israel, the OU Israel Center , Torah Tidbits.

Editor Emeritus: Phil Chernofsky
Editor: Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider | aarong@ouisrael.org
Advertising: Ita Rochel | 02-5609125 or ttads@ouisrael.org
Website: www.torahtidbits.com

Not getting enough TTs? Too many? None at all?  
Contact our DISTRIBUTION 050-577-2111 • ttdist@ouisrael.org

OU Kashrut  NCSY  Jewish Action  JLIC  NJCD / Yachad / Our Way  OU West 
Coast  OU Press  Synagogue/Community Services  OU Advocacy  OU Israel
MITCHEL R. AEDER, PRESIDENT OF THE ORTHODOX UNION Yehuda Neuberger, 
Chairman of the Board, Orthodox Union | Dr. Josh Penn, OU Kashrus Commission

RABBI MOSHE HAUER, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT | RABBI JOSHUA M. JOSEPH, ED.D.  
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT & CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, Exec. V.P. Emeritus

OU KOSHER: Rabbi Menachem Genack, CEO/Rabbinic Administrator OU Kosher | Rabbi Moshe Elefant, 
COO/Executive Rabbinic Coordinator ISRAEL: Rabbi Yissachar Dov Krakowski, Rabbinic Administrator | 
Rabbi Ezra Friedman, The Gustave and Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education/ Deputy Rabbinic Administrator
Headquarters: 40 Rector St. 4th floor, New York, NY 10006  212-563-4000  website: www.ou.org

AND HAVDALA TIMES
CANDLE LIGHTING

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)

VayeiraLech Lecha
HavdalaCandlesHavdalaCandles

5:184:045:214:08Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim

5:214:225:244:26Aza Area (Netivot, Sderot et al)

5:194:235:224:27Beit Shemesh/RBS

5:184:205:224:24Alon Shvut

5:194:205:224:24Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K.Saba

5:194:205:224:24Modiin/Chashmonaim

5:194:205:224:24Netanya

5:204:225:244:26Be’er Sheva

5:194:215:234:25Rehovot

5:194:045:224:08Petach Tikva

5:184:195:214:23Ginot Shomron

5:174:085:214:13Haifa / Zichron

5:174:185:214:23Gush Shiloh

5:194:205:234:25Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel

5:184:235:224:28Givat Zeev

5:194:205:224:24Chevron / Kiryat Arba

5:214:225:244:26Ashkelon

5:194:215:234:25Yad Binyamin

5:154:105:194:14Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden

5:154:165:194:20Golan

5:174:175:204:22Nahariya/Maalot

5:164:175:204:22Afula

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Lech Lecha - 6:00PM  •  Vayeira - 5:56PM

other
z'manim

JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wed–Shabbat
Oct x–x / x–x Cheshvan
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin	 x:xx–x:xx
Sunrise	 x:xx–x:xx 
Sof Zman Kriat Shema	 x:xx–x:xx 
Magen Avraham	 x:xx–x:xx
Sof Zman Tefila	 x:xx-x:xx
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)	 x:xx–x:xx
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)	 x:xx–x:xx
Plag Mincha	 x:xx–x:xx
Sunset (Including Elevation)	 x:xx–x:xx

OTHER
Z'MANIM

JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wednesday - Shabbat
Nov. 6 - 16 / 5 - 15 Marcheshvan
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin	 5:07-5:15
Sunrise	 6:00-6:08
Sof Zman Kriat Shema	 8:41-8:46
Magen Avraham	 8:04-8:08
Sof Zman Tefila	 9:35-9:38
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)	 11:22-11:23
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)	 11:52-11:53
Plag Mincha	 3:37-3:33
Sunset (Including Elevation)	 4:49-4:43

Daf Yomi: Bava Basra 137
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

When I was in yeshiva many years ago, 
the only way to get in contact with our loved 
ones in the United States was a toll-free AT&T 
phone number that one would call collect, 
and the operator would connect us to our 
American relatives. Being in a yeshiva with 
many Americans, I remember how whenever 
it was playoff season, the guys who couldn’t 
wait to find a relevant newspaper the day 
after the game would call that AT&T toll-free 
number and then ask the operator if they 
happen to know who won that day’s game. 
This is how many guys stayed connected to 
the sports teams they followed while they 
were overseas.

While this can be viewed as an interesting 
anecdote, it also demonstrates how different 
cultures can be. Baruch Hashem, we have 
hundreds of thousands of Jews who have 
made aliyah from North America, South 
Africa, Australia, England and so many other 
countries who come to Israel and connect to 
the Land and People, all the while keeping 
strong ties to the culture and people of the 

countries that they came from. Therefore, it 
isn’t surprising that they also are interested 
in the politics of the countries they came 
from and wish to express their legal right to 
have an influence on the changes in those 
countries, all the while as proud Israelis. 

Whenever elections come around, I encour-
age everyone I can to go and vote and give 
their voice. Democracy is really a Torah 
value. Rabbi Ken Spiro writes about this 
beautifully in his book, WorldPerfect – The 
Jewish Impact on Civilization, where he shows 
how modern democracy was inspired by the 
Torah. So I tell people to go and express this 
value, and not to sit on the sidelines while 
changes happen to the country they came 
from.

The OU in North America developed a 
program called TEACH. The cost of tuition 
for private Jewish day schools in America is so 
high that many feel they have to go bankrupt 
to give their children a religious education, 
or have to make the horrible decision not to 
send their children at all. The OU’s TEACH 
coalition has been extremely successful 
raising hundreds of millions of dollars for 
the Jewish community and Jewish schools. 
The money raised goes toward non-religious 
aspects of school, paying for textbooks, buses, 
secular studies, and everything that can 
defray the costs so that Jewish education 
doesn’t become prohibitive for religious Jews. 

The main reason they have had this success 
is because our communities have voted for 
politicians and officials who care about this 

The unveiling of the matzeiva
of the Israeli soldier and hero

Ori Moshe Borenstein הי”ד
will be held at the  

Mount Herzl military cemetery  
in Jerusalem,

Sunday, November 10th

(9 Cheshvan) at 12:30pm
The Borenstein family

www.jewsofostrowiec.com/ori-borenstein
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cause and understand that tax dollars should 
go to the tax-payers. When people make aliyah, 
no matter their political affiliation they still 
can vote and have an influence in so many 
ways for the Jewish community in America. 

In this context, I want to give a tremendous 
yashar koach to Chana Spivack, OU Israel’s 
volunteer coordinator, who has spent every 
day for the last several months helping people 
who want to vote from abroad by answer-
ing questions and explaining the process of 
submitting absentee ballots. She has had a 
positive influence by helping so many express 
their legal right to vote.

This past Sunday, we had an event which 
enabled people to come and register, fill out 
ballots, and vote online, depending on what 
rules each state requires (and each one has 
different rules to keep track of). It was beauti-
ful to see so many come out and how helpful 
it was to American citizens here in Israel. 
The event required a tremendous amount of 
effort, and I want to thank everyone on my 
staff who stepped up to the plate to help out. 
Thank you to OU-certified made in Israel Ben 
& Jerry’s for bringing a tremendous amount 
of ice cream, and to the anonymous donor 
who sponsored this event. The factory even 
sent over the Ben & Jerry’s stand they send 
out to big events (and is available to rent for 

events you may be
 planning), which lent a fun atmo-

sphere to our building as well. 
Thank you and kol hakavod to 

everyone who came out, who helped 
with the event, and those who voted 
for their interests and values.

In this week’s parsha, Avraham 
Avinu is commanded, “Go for yourself 
from your land, your birthplace, and 
your father’s house.” We are told that 

we should not forget where we came from, 
and to continue to have a positive influence 
wherever we are. That means that even as 
proud Israeli Jews, living in our homeland, we 
continue to take interest in and give our voice 
for the values we believe in, and OU Israel 
hopes to continue to facilitate these events 
and those like them in the future.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

May the Torah learned  
from this issue of Torah Tidbits be  

in loving memory of our dear friend

Yehuda Leib Berren z”l
יהודה לייב בן אהרון יצחק ז”

on his 4th Yahrzeit
Aliyah L’kever: 

Sunday, ט׳ מרחשון
November 10th, 1:30pm

Har HaMenuchot, 
Gush תט, Section ד, Row ג

Zoom:816 5862 6171,  Password: 094976
ת.נ.צ.ב.ה
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OLD KATAMON
Magnificent new penthouse!
Over 200 sqm with 127 sqm
terraces. private parking,
preparation for pool on roof
terrace, magnificent views.

OLD KATAMON
Building undergoing tama.
construction has already begun and
will be done within 2 years, with the
apartment becoming a 4 room
apartment of 92 sqm plus 10.2 sqm
terrace. Beautiful quiet street,
charming and bright apartment.
Price 4,900,000 nis

OLD KATAMON
One of a kind beautiful
garden apartment of 262
sqm, with a 270 sqm private
registered garden! 
private parking, storage.

FOR SALE!  

KIRYAT YOVEL
Fantastic new 6 room apartment 
with beautiful Jerusalem views!
143 sqm,  2.5 bathrooms, ac,
underfloor heating, 2 Parking,
3 elevators, big Storage, sukkah
terrace. 
Price 4,700,000 nis

OLD KATAMON
last apartments left in a new projet
in the heart of old katamon.
4th floor. 4.4M. ready in 8 months.

OLD KATAMON
Extraordinary penthouse with four
air directions and panoramic views.
On entire floor in a beautiful new
project in the heart of Old
Katamon.  Additional  apartments
available as well, including a
garden apartment.
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True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

 

ILAN D RUBINSTEIN
Real Estate & Mortgage Broker

Call: 050-491-0604www.israfinance.com

Buying & need finance?  

Want to help the kids?

Monthly payments too high?
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FROM THE DESK OF 
RABBI MOSHE HAUER
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

Everyone Is / 
Can Be a Big 

Tzaddik
Avraham, the original and defining Jew, 

saw beyond limitations. To him, every one of 
the wicked people of his time represented a 
potential tzaddik. He knew that the transfor-
mation that he had personally experienced 
– coming to G-d from a family background of 
idol worship – was open to anyone anywhere. 

This may be part of the contrast between 
Avraham and Noach. Noach was given 120 
years to build the ark, providing him with the 
context and the perfect prop to warn, to teach, 
and to cajole his immoral contemporaries 
towards a better path (Rashi to Bereishit 6:14). 
Yet, when the flood came, it was only he and 
his family who entered that ark. There were 
no nefesh asher asu, no “souls that he had 
transformed” to join his family and be simi-
larly saved. Noach’s world remained corrupt 
and needed to be completely destroyed.

Avraham, on the other hand, lived in simi-
larly degenerate times, but his world was not 
destroyed (Avot 5:2-3; see Rashi there). Avra-
ham’s care, guidance, and teaching brought 
Teshuva to the world and helped them avert 
catastrophe. His household included multi-
tudes of people whose lives he and his wife 
Sarah had transformed and shaped, hanefesh 

asher asu beCharan (Bereishit 12:5).
What made Avraham so successful where 

Noach had failed? Noach was an FFB (Faithful 
From Birth). He was the only one who had 
remained faithful while the world experi-
enced moral decline. Noach held on to his 
faith with his fingernails as he watched others 
around him drop like flies. He had no para-
digm and no picture of what it could look like 
for someone to find their way back. Avraham, 
on the other hand, was a Baal Teshuva, a 
convert, who knew from his own experience 
that the past is not a prison. He brought that 
optimism to bear on his view of others, truly 
believing in those who he was trying to help.

That optimism is not limited to those – like 
Avraham – who had traveled on that jour-
ney themselves. Every one of us has had the 
chance to see transformational growth in oth-
ers who have overcome challenges of faith 
and observance or of trauma and addiction. 
We must recognize that those stories are not 
limited to the heroic individual but represent 
the human condition, the power in every soul 
to release themselves from past limitations. 
We all can share Avraham’s optimism about 
every person that we encounter – including 
ourselves - seeing their boundless potential 
for good. 

haivri@gmail.com  +972-52-607-1690

Jerusalem * Shuk * Solidarity Trips
Judea & Samaria * Nature Hikes

DAVID HA'IVRI 
www.TheIsraelTourGuide.com
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FROM THE DESK OF 
RABBI MOSHE HAUER
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

  
AAsshhkkeelloonn  hhaass  nnooww  bbeeccoommee  oonnee
ooff  tthhee  ssaaffeesstt  aanndd  mmoosstt  ddeessiirraabbllee
ppllaacceess  iinn  oouurr  ccoouunnttrryy......  WWee  iinnvviittee
yyoouu  ttoo  sseeee  ffoorr  yyoouurrsseellvveess......  
ccaallll  oorr  WWhhaattssAApppp  mmee  ffoorr  mmoorree
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ––  DDaavviidd  005544--443333--22662211

A s h k e l o n

ככיי  ללאא  ייטטוושש  הה''  עעממוו  ווננחחללתתוו  ללאא  ייעעזזבב

Functional
Medicine Clinic

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT BEYOUNG.LIFE

 US:+718.838.1509 IL:02.622.8674

 info@beyoungclinics.com

Dr. Barry Dinner MBBCH, ABAARM 
is a highly experienced physician, 

certified by the American
Academy of Anti-Aging Medicine.

Would you like to prevent the 
severe effects of aging & frailty?

Our clinic provides cutting edge 
anti-aging and functional medicine 

techniques and treatments. We 
can guide you to avoid chronic 
illness and help you to optimize 

your health as you age.

OUR SPECIALTIES
Cardiovascular • Hormone

Stress • Gastrointestinal • Brain

Ask us about our new super brain supplementReMIND
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

 

 

 

 

 
www.angelrealty.co.il 

For Sale in Efrat 
Dagan: * Special house with 
pool, 240m. Large outdoor area, 
2 private parking spots. Must 
see! 7.190.000 NIS  
Zayit: * 3 room apt. (near 
Shirat David), private parking 
2,175,000 NIS 
Zayit:* 4 room garden apt. 
Stunning view 2.750.000 NIS 

For Sale in Jerusalem 
Ramot Gimmel: * 4 room 
duplex with option, amazing 
view 4.500.000 NIS  

 
Gabi- 0524588716  
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Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
RCA Israel Region

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

a people – it is His reach to us. Unsolicited. 
Although the Midrash describes Avraham’s 
discovery of G-d, the Torah itself is not inter-
ested in that. It is interested in G-d’s desire 
for a people; His reach for man, not man’s 
reach for Him.

2ND ALIYA (12:14-13:4)
The family goes to Egypt fleeing 

famine. Paro sees Sarah and she is 
taken to his palace. Avraham is lavished with 
wealth because of her. Paro sends them away. 
The family returns to where they began, 
laden with wealth, to call in the name of G-d.

Avraham’s 3 promises, fame, fortune and 
family, will be fulfilled one by one. First for-
tune. Promise fulfilled – Avraham returns 
to the Land from Egypt laden with wealth. 

Note the parallel in this story to that of 
the Exodus from Egypt. Avraham journeys 
to Egypt because of famine, Paro suffers a 
plague, he leaves with great wealth; so too the 
Jewish people journey to Egypt in a famine, 
suffer plagues and leave with great wealth. 

What does it mean that Avraham called 
in the name of G-d? Ibn Ezra says either he 
prayed. Or he called people to embrace G-d. 
Avraham engages the people of the Land in 
knowledge of one G-d, a pursuit that exposes 
the people to him, eventually bringing him 
fame.

3RD ALIYA (13:5-18)
The herds of Avraham and Lot 

are so numerous that their shep-
herds quarrel. They need to separate. Avra-
ham allows Lot to choose – you go left, I right. 

PARSHAT LECH LECHA
The parsha introduces the Jewish people. 

Avraham journeys to the Land of Israel, is 
promised the Land, spends time in Egypt 
due to a famine, separates from Lot due to 
their great wealth, and rescues Lot when he 
is taken captive in war. Avraham is prom-
ised the Land, though told his descendants 
will spend 400 years in slavery. Sarah has 
no child, Hagar bears Yishmael, Avraham is 
promised that Sarah will bear a child. He is 
given the mitzvah of mila, circumcision, as 
a sign of the covenant. 

1ST ALIYA (12:1-13)
Avram (while we refer to him 

as Avraham his name begins as 
Avram and is only changed later) is told to 
journey to the Land he will be shown. There 
he will achieve fame, fortune and family. The 
family journeys with Shechem as their first 
stop. G-d appears to Avraham and promises 
him the Land. He builds an altar. A famine 
forces the family to seek relief in Egypt.

The Torah is the story of promises. Avra-
ham is given three personal promises and 
upon entry into the Land, one national one. 
He is told he will have fame, fortune and 
family. And his people will inherit the Land. 

G-d makes promises to man. Unsolicited, 
perhaps undeserved. Though we come to 
know Avraham as a great man, the Torah is 
mum on any background to receiving these 
promises. For it is a story of G-d’s desire for 
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You go right, I left. Lot chooses the lush area 
he sees around Sodom and Gemora. Avraham 
is told by G-d to look over the Land for he 
will have it all forever. And his children will 
be as numerous as the sand of the earth. He 
moves to Hevron and builds an altar.

Avraham and Lot have flocks, a nomadic 
occupation. Shepherding is not the stuff of 
nation building; agriculture is stable, concrete 
and the stuff of nations. So, while wealthy, 
the wealth is nomadic. But, the promise of 
fortune has been granted. 

And this choice of Lot bodes ill for Lot’s 
inclusion in the legacy of Avraham. After all, 
at this point, Lot is the only family member. 
Will the promise to Avraham’s family pass 
to Lot? His choice of an area of lush green 
but evil people makes his judgement suspect. 

The choice of beauty without consideration 
of principles has been a bit of a problem in 
the Torah so far. Eve looked at the fruit and 
it was beautiful. Before the flood, the men 
looked at the women and chose wives. Lot 
looks at the Jordan Valley and it looks like 
the lushness of Egypt. 

Looks deceive; for while beautiful, each of 
these failed to consider principles of com-
mands and ethics. Looking will be replaced 
for the Jew by hearing, Shema, listening to 
the Divine Command. Seeing beauty will be 
usurped by hearing the Command.

4TH ALIYA (14:1-20)
4 Kings make war with 5 Kings. 

Lot is taken captive. Avraham 
rescues him, returning all the spoils and 
captives. The King of Sodom comes out to 
greet Avraham, as does Malchizedek the King 
and Priest of Shalem. Malchizedek blesses 
Avraham to G-d and blesses G-d for protect-
ing Avraham.

The promise of fame has been achieved. 
After the heroic rescue of Lot, Avraham finds 
himself in the company of Kings. And of note, 
is the religious language of Malchizedek, 
blessing Avraham with G-d’s name. Avra-
ham’s reputation, his fame, is that of a man 
of faith, a man of G-d. 

2 of the 3 promises Avraham received, 
those of fame and of fortune have been 
achieved. The remaining 2 – of children and 
of inheriting this Land are tougher. 

And lest we think that G-d promised a 
deserted Land to Avraham, this pitched battle 
of 9 kings belies that. Not only has Avraham 
been promised that his children will inherit 
the Land while he has no children, he has 
been told he will inherit a Land that is hotly 
contested. While man could, on his own, 
achieve fortune and fame, a childless elderly 
couple cannot achieve children and the Land 
without Divine intervention.

5TH ALIYA (14:21-15:6)
The King of Sodom offers Avra-

ham the spoils; Avraham demurs. 
G-d promises Avraham that he need not fear, 
for He will be his shield (magen). Avraham 
protests – I have no children. G-d promises 
that his children will inherit his promises. He 
shows him the stars and promises that his chil-
dren will be as those. Avraham believes Him.

G-d promises to be Avraham’s shield, his 
“magen”; Malchizedek used the same expres-
sion, that G-d was Avraham’s “magen”. Hence 
the description we use in tefilla of Magen 
Avraham.

G-d says to Avraham, “do not fear”. Who 
said Avraham is afraid? What is he afraid 
of? Rashi comments that Avraham is worried 
that he has been showered with so much 
from G-d already that perhaps he does not 
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deserve to have the remaining promises 
granted. The remaining 2 promises are big 
ones; children and the Land of Israel. Perhaps 
I no longer deserve those. Some promises 
are conditional – you deserve it, you will get 
it. Perhaps he has used up all his merit and 
deserves no more. G-d tells him to not fear 
for his merit is great.

6TH ALIYA (15:7-17:6)
After promising Avraham that 

he will have children, G-d again 
promises to him that He will give him the 
Land of Israel. Avraham queries as to how 
he will know this for certain. In a dramatic 
ceremony of cut birds and a deep sleep, 
Avraham is told his children will be strangers 
and afflicted in a foreign land for 400 years, 
leaving with great wealth. Avraham will die 
in peace. G-d makes a covenant to give the 
Land to Avraham’s offspring. Sarah has no 
child. She gives Hagar to Avraham and Hagar 
becomes pregnant. Sarah sends Hagar away. 
An angel tells her that her offspring will be 
many. Her child will be cantankerous but 
powerful. Avraham is 86 when Yishmael 
is born. At age 99 Avraham is told to walk 
before G-d. His name is changed to Avraham. 

For the first time, Avraham is told that the 
promise of the Land will not be fulfilled in 
his time. His children will be slaves, afflicted, 
and leave with wealth after many years.

In a fascinating parallel, the story of Hagar 
is that same story. Hagar is a servant, as the 

Jews will be slaves. She is sent away, as the 
Jews will be slaves in a foreign land. Hagar 
is told she will have a son who will be a great 
nation, engaging with many. Just as the Jew-
ish people will leave Egypt with wealth.

	 The promise to Hagar is that Yish-
mael will be an international force to reckon 
with, just as the Jewish people will leave and 
conquer the land with great wealth.

This parallel story, to my mind, is not to 
point out the similarities but to point out the 
glaring difference. Yishmael will be a great 
nation in this rough and tumble world of 
ours, where people struggle and prosper. He 
will be good at that. Avraham’s children will 
be a great nation by virtue of their covenant 
with G-d.

The Torah is contrasting a nation, Yishmael, 
unconfronted by G-d, living in this world, 
down here on earth, void of the mystery of 
the spiritual world, the world of the Divine. 
Avraham’s nation is to be guided by the 
Divine Hand, engaging with Him, achieving 
its greatness in the elevated world of mystery 
and spirit, the Divine world. 

We will see this exact same parallel in the 
journey of Hagar and Yishmael and Avraham 
and Yitzchak at the Akeida. An earthly story 
paralleling an elevated story.

7TH ALIYA (17:7-27)
Avraham is told to circumcise 

his family as a sign of the covenant 
between him and G-d. He is startled at the 
promise that Sarah will have a child at age 
90, he 99. He suggests that Yishmael could 
be the next generation of the Jewish people. 
No, while Yishmael will be great, Yitzchak 
will be the next generation.

Avraham is reluctant to give up on Yish-
mael as the heir to the Jewish people. Perhaps 

Condolences to 
Meyer Goodstein and family  
on the passing of his brother

MILTY z”l
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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this is Avraham’s persistent kindness – he 
sees good, even greatness in Yishmael. But 
that type of greatness is not sufficient: great-
ness comes in different shapes and sizes. 
Yishmael is great in his way, the ways of this 
world. Yitzchak will be great in a different 
way, in the world of the spirit, of the Divine, of 
ethics. There is greatness amongst the nations 
of the world: but Jewish greatness is different.

 

HAFTORAH 
YESHAYAHU 40:27- 41:16

The prophet Yeshayahu reminds Israel of 
the Almighty’s power. Hashem has the ability 
to “renew the vigor” of those who put their 
faith in Him.

Highlighting the theme of strength and 
fortitude. the prophet turns his attention 
to the idolatrous nations of the world and 
offers the following message. He emphasizes 
the greatness of Avraham, after arriving in 
Canaan, pursuing and defeating four mighty 
kings. “The islands saw and feared: the ends 
if the earth quaked.”

There is a message to be heeded by the 
people of the world when witnessing the 

STATS

3rd sedra of 54; 3rd of 12 in Bereishit.
Written on 208 lines, ranks 23.
7 Parshiyot; 3 open, 4 closed.
126 p’sukim - ranks 13th.
1686 words - ranks 18th.
6336 letters - ranks 19th.

MITZVOT

1 positive mitzvah: Brit Milah.
A total of 5 sedras have only one mitzvah (another 
17 have none and six have 2 or 3 - that accounts for 
28 sedras, over half of the Torah’s 54).

שא נא עיניך וראה .... כי את כל הארץ אשר אתה רואה לך אתננה ולזרעך )יג:יד,טו(
“Lift up now your eyes and look…for all the Land which you see, to you will I give and to your seed” (13:14-15)
What is the need for G-d to instruct Avram to “see” the Land? G-d’s promise to give over the Land to Avram and his 
family is not enough?
The Meshech Chochma (Rabbi Meir Simcha Hacohen of Dvinsk 1843-1926) answers that when G-d promised the Land of 
Israel to Avram, it was occupied by the Canaanites (13:7). Avraham even must purchase the Cave of the Patriarchs, when 
Sarah passes, at an exorbitant price. Although, it seems very clear that Avraham lacks any ownership of this Land, Avra-
ham understood that the holiness of this Land was intact and G-d’s presence dwelt here. It is for this reason that G-d urges 
Avraham to “look” at the Land. G-d is instructing Avraham that even though all the signs you see on this Land seem to 
show no clear indication that the Land is being given to you, yet I beseech you to “lift up your eyes” and see beyond that.
By raising your view to a lofty more spiritual plateau, you will be able to recognize the ways of G-d are carried out. You 
will then perceive how the Land of Israel is sanctified and being given to you and your descendants, even when all signs 
are the contrary. The Land of Israel is more holy than all other lands, which its holiness never dissipates.
Shabbat Shalom

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

power of Israel. Seeing the remarkable power 
of God and his people should inspire nations 
to abandon their sinful idolatrous ways.

The prophet also spotlights the eternal 
promise that the Jewish nation will be 
rewarded for their loyalty to God. “Do not fear 
for I am with you; be not dismayed for I am 
your God...Behold all those incensed against 
you shall be ashamed and confounded; those 
who quarreled with you shall be as naught 
and be lost.” 
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The only 
mobility 

scooter with 
a 3-year 

warranty!

The only mobility scooter 
without Gramma!

Ready to go in 10 seconds.  
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For more information, visit our website at: 
movinglife.co.il/torah24

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-9562833

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar" 
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism 

that operates according to the  
"Existing Current Modulation" principle. 
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed 
and does not require expensive fitting.

BAKA

1st floor, Private parking, Sukkah balcony
connected to the living room

Duplex penthouse | 195 sqm | 5 roomsFOR 
SALE

₪  9,200,000   |   Tehila: 050-420-5333

NACHLAOT
2 Rooms | 1 Floor | 45 sqm

Modern kitchen, Sukkah balcony,
 ideal for couples or small families  

FOR 
SALE

₪  2,290,000   |   Tehila: 050-420-5333

ARNONA
6 rooms | Duplex | 167 sqm

2 Sukkah balconies, abundant natural light,
 ample storage, and parking.

FOR 
SALE

₪  5,350,000   |   Ouriel: 058-516-1356

TE’ENA
6 Rooms | 3.5 Bathrooms | 189 sqm

Cottage with front garden, rental unit, 
Sukkah balconies, private parking

FOR 
SALE

₪ 3,650,000   |   Noa: 052-870-2387

 JERUSALEM

EFRAT

 MISHKENOT HAUMA

Safe room, full access
8 sqm balcony, private parking and storage

₪  4,450,000   |   Tehila: 050-420-5333

4 Rooms | 5th floor out of 8 | 108 sqmFOR 
SALE

ZAYIT
 6 rooms |  184 sqm | 3 bathrooms

Spacious two-level rooftop duplex , outdoor 
kitchen, pergola, parking, centrally located. 

FOR 
SALE

₪ 4,600,000   |   Noa: 052-870-2387

₪  2,200,000   |   Tehila: 050-420-5333

www.noamhomes.com

+972-52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com

GEFFEN

Spacious private villa with breathtaking 
views. Rental unit and private parking. 
₪ 9,000,000   |   Noa: 052-870-2387

400 sqm built | 500 sqm lot | NEWFOR 
SALE

TAMAR
4 rooms | 99 sqm | 2 Bathrooms

Beautiful apartment, 60 sqm attic expansion.
2 Sukkah balconies, Private parking  

FOR 
SALE

₪ 2,850,000   |   Noa: 052-870-2387

NACHLAOT JERUSALEM

With private entrance, high ceilings,
full of characther and no stairs 

Renovated 45 sqm ground floor apartmentFOR 
SALE

₪  2,300,000 |Tehila: 050-420-5333

NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUSALEM

Investment opportunity! 
Ideal for demolition and construction.

₪  8,500,000 | Tehila: 050-420-5333

Private house adjacent to Sha'arei HesedFOR 
SALE
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THE PERSON in the parsha

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, 

EMERITUS

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

 Persons Not 
in the Parsha

I try to focus these weekly columns upon 
individuals who are barely mentioned in the 
weekly Torah portion. They often have an 
important, but insufficiently appreciated, 
role to play.

Thus, for example, last week I chose Nim-
rod as my person in the parsha. He was a 
“strong” man in many ways, knowing the 
Almighty while defying Him. He was auto-
cratic, violent, arrogant, perhaps the first true 
demagogue on record.

But that was last week’s parsha, Noach. His 
name no longer appears in the Chumash. 
While he is certainly absent in this week’s 
parsha, Lech Lecha, I will attempt to demon-
strate how he still plays a role in this week’s 
Torah episode.

I will also attempt to demonstrate that 

Avram, later renamed Avraham, albeit surely 
the dominant figure in this week’s parsha, is 
to some extent “missing” therein.

We already know quite a bit about Avram 
having read last week’s Parshat Noach. There 
we “met” his father Terach, his brothers 
Nachor and Haran, and his nephew—Haran’s 
son—Lot. We also learn of Haran’s premature 
demise, although we remain curiously ignorant 
of the circumstances of his death. We are told 
about the family’s origins in a place called Ur 
Kasdim, the “fiery furnace of the Chaldeans.” 
We are introduced to Avram’s wife, Sarei, and 
are alerted to her infertility issues.

We then are informed of the plan, seem-
ingly instigated by Terach, to embark upon 
a fateful journey, leaving Ur Kasdim to reach 
Canaan, but settling instead in a place called 
Charan. There, Terach, at age two hundred 
and fifty, dies.

It is then, in the opening words of this 
week’s Torah portion, that the Lord Himself 
enters center stage and commands Avram 
to leave all the above behind except for his 
wife Sarei and nephew Lot and head for 
“the land which I will show you,” which 
we soon learn is Canaan. Avram is then a 
seventy-five-year-old!

What is “missing?” It is my graduate school 
education in the field of developmental psy-
chology that prompts me to ask this question. 
Missing are the many intervening years 
between the young Avram, subordinate to 
his father’s travel plans and struggling sympa-
thetically with his young wife’s infertility, and 

May the Torah learning  
in this issue of Torah Tidbits

be לעילוי נשמת 

HOWARD ISRAEL z”l
 חיים ישראל פינחס 

בן משה אהרון ז”ל
on his twelfth yahrtzeit

י”ב מרחשון

Susan Israel and family
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his first direct encounter, nay conversation, 
with the Master of the Universe.

Missing are the reasons for his family’s 
flight from Ur Kasdim, the circumstances of 
Haran’s death, the significance of Terach’s 
intention to move the family to Canaan, but 
especially the role of Avram in all this drama.

Most glaringly, what is missing is even the 
slightest account of Avram’s religious devel-
opment. There is no mention of any relation-
ship whatsoever with the One Above until 
the Lord’s command that he leave behind his 
land, his birthplace, and his father’s domicile.

A critically important segment of Avram’s 
youth, formative years, and maturation is 
missing. This gap is troublesome, and it is 
left to our Sages to fill in the “missing link,” 
to tell us the “rest of the story.”

And in the process, to expound upon the 
nature of the conflict between good and evil, 
in our case between Avram and, yes, Nimrod!

Here, in my free translation from the Ara-
maic, is the gist of the passage in Bereshit 
Rabbah 38:19 which addresses some of these 
questions:

Rabbi Chiya, the son of Rabbi Ada of Jaffa 
related: Terach was an idolater and dealt in 
the sale of idols. One day, he left the store in 
charge of his son Avram in his stead.

Along came a customer eager to purchase 
an idol. Avram asked him, “How old are 
you?” To which the customer responded, 
“Almost sixty!” Avram retorted, “A man 
almost sixty wishes to worship a day-old 
idol?!” The customer was ashamed and 
quickly departed.

Along came another customer, a woman 
this time. She brought with her a tray filled 
to the brim with fine flour. She asked Avram 
to distribute the flour as an offering to one of 

the idols on her behalf. She departed.
Avram then grasped a sledgehammer and 

smashed all the idols except for the largest 
one to smithereens. He then placed the ham-
mer in the hands of the intact largest idol.

Father Terach then returned and exclaimed 
to Avram, “What is all this wreckage?” To 
which Avram responded, “You see, dear 
father, this woman came into the shop with 
a flour offering for the idols. Immediately 
each idol protested and demanded the entire 
offering for itself. So, the largest idol grasped 
the hammer it is now holding and smashed 
all the others to bits.”

Terach was incredulous. “Stop mocking 
me, Avram,” he retorted. “You darn well 
know that these idols are dumb, deaf, and 
powerless!” To which Avram retorted, “May 
your ears take note of what your mouth just 
admitted!”

Terach then surrendered Avram to … 
NIMROD!

The Midrash continues to report upon the 
great theological debate between Nimrod and 
Avram, during which the former tries to con-
vince the latter to accept his idol, namely a 
fiery furnace. Avram naturally refuses and is 

May the Torah learned from this TT 
be in loving memory of and לע”נ

ר’ חיים בן זרח ז”ל
Chaim Greenberg ז”ל

נלב”ע ב-ו’ חשון התשכ”ו
and

יהודית בת הרב יהושע דב ז”ל
Julia Fink-Greenberg ז”ל

נלב”ע ב-ט’ חשון התשס”ו
.ת.נ.צ.ב.ה
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thrown into the furnace. His brother Haran, 
standing by, is conflicted and hedges his bets. 
He says to himself, “If Avram is consumed by 
the flames, I’ll side with Nimrod. If Avram 
emerges unscathed by the flames, I’ll side 
with Avram.”

Avram emerges unharmed by the fire. 
Nimrod then orders Haran to worship the 
furnace or be tossed into it. Haran, siding 
now with Avram, refuses and is immediately 
cast into the furnace but is denied the divine 
miracle that saved Avram and dies in the fire.

That is the gist of the Midrashic passage, 
a story which many of us, including myself, 
first heard from our kindergarten teachers. 
It took me until the fourth grade, as I recall, 
before it occurred to me to ask my teacher 
why such an important narrative, which 
explains so much about Avram’s personal 
growth, faith, and courage, is omitted from 
the biblical text—a question for which I’ve yet 
to find a satisfactory answer, and challenge 
you, dear reader, to ask yourselves.

We do take away from this Midrash a 
number of important conclusions about the 
development of religious belief and about 
good versus evil.

We learn that Avram came to the idea of 
monotheism on his own, in part through 

In loving memory of 
our daughter and sister

Judy Yellin a”h
יהודית מאשה בת אליעזר ע”ה 

וחוה תבדל”א
on her 30th Yahrtzeit - ט’ מרחשון

May the Torah learned  
from this issue be in her merit

The Yellin and Weingarten families

careful observation of the folly of idolatry. It 
is because of his self-initiated search for truth 
that he drew close enough to the Almighty to 
gain access to His favor and direction.

We learn again about the extremes of 
which tyrants are capable, which include 
the annihilation of those of their constitu-
ents who do not comply with their idolatrous 
demands.

We learn of the futility, exemplified by 
Haran, of an ambivalent wishy-washy faith 
commitment, of betting on the “winner” in 
the contest between belief systems.

As always, we have only just begun our 
search for the full story of the Nimrods of 
the world and of our forefather’s “missing 
years” and ultimate transition from Avram 
to Avraham, the “father of many nations.”

Stay tuned, and with the Lord’s help we 
will encounter a fully grown Avraham and a 
different kind of enemy, in next week’s torah 
portion, Vayera. 

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
For Sale in Neve Yakov - Moshe Sneh Street: 
Spacious 3 rooms, renovated, a/c, 3rd floor with 
view, next to a large park and a Shul. 1.79m shekel

For Sale: Great new building under 
construction in Talpiot: Last garden apartment 
available, 3-5 rooms. Starting at 2.47m shekel 

For Rent in Katamon - 30m studio on 
Bustani Street: Ground floor, small garden, for 
independent people over 55.  
3370nis/month incl va'ad, hot water and heat
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

BAKA 
New building, 3 bedrooms, balcony, 

Shabbat elevator, large storageroom.
3.690.000 NIS  MANU 052-6787813

CITY CENTER 
2 rooms, luxurious building, elevator.

MENDEL  052-8980111

BAKA 
Large and luxurious, 4 rooms + balcony, 

20m, 2 parking spots, storeroom.
5.900.000 NIS  MICHAEL 052-3202488

GANEI KATAMON 
Garden apartment, 110m +  

370m large garden, 20m Terrassa, 
elevator,  storeroom and parking.

9.000.000NIS  MENDEL 052-8980111
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Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il  Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il 
Phone: 02-999-2418                WhatsApp: 058 787 3755

      THE

 The HIGHEST LEVEL of GLUING for all your LOOSE  & SHAKY furniture
Expert SOFA FRAME & RECLINER repair
OUR SPECIAL LEG TIPS - For quieter chairs & tables
CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT & all of your other furniture repairs

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH
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RABBI IMMANUEL BERNSTEIN 
ZOOM PARSHA SHIUR 

https://zoom.us/j/2135007524
Every Monday Evening at 8pm 

Discover a New Dimension  
in the Weekly Parsha!

ALL WELCOME!

 

  

 

 

 

Gilinski Real Estate 

Old Katamon 7,500,000 NIS 
190 SQM on one level  
Orit 050-3362306 
 
 Baka 3,290,000 NIS 

3.5 R building after Tama 
Nahum 050-7225694 

Ramot 5,480,000 NIS 
140 SQM cottage,  
Nahum 050-7225694 

Old Katamon 4,500,000 NIS 
3R garden apartment 
Rachela 052-6503348 

Kriyat Yovel 3,400,000 NIS 
4R garden apt for pinui binui 
Orit 050-3362306 

 

“Turning Despair into Hope”                                                                        
www.yeshezra.org  | Director: Menachem Persoff

INQUIRIES: Menachem Persoff  - 050-570-1067 |  menpmp@gmail.com

THIS WEEK:  
Urgently looking for  
a used Bimba for a 

handicapped woman

WANTED! VOLUNTEERS!
* Website Management *

* Fundraising *
* Public Relations *

* Mentoring ‘Clients’ *

DONATE  NOW!
Website: 
www.yeshezra.org
Bank Transfer: 
Mercantile (17), Branch 642, 
A/C 79747843 (Send Asmachta for receipt)

Checks:
“Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476, Romema, 
Jerusalem 
Credit Card: 
Sara - 077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161 
(Sunday-Wednesday: 10:00-14:30)
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Aspaklaria Theater presents:Aspaklaria Theater presents:

Book:
Ben Shapiro

Music and Lyrics:
David Shapiro

The heroic story of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and the connection to our post-7.10 reality.

The first musical of its kind in Israel, with the participation of the Israel Sinfonietta Beer Sheva.

An exclusive musical by David and Ben Shapiro

Jerusalem Theater – Opening Remarks from Ben Shapiro  20.11.24 * 11.12.24*

• Petach Tikva, Golda // 11.11.24
• Ariel, Cultural Hall // 28.11.24

• Tel Aviv, Duhl Center // 2.12.24
• Raanana, Yad LaBanim Hall // 17.12.24*

*With English subtitles.

The show includes 
women singing in choir.

Conductor: Rani Calderon
Director: Yoav Michaeli
Produced by: Aspaklaria Theater

 Come and be moved, strengthened, and let us all rise together!

h t t p s : / / t i c k c h a k . c o . i l / 7 0 2 9 7
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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Covenant & Conversation

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HE-

BREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

COVENANT & CONVERSATION

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HEBREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

The Power of 
Example

So familiar are we with the story of Abra-
ham that we do not always stop to think 
about what a strange turn it is in the bibli-
cal narrative. If we fail to understand this, 
though, we may fail to understand the very 
nature of Jewish identity itself.

Here is the problem: Until now the Torah 
has been concerned with humanity as a 
whole. Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel are 
human archetypes. The former represent 
the tensions between husband and wife, 
the latter the rivalry between siblings. Both 
are stories about individuals and both end 
tragically, the first with paradise lost, the 
second with bloodshed, fratricide and death.

Then comes another pair of stories – the 

Flood and the building of Babel – this time 
about society as a whole. Each is about the 
tension between freedom and order. The 
Flood is about a world where freedom (vio-
lence, lawlessness, “everyone doing what was 
right in their own eyes”) destroys order. Babel 
is about a world where order (the imperialist 
imposition of a single language on conquered 
peoples) destroys freedom.

All four narratives are about the human 
condition as such. Their message is universal 
and eternal, as befits a book about God who is 
universal and eternal. God as He appears in 
the first eleven chapters of Genesis is the God 
who created the universe, made all humanity 
in His image, blessed the first humans, and 
who - after the Flood - made a covenant with 
all humankind. The God of the universe is 
the universal God.

Why then does the entire story shift in 
Genesis 12? From here onward it is no lon-
ger about humanity as a whole but about 
one man (Abraham), one woman (Sarah), 
and their children, who - by the time of the 
book of Exodus - have become a large and 
significant people, but still no more than one 
nation among many.

What is happening here? Does God lose 
interest in everyone else? That surely cannot 

Condolences to  
Zev & Cheryl Blumenthal  

and family on the untimely passing  
of their daughter 

Aviva Zahava a”h
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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be the case. At the end of Genesis, Joseph says 
to his brothers:

“You intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good to accomplish what is 
now being done, the saving of many lives.”

(Gen 50:20)
It may be that the phrase “many lives” 

means no more than the lives of his own 
family (so Targum Yonatan understands it). 
But the plain sense of the phrase am rav, 
“a great people,” suggests Egypt. Not until 
Exodus are the Israelites called am, a people. 
Joseph is saying that God sent him not merely 
to save his family from famine, but also the 
Egyptian people.

That too is the point of the book of Jonah. 
Jonah is sent to Nineveh, the Assyrian city, to 
persuade the people to repent and thus avoid 
their own destruction. In its closing words 
God says to the prophet:

“Should I not have concern for the great 
city of Nineveh, in which there are more than 
a hundred and twenty thousand people who 
cannot tell their right hand from their left?”

(Jonah 4:11 (and see Malbim ad loc.))
God is concerned not only with Israel but 

with the Assyrians, despite the fact that they 
would become Israel’s enemies, eventually 
conquering the northern kingdom of Israel 
itself.

Amos famously says that God not only 
brought the Israelites from Egypt, but also the 
Philistines from Caphtor and the Arameans 
from Kir (Amos 9:7). Isaiah even prophesies 
a time when the Egyptians will worship God, 
and He will rescue them from oppression as 
he once rescued Israel (Isaiah 19:20-21). So 
it is not that God loses interest in humanity 
as a whole. He feeds the world. He sustains 
all life. He is involved in the history of all 

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863    etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

In the heart of OLD KATA-
MON- Garden apt for sale.  
Two apts for sale:  174 sqm 
primary residence, large 
garden in use, fully acces-
sible, 4 bedrooms. Plus a 
studio of 19sqm with option 
to purchase additional 
studio. 8,900,000 NIS. 

Kiryat Yovel! 6 rooms, 
2.5 baths, AC, underfloor 
heating,  2 parking, 3 elev., 
storage room, Sukka terrace! 
4,700,000 NIS. Call Rachel 
Morris: 0525466425

In SAN SIMON. Fantastic 
150 sqm on one floor, 2 
elevators and underground 
parking, terrace with 
amazing views and partial 
sukka. Great condition. 
7,500,000 NIS

MUSRARA. Beautiful 
original Jerusalem home 
185 sqm, completely reno-
vated. Private entrance into 
magical garden. Sold with 
a renovated unit used for 
AirBnB - 185 sqm. Parking 
spot option. 7,800,000 NIS

In GERMAN COLONY.  
300 sqm plus 170 sqm reg 
garden. Plus parking & roof 
top terrace. 18.000,000 NIS

180 sqm Penthouse on an 
exclusive street in ARNONA. 
40 sqm balcony, registered 
parking. Very high standard 
finish. 9,800,000 NIS

4
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nations. He is the God of all people. Why then 
the narrowing of focus from the universal 
human condition to the story of one family?

The philosopher Avishai Margalit, in his 
book The Ethics of Memory, talks about two 
ways of thinking: “i.e.” and “e.g.” The former 
speaks of general principles, the latter of com-
pelling examples. It’s one thing to talk about 
general principles of leadership, for instance 
– think ahead, motivate, set clear goals and so 
on. It’s another thing altogether to tell the story 
of actual leaders, the ones who succeeded, the 
role-models. It is their lives, their careers, their 
examples, that illustrate the general principles 
and how they work in practice.

Principles are important. They set the 
parameters. They define the subject. But 
without vivid examples, principles are often 
too vague to instruct and inspire. Try explain-
ing the general principles of Impressionism 
to someone who knows nothing about art, 
without showing them an Impressionist 
painting. They may understand the words 
you use, but these will mean nothing until 
you show them an example.

That, it seems, is what the Torah is doing 
when it shifts focus from humanity as a 
whole to Abraham in particular. The story 
of humanity from Adam to Noah tells us that 
people do not naturally live as God would 
wish them to live. They eat forbidden fruit 

and kill one another. So after the Flood, 
God becomes not only a Creator but also a 
teacher. He instructs humanity, and does so 
in two ways: i.e. and e.g. He sets out general 
rules – the covenant with Noah – and then He 
chooses an example, Abraham and his family. 
They are to become role-models, compelling 
examples, of what it means to live closely and 
faithfully in the presence of God, not for their 
sake alone but for the sake of humanity as 
a whole.

That is why five times in Genesis the patri-
archs are told:

“Through you all the families, or all the 
nations, of the earth will be blessed.”

(Gen. 12:2, Gen. 18:18, Gen. 22:18, Gen. 26:4, 
Gen. 28:14)

And people recognise this. In Genesis, Mal-
kitzedek says about Abraham, “Praise be to 
God Most High, who delivered your enemies 
into your hand” (Gen. 14:20). Avimelech, king 
of Gerar, says about him, “God is with you in 
everything you do ” (Gen. 21:22). The Hittites 
say to him, “You are a prince of God in our 
midst” (Gen. 23:6). Abraham is recognised as 
a man of God by his contemporaries, even 
though they are not a part of his specific 
covenant.

The same is true of Joseph, the only mem-
ber of Abraham’s family in Genesis whose 
life among the gentiles is described in detail. 
He is constantly reminding those with whom 
he interacts about God. When Potiphar’s wife 
tries to seduce him he says, “How could I do 
such a great wrong? It would be a sin before 
God!” (Gen. 39:9).

To the butler and baker, whose dreams he 
is about to explain, Joseph says:

“Interpretations belong to God.” (Gen. 40:8)
When he is brought before Pharaoh to 

 לעלוי נשמת

 ברכה חיה בת הרב 
אברהם אייזיק ע”ה

Bracha Halbfinger Tal a”h
On her 12th yahrzeit - 6 Cheshvan

Halbfinger and Tal Families
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These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

interpret his dreams, he says:
“God will give Pharaoh the answer he 

desires.” (Gen. 41:16)
Pharaoh himself says of Joseph:
“Can we find anyone like this man, one 

in whom is the spirit of God?” (Gen. 41:38)
Jews are not called on to be Jews for the 

sake of Jews alone. They are called on to be 
a living, vivid, persuasive example of what it 
is to live by the will of God, so that others too 
come to recognise God and serve Him, each 
in their own way, within the parameters of 
the general principles of the covenant with 
Noah. The laws of Noah are the “i.e.”. The 
history of the Jews is the “e.g.”.

Jews are not called on to convert the world 
to Judaism. There are other ways of serving 
God. Malkizedek, Abraham’s contemporary, 
is called, “a Priest of God Most High” (Gen. 
14:18).

Malachi says a day will come when God’s 
name “will be great among the nations, from 
where the sun rises to where it sets” (Gen. 1:11).

The prophets foresee a day when “God will 
be King over all the earth” (Zechariah 14:9) 
without everyone converting to Judaism.

We are not called on to convert humanity 
but we are called on to inspire humanity by 
being compelling role-models of what it is 
to live, humbly, modestly but unshakably 
in the presence of God, as His servants, His 
witnesses, His ambassadors – and this, not 
for our sake but for the sake of humanity 
as a whole.

It sometimes seems to me that we are in 
danger of forgetting this. To many Jews, we 
are merely one ethnic group among many, 
Israel is one nation-state among many, and 
God is something we talk about only among 
ourselves if at all. There was recently a 

television documentary about one British 
Jewish community. A non-Jewish journalist, 
reviewing the programme, remarked on what 
seemed to her a strange fact that the Jews she 
encountered never seemed to talk about their 
relationship with God. Instead they talked 
about their relationship with other Jews. 
That too is a way of forgetting who we are 
and why.

To be a Jew is to be one of God’s ambas-
sadors to the world, for the sake of being a 
blessing to the world, and that necessarily 
means engaging with the world, acting in 
such a way as to inspire others as Abraham 
and Joseph inspired their contemporaries. 
That is the challenge to which Abraham was 
summoned at the beginning of this week’s 
Parsha. It remains our challenge today. 

To mark Rabbi Sacks’ fourth yahrzeit, com-
munities around the world are invited to 
participate in the Global Day of Learning 
celebrating his life, legacy and teachings, 
on or around November 21, 2024. 
Find details at www.rabbisacks.org/gdol

On the 30th yahrzeit of my son

DOV LERBA ז”ל
We will meet at Har Herzl

for an אזכרה
on Friday, November 15th at 9:30am

For more details: 0528808560
Yosef Lerba and family
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Malkeinu…
Avinu

This week’s selection from the 40th and 
41st prakim of Sefer Yishayahu offers a 
primary message of encouragement and 
hope to a people who believe that Hashem 
has turned away from them, as the opening 
words reveal (“nistera darki meiHashem”). 
The navi reminds Israel that G-d is THE Eter-
nal Creator Who does not tire nor flag and 
who invigorates and strengthens those who 
trust in G-d. 

It is also important to note that the open-
ing p’sukim of our haftarah are the closing 
part of the well-known “Nachamu, Nachamu 
Ami” prophecy – the nevu’ah that opens the 
section of consolation of Sefer Yishayahu. But, 
whereas the beginning of the chapter, the part 
that we read on the post-Tish’a B’Av Shabbat, 
portrays G-d’s omniscience and power, His 

greatness and domination, the chapter’s 
second part, that which opens our haftarah, 
focuses upon Hashem’s desire to establish a 
closer bond with Man and, conversely, the 
ability of Man to connect with the Divine. 

It is actually this very theme that forms 
the clear connection to our parasha. Con-
sider: throughout the first two parshot of the 
Torah, we read of G-d speaking to individuals 
– Hashem speaks to Adam, He speaks to Chava 
and He speaks to No’ach. But we are never 
presented with a relationship, we never see a 
conversation or discussion. Simply, there was 
the Master and the servant. No more than that.

But all of this changes in this week’s para-
sha. For the first time we find the creations 
connecting with the Creator. In parashat Lech 
L’cha both Avraham Avinu and Sarah Imeinu 
succeed in creating an actual relationship with 
G-d. They are put to the “test” by G-d and 
they pass those tests. Hashem is not simply 
instructing Man or commanding Man. For the 
first time, He is reaching out to Man….. and 
Man responds. There is a connection, there is a 
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Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https ://www.ouisrae l .org /v ideo- l ibrary

bond….and, therefore, there is now a relation-
ship – one yearned for by humanity and one 
desired by the Divine. It is here that we learn 
of Hashem’s promise to build a great nation 
from Avraham’s descendants and where we 
read of G-d’s two covenants with the “first 
Jew”: Brit Bein Hab’tarim and Brit Milah.

Once we realize this “additional” unique-
ness of these first Matriarch and Patriarch 
of our nation, we better appreciate the 
prophet’s message to the people who cried 
out that they, and their “path” or “cause”, has 
been “hidden from Hashem”. Yishayahu’s 
encouraging message is not simply that G-d 
is eternal and all-powerful, nor is it only that 
He is capable of redeeming the despondent 
nation. The underlying idea, the significant 
lesson that the navi shares with the people, 
is that Hashem wants more from them than 
simple obedience; G-d desires a real rela-
tionship with them! 

It is for this that Yishayahu teaches how 
Hashem Himself will give strength to the 
weary and courage to the fearful. And it is 
why he reminds them of G-d’s reassurance 
that “b’charticha v’lo m’asticha”” – “I have 
chosen you and not rejected you”… because 
you are “zerah Avraham ohavi”, the descen-
dants of Avraham, who loved Me”. The navi 
hoped to explain Hashem Himself will help us 

 NEW PROJECT  PRE-SALE IN OLD KATAMON   - HASYAROT STREET

Whatsapp +972 (0) 52-2636656
usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899

1-5 BEDROOMS APARTMENT, ONLY 13 UNITS AVAILABLE , GREAT OFFER 

BAKA NEW UP COMING PROJECT IN BEITH LECHEM RD  

For more offersFor more offers

Call now: 077-9973185

24\7 CONCIERGE ,4 ELEVAOTORS ,BOUTIQUE BUILDING ,SUCCAH 
4 PRIVATE PARKING ,GYM , QUALIFIED BUYERS ONLY!

  400++ sqm ON ONE LEVEL with view 
  LUXURY APARTMENT PINSKER St. - TALBIEH

Gershon Agron 24, Mamilla - Jerusalem

65% SOLD OUT!! , CONSTRUCTION START DEC202465% SOLD OUT!! , CONSTRUCTION START DEC2024

3 BEDROOMS ,2 BATH ,15 SQM SUCCAH  - ONLY AT 3.9M NIS 

STARTING 2.750,000 NISSTARTING 2.750,000 NIS

Under 75?
Not too late
To get Private Health Cover
For serious medical issues

  NOT covered by Kupat Cholim

 054-4258671 | NormanZ@shaham-orlan.co.il

DR. AARON
JESIN
Canadian Physician
Over 10,000 britot!
From Toronto, Canada, now
residing in Bet Shemesh
Serving Jerusalem, the Mercaz, and 
all places between!

www.DrJesin.com  |            052-399-4313

 מוהל מוסמך ברשימת
רבנות ראשית לישראל

draw closer to Him and meet the challenges 
He places before us. 

G-d wants to be seen as more than the 
all-powerful King of Israel….He wants them 
to realize that He is also their ever-loving 
Father! 
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Making your pergolaMaking your pergola  
and deck constructionand deck construction  
an enjoyable experience.an enjoyable experience.
Custom design and installation with American-style service

www.structureisrael.com

10% off10% off

Novemb
erNovember

only!!only!!

SCAN ME

Let’s talk about what we can build for you 
(Ask about our kosher sukkah pergola system)
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Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

Authentic Nachlaot Home For Sale

Live in a piece of history in the Ohel Moshe 
neighborhood of Nachlaot

Private 3 bedroom home of 117 sqm with 
authentic domed ceilings, private garden 
courtyard and entrance

Additional building rights 
up to 220 sqm 

Needs renovation
Asking price: 5,450,000 NIS
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org

Rabbi Shalom 

ROSNER RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM MACHON LEV

RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER

Recognizing 
Hashem 

ואת הנפש אשר עשו בחרן )בראשית יב:ה(
And the souls they had acquired in Haran 

(Bereshit 12:5)
The Rambam in Hilchot Avoda Zara (1:3) 

states that from when Avraham was a child 
he was curious as to how the world functions. 
His heart was restless until he grasped the 
truth. He had no teacher but deduced sin-
gle handedly that there was a Creator of the 
world. The Rambam posits that at the age of 
forty, Avraham recognized God. Yet, when is 
the first time that God speaks with Avraham? 

God first appears to Avraham and tells him: 
“Lech Lecha”- when Avraham is 75 years old! 
Incredible. One would have thought that 
once Avraham recognizes God (at the age 
of 40), Hashem would respond and speak 
with Avraham and tell him – great, someone 
finally recognizes me as the Creator. You got 
it- now let us strike a covenant. But nothing! 
God waits 35 years to communicate with 
Avraham. Why the gap? 

Imagine during those thirty-five years 
Avraham was challenging those around him, 
trying to convince them that there was a God 
who is in charge of creating and managing 
the world. They likely asked him – really, how 
do you know? Did he speak with you? Have 
you had any communication with this God? 

How can you prove He exists? Avraham had 
to prove God’s existence without any help 
from God, but through nature. He could not 
point to a supernatural miracle. Yet, despite 
the obstacles he built a loyal following who 
shared his religious visions. These were “the 
souls they had acquired in Haran”.

Knowledge entails a dynamic element – the 
truth cries out and one has a need to share it 
with others. Often one is inspired by a great 
vort and has to share it with others. Avra-
ham was able to share and convince others 
of God’s existence, despite his lack of any 
personal communication with God.

As Rav Soloveitchik (Masoret Harav) explains, 
modern man has been alienated from God for 
so long. We do not hear from God directly, yet, 
we have that unequivocal commitment and 
belief in God. Avraham set it into our DNA. 
Although we cannot see or hear God, we know 
He exists and we feel a close connection to 
Hashem. It is that unwavering Emunah that we 
transmit to our children and to others around 
us. We need to recognize God through nature as 
Avraham did. To realize that it is a miracle that 
the sun rises and sets in a daily pattern. That all 
the trees and flowers that bloom around us are 
not just the workings of mother nature – but 
that mother nature has a father! 

Especially during the challenging times that 
we are experiencing, we need to recognize the 
hand of Hashem in the open and covert miracles 
that are transpiring around us. May we be able to 
strengthen our Emunah and Bitachon like Avra-
ham Avinu and transmit it to future generations. 
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aa  nneeww  lleeccttuurree  sseerriieess  bbyy    

RRaabbbbii  BBeerreell  WWeeiinn  
  

1880-1914 
 

 

330000 8800

00   
 England, France and Germany  The Austro-Hungarian Empire  The Russian Empire 

and Czar Alexander  The Russian Czar Nicholas  The United States  The Middle East 
 Zionism, Socialism and Tradition  The Impending Disaster 

005544--225588--33448800

Beit Knesset Hanassi ‧ Ussishkin 24 ‧ Rechavia, Jerusalem 

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

FOR SALE
3 NEW LUXURY PROJECTS - 2/3/4 rooms,  
penthouses, in a great  location of German Colony, 
Old Katamon or Arnona, with all the facilities, 
elevator, balcony. Starting at 2.75 million NIS

KIRYAT SHMUEL WITH GARDEN - Nice 3 rooms, 
73m, with a private garden of 55m, quiet, parking.

GREAT COTTAGE IN GIVAT CANADA  
In the best area of Gilo, garden apartment,  
large 5 rooms, 137m, private garden 50m,  
beautifully renovated, quiet, panoramic view, 
parking. Exclusive. 3,990,000 NIS

RECHAVIA - New 4 rooms, 128m,  
fourth floor of a building with Shabbat elevator, 
21m sukkah balcony with great view,  
large living room, master bedroom. Rare!

israeli lawyer  
with extensive experience  

within the anglo community

Familiar with many of the needs  
& difficulties, especially due to the new 

culture & language barrier. Offering a free 
consultation regarding your legal rights.

• Defamation  • Real Estate
• Criminal Law • Contracts
• Army Law • And more...

If we can't take your case,  
we'll refer you to a qualified attorney.  

We collaborate with various  
professionals within relevant fields.

Shmuel Lavan Adv. 
052-5557072  

shmuel@lavan-law.com
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In Beresheet, you can enjoy views of the Jerusalem 
hills and natural light in the spacious areas of your 
home and apartment. Beresheet offers a shopping 
mall, commercial center, national park, an impressive 
synagogue, guest apartments for weekends and 
holidays, restaurants, and a wonderful atmosphere.
Shuttles and car rental services are available to 
give you full freedom of movement. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to become part of the unique community 
of Beresheet, where quality of life meets nature, and 
comfort meets tranquility. Occupancy in 2025.

The right place, at the right time. 
Beresheet.

BERESHEET
The new senior living community  

in the Jerusalem Hills

Up to 

300,000NIS
DISCOUNT 

by 31.12.24

THE NATURE OF JERUSALEM'S 
HILLS IN YOUR HOME!

*Subject to regulations

The New Season | Fall Semester 2024-2025

Solomon in His Youth | A Reading of the Song of Songs
Lecturer: Rabbi Dr. Benjamin Lau
Join us on a fascinating journey exploring King Solomon in
his youth through an in-depth reading of the Song of Songs.
Rabbi Dr. Benjamin Lau, will guide us on a literary and
spiritual journey into the world of the wisest king of all time
during his youth.
12.11.24 | 10.12.24 | 21.2.25 | 18.3.25
11:30-12:30

THE LECTURES ARE HELD AT BERESHEET
FREE OF CHARGE FOR RETIREES



Dr. Gedaliah Mordechai Stern

STATE-OF-THE-ART

Dental Implants

Diplomate of Oral Implantology

Teeth In 
An Hour

Faster, Easier and Better than ever before. 

Bone grafts or sinus  lifts Cutting and stitching Months without teeth Not enough bone
(These can usually be avoided today)

Come and get a second opinion, if you were told you need: 

Almost always with less pain and less swelling, thanks to Lasers and Advanced Technologies. 
No-cost consult. No-cost x-rays (2D/3D) if have already, within last 6 months.
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES

FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

“Vayomer Hashem el Avram lech lecha mei-
artzecha u’mimoladitcha u’mibeit avicha el 
ha’aretz asher ar’eka – Hashem said to Avram, 
“Go away from your land, from your birth-
place, and from your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you.”” Here we have the 
first recorded command that Avraham Avinu 
receives from Hashem. Midrash Rabbah elu-
cidates, Hashem deliberately withheld the 
exact location to increase Avram’s anticipa-
tion and thus make the land “more beloved 
in his eyes,” as well as to reward Avram for 
each step that he took towards his destination. 
Why was it necessary for Avram to receive 
a reward for each step that he took? What is 
the deeper lesson here and its relevance to 
each of us? 

Rav Baruch Ber Leibowitz zt”l understands 
that had Hashem told Avraham Avinu the 
final destination, settling the land would 
have been the goal, and the journey towards 
that goal would be considered a “hechsher 

mitzvah” - just a preparation to achieve the 
mitzvah. Yet, Hashem wanted to reward 
Avraham Avinu every step of the way and 
therefore expressed His directive “to go to the 
land that I will show you,” so that the steps 
themselves were transformed into a mitzvah. 

This perspective offers us a paradigm shift 
in how we view our relationship towards 
mitzvot. Instead of seeing mitzvot as a 
burden, we can look at them as G-d given 
opportunities so He can continuously reward 
us and benefit us. “Halachah” is related to the 
world “halichah,” to walk, as each step of our 
lives is replete with opportunities to do the 
Will of Hashem and experience His goodness.

Rabbeinu Bechaya zt”l notes that the phrase 
“lech lecha” is related to the Hebrew word 
“lichluch,” the dirt or grime that sticks to a 
person from his surroundings. Rav Schein-
erman in Ohel Moshe explains that Hashem 
is commanding Avram, “Lech lecha! Leave 
the negative influences that you have accu-
mulated in your home environment! Further, 
you will be rewarded for every step that you 
take to move past these forces.” 

Therefore, Avram is first told to leave his 
land, then his birthplace, and finally his 
father’s home, which is the hardest to discon-
nect and separate from. This emphasizes how 
important it is to make a conscious effort, one 
step at a time, to break away from negative 
influences that we may have grown up with. 

The Reward for Every Step

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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Rav Tuvia Weiss zt”l in Sha’arei Tuvia shares 
that this is perhaps one reason that we say 
the brachah “shelo asani goy,” every day, 
even though it should be sufficient to say 
it once in our lifetime. Rather, this brachah 
reminds us of the importance to maintain our 
separateness, to activate our Jewish pride in 
not allowing non-Torah influences to be part 
of our culture. 

Like Avraham Avinu, we too must take the 
command “lech lecha” and constantly choose 
to move away from adverse ideologies and 
perspectives that are antithetical to Torah 
living. Like Avraham Avinu, we too will see 
everlasting reward. 

NO-OBLIGATION, FREE CONSULTATIONS!

CONTACT OUR BROKERS!

052-371-1871
ASIEGEL@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

DAVI KATZ
054-333-0039

DKATZ@
MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

058-532-5012
ASTRICKOFF@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

YITZCHAK WAGNER
053-722-8001
YWAGNER@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

+
+

HELPING YOU PURCHASE YOUR HOME IN ISRAEL

    

 
 

JERUSALEM SALES    

 
TALBIEH - Private Land: 
TAMA 38: 4 Rms, 128 sqm (incl. MB en suite),  
balcony, Shabbat elevator, Old City view! 
Occupancy: February 2026.  
Price: NIS 65,000 per sqm. 
RECHAVIA  
*Duplex! 5 bdrms, 25 sqm kitchen, succah, 
  shabbat elevator, 2 parking, storage.  
NACHLAOT / CITY CENTER 
*2 rms, priv. entr. storage room, NIS 2,190,000 
*2 One bedroom apartments, renovated, purchase   
together or separate, shabbos elevator, view!  
OLD KATAMON 
160 sqm 4 bdrms, garden, storage, parking 
Price NIS 8,900,000. 

HAR NOF 
Centrally Located– 10 room duplex with 400 sqm 
garden (room for a pool), excellent condition  

Eiferman Properties Ltd. 
www.eifermanrealty.com  

FOR MANY MORE PROPERTIES:  
02-651-4030 

A small Sefer Torah with its own 
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses 

or for any other necessary occasion 
on a temporary free-loan basis. 

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path 

of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)
RABBI JUDAH
MischelEXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH: ALONG THE PATH OF TESHUVA (MOSAICA 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

Lech Lecha: 
#Blessed

Renowned for their selfless hospitality and 
legendary hachnasas orchim, the Machlis 
family is a paragon of self-sacrifice in gener-
ous giving. The kidush Hashem and positivity 
radiating from the Machlis home has filled 
Yerushalayim with light for decades. Each 
Shabbos, hundreds of guests are welcomed, 
countless Jews and non-Jews alike have passed 
through their home, enjoying a Shabbos or Yom 
Tov seudah. Entering their holy abode, one is 
greeted with open arms, showered with kind-
ness, nourishment and a deluge of blessings. 

A brilliant talmid chacham and beloved 
teacher of Torah, Rav Mordechai Machlis 
readily overflows with sage words of encour-
agement and chizuk to those who approach 
him. On one occasion, a group gathered in the 
Machlis home sought his blessings, and the 
Rav readily complied with all their personal 
requests, blessing them one by one for good 
health, happiness, shalom bayis, parnassah and 
the fulfillment of every need.

One of the petitioners, a middle-aged gentle-
man, asked for blessing for success. Rav Machlis 
asked him what he did for a living. It turned out 
he was a pediatric oncologist trained to address 
the rarest, most intensive cases of childhood 
cancer. Rav Machlis was at a loss for words. 
How could he bless the visitor for “success”? If 

he prayed that the doctor should have an abun-
dance of parnassah from his work, it would 
be like asking for more children to be in dire 
need of his medical specialty, chas v’shalom…. 

Suddenly, there was a sparkle in Rav Mach-
lis’s eyes. “I bless us that there should be no 
more illness, no more sickness in the world,” 
he exclaimed. “Everyone should be healthy — 
and except for birthing centers, may there be 
no need for hospitals! Your field of expertise 
should become obsolete, just a faint memory. 
Then, people all over the world should pay you 
generously to come and speak, sharing your 
remarkable story of being part of that strange 
historical phenomenon that once was called 
‘pediatric oncology’.

וֶֶהְְיֵֵה  מֶֶךָָ  ְ שְׁ� לָָה  וַַאֲֲגַַדְּ�ְ וַַאֲֲבָָרֶֶכְְךָָ  דוֹֹל  גָּ�ָ לְְגוֹֹי  ךָָ  וְְאֶֶעֶֶשְׂ�ְ  
לֹ  לְְךָָ אָָאֹרֹ וְְנִִבְְרְְּוּכ בְְךָָ כֹּ� רָָכָָה׃ וַַאֲֲבָָרֲֲכָָה מְְבָָרְְכֶֶיךָָ מְְּוּקַַלֶּ�ֶ בְּ�ְ

חֹתֹ הָָאֲֲדָָמָָה׃  ְ פְּ� ְ מִִשְׁ�
I will make you a great nation and I will bless 

you. I will make your name great and you shall 
be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you 
and curse him that curses you; 

And all the families of the earth shall bless 
themselves by you.” (12:1-3)

Chazal relate that the wise and righteous 
Rebbe Chanina ben Dosa had a special koach 
and skill in praying for the sick. When Rebbe 
Yochanan ben Zakai’s son fell seriously ill, he 
turned to his student and cried, “Chanina, pray 
for my child so that he may live!”

Chanina ben Dosa promptly placed his head 
between his knees, davened for Hashem’s 
mercy, and the boy recovered. (Berachos, 34b)
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“Every day a voice goes out from Chorev 
and declares, בִִיל חֲֲנִִינָָא ְ שְׁ� וֹֹּלּּוּּכּ נִִוֹֹּזּנִִין בִּ�ִ  ל הָָעוֹֹלָָם   כָּ�ָ
נִִי  ”’!All the world is nourished bishvil Chanina‘ ,בְּ�ְ
(Berachos, 17b). While the p’shat, the simple 
meaning of ‘bishvil’ is ‘for the sake of’, the Baal 
Shem Tov, zy’a, says shvil can also be translated 
as ‘path’ or ‘pipeline’. Reb Chanina’s prayers 
and blessings opened a channel or path for 
Hashem’s outpouring of shefa, bounty, good-
ness and blessing. All the world was nourished 
and blessed through the spiritual ‘pipeline’ of 
Rebbe Chanina.

Rashi comments on our pasuk (12:2): וֶֶהְְיֵֵה 
י רַַכְְתִּ�ִ ו הָָיּוּ בְְיָָדִִי, בֵּ�ֵ ָ יָָדְְךָָ; עַַד עַַכְְשָׁ� רָָוֹֹכת נְְתּוּנוֹֹת בְּ�ְ רָָכָָה. הַַבְּ�ְ  בְּ�ְ
ץֹ חְְפֹּ� ר תַּ�ַ ֶ ה תְְבָָרֵֵךְְ אֶֶת אֲֲשֶׁ� ו אַַתָּ�ָ ָ  ,לְְאָָדָָם וְְנֹחַַֹ, מֵֵּוּעַַכְְשָׁ�
“And you shall be a blessing: ‘The blessings are 
entrusted into your hand. Until now, they were 
in My hand; I blessed Adam and Noach. From 
now on, you may bless whomever you wish!’” 
How did Avraham Avinu, and Rebbe Chanina, 
merit to bless others?

 One with a good eye will be“ ,טוב עין הוא יבורך
blessed” (Mishlei, 22:9). Alternatively translated, 
this pasuk reveals, ‘One with a good eye should 
be the one to bless.’ To bestow a blessing upon 
another, we need to see, acknowledge and 
affirm their worthiness. We honor them by 
seeing what they need and sharing our hopes 
and prayers for their wellbeing. Implicit in 
blessing is being tov ayin, ‘with an eye to the 
good’, with respect for the other person and 
an appreciation of their goodness.

Indeed, the Mirrer Mashgiach, Reb Yerucham 
Levovitz, zt’l, teaches that the effectiveness of 
one’s blessing depends on one’s selflessness, 
magnanimity and ayin tovah. Their ‘pipeline’ 
is open to the extent that they see the good 
in, and truly desire the wellbeing of, another. 
Thus, the source of Avraham Avinu and Rebbi 
Chanina’s ‘powers’ was none other than their 

total selflessness, and this is how they merited 
to become conduits of blessing for the whole 
world. 

Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai says that Avraham 
Avinu wore a medallion with a precious jewel 
with healing powers, and anyone suffering ill-
ness who gazed at it was immediately cured 
(Bava Basra, 16b). The tzadik Rebbe Moshe 
of Kubrin, zy’a, asserts that this jewel was not 
‘magic’, rather its koach was rooted in the trait 
that Avraham himself exemplified — great 
chesed, kindness to others. Furthermore, Avra-
ham bequeathed to each of us this ability to 
bless, uplift and heal others. Whenever a Jew 
engages in selfless kindness, practices hospi-
tality and blesses others heartfully, he or she 
awakens the healing power of Avraham. And 
this is how anyone, even “all the families of the 
earth,” can merit to bless themselves through 
Avraham.

May we open our hearts in selfless kindness, 
and our eyes to see the good. May we open the 
gates of blessing, healing and salvation for all of 
Am Yisrael and all the good people of the world. 
And let all our troubles and tzaros, illness and 
pain, become but faded memories, relegated to 
history books and tellers of ancient tales.

In honor of the Yahrtzeit this week of our 
great teacher, Rebbetzin Henny Machlis, a’h 
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Israeli Teens. The future is in 
their hands. Their future is in yours.

O U I S R A E L . O R G / P R O M I S E

TOMORROW’S 
PARAMEDIC
HAS FINALLY 
FOUND A 
TEMPORARY SCHOOL.
Her family is eagerly waiting to 
return to their home in northern Israel.
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SHIUR SPONSORS
TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT 

Chana Spivack - 050-229-4951 or donate online: 
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR  
Sponsored for this academic year by the Frist family  

in memory of their beloved daughter and sister  
Elisheva Frist a”h – אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ע”ה

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN’S SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2024-2025 academic year by the  

Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families  
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z”l

  מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז”ל 
וצביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל ע”ה

Tzitzit tying at the OU Israel Center  
with Ruti - no experience needed

Mondays at 1:30pm  
and Wednesdays at 12:00pm

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Resumes
Oct 15th12:30-1:15pm

רפואה שלמה
Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

Chana bat Bruriah
Benzion Simcha Mendel Ben Chana Rachel

Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe
Nechama Charna bat Feigel

Leah Naomi bat Tova
Pesach ben Sarah Frieda

Rina Feigle bat Rivka 
אברהם יהושע בן פרל באהדנא

לב אייזיק בן אולגה
יהונתן בן מחלה

רפואה שלמה
אורה בת ראינה
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REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
DIRECTOR OF OU ISRAEL WOMEN’S DIVISION

Every End 
is a New 

Beginning
The past few weeks have been difficult 

ones for Klal Yisrael in general. The yishuv 
where I live, Mitzpe Yericho has been hit 
hard. Within the span of 2 days, we lost two 
precious lives. Yishai Mann Hy”d and Aviad 
Naiman Hy”d both died in service of their 
country, leaving behind parents, children, 
siblings, friends, and an entire Yishuv to 
mourn their loss. A third member of the 
yishuv was severely injured a couple of days 
later (please daven for Evyatar Menachem 
Chaim ben Zehava). Yet, amid all the loss, the 
Yishuv also experienced moments of great 
simcha — woven between the sorrow came 
the news of a few precious new babies born 
into the community.

Naturally, the entire community wanted to 
help out in whatever way they could. Numer-
ous sign up sheets went around, offering 
opportunities of bringing food to the fami-
lies. Being one of the last ones to sign up, I 
didn’t get much choice of what to bring, I took 
what was left - hard-boiled eggs for a family 
in mourning and chickpeas for a family cele-
brating a Shalom Zacher. I didn’t give it much 
thought until later when I noted that both of 
the foods I was assigned are rooted in Jewish 

traditions and they symbolize the exact same 
thing. We eat round foods both at times of 
death and times of birth to remind ourselves 
that life is a cycle, a continuum of beginnings 
and endings that forms an ongoing journey.

Thinking about it further, I realized that 
this is exactly the message of Simchat Torah 
as well. We end the Torah reading cycle with 
Parshat v’Zot Habracha and then immedi-
ately begin again with Parshat Bereishit. 
Every end is a new beginning. Each new 
beginning builds on the cycle that came 
before it. Our learning is one level deeper this 
year, building on new insights we gained last 
year, the same way that each generation of 
new neshamot builds on what the generation 
before accomplished. 

This idea of cyclical time is woven into 
every aspect of the Jewish calendar. Rosh 
Hashanah, the start of a new year, doesn’t 
stand alone—it draws from everything from 
the previous year, allowing us to achieve even 
more based on what we’ve already accom-
plished. We also find this concept in Rosh 
Chodesh, the beginning of each new month, 
and in Shabbat, which marks the close of one 
week and the start of another. Judaism gives 
us numerous opportunities to mark time, to 
celebrate endings and appreciate what has 
been accomplished in the past and at the 
same time, to contemplate new beginnings 
and look towards the future.

This concept is also very relevant to the 
changes and transitions that are taking place 
at OU Israel in general, and for the Women’s 
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Division (L’Ayla) specifically. As many of you 
know, OU Israel will be moving out of the 
current OU Israel Center building on Keren 
Hayesod Street, but b’ezrat Hashem, our 
programming will only be increasing. Our 
headquarter offices will be moving to Har 
Hotzvim and our programming will be mov-
ing to neighborhoods around Yerushalayim, 
and around Israel, in an effort to service 
Anglo Olim of all ages, demographics, and 
locations. 

The past 25 years in the current building 
have been incredible. Tens of thousands of 
people have walked through the doors of the 
OU Israel Center building, always leaving 
inspired and invigorated. The amount of 
Torah learned in the building is unbelievable, 
but equally important are the friendships and 
connections that were formed, giving Olim 
a sense of family and community. Our time 
in the current building is coming to a close 
but here too, we find that every ending is a 
new beginning. As we look to the future, we 
hope to build off of the success of the past, 
to continue to grow and expand. 

We have already begun to offer three full 
mornings of shiurim in various neighbor-
hoods in Yerushalayim to both men and 
women (see center spread) with a great 
lineup of teachers. In addition to our full 
schedule of shiurim for the general public, 
I’d like to briefly outline the programs we 
have designed specifically for the Women’s 
Division:

1. Rosh Chodesh Seminars - Our popular 
monthly seminars will bez”H take place at 
Beit Knesset Yeshurun. Our inspiring shiurim 
will be followed by a beautiful Hallel with 
Rikka Razel, offering women the opportu-
nity to start their month off with a powerful 

combination of Torah and Tefilla. We piloted 
this program in Elul and had an amazing 
turnout of approximately 200 women!

2. Nach Yomi Yimei Iyun - For women who 
are learning Nach Yomi or who just enjoy 
Tanach shiurim, these yimei iyun will take 
place at a very central location (soon to be 
announced).

3. Women’s Tiyulim - We will iy”H con-
tinue to offer our Tanach Tiyulim, seeing the 
words of Tanach come alive at sites around 
Israel.

4. The Women’s Hub - We are thrilled to 
announce the grand opening of the OU Israel 
Women’s Division Hub. All of our women’s 
evening programming will take place on 
Monday evenings in our new Hub, which is 
located in a 4-story building on Radak Street 
in Rechavia. This programming includes: the 
ATID midrasha evening for young Olot, the 
Dorot intergenerational choir, Rebbetzin 
Shira Smiles’s weekly Parsha shiur, parent-
ing classes, our mother-daughter pre-Chagm 
program, the Bat Mitzvah and Beyond pro-
gram, our NextGen monthly events, Women’s 
Performance Community events, and more. 

We are working on additional morning 
venues for weekly women’s shiurim and our 
Young Mothers’ Club. Once all of this is in 
place, we will iy”H begin working on offering 
satellite Women’s Division programming in 
Anglo communities around Israel. 

We are very excited about all of this 
growth and expansion, but also recognize 
that change can be challenging. We know 
that many of our classes and programs have 
been a mainstay in people’s lives for years, 
so we understand that changes in timing and 
location may not be convenient for everyone. 
In an effort to continue to serve everyone, a 
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professional videographer has been hired to 
ensure that our regular shiurim are recorded 
and uploaded to our Youtube channel in a 
very timely manner. 

It is our sincere hope and prayer that the 
close of this incredible era will also mark 
the beginning of an exciting new phase, and 
that the achievements of past decades will be 
multiplied many times over, reaching Olim 
across the entire country. Thank you all for 
your patience and support as we transition 
into this new chapter. May we see much Hat-
zlacha in this endeavor and Besorot Tovot for 
all of Klal Yisrael! 

THE ISRAELB ONLINE COMMUNITY
Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!
n Install the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones
     (Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
n Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
n We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
n Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
n Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

CONTACT BENJY SINGER: 
benjysinger@israelb.org or 
053-285-1526
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simchat shmuel

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
PROGRAM DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL CENTER

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Parshat Lech Lecha opens with Hash-
em’s instruction to Avram to leave behind 
his ancestral homeland and depart for the 
Land of Israel. It is in this Land that he will 
become a great nation, be blessed and his 
name will become great. Rashi explains 
that in addition to Avram’s name becoming 
greatly recognized for his accomplishments, 
that there is more being alluded to in the 
words- V’Agadla Shemecha- and your name 
will be great. 
על שמך,  אות  מוסיף  הריני  ואגדלה שמך,  זהו 
אברהם,  ואילך  מכאן  אברם  שמך  עכשיו  שעד 

ואברהם עולה רמ”ח כנגד איבריו של אדם 
And this is the meaning of and I will make 

your name great. I will add a letter to your 
name, for until now, your name was Avram. 
From now on your name will be Avraham, 
and Avraham equals 248, corresponding to 
the parts of the human body.

So according to Rashi, when Hashem 
promises Avram that his name will become 
great, it is an allusion to the fact that Hashem 
will add an additional letter to Avram’s 
name and he will be known from then on 
as Avraham, and that the numerical value 
of his new name corresponds the parts of 
the human body. How are we to understand 
this interpretation offered by Rashi? What 
is the significance of Avraham’s , new,”great 
name” corresponding to the parts of the 
human body?

In a fascinating teaching, the Avodat 
Elazar,the Kozshnitzer Rebbe zy’a, explains 
that when we first are introduced to Avram, 

his name connotes that he is the Av Ram- he 
is the “father” if you will, of teaching the 
world about Romemut Hashem - that there 
is one G-d who exists above and beyond this 
world. However, as he enters into Eretz Yis-
rael, his understanding of our relationship to 
Hashem evolves to become more complete as 
reflected in the promise V’Agadla Shemecha 
your name will become great. His new name 
Avraham which corresponds in gematria, to 
all the various parts which come together to 
form a complete human being, represents the 
transformation to a more complete spiritual 
clarity. Avraham ceases to teach the world 
solely about Romemut Hashem- but also begins 
to teach the world about Gadlut Hashem- the 
greatness of G-d. 

The Rebbe explains further, that the term 
Gadlut- greatness can only be measured 
when an item is placed near something that 
is smaller or less than the item that is gadol. 
So too, Avraham’s new name represents a 
spiritual evolution in Avraham’s own under-
standing of his relationship with Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu, which he begins to share with 
the entire world. 

The name Avram- marks the beginning of 
his spiritual journey, teaching others about 
the one G-d who exists beyond our world, 
however the more sophisticated under-
standing, represented by his new name 
Avraham, represents a transition where 
he begins to teach the world that Hashem 
is paradoxically also gadol - Hashem is great 
and imminently present in our lives, even as 
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His presence remains beyond our physical 
capacity to see or grasp. 

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us merit to heed 
this powerful teaching from the Rebbe of 
Kozshnitz, and work to embrace the paradox 
that represents a more complete, heightened 
spiritual awareness, that though Hashem may 
be physically beyond us here in this world, 
His great presence is indeed imminent and 
here with us, in each and every moment. 

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

J E R U S A L E M

R E A L  E S T A T E

3 Moshe Hess St., Jerusalem
0778038511

FOR SALE IN GUSH ETZION:
ALON SHVUT  

Only 20 min. from Jerusalem, 6 room garden apartment, 
~150 sqm, private entrance, no steps, perfect condition, 

Great potential, Building rights for additional 90sqm., 
central, quiet & desired neighborhood, near green parks 
& playgrounds, central synagogue, “Yeshivat Har Etzion”, 

community services, clinics, kindergarten, minimarket 
and more. Exclusive! Sigalit  053-6302548

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:
MAGNIFICENT PRIVATE HOUSE  

IN THE GERMAN COLONY 
Beautiful, rare Arab-style 6-room “stand alone” house, 

217 sq.m. on a large plot, 500 sq.m beautiful surrounding 
garden, original floors, high ceilings, quiet,  

pastoral location, minutes walk from Emek Refaim  
shops and restaurants, Orient hotel, First Station  

and more. Exclusive! Nava 053-6642512

IN CLASSICAL BEIT-HAKEREM  
(BRACHYAHU ST). 

Sunny 4-room apt., green surroundings, small build-
ing, sukkah terrace, great potential! Quiet yet central 

location: near commercial center, quality schools, light 
rail, synagogue, Shaare Zedek medical center. Exclusive! 

Anat 053-6725042
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GEULAS YISRAEL

BY RABBI MOSHE 
TARAGIN

GEULAS YISRAEL

The Origin 
Story 

Jewish history was born thousands of years 
ago. In that sacred moment, Hashem forged 
an eternal covenant- the Brit Bein Habetarim- 
with Avraham, laying the foundation for the 
journey of our people and setting the stage 
for generations of destiny.

The covenant took shape following an ear-
lier nighttime dialogue between Hashem and 
Avraham. Hashem had promised Avraham 
that he would father a great nation. Yet at this 
point, Avraham remained childless, assuming 
that his non-Jewish servant would be his heir. 
To reassure him, Hashem guided him outside, 
pointing to the heavens. He assured Avraham 
that, just as the stars are beyond counting, so 
too would his descendants be uncountable. 

In likening Avraham’s children to the stars, 
Hashem crafted an analogy between the Jewish 
people and celestial lights. We, like stars sus-
pended in perpetual orbit, hover above history, 
unaffected by earthly forces. Just as natural 
laws governing the earth do not affect the stars, 
so too are the Jewish people governed by laws 
beyond those that shape other nations. Our 
history is distinct, transcendent, and eternal. 

This starry promise soothed Avraham’s 
worries, and the Torah registers his quiet 
acceptance.

 והאמין בה’ ויחשבה לו צדקה

FROM CHILDREN TO LAND 
At this stage, the conversation shifted from 

Avraham’s descendants to the question of 
inheriting the Land of Israel. Twice before, 
Avraham had been promised this Land. Upon 
his arrival in Israel, Hashem pledged that his 
descendants would inhabit it. After Lot’s 
hasty departure, the promise was renewed. 
Yet much had changed since those initial 
assurances. A brutal war was waged between 
powerful empires and ruthless warlords over 
the territories of Israel. The promised land 
seemed occupied by formidable kingdoms 
and entrenched armies. Near Yerushalayim, 
a city had formed around a religious center 
led by Malki Tzedek, a priest-king. This Land 
was neither barren nor abandoned. Instead, 
it was fiercely contested by stronger, estab-
lished powers. Avraham could scarcely envi-
sion how he might inherit a Land so firmly 
held by powerful rivals.

Confused, he asks Hashem 
במה אדע כי אירשנה 

Avraham’s question to Hashem did not sug-
gest disbelief in the divine promise. Rather, he 
was confounded by the seeming improbabil-
ity of such a promise materializing amidst the 
harsh realities surrounding him. Avraham 
did not doubt Hashem’s intent, power, or 
commitment to deliver the Land. Yet, he was 
perplexed by the “how” of it: how could such 
an improbable event come to pass? 

The mighty empires appeared deeply 
entrenched, and the forces around him too 
formidable to be dislodged. And “when” 

RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
RAM YESHIVAT HAR ETZION
MAGGID SHIUR ALL PARSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG



OU ISRAEL CENTER 55

mission. We are tasked with inspiring human-
ity to higher monotheistic and moral ground, 
yet no one enjoys “disrupters” who challenge 
prevailing complacency and convention. 
The road of Jewish destiny—and the journey 
toward dwelling in the Land of Israel—would 
be fraught with hardship and strain, part of 
our nation’s timeless calling. Only after endur-
ing a harsh and painful exile in Egypt would 
we receive Israel. Furthermore, this exile 
would serve as a template for Jewish history, 
foreshadowing future cycles of persecution.
IT BEGINS IN ISRAEL 

Additionally, Hashem informed Avraham 
that adversity would not begin in Egypt. The 
phrase גר יהיה זרעך בארץ לא להם does not 
refer solely to Egyptian servitude but rather 
to the struggles within the Land of Israel 
itself. Though the concluding phrase of ועבדום 
 points to persecution and slavery ועינו אותם

would it come to be? Time was slipping by, 
and Avraham, advancing in age, saw no sign 
that Israel was within reach. It wasn’t disbelief 
but rather confusion over a divine assurance 
that appeared to defy the present reality. 
AN INDIRECT RESPONSE

Unlike His response to Avraham’s earlier 
question about having children, Hashem 
did not provide a straightforward answer 
to this inquiry about Land. While fathering 
children was a promise which would be “eas-
ily” attained, the route to settlement in Israel 
would be more arduous and bewildering. 

In responding to Avraham’s question, 
Hashem emphasized two crucial elements 
that would shape Jewish history. Firstly, 
Hashem cautioned Avraham that the path 
to settling Israel would not be smooth:

ועבדום ועינו אותם ארבע מאות שנה 
“They will be enslaved and oppressed for 

four hundred years.” Before receiving Hash-
em’s promised Land, we would descend into 
Egypt for centuries of slavery and affliction. 
This harsh sentence, perhaps, was a pun-
ishment for the jealousy and betrayal in the 
sale of Yosef or for smaller missteps, even by 
Avraham himself, including this moment of 
questioning (Nedarim 32). 

However, the descent to Egypt was not a 
single event but a template for Jewish history. 
The phrase וגם את הגוי אשר יעבודו דן אנכי, 
particularly the word “וגם,” which signifies 
a recurring phenomenon, suggests that our 
people would repeatedly face oppression 
from those who oppose Hashem’s presence 
in the world, and wage a proxy battle against 
His representatives.
INTEGRAL TO OUR MISSION 

Our servitude in Egypt though, was not 
solely a punishment but is integral to Jewish 
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in Egypt, the earlier phrase of גר יהיה זרעך 
 captures the struggle to establish בארץ לא
Jewish presence in the land of Israel itself. 
The struggle of Jewish history would arise 
immediately, in the effort to inhabit a Land 
divinely promised to us. From the outset, we 
would face opposition from those who sought 
to deny Hashem’s children their rightful place 
in His chosen Land.

Throughout Sefer Bereshit, even before 
Egyptian oppression, and despite our fore-
fathers often finding favor among the local 
inhabitants, our presence in the Land of 
Israel was fiercely contested. Avraham could 
barely secure a small plot to bury Sarah. 
Yitzchak’s repeated attempts to dig wells 
and cultivate the land were met with hos-
tility. And after a twenty-year exile in Aram 
Naharaim, Yaakov returned to face Esav and 
his 400 mercenaries, escaping that threat only 
to confront the aftermath of his daughter’s 
abduction by local chieftains.

Each of our Avot recognized that the chal-
lenge encapsulated in the phrase גר יהיה זרעך 
 had already begun during their בארץ לא להם
lifetimes, even while residing within the 
borders of Israel. They understood that they 
were not yet “owners,” but rather “guests” or 
 Avraham, in his negotiations with the .גרים
people of Chevron, identified himself as גר 
 I am both a stranger and“ - ותושב אנכי עמכם
a resident.” Yitzchak, instructed by Hashem 
to remain in the land during a famine, was 
told גור בארץ הזאת - to “sojourn” in Israel as a 
visitor, and he immediately encountered local 
resistance to his attempts to settle. Similarly, 
Yaakov, upon returning to the Land, humbly 
remarked, עם לבן גרתי - acknowledging that 
even after years in Aram, he had not estab-
lished a permanent home in Israel.

We are currently living through this nar-
rative of Sefer Bereshit. Though we have 
physically returned to our Land, we still 
struggle for recognized sovereignty over it. 
Sefer Bereishit is alive in 2024, we are living 
its story and conducting its struggles. 
FORFEIT

The second crucial point Hashem conveyed 
to Avraham was the timing of full inheritance 
of the Land. It would not occur in Avraham’s 
lifetime, nor in that of his children or grand-
children, but rather in the fourth generation. 
Only after the sins of the indigenous locals 
reached their tipping point could his descen-
dants fully inherit the Land.

כי לא שלם עון האמורי עד הנה 
At that time, the sins of the inhabitants 

would have reached such depths that they 
would forfeit their right to live in Israel. 

Our claim to the Land of Israel rests upon 
the surrender of other nations, for only when 
those who dwell here relinquish their aspi-
rations can ours firmly take root. Hashem’s 
Land, too spiritually delicate, cannot bear the 
heavy burden of sin and corruption. When 
its inhabitants stain and pollute this sacred 
soil, they relinquish their hold on the Land 
of Israel. Only a people devoted to holiness 
can inhabit a realm that knows no tolerance 
for evil.

Soon after receiving this information, 
Avraham witnessed it unfolding before his 
eyes. The twin cities of Sodom and Gomor-
rah were eradicated from the map of Israel. 
Their crimes were severe, yet they would not 
have warranted annihilation had they existed 
elsewhere. Their sins paled in comparison 
to those of the generation of the Flood. Yet, 
they were consumed in a hail of fire, for 
the Land of Israel could not endure their 
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OU Press is honored to partner 
with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his 
new volume in Hebrew regarding 
the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch 
Hahastara). This remarkable book is 
also available in English, “Dark Clouds 
Above, Faith Below”

Rabbi Taragin’s newest sefer entitled 
“Reclaiming Redemption Deciphering 
the Maze of Jewish History (Mosaica)” 
is now available at: 
www.reclaimingredemption.com 
and in bookstores.

immoral ways. The tragic saga of Sodom and 
Gomorrah serves as a poignant reminder that 
this sacred land does not permit the stain of 
immorality to persist.

The journey to settle Israel is a historical 
process in which all other nations reveal 
themselves unworthy of living on this Land 
and we are summoned to create a society 
of godliness and morality under Hashem’s 
watchful gaze.

This process continues today. The local 
inhabitants have proven themselves inca-
pable of inhabiting the Land. This soil 
cannot absorb murder, rape, the burning of 
innocents, death chants, and the revelry in 
innocent bloodshed. Gradually, their grip on 
the Land is weakening, just as the Emorites 
lost theirs thousands of years ago.

Jewish history unfolds in cycles. What has 
happened before unfolds anew. We hope this 
current cycle is drawing to its end. We pray to 
Hashem to witness the heresy and immorality 
of those who still occupy His Land. We plead 
for Him to remove them and replace them 
with His people. And we ask for His help in 
our own struggle—to transform ourselves 
from mere strangers into those who will 
eternally dwell in the Land of God. 
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HAFTORAH BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

INSIGHTS DIRECTOR,  
OU WOMEN’S INITIATIVE

Renewal in 
Every Stride
HAFTORAH - YESHAYAHU 40:27 - 41:16 

רִִים יָָרּוּצּוּ וְְלֹאֹ  ָ שָׁ� נְּ�ְ וְְקוֹֹיֵֵ ה’ יַַחֲֲלִִיפּוּ כֹחַַֹ יַַעֲֲלּוּ אֵֵבֶֶר כַּ�ַ
יִִיגָָעּוּ יֵֵלְְּוּכ וְְלֹאֹ יִִיעָָפּוּ׃

But they who trust in Hashem shall renew 
their strength, they raise wing as eagles, they 
run and do not become tired; they shall 
march and not grow faint.

Yeshayahu’s words in the Haftorah paint 
a picture of Hashem’s unfailing support for 
those who trust in Him. But why does he use 
the term יחליפו כח - “exchange” or “transform” 
strength - rather than the more straightfor-
ward נותן כח, “give strength”? And what’s the 
significance of flying, running, and walking?

The Malbim explains that there are two 
distinct types of exhaustion: עיף refers to 
physical exhaustion which is replenished 
through rest and nourishment while יגע 
is mental and psychological exhaustion. 

Relieving this fatigue requires emotional 
and psychological renewal, often found in 
self-encouragement, spiritual connection and 
community support.

Yeshayahu’s message is steadying and time-
less: there are times when we cannot fly or 
even run, yet we must continue forward, even 
if only by foot. Hashem renews our strength 
to fit each moment, helping us to walk when 
we cannot soar. By pairing running with 
overcoming mental exhaustion and walk-
ing with overcoming physical exhaustion, 
Yeshayhu understands and underscores 
that our journey may be challenging and 
even overwhelming, but Hashem is with 
us at every step. During these difficult and 
painful times, we may find ourselves walking, 
with no strength to run or fly. We should find 
strength knowing that putting one foot in 
front of the other is still moving forward. 
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Rav Kook: 
Love for All 
Humanity

For almost two thousand years the expe-
rience of the Jew living in foreign lands, 
often being brutally persecuted, left us with 
little opportunity to interact 
positively with our gentile 
neighbors. 

Rav Kook sensed that things 
would dramatically shift with 
the Jewish people’s return 
home. With autonomy and a 
renewed sense of self-actual-
ization, we as a people could 
finally fulfill one of our most 
exalted aspirations. Namely, 
to take responsibility for healing the world. 

The goal to be a guiding light to all the 
nations was a mission first articulated by God 

to the founders of our faith: Avraham and 
Sarah. This mission was conveyed to them in 
a most dramatic way, with a change to their 
very names.
AVRAHAM AND SARAH

The Talmud (Berachot 13a) elucidates 
Avraham’s and Sarah’s change of name. Their 
original name Avram and Sarai were a reflec-
tion of the fact they functioned as leaders for 
their own community. The addition to their 
names symbolized a significant transition. 

They were to go beyond their 
own cohort and expand their 
concern to ‘a multitude of 
nations.

Rav Kook comments that 
it is natural for a person to 
be nationalistic. In the same 
way that we express a nat-
ural love for our immediate 
family we also feel bound 
to the people of the nation. 

However, Avraham and Sarah attained a 
spiritual level in which they perceived that 
true love and devotion cannot remain limited 
to one’s peers. Authentic care and concern 
for others is boundless. It stretches to all of 
humanity. (Ain Aya, Berachot 1:174)

In this same passage the Talmud makes the 
assertion that uttering the name of Avraham 
using the original format (Avram) is a serious 
transgression. Rav Kook explains that the 
wrongdoing is not only uttering the wrong 
name. To regard Avraham as being only 
‘Avram’ is a failure to appreciate and give 
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**FOR RENT! RECHAVIA 9
BEDROOMS 4 LEVELS HOUSE.
Experience luxury in Rechavia with this
exquisite 400 m² house featuring 9
bedrooms, 7 bathrooms, and a private
rooftop with an open pool. Enjoy
seamless access with private elevator
and a state-of-the-art kitchen equipped
for a chef. 
Elegant interiors and top-of-the-line
furnishings make this home move-in
ready. Additional perks include
underground parking for two cars and a
storage room. 
Rent for $20,000/month with a
minimum one-year lease. Contact us for
a private video tour.

Ruth Abrahami - 054-8070677 02-5638221
 www.zimuki.com

voice to the grand vision of a Jewish people’s 
singular role in bringing God’s wisdom and 
the Torah’s inspiration to every nation. (Ain 
Aya, Berachot 1:176)
AVRAHAM IMPACTS THE NATIONAL SCENE

One of the very first episodes the Torah 
reports concerning the life of Avraham was 
his role in impacting the larger society that 
surrounded him. He, together with his small 
group of armed disciples, entered into battle. 
Avraham makes a monumental contribution 
on the world stage. After the victory the King 
of Sodom offers him the spoils of war. Avra-
ham responds by saying that he refuses to 
take anything, “not even a thread or shoe 
string” (Bereshit 14:23).

The Talmud (Chullin 88b) notes that as 
reward for having refused to accept the 
thread and shoe strap, Avraham’s progeny 
would receive two mitzvot: the thread of 
blue of tzitzit and the strap of tefillin. What 
is the meaning of this teaching beyond the 
similarity in items? Rabbi Moshe Taragin 
suggested that the tzitzit and tefillin are 
public displays of the uniqueness of the 
Jew. Both are traditionally worn all day and 
are in prominent view by others. Although 
Avraham had boldly made his impact in the 
larger society, he was not to waver from a 
distinct way of life that was unique to the Jew.

Finding the right balance between the 
Jewish people’s inwardness and her role 
in impacting humanity is highlighted in 
another memorable episode in the life of 
Avraham. Rashi in the opening of Parshat 
Vayera takes note of the fact that the name 
of the place where Avraham underwent his 
circumcision is specified. The Torah does not 
usually mention specific sites. Additionally 
we already know from earlier in the Torah’s 

text ( Bereshit 14:16) that Avraham’s home 
was in the plains of Mamre. 

Rashi explains that the location is given 
because it was Mamre who had given 
[encouragement] advice regarding the cir-
cumcision. Therefore God honored Mamre 
by appearing to Avraham on his land. 

Rav Kook wonders why Avraham would 
need encouragement to fulfill a command of 
the Almighty. Could it be that Avraham, God’s 
faithful servant, entertained doubts whether 
he should fulfill God’s will? Why did Avraham 
find this trial more challenging than many 
others he overcame? Rav Kook answered that 
Avraham was afraid that if he circumcised 
himself, people would no longer be drawn 
to seek him out. The unique sign of milah 
would set Avraham apart from other people. 
People would avoid seeking his instruction. 

Therefore, this directive disturbed 
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Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
Aarong@ouisrael.org  at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.

Avraham. It seemed to negate the very goal 
of his life’s vision - bringing the entire world 
to recognize “the name of God, Lord of the 
Universe” (Bereshit 21:33). 

Mamrei advised Avraham to heed the word 
of God. There was a divine plan not to be 
questioned. It was necessary to nurture the 
sanctity of the Jewish people. The elevation 
of the world will come specifically through 
the uniqueness of Israel and the light it will 
spread to all people (Midbar Shor, p. 197).
DARKNESS AND THE NEW LIGHT OF DAY

It is most noteworthy that Rav Kook, in his 
landmark commentary on aggadot of the 
Talmud, opens by addressing the unique 
role that the Jewish people play among the 
other nations. 

The topic of the first Mishna in all of Shas 
discusses the obligation to recite the Shema 
both morning and night. The text of the 
mishna reads that the exact timing of the 
night corresponds to the time that the Kohen 
would enter his home to eat terumah (the 
kohen’s portion). It seems peculiar to associ-
ate the night time reading of the Shema with 
a curious law related to the Kohen.

Rav Kook exquisitely explains that there 
is deep symbolism. The night represents the 
long dark exile of the Jew. In the gloom of 
the Jewish people’s experience of life they 
were forced to conduct his holy service in 
private. Jewish life was focused inward with 
the emphasis on our spiritual survival and 
prevailing as a people. The Shema recited 
at night characterizes this mode of Jewish 
expression.

The new day with the appearance of light 
represents the Jewish people returning to her 
Land. In a redemptive era the Jew no longer 
needs to cower and keep out of sight. The 

Kohen’s daily sacred service is done publicly. 
A full spectrum of people were invited to 
gather in that sacred setting of the Temple - 
Jew and non-Jew alike. Reciting the day time 
Shema is intended to be a call that is heard 
beyond the confines of our own people - all 
humankind is summoned to recognize and 
acknowledge one God and the Torah’s moral-
ity and light.
A SPIRITUAL REVIVAL 

In his inimitable fashion Rav Kook writes 
in his classic work Orot, how the rebirth of 
Israel in her ancient Land will bring universal 
blessing to the world. Not only the Jew, but all 
mankind will become more conscious of the 
radiance of God and His light in the world:

“Our spiritual revival signifies a universal 
cultural ideological renaissance and reform: 
all life will sparkle with joy at Israel’s 
rebirth, all religion will don new raiments, 
shed its soiled garments and attain robes 
of glory…Avraham’s enhanced universal 
blessing will pervade our revival of Eretz 
Yisrael.” (Orot, p. 17) 

 
Our House 
is for Sale! 

Yedidya 052-4846329 
Yedariel@gmail.com 

Two floor single family house 

232 m2, large yard, 9 bedrooms 

beautiful scenery 

In the center of Dolev 

near Modiein 
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www.theisraelcalendar.org
Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your program 
with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

Visit The Nefesh B'Nefesh 
Israel Calendar to explore English-language events 
taking place all over the country! 

The Israel Calendar is an online platform showcasing virtual and in-person English-speaking 

programming throughout the country. All events posted on the calendar are designed for Olim 

seeking to connect with like-minded Anglos while benefiting from English-oriented events.

Join us for a cozy Hebrew-
learning session at our next 
Cafe Oleh session!
WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/CAFE-OLEH

Cafe Oleh
VIRTUAL
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From the Virtual Desk of the

OU VEBBE REBBE
Rav Daniel Mann

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
RAV DANIEL MANN

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Question: I was saved from a dangerous 
situation and was advised to make a seudat 
hodaya. One of the people I would most want 
to take part is my daughter-in-law (=dil), but 
she is in aveilut for a parent. Is it permitted 
for her to come, and if not, may I invite her 
anyway and leave it up to her, or perhaps 
delay the seuda until after her aveilut?

Answer: We will take a brief look at the 
Halacha and also the personal side.

The prohibition on simcha for an avel is 
most severe during shiva, but the gemara 
(Moed Katan 22b) says that an avel for a 
parent may not go to a wedding for twelve 
months. The gemara struggles with a cat-
egory of happy social interaction called 
simchat merei’ut (of friendship), and the 
halacha is that it is forbidden for twelve 
months (Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 391:2). 

Two main parameters are crucial on rul-
ing in various cases. 1. How festive is the 
event? 2. How important is it for the avel 
to be there? Weddings are the pinnacle of 
festivity, yet an avel can go to his child’s wed-
ding because a proper wedding is unfeasible 
without him (see Rama ibid.). The Rama 
(ibid.) cites a machloket about taking part in 

the seuda of a brit and pidyon haben (consid-
ered low-intensity celebrations) in which the 
avel is not a principal. The Rama concludes: 
“The custom is to not eat at any meal in the 
world for the whole twelve months, if it is 
outside the house.”

There is a machloket about taking part in 
a seudat siyum. The Shach (YD 246:27) says 
that an avel during the twelve months may 
take part in it (see also Gesher Hachayim 
I, 22:2:6). The Beit Lechem Yehuda (to YD 
391:2) says he may only do so if he is making 
the siyum, and the Chochmat Adam (166:2) is 
skeptical about permissibility in light of the 
Rama’s minhag. I did not find discussion of 
a seudat hodaya, but it is parallel to a siyum 
in that they are optional seudot mitzvah (see 
Living the Halachic Process VI,H-3) that are 
not particularly time sensitive (see Shach 
ibid.) and are done in a not overly festive 
manner. 

Since, based on the above, it is legitimate 
for your dil to take part in the seuda, there 
is nothing intrinsically wrong with inviting 
her. Even if the stricter opinion is more 
accepted in her environs, if she believes 
her parent would want her to be lenient, 
this is an important factor (see Shach, YD 
344:9). There are ways for your dil to take 
part even if she is generally machmira. Since 

An Avel Attending  
a Seudat Hodaya 
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Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by  
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare 
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad. 
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English  

or Hebrew contact: 
Eretz Hemdah–Gazit 

Rabbinical Court 
077-215-8-215 • Fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

the main problem is joint celebratory eating 
rather than assembling with others (see 
Tosafot, Moed Katan 22b), she can be there 
for mingling and for the words of Torah 
and thanks (if there is not music playing). 
Another possibility, which allows even eat-
ing, is for the avel to have a (real) job at the 
event (see Gesher Hachayim ibid.). On the 
other hand, whatever is being considered, 
you should stress to her that you do not 
want her to alter her practice in this aspect 
of kibbud av va’em in order to honor you 
(this is important general advice regarding 
in-laws). 

You have no outright obligation to make 
a seudat hodaya, and there are other ways 
to thank Hashem (including tzedaka and 
adopting laudable practices, while stating 
that it is bli neder). Since there is no strict 
time limit, it can make sense under the right 
circumstances to put off the seuda for weeks 
or a couple months so that your dil can take 
part normally, considering her centrality. 

However, in most healthy relationships, 
it is not expected that an avel’s limitations 
should change the broader family’s life in a 
major way. (Depending on family size and 
sensitivity of its members, it can sometimes 
even be unwise). “Bending over backward” 
to make sure the avel does not miss things 
can also sometimes put pressure on the avel 
to take part when they do not feel comfort-
able doing so. We would generally say that 
open communication and avoiding subtle 
pressure on the avel is the best way to go 

LIFE SETTLEMENTS
Do you have a life insurance policy you:

• No longer want?
• No longer need?

• Can no longer afford the premium?
• Could you use extra money  

instead of keeping your policy?
I can guarantee that if you qualify with the 

underwriting process I can get you more money 
than if you cash it in with the company. 

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

about it from your perspective. Hopefully 
your dil will reciprocate with full under-
standing if it makes sense for you to go 
ahead with a seudat mitzvah that she may 
choose not to take (full) part in. 

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001
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Michal Silverstein, MS
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Michal Silverstein, MS
Dear T.R.
Thank you for asking this 

very relevant and timely 
question.

Adults as well as children are over-
whelmed with emotions when they hear 
about a terrorist attack. When they become 
more frequent, the feeling of uncertainty 
and loss of control can create much anxiety. 
There are certain guidelines to keep in mind 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting,
Following the recent string of 

terrorist attacks, my son, 11, has 
become very anxious. I, of course, 
have also been affected by all the loss 
and trauma. I’m not sure how much 
or how little to share with him in gen-
eral and specifically regarding my 
own emotional experience.  For exam-
ple, should I try not to cry and be sad 
around him? T.R. 

when responding to children under these 
circumstances.

Firstly, it’s important to give children a safe 
space to speak, meaning a space to express 
them selves in the way that is natural for 
them. Some children don’t have much of a 
reaction and others will cry, show anger and 
frustration. They may say things that you 
don’t agree with or challenge you. Giving 
them the space to do this is crucial.

Next, when they ask questions, try to give 
them accurate information, answering only 
the questions they ask. Stay focused. It’s not 
necessary to elaborate or get sidetracked by 
politics or other similar situations. Explana-
tions should be given in an age appropriate 
manner. Just like your rules are age appro-
priate your discussions should be as well. 
Having more detailed, graphic conversations 
is more appropriate with an 18 than a 10 year 
old. 

It’s important to keep an eye out for both 
emotional and physical signs of distress. 
If your child looks sad, has crying spells, 
becomes fearful or angry or is experienc-
ing changes in sleeping and eating patterns, 
he may need extra help processing the cur-
rent state of events. Be aware of behavioral 
changes.

Regarding your own emotional state, it’s 
important to model emotions in front of your 
children. Seeing you express your feelings 
will allow your child to do the same. That 
being said, there is also a limit. You do not 

For Sale: 
25 Ben Maimon, 4 rooms, 113m,  

2 bathrooms, porch, 1st floor, elevator, 
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il
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Transitions
Dear OU Parenting,
My 14 year old daughter just started 
high school and I’m not sure how 
involved I should still be in her life. 
She seems to need a lot of space. 
J.L.

Dear J.L.,
When a child moves into adolescence 

there are so many changes. It’s great that 
you are aware and acknowledging these 
challenges. It is a time when they begin 
to look more like an adult, have stronger 
opinions and are forming a strong sense of 
self. One of the more challenging aspects 
of this adjustment is learning how to deal 
with a teenagers’ new found independence. 
Parents tend to ask themselves how much 
parenting and guidance is now necessary or 
acceptable for a 14 year old. Especially for 
parents dealing with a first adolescent this 
can be daunting. On one hand you want to be 
a responsible parent and on the other hand 
you don’t want to be overbearing. You want 
to give your child the space to grow, mature, 
and become responsible and capable without 
choking their process. 

Here are a few basic guidelines to keep in 
mind while finding your footing. A parents’ 
primary responsibility is to keep their child 
safe and healthy. While accompanying your 

new adolescent on her journey to adulthood, 
make sure you keep those guidelines in mind. 
However old your child is, you’re still the 
parent. Knowing where your teenager is at 
all times, knowing who they are with and 
deciding what time they are to be home are 
basic considerations. As your child moves 
into middle teenage years it’s important to 
involve her in the discussion regarding rules 
and boundaries. It may mean that parents 
compromise on a later curfew as long as the 
child calls to update parents where they are. 
This also allows the child to take on some 
responsibility of their own. Coordinating 
expectations makes things clear and leads 
to less arguments. 

Every parent is different and can decide 
how strict or lenient to be with their teen-
ager but strong boundaries and guidelines 
are essential in keeping your child safe and 
secure. It sends them the message that you 
care and you’re confident in your role. In a 
teenager’s often chaotic life -- especially these 
days, when parents show understanding of 
their struggle yet stay committed to being 
involved, it indeed makes them feel more 
secure.

 Along with setting boundaries it’s import-
ant to be available when they are ready to 
share and discuss. Then you become a clear 
and important voice in the midst of their con-
fusion. Even if you can’t solve their issue you 
can listen and become an anchor for them. 

If you find that you’ve overstepped your 
bounds every once in a while or didn’t follow 
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Michal Silverstein has a MS in educational psychology 
and counseling. She facilitates parenting workshops in 
and around Jerusalem and maintains a private practice.

Feel free to send in any parenting questions you 
may have to parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).

up as you should’ve, forgive yourself and 
keep practicing. As long as you’re coming 
from a place of wanting to connect to your 
child and keep her safe the message is clear. 
You care! 

It’s a dance, a balance and a skill like any-
thing else that will improve over time. 

Be”hatzlacha 

Email for more info: michal613@yahoo.com

Receive support and practical 
skills to help you navigate  
your parenting struggles.

Parenting Guidance  
with Michal Silverstein  MSc
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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Shagririm 
Asks

Bianca asks: I found my friend a good 
match where the personality and values 
are in alignment. However, the guy has 
been married previously and my friend is 
nervous to date someone who’s divorced. 
Do you think that this is something that she 
should be concerned about and if not, how 
can I encourage her to go out with him?

Aleeza Answers: Everyone comes to a 
relationship with things we like and also 
things we don’t prefer. In this case, it is 
clear that divorce is something your friend 
doesn’t prefer, and it’s understandable that 
she’s uncomfortable dating a man who’s 
been divorced. That being said, divorce is 
increasingly common these days for many 
reasons and is not necessarily an indication 
of something negative or problematic. 

What I’ve noticed about men who have 

gone through divorce is that they often have 
a stronger awareness of what a relationship 
entails and are willing to put in the effort 
required to establish a healthy, successful 
relationship. They have taken the time to 
evaluate what worked and what didn’t work, 
and have more clarity around what they’re 
looking for in a partner. And they have typi-
cally done some real self-reflection, perhaps 
even therapy, and are emotionally ready for 
the commitment of marriage. Overall, I find 
that there are benefits of dating someone 
divorced.

At the same time, we can’t ignore your 
friend’s discomfort with this match sugges-
tion. I’ve observed that many people start 
their dating journey declining suggestions 
like this one and after dating for a while, 
they start to reconsider. If your friend is at 
an early dating stage, she might be more 
apprehensive about saying yes to a man 
who’s divorced. 

I recommend telling her that you’re not 
asking her to change her opinion on dating 
divorced men in general, but that you’re 
asking her whether she’d consider going 
on a date with this specific man just to see 
if he might be someone she’d like to get to 
know better. If you know him well enough 
to vouch for his character, share that with 
her—your trust in him should offer her 
some reassurance. And if she’s still not open 
to it at all, table it and revisit the conversa-
tion in several months. 

At Marrone Management & Real Estate we are here  
to help you find your dream property and guide you  

through the whole process, headache free.

Beautiful home for Sale on  
Dolev Street in Ramat Bet Shemesh

3 bedrooms, 2 porches,
3 bathrooms, private entrance, 

beautifully designed mint condition 
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Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With 
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, 
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a 
Wedding every 2 days!

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!

Ultimately, respecting her final decision 
is important. And if he’s not for her, I hope 
you find him another wonderful woman 
instead. 

Premiummoving.co.il   053-7272-815 

PREMIUM
MOVING & STORAGE
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@crossroadsjerusalem crossroadsjerusalem.org Yaffo 34, Jerusalem

050-468-5463

+972 02-624-6265CALL US: +972 050-868-9207

We welcome GAP Year Students,
Soldiers, Bnot Sherut, Israeli

Teens, and Young Adults.

We welcome GAP Year Students,
Soldiers, Bnot Sherut, Israeli

Teens, and Young Adults.

Fully Subsidized Therapy for Teens and Young Adults

IL: 972.52.682.9367
info@keteradvisors.com  

USA: 786.385.8859
www.keteradvisors.com
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YOU WANT TO BUY IN ISRAEL 
& WE HAVE AFFORDABLE PROPERTIES  

How To Buy
Webinar

     NETANYA
Ir Yamim -
New - 4 Bedrooms From 6.05M NIS
with Sauna, Pool, Gym, Pool, Shul
Resale - 4 Bedrooms From 4.4M NIS
with Gym, pool, Social Room

Mid Netanya -
New - 4 Bedrooms From 3.9M NIS
with Gym, Social Room, 

North Netanya - 
New - 4 Bedrooms From 3.05M NIS
with Sukkah Balcony 

Renovated - 3 Bedrooms 3.4M NIS

with closed sea view balcony & is a 
completely new apartment - must see

New - 3 Bedrooms 3.42M NIS

with sea views, Amazing Location

     BAT YAM
New Project
Garden Apartment 
2 Bedrooms - 3.2 M NIS

Penthouse w/Pool
200 square meter apartment - 7.7M NIS

2 Bedrooms Starting From 2.62M NIS

3 Bedrooms Starting From 3.02M NIS

RBS - RAMAT SHILOH

Duplex 3 floors - Private parking for 1 car
Main apartment is 7 rooms, Bottom floor has
set up for 2 yichdot with potential income of
@ 8000n a month each. Total house is 
340 sqm with expansive Garden and pergola.

Asking 6.5M NIS

    JERUSALEM /TALPIOT / ARNONA

New - Large Garden Apartments - 
Starting From  5.02M NIS
New - Penthouse - Starting From 6.25M NIS
New  - 2 Bedrooms - Starting From 2.55M NIS
New - 3 Bedrooms - Starting From  3.58M NIS
New - 4 Bedrooms - Starting From 4.2M NIS

We Do Property Management

- Long-Term Rental Services
- Short-Term Rental Services
- Homeowner Caretaking Services
- Construction Project Monitoring Services
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Yaacov,
When is SherlockS 

Going To Have
A Summer sale?

What kind of sale
are you looking for?

Hmmm...
How About 40%?

Done.

HHaattss  FFoorr  MMeenn  AAnndd  WWoommeenn

ALL
SUMMER HATS

(AND CAPS)

4400%%
OFF!
(Valid until

November 22,2024)

Dorot Rishonim #3, Jerusalem
Tel: 02 563-7155

Website: SherlockSHats.com

M O N D A Y S  A N DM O N D A Y S  A N D
T U E S D A Y ST U E S D A Y S   
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@crossroadsjerusalem

Prep CoursePrep Course

Do you need help
getting your U.S.

high school diploma?

GEDGED
Crossroads offers a

www.crossroadsjerusalem.org



INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
MOTHER OF SGT. BINYAMIN HY”D

JEN AIRLEY

In the year 1948 from creation of the 
world, Avraham is born and here in Par-
shat Lech Lecha we are officially introduced 
to him by learning of his first test, that of 
being sent on his new life journey: ..לך לך
 You, Avram, are to leave .אל הארץ אשר אראך
all comforts, your birthplace, family and all 
that is familiar to you and go to an undis-
closed destination, a Land that I will show 
you. There, in that Land, I will bless you and 
make you into a great nation. 

This parsha is replete with foreshadow-
ing our nation’s plights as well as promises 
made to us through Avraham. Every detail 
of our parsha shares insight of what is to 
come: once Avraham gets to Canaan, he’s 
already faced with the obstacle of a famine, 
and must leave for Egypt. He comes back up 
to Canaan with wealth and cattle. 

Avram rises to become a warrior fighting 
against the odds to save his nephew Lot, and 
is blessed by the king. Most notably, we learn 
of the Covenant Between the Parts, ברית בין 
 where Galut is foretold yet ultimately ,הבתרים
Eretz Yisrael will be our eternal heritage. The 
parsha continues with the barren couple con-
ceiving Yishmael through Hagar but are also 
promised that a son, to be named Yitzchak, 
will be born to Avraham and Sarah and stem 
the great nation and God’s special bond. 

One can look at the parsha and wonder 
“Why?” Why such roller coasters? Why the 
tests, hardships and difficulties? If Hashem 
promises we will be as many as the sand and 
stars and the Land will be ours, then why 
can’t He just deliver without “going down” 
before the big “up”? Why do we need to go 
into exile before we are redeemed? 

In truth, however, it’s the opposite. How 
many of us would have given up on the 
“downs in life, had we not been revealed 
that there is, in fact, going to be an “up”. 
Meaning, it’s these very promises by Hashem 
that give the strength to continue. 

The lessons in our parsha, at the very start 
of humanity, are most encouraging. In every 
stage of difficulty, Avraham rises to greater 
heights. With every investment of effort and 
energy along with his steadfast commitment 
to Hashem and his unwavering faith, not only 
is Avraham and his family rewarded, but 
also are all those who he inspired along his 
journey as well as us, present day Am Yisrael.

Ramban teaches us in our parsha: כל מה 
שאירע לאבות, סימן לבנים . Whatever hap�.
pened to our forefathers is a portent for 
the children. Trial after trial, tribulation 
after tribulation, Avraham stays loyal in his 
perfect trust and faith. And we, thousands 
of years later, are to learn and follow so we 

A Promise is a Promise.  
But It Requires Action. 

GUEST DVAR TORAH



The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat 
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the 
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces, 
bereaved families and widows can come for 
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more 
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org

too will reap those rewards and promises. 
We invest, we reap.

 הזורעים בדמעה ברינה יקצורו
Last week, at the shiva house of Hillel Eli-

yahu Ovadia Hy”d, his father shared that he 
was comforted by this as well. He explained 
to me that the very fact that they immigrated 
to Israel from France, and I from America 
are testimony to the fulfillment of Hashem’s 
promise to Avraham. 

Agreed. We are part of something much 
bigger, something much larger than 
ourselves. 

As Rachel Imenu’s Yahrzeit is approaching 
on יא חשוון, there’s another promise I hold 
on to, awaiting its fulfillment. 
לפעולתך…ושבו  שכר  מבכי…יש  קולך  מנעי 
לגבולם  בנים  תקווה...ושבו  אויב…יש  מארץ 

)ירמיהו לא(
“Restrain your voice from weeping…for 

there is reward for your accomplishment…
they will return from enemy land…your 
children will return to their border.”

Hashem promised that in Rachel’s merit 
Israel would be redeemed. Just as she per-
formed acts of kindness to her sister Leah 
without letting any jealousy rule, so should 
Hashem not be zealous to punish Am Yisrael 
for bringing idols into the Mikdash.

Indeed, actions speak louder than words. 
.יש שכר לפעולתך

Return our brethren from enemy lands! 
Bring our nation Home! כבר היום.

Avraham and Sarah are the beginning, 
leading the way for the rest of humanity. 

.מעשה אבות, סימן לבנים
Together they lead a life of tests and 

growth, of action, of holding on to faith and 
hope, of inspiring and teaching those around 
them of Hashem’s Oneness, of following God 
to the Land of Israel, and of promises made 
through them to the Jewish nation.

May we have the strength to follow in the 
path of Avraham and Sarah and thereby be 
worthy to see the fulfillment of Hashem’s 
promises quickly, in our days.  
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

CARMELLE MILLER
MADRICHA

LECH LECHA: PERSONAL GROWTH 
AND MORAL RESPONSIBILITY ARE 
NOT MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE

In Parashat Lech Lecha, God’s command to 
Abraham to “go forth from your land” is more 
than a physical journey, it is an existential 
quest. Rav Kook interprets Lech lecha as a 
directive to seek out our deepest selves, to 
journey toward our truest potential. 

Abraham is not merely leaving a location 
but transcending limitations of identity, 
culture, and place, moving toward a fuller 
realization of divine purpose. For Rav Kook, 
each individual is thus called to “go forth” 
from the confines of habit and convention, 
moving toward the infinite possibilities of 
the soul.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks offers a comple-
mentary yet expansive vision. He argues 
that Abraham’s journey establishes the 
foundation of a moral society, one where 
individuals are bound by a covenant that 
holds them accountable not only to God but 
to one another. For Rabbi Sacks, Abraham’s 
journey sets a precedent: personal growth 
must serve the collective good. It’s a reminder 
that spiritual elevation does not isolate us; 
rather, it commits us to a greater moral 
responsibility toward humanity.

Together, Rav Kook and Rabbi Sacks por-
tray Abraham’s journey as both a personal 

quest and a societal mission. As we “go forth,” 
inspired by their teachings, we are invited to 
seek inward growth that propels us outward, 
to transform ourselves in ways that elevate 
the communities around us. Abraham’s jour-
ney, then, is our own—a call to step into a 
vision larger than ourselves, rooted in divine 
purpose and human responsibility.

CHANA KENTON
10TH GRADE, NEVE DANIEL

THE POWER TO CHANGE
 At the very beginning of the parsha, Avra-

ham is promised a large and blessed lineage. 
“And I will make you into a great nation and 
your name shall be a blessing… and I will 
make you exceedingly numerous… you shall 
be the father of a multitude of nations… count 
the stars, if you are able to count them. So 
shall your offspring be.” 

Upon hearing these blessings, Avraham 
asked “How will I know that I will inherit 
it?... seeing I have no children?” When Sarah 
was told she would be pregnant, she laughed! 
Both of them found the idea of having chil-
dren at their old age ridiculous. The Aggadat 
Bereshit tells us that their doubt was not due 
to a lack of faith; rather, as astrologers, they 
had seen their decree to be childless. God 
says “ Your name shall no longer be called 
Abram, but Abraham. Abram cannot have 
children, but Abraham can.”

Later, Avraham has the ה (hei) added to 
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his name, and shortly after Yitzchak is born. 
By virtue of this change, the infertility that 
was decreed no longer carried any meaning. 

In these past few weeks, we have gone 
through an intense period of spiritual growth 
in hopes to receive a good decree for the year 
ahead. 

One might ask why we pray, or repent at 
all during the rest of the year. If our fate has 
been sealed, what is the point? 

The parsha answers this question with an 
important lesson. When we change ourselves, 
our decrees can also change. Through his 
actions and tests, Avraham went through a 
process that changed who he was. A name is 
a deep representation of who a person is in 
his soul. When Avram became Avraham, it 
was an external reflection of his new internal 
identity.

 An alternative meaning of the word Lehit-
pallel, which means ‘to pray,’ is ‘to introspect’. 
Self analysis is necessary in order to improve. 
Just as Avraham transformed through his 
relationship with God, we too can evolve 
and redefine ourselves. God gave us the gift 
of prayer as a tool we can use to change the 
outcome of our lives.

May we all have the strength and willpower 
to build ourselves up towards a year of suc-
cess and victory. 
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