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The Torah Tidbits Production

and Distribution Team would like to
send a very special THANK YOU to ALL the
wonderful VOLUNTEER transporters and

distributors ALL over our country...

whoinsure that 14,000 TTs get to the valued
readership...50 weeks of the year!

Torah Tidbits is proud to share a photo
each week on the cover from our readers!
Itis an honor to showcase the immense

talent from across the country.

Send us your best photos

and give us the opportunity
to highlight your story.

Everyone is invited to submit!
(amateurs and professionals alike)
Please email to aarong@ouisrael.org

X We continue to pray for the return of all the kedoshim from Gaza.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

€ Kiddush Levana
Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad: 4 Marcheshvan/Sat. night Oct. 25
7 Days After Molad: 9 Marcheshvan/ Thurs. night Oct. 30
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Marcheshvan/ Wed. night Nov. 5

ﬂ We change the clock overnight between Sat. Oct. 25th and Sunday Oct. 26. At 2 am we move back to 1 am.
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CANDLE

LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES

Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim 5:21 6:33 4:14 5:27
Aza Area (Netivot, Sderot et al) 5:39 6:36 4:33 5:30
Beit Shemesh/RBS 5:40 6:34 4:33 5:28
Alon Shvut 5:37 6:34 4:30 5:28

Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K.Saba

Modiin/Chashmonaim
Netanya

Be’er Sheva

Rehovot

Petach Tikva

Ginot Shomron

Haifa / Zichron

Gush Shiloh

Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel
Givat Zeev

Chevron / Kiryat Arba
Ashkelon

Yad Binyamin

Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden
Golan
Nahariya/Maalot
Afula

5:37
5:37
5:37
5:39
5:38
5:21
5:37

6:34
6:34
6:34
6:36
6:35
6:34
6:34

4:31
4:31
4:31
4:32
4:31
4:14
4:30

5:28
5:28
5:28
5:30
5:29
5:28
5:27

5:26 6:34 4:19 5:27
5:36  6:33 4:29 5:27
5:38 6:35 4:31 5:29
5:41 6:34 4:34 5:27
5:37 6:34 4:31 5:28
5:39 6:36 4:33 5:30
5:38 6:35 4:31 5:29
5:28 6:31 4:21 5:25
5:34 6:31 4:27 5:25
5:35 6:33 4:28 5:27

5:35 6:32 4:28 5:26

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Noach - 7:13PM e Lech Lecha - 6:06PM

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

My policy has always been that my column
should reflect the positive attitude that I try
to have in life, and that the message that I
give over on a weekly basis should always
be one that is uplifting, inspiring, and makes
people feel good about what is going on in
the Jewish world, at OU Israel, or in my own
life. With the long Torah Tidbits break from
Sukkot to now, I had so much to share with
you in good news and experiences. But like
many of you, I awoke on Thursday morning
to the horrific and shocking news of the sud-
den passing of Rabbi Moshe Hauer, zecher
tzaddik levracha, who was the Executive Vice
President of the OU. And so, my message this
week will be very different from my previous
Torah Tidbits columns.

I can’t help but feel unworthy as I write
these words, yet I must. It is not easy to write
about someone who was not only my boss,
but my mentor; not only my colleague, but
my dear, dear friend.

Rabbi Moshe Hauer, of incredible blessed
memory, passed away on Erev Shmini Atzeret,
hours after Klal Yisrael experienced such a
high of our live hostages coming home, of
the President of the United States coming to
Israel, speaking in the Knesset, of knowing
that we were all living through moments for
the history books. On that day, Rabbi Hauer
sent messages out that reflected how excited
he was to see what was unfolding. But that
night he gave back his neshama to the Borei
Olam after 60 years of incredible accomplish-
ments in this world.
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Instead of talking about the loss so many
of us feel, I want to focus on the many gifts
he gave us during his life. In particular,
I want to consider how we can lift up the
greatness of Rabbi Hauer and embody his
values. How do we take the stories, the mes-
sages, the derech eretz, the middot, the love of
Torah, the knowledge of Torah, the love for
every single Yid, the kibud av v’em so evident
toward his parents, the way he loved his wife
and children and grandchildren, the way he
created such a strong and tight bond with
the OU family, the way in which he got Jews
from around the world from every type of
community to adore him, to look up to him,
to learn from him, to seek his advice? We
cannot allow a giant like Rabbi Moshe Hauer
to leave this world without us striving toward
continuing in his path, to bring achdut and a
love of Torah to Klal Yisrael.

I was with Rabbi Hauer in many, many
meetings over the last almost six years that
he was with us at the OU. There is an idea
that he would always say to those of us going
in with him into the meeting, whether with
Jewish leaders, gedolim, politicians, or an OU
mission in Israel: Let’s make sure that every
meeting that we have leads to a kiddush Shem
Shamayim.

That was his motto. How did he accomplish
this goal? I saw it in the way he spoke in these
meetings. He always spoke softly, and more
often than not, despite his position, he would
listen instead of speak. He wanted to hear
what others had to say, what was on their



mind and on their heart, in order to be able
to understand before speaking himself. He
always listened in order to be able to hear
other viewpoints, because he was so hum-
ble that he knew everyone had something
to contribute.

Allow me to share a few more stories that
stand out in my mind right now.

On October 8th, 2023, right after Simchat
Torah was over in America, I received a call
from Rabbi Hauer, together with Rabbi Dr.
Josh Joseph, our Executive Vice President
and COO, lehavdil bein chaim U'chaim, with
one urgent question: “What is happening
in Israel and how can we help?” In this call,
Rabbi Hauer said to me, “Avi, 'm looking for
a flight. 'm on my way.” A little over a week
later, he arrived in Israel.

When we met, he asked for two things. The
first thing was to meet with all the OU Israel
staff who were evacuated from their houses
in the south. And so, together with President
of the OU Mitch Aeder, and President of OU
Israel Stuie Hershkowitz, we were able to
sit down in the Ramada Hotel with about
20 OU Israel staff that run our teen center
in Sderot. Rabbi Hauer sat there for many,
many hours listening to each and every story,
where they were when everything started,
what they went through, how they were able
to get out of Sderot, the challenges that they
are having in the hotel and being evacuated
from their homes.

Rabbi Hauer sat there with such endless
compassion for them, with tears in his eyes
at hearing their stories and understanding that
they are just tens out of thousands of Jews that
were evacuated from their houses. The hug
that Rabbi Hauer gave to each person that
evening, of connecting his heart to our hearts

is something that we will never, ever forget.

He went further. His second request of me
was to go with him down south to see what
had happened (and remember, there were
reports that some terrorists were still on the
loose at the time). He said, “Avi, unless I see
it, I won’t fully understand what they went
through.” We went. As missiles fell continu-
ously, I said, “Rabbi, are you not afraid?” And
at that moment, we looked at each other and
said, “shluchei mitzvah einam nizakin” - we
know that since we are doing this to help Klal
Yisrael, bezrat Hashem, HaKadosh Baruch Hu
will watch over us.

We went to Sderot. Rabbi Hauer was visi-
bly in shock, seeing the police station totally
destroyed, the tractors there trying to pick
up the rubble of the police station, and tak-
ing it all in in order to be able to give the
message over to the world. We stopped in
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the street, and Rabbi Hauer said, “We need
rabbis from North America to come and see
what happened here.” And it was there that
we reached out to our loyal colleagues in
America and put together a mission that came
on the 28th of October, which I believe was
the first mission to come and see the story of
what happened. This mission consisted of 22
OU Rabbis and 22 laypeople, who all came to
hear and to hug those who needed it.

For Rabbi Hauer, this was not about saying
“I was there” in order to praise himself. It
was to be able to tell people from the south
that he was there so that he can connect to
them and their hearts that much better. It was
to be able to approach American politicians
and give them his eyewitness testimony in
order to advocate and ask for help. It was
so he could speak to others and explain the
devastation that we saw that day.

I remember hearing from Rabbi Hauer so
many times the concern of how to take the
achdut that was felt so acutely across Klal Yis-
rael during those difficult times and hold onto
it, not just at a time of war, but on a regular
basis. Rabbi Hauer, in so many meetings with
the more extreme politicians from right and
from left, would make sure to sit down with
them, listen, hear, and then try to give in the
most delicate, calm and loving way, words
of advice as to how to say things in a more
loving and positive way, that there are ways
to accomplish their goals without belittling
others and making them feel bad. He sought
to build bridges amongst all of Klal Yisrael,
of the right and the left and the in-between.
It is because of his openness and love of all
factions in Klal Yisrael that we see Jews today
from every type of denomination putting out
condolence letters and posts, all mourning
6 TORAH TIDBITS 1632 / NOACH

Rabbi Hauer’s passing. From the most right-
wing hashkafically and politically to the most
left-wing hashkafically and politically, they
are all talking about this gigantic loss. And it
is because of his attitude and approach which
was so overwhelmingly positive and uplifting.

I was always amazed at how much Rabbi
Hauer was able to accomplish in a day. Rabbi
Hauer would not waste a minute. Yet, when
he was with you, he was truly with you. He
was not looking at his phone. His mind was
with you, his heart was with you, and he was
listening. He had many things on his plate,
but he gave you all the time in the world and
all the attention possible. That listening ear,
that soft-spoken voice, that passion, that love.

These attributes are things all of us can and
should emulate. Can we incorporate a time
of day to practice speaking a little bit softer?
Of working to develop a love and passion for
every single Jew? To connect to the worries
and challenges of others and work on being
able to help?

Rabbi Hauer was not about grabbing
headlines with his work and advocacy for the
Jewish people. So many times in meetings, he
would be asked, “Rabbi Hauer, what about
getting in a picture with this politician at the
table?” He would say no, because he didn’t
want the person he was meeting with to feel
that the purpose of the meeting was just photo
opportunities and PR. He truly wanted to help.

There are so many stories I want to tell
about Rabbi Hauer, but I am probably already
getting close to the record for my longest
message in Torah Tidbits ever. And I could
probably go on and fill up all 80 pages with
stories and incredible messages that I and
the OU team have learned from Rabbi Hauer.
But for all of us to take just some of these



ideas into our lives would be an incredible
accomplishment and an amazing testament
to the life of Rabbi Hauer and his influence.

Let us work on enhancing achdut, on
listening more, on loving more, and b’ezrat
Hashem, doing as much as we can. These are
giant shoes to fill. Perhaps no one in the world
can properly fit in these shoes. But with many
people trying, we will be able to make up for
this tremendous, tremendous loss by adding
these attributes to our own lives.

If you never had the merit of meeting Rabbi
Hauer personally, I highly recommend you
make sure to go and look for videos of him
speaking. Make sure to take the time to learn
about this incredible individual, because every
minute with him was a learning experience.
I assure you, you will not regret any minute
that you give learning from Rabbi Hauer Zt”1.

Rabbi Hauer Zt”1 contributed almost
weekly to Torah Tidbits sharing his wisdom
with Klal Yisrael. His last message in Torah
Tidbits before passing was titled Between
Heaven and Earth, how apropos for his last
article. Rabbi Hauer has written a lot of mate-
rial in advance and bezrat Hashem we will
continue publishing his writings in editions
to come. May all of the incredible messages
and life lessons that we have learned from
Rabbi Hauer be used as a tool by Rabbi Hauer
in Heaven to be Meilitz Yosher for Klal Yis-
rael, his family, friends and the OU. May the
values and attributes that he taught us in this
world continue servicing us on the earth to
continue walking in his footsteps to be true
servants of HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat, -

L7

Rabbi Avi Berman |i:
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Our beloved
Rabbi Moshe Hauer zr.

We will do everything in
our power to fill your shoes
and follow in your footsteps,
continuing your legacy and

striving to make Hashem proud.
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FROM THE DESK OF

MOSHE HAUER ZT"L

ORTHODOX
J UNION i3
Enhancing Jewish Life

Rabbi Moshe Hauer’s zt”] divrei Torah were enthusiastically read each week by
tens of thousands of readers of Torah Tidbits. His sudden death this past Shemini
Atzeret came as a shock to our community and to the Jewish world at large. In the
coming weeks and months we will honor Rabbi Hauer’s memory by publishing
some of his most compelling and thought-provoking divrei Torah. May the study of
his exquisite words of Torah be a source of chizuk and bring blessing to his memory.

Rebuilding After Destruction

The following message was written two

years ago in the immediate aftermath of
October 7*. In this piece, he describes the
people of Israel running themselves ragged
caring for their fellow Jew — a description

that would be most fitting of himself.

While a lot has changed since then, Rabbi
Hauer zt”l's message still resonates deeply

and is a charge to us all.

I am writing to you today from Yerusha-
layim, where since arriving on Wednesday
evening and spending time with people it has
been so apparent that Israel today is filled
with pain and love, regret and determination,
faith and hope.

The pain could be seen in the family mem-
bers at a double shiva house who gathered to
see a newly discovered flash of security cam-
era footage providing a barely recognizable
view of their loved ones rushing into harm’s
way in their determination to save others. It
is there in the eyes of the displaced who are
struggling with the unspeakable trauma of
10 TORAH TIDBITS 1632 / NOACH

the hours they lay in fear during the terrorist
attack, their harrowing escape while so many
dear to them were lost, and their current state
of demoralizing homelessness. It is visible
in the “before and after” pictures shared by
inspiring but suffering pioneers, builders of
beautiful communities that now lie in ruins.
And it is palpable in the exhaustion of the
parents living in torturous limbo, awaiting
news of the fate of their children.

The love is everywhere, as everyone seems
to just want to do and to demonstrate care
for each other. While the large systems of
government and the army understandably
struggle to meet a sudden and steep rise in
needs of services and supplies, individuals
and organizations rush to do anything they
can possibly think of to benefit those directly
affected. This is also visible in America as the
Jewish community’s desire to give is totally
and beautifully out of control. It is even more
out of control here, without any boundaries
between communities.

Regret - charata - is everywhere, but in



the best spirit of teshuva, it is accompanied
by determination, - kabala al ha’atid. To the
army and intelligence, what happened on
Shemini Atzeres was an epic failure that has
led those same institutions to a steely-eyed
commitment to reclaim their superiority and
to defeat Hamas decisively. To many in the
broader society, the newfound unity in crisis
has crystallized the tragic folly of a year spent
on the brink of civil war over internal squab-
bles, what they see now as little things that
they will never allow to divide them again.
And to others, observant and non-observant,
it has led to a reconsideration of our reliance
on our power and strength — kochi v’otzem
yadi—in place of the Almighty.

Most inspiring is how faith and hope pre-
vail. Our capacity for resilience draws on
feeling supported by G-d and man and by
living with mission and purpose. These are
the strengths of the Jewish people, especially
in Israel. No one is running away from their
land or even from their border community.
They may have to be out of harm’s way
until the situation is resolved, but they are
determined to be back and are confident
that they will be. And while confidence can
sometimes be unnervingly arrogant, here it
seems to draw from a strong sense of destiny,
of netzach Yisrael.

In considering all this, many have invoked
Noach and the destruction of the flood. While
there are many angles of comparison, allow
me to share one.

While the Torah praises Noach effusively,
our Sages read between the lines and were
somewhat critical of him, comparing Noach
unfavorably to both Avraham and Moshe.
They went so far as to blame Noach for the
flood, classifying this disaster - using the

words of Yeshayahu (54:6) - as the mei Noach,
the Waters of Noach (see Zohar 1:106a),
because he had not worked or prayed to
avert it. This stands in contrast to Avraham’s
response to the impending destruction of
Sodom and to Moshe’s reaction to Hashem’s
anger at the Jewish people after the Golden
Calf. Noach, by contrast, when told of the
impending destruction of the world, simply
accepted it and built himself the teivah.

But Noach does not remain that way. By
the time the flood waters subside, what is left
is ach Noach, a diminished Noach, coughing
and spitting blood (Bereishis 7:23). He had
just spent a year worrying about everyone
but himself, running himself ragged literally
24/7 to make sure each of the world’s animals
got what it needed to eat when it needed it.

As the world was to come from Noach, G-d
needed him to shift from a focus on himself

?i‘ oH
NN o) R
mm %P )R
noo STONE
LIGHTING THE WAY FOR 40 YEARS

OHR TORAH STONE MOURNS
THE UNTIMELY PASSING OF

Rabbi Moshe Hauer zt"|

a man of great integrity, leadership
and devotion. His wisdom,
Torah knowledge, compassion,
and clarity of vision will be
missed by Klal Yisrael.

We extend our heartfelt
condolences to his family,
to the Orthodox Union
and our people.
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Rabbi Dr. Kenneth Brander
PRESIDENT AND ROSH HAYESHIVA

and the entire Ohr Torah Stone family
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to a focus on others. Olam chesed yibaneh.
The world is built upon kindness (Tehillim
89:3); it cannot come from someone who is
self-centered. But because Noach was pres-
sured into this service by the circumstances of
the flood and did not embrace that outward
focus willingly, he experienced it in a way
that weakened him and made him less of
himself, ach Noach.

The past two weeks have seen Klal Yisrael
running themselves ragged 24/7, not because
of anything that threatened them personally
but only because they have an unquenchable
desire to help others who are struggling and
in pain and danger. They - like Noach - are
exhausted. But they, as children of Avraham
and students of Moshe, are not diminished.
Quite the opposite. When Klal Yisrael was
activated by the tragedy of Shemini Atzeres,
they were waiting as they always are for the
opportunity to give and to help. Especially
after the experience of this past year of divi-
sion, that desire to give and to love and to heal
was overwhelming. As we have watched this
powerful response of giving, we are seeing
the Jewish people grow in stature rather
than shrink as the kindness of Avraham has
granted them his descriptive as well, ha’adam
hagadol ba’anakim, a giant in humanity.

Worlds have been destroyed, but they will
be rebuilt by the powerful drive for kindness,
the clear-eyed determination born of regret
for all the divisions within us, and by a firm
faith and hope in netzach Yisrael, the eternal
Jewish people.

Evidently, both our father Avraham and
our teacher Moshe were unable to take com-
fort in their own physical and spiritual safety,
in their own assurance of a promising future,
if others would not share that future.
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The pain is overwhelming. There has been
so much loss experienced here. There are
50-80 funerals being conducted daily of the
more than 1500 killed by the horrific acts
of Hamas, while the thousands of wounded
face the complexities of life-changing injury,
treatment and rehabilitation. Many have
experienced clusters of loss, including mul-
tiple members of their family, army unit,
or community. Thousands live in limbo
awaiting news of the fate of their relatives,
the 203 captives in the inhuman hands of
Hamas. Hundreds have seen the homes
and communities they built with love and
devotion harmed or destroyed, and hundreds
of thousands have become refugees within
their country. The events of Shemini Atzeres
were unspeakably traumatic to those who
experienced them firsthand, as well as to the
entire country whose sense of security was
upended. While throughout Israel’s existence
tragic loss has been a part of life, these days
it is devastatingly commonplace.

The love is overwhelming. m
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MIZRACHI

WORLD MOVEMENT

World Mizrachi deeply mourns
the sudden and tragic passing of

Rabbi Moshe Hauer 227/

Executive Vice President of the OU.

A gentle statesman of great stature and deep conviction,
he led with empathy, love and wisdom. He was a masterful
talmid chacham, whose authoritative voice of Torah,
chessed and faith made a deep impact throughout K/a/
Yisrael. He was a proud advocate for Eretz Yisrael,
Am Yisrael and Torat Yisrael, who knew how to inspire
Torah values through his exemplary teaching,
mentoring and personal values.

He was a cherished friend of the Mizrachi movement and
a prominent leader of the Orthodox Israel Coalition,

where we will miss his guiding presence and counsel.

We send our deepest condolences to Rebbetzin Hauer,
his dear family, and everyone at the OU.

072U 1y 92K XY 7in2 DanK ony oipnn




KIRYAT-HASHARON, Netanya

Spacious 4 br. apartment with a large balcony,

Bs"d e
\ WATERPROOF
A=/\“ vour home

facing open green view, Shabbat lift, parking,
3,095,000 NIS.
.-

s Leak detection + moisture
- - * Sealing solutions
BRIGA TOWERS 9,900,000 NIS e S Mildew
A South-West apartment on the 14th floor of the P 9 expert
most luxurious building in Ir-Yamim. 165 sqm and * Roof Cﬁa"ng
30 balcony, 2 storages 2 parking » Waterproofing, pools, porches,
e ' stone walls, tiled roofs
| . » High standerd interior -
‘ - exterior painting —f==
AL st » Licensed & insured
LI & \\\ & J‘--i:y;l__?i

L
Hamutal Fuchs
T*E IEE Top-Home Properties Ltd.
e 052-840-5660

THE ™

FURNITURE DOCT( )R

Professional Services and Repairs since 1898

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

A new year has begun - time to fix your furniture

e PROFESSIONAL REGLUING for all your loose & shaky. % = iaw
furniture W e ©

e EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR A

o SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood . =
seat & replace with much stronger wood £ R o

e CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT

e LEG TIPS - For quieter chairs (your downstairs neighbor will thank you.

PHONE: 02-999-2418 WHATSAPP: 058 787 3755
EMAIL: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il WEBSITE: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il

OU ISRAEL CENTER 15



RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”’h
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Mother of Reuven Tradburks

PARSHAT NOACH

Parshat Noach describes: the destruction
of the world through the Flood, Noach and
his family, the story of the Tower of Babel
and the introduction of Avraham’s family.

The theme we will develop in Parshat
Noach is that the flood is a second try at
creation. Breishit and Noach are essentially
parallel creation stories, or more accurately
a creation and a recreation.

"}‘ 1ST ALIYA (6:9-22)
K’} Noach is righteous, while the

world is filled with evil. Nocah is
instructed to build an Ark, for while G-d is
to destroy all living beings, He establishes a
covenant with Noach to save him. Noach, his
family, 2 of each animal and the food are to
be brought into the Ark. Noach did all that
G-d commanded.

The parsha break is curious. Because the
story of the flood begins one paragraph
before the beginning of our parsha.

The last paragraph of last week’s parsha
describes that the world became corrupt. G-d
proffered that He would destroy all living
beings, as He regretted creating them. Isn’t
that the logical beginning to the flood, that
the world is to be destroyed? Why begin the
parsha with Noach and not with the decision
to destroy the world?
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Perhaps the parsha break is deliberate.
The story could begin with destruction. Or it
could begin with the ones not to be destroyed.
Beginning with the corruptness of the world
and G-d’s desire to destroy it would frame
the story as one of destruction.

But beginning with Noach being a righ-
teous man and describing his family frames
the story as not one of destruction but of
survival. The flood story is not the story of
the destruction of the world; it is the story
of the survival of the world through Noach.

This will become a recurring theme in the
Torah; near destruction, deserving destruc-
tion. But not doing it. The world deserves to
be destroyed. But it isn’t destroyed. It is saved.
Through Noach.

So, is it a story of destruction or a story of
G-d’s generosity and kindness, of wanting to
destroy but not allowing Himself to do it? Of
man deserving to be wiped out entirely, but
not allowing Himself to do it.

There is far more detail of the dimensions
of the Ark than there is of man’s evil that is
causing the world to be destroyed. The Torah is
more interested in the survival, or more accu-
rately, in the recreation of the world than it is
in the story of man’s failure. The title of the
Flood story should not be the destruction of the
world, but rather the recreation of the world.

"/‘ 2ND ALIYA (7:1-16)
'/k\‘} Noach is again described as righ-

teous. Bring 7 of each pure animal,
2 of the impure, and all the birds into the
Ark. Noach was 600 years old and brought his



family into the Ark. The waters of the springs
of the depths were released and the stores of
water above were opened. All entered the
Ark, as G-d had commanded Noach.

The world will be destroyed with water. The
Torah describes in the second verse in the
Torah, that the first thing to exist in the world
was water: “The spirit of G-d hovered over the
waters”. If you want to indicate that the world
is getting a reboot, is starting again, cover it
with water, as it was “In the beginning”.

The water floods the world from below and
from above. We have seen water below and
above before: in Creation, Ch. 1:6, G-d sepa-
rated between the waters above and below
and made the heavens between. Creation
involved dividing the waters; while here the
division of the waters is being undone. Let
it all flood the earth. The waters that were
gathered in creation are here being released.
The Flood is Creation being redone.

”/‘ 3RD ALIYA (7:17-8:14)
./k\" The Flood covers the earth. All

living things on land die, save Noah
and all that are in the Ark. G-d remembers
Noach. The waters recede. The Ark rests on
Mt. Ararat. Noach sends out the raven. Then
Noach sends out the dove to see if the water
has receded enough for land to be inhabitable.
She returns for she has found no place to rest.
After 7 days, she is sent out again and returns
with an olive branch. The third time she is sent
out, she does not return. Noach removes the
covering and sees there is dry land.

Water covering the earth is an echo of cre-
ation, where all that existed was G-d’s spirit
hovering over the water.

There is a lot of detail of water and of
time. The rising water, the receding water,
how many days it rained, how many days

it took to recede. The whole story, from the
first drops of rain, until Noach leaves the ark
takes a full year.

This stands in stark contrast to the initial
creation of the world. In creation, G-d Said
and it was. And after 6 days, the creation
ceased. In this recreation, the covering of the
world with water took months; the receding
of the water took time. Why?

This is the most crucial part of this story. The
world was not destroyed — I mean, not back
to “tohu v’'vohu - to void and empty”. G-d did
not look at the evil of the world - man and
animals - and destroy the world. He could have
chosen to destroy the world entirely and begin
anew with another 6 days of creation. He did
not do that. He “recreated” the existing world
—saving Noach, saving the world, covering it
slowly with the water that existed.

It looks like G-d is committed to this world,
even binding himself to it; He will flood it and
rebuild it but use the world as it is. In fact, He
said that to Noach — I will keep my covenant
with you (6:18). What covenant was there?
What was G-d Himself bound to? It would
seem that He Bound Himself to this world,
just as it is.

The story of the Torah is G-d’s commitment
to man and to the world He created. He saves
the world. He saves Noach. But even before
this; Adam and Eve sinned and were pun-
ished. But not destroyed. Cain killed Abel, the
most egregious sin, and is punished; but is not
himself killed. G-d is committed to this world
and is committed to mankind. He destroys
the world naturally, maintaining it, covering
it slowly with water and waiting for the water
to recede. That very process communicates
His commitment to His world and to mankind
just the way it is.
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"7‘ 4TH ALIYA (8:15-9:7)
K’) Noach is told to leave the Ark

with his family and with the ani-
mals, blessing the animals to teem over the
land. Noach offered sacrifices on an altar. G-d
committed to never again curse land and ani-
mals because of man, nor the constellations.
G-d blesses Noach and family to be fruitful
and multiply, to fill the earth. They may eat
creatures but may not kill man.

The echoes of Creation continue. Noach and
the animals receive the same blessings made
to the animals and to man in Creation, to be
fruitful and multiply. Noach is the new Adam.
But with one dramatic difference. G-d pledges
that never again will there be a destruction
of land, animals or seasons. This was not
promised at Creation.

The notion of G-d promising is shocking. G-d
making promises to man? Really? He prom-
ises to us? Could it be that all the horrible evil
that man is capable of perpetrating, and has
perpetrated in the history of mankind - that in
spite of all that evil, He guarantees the world
will never deserve to be destroyed?

The Torah is conveying a dramatic philos-
ophy of mankind. It must be that mankind,
in just the way it has been created, capable
of evil but capable of good, that creation of
mankind is so precious to G-d that He commits
to us, regardless of our failings. As such, the
story of the Torah is a love story; G-d’s love and
commitment to mankind, just the way it is.

"/‘ 5TH ALIYA (9:8-17)
K" G-d tells Noach and his family

that He is making a covenant with
all living things that the world will never again
be destroyed by Flood. The rainbow is a sign
of this covenant between us. I will see the
rainbow and remember this eternal covenant.
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The word “brit”, covenant occurs 7 times in
this paragraph of 9 verses. We are so familiar
with the story of the rainbow after the flood
that its plain meaning slips by unnoticed. G-d
is pledging himself to the world. And, as if
to make sure He Himself doesn’t forget, He
places a sign, a reminder of His pledge.

Noach has got to be looking around, won-
dering, “is He talking to me? What did I do to
deserve this? The Master of the Universe, who
just covered the world in water due to man’s
failings, He is committing to us? And binding
Himself with a rainbow, lest He forget?”

The Creation story crowned man with
majesty, created in the image of G-d. The
Flood recreation story is a love story, the love
of G-d for man, the commitment He has to
man. And while a covenant has two parties,
each of whom pledges to the other, in this
covenant nothing is demanded of man. Only
He pledges to us.

’}! 6TH ALIYA (9:18-10:32)
% 3 Noach plants a vineyard,
k\“ P Y

becomes drunk and lies exposed
in his tent. Cham sees Noach; the other sons
cover Noach without looking. Cham is cursed,
Shem is blessed, Yefet granted beauty. Noach’s
numerous descendents are listed, distinctive
in geography and in language.

The echoes of creation continue. Adam was
placed in the Garden of Eden, to work it and
guard it. Noach plants a vineyard. Adam (and
Eve) sinned in that Garden, eating of the fruit
they ought not to. And covered themselves
with fig leaves. Noach drinks to excess and
his nakedness is also covered.

’}‘ 7TH ALIYA (11:1-32)
'/k\“ The Tower of Babel, an attempt

to unite mankind results in a dis-
persion and proliferation of languages. The



genealogy of Noach’s descendants continues
until Avraham’s family is introduced, who
journey toward the Land of Israel.

The story of the Tower of Babel begins
as a desire for unity but ends with people
scattered the world over. The desire for unity
would seem to be a good thing. However,
unity often implies united under me, coercing
all to be like me.

World history is the history of empires
seeking to make the world a better place by
being just like me. The theme of dispersion,
of exile which began with Adam being exiled
from the Garden of Eden, and Cain exiled to
wander the world has its next chapter with
the dispersion, the exile of the builders of the
Tower of Babel.

The dispersion and exile of the first 2 par-
shiot of the Torah will be reversed with the
call to Avraham to come to the Land of Israel.

HAFTORAH: YESHAYAHU 54:1 - 55:5

This Shabbat the haftorah for parshat
Noach is taken from chapter 54 in the Navi,
Yeshayahu. It describes the nation of Israel
after the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash.
The Navi assures the people that Hashem will
forever share his kindness and love with His
people and He will continue to protect and
sustain the people.

The special connection to parshat Noach is
contained in pasuk 59:9 which refers to the
destruction of Yerushalayim as “...this is like
the waters of Noach to me...”

The Navi concludes with the reassurance
that Hashem remembers His covenant with
the world and His Chosen People. The degree
to which we reveal Hashem’s presence in
our lives is the degree to which Hashem’s

protection and close concern is realized. It
is our responsibility to reveal Hashem. We
achieve this by observing His commandments
and learning His Torah. m

214 of 54 sedras, 2™ of 12 in Bereshit.
Written on 230 lines in a Torah, rank: 15.

18 Parshiyot; 5 open, 13 closed; rank: 12.

153 pesukim - ranks 4™. Largest in Bereshit -
tied w/Vayishlach.

1861 words - ranks 11 (6™ in Bereshit).

6907 letters - ranks 13 (6™ in Bereshit).

Drop in ranking for words and letters is due
to Noach's very short pesukim. Noach ranks
49" in words/pasuk and 51% in letters/ pasuk
in the Torah.

k(> mmvor
’k\’ MITZVOT

None of the TARYAG mitzvot are from
Noach, yet there are mitzvot in the sedra,
specifically (but not only) references to
the Noahide laws. So too is P'RU URVU
repeated to Noach - it is counted as

a mitzva from Bereshit, when it was

commanded to Adam.
Mazal Tov to
% Eitan & Hadara Fund ©
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Mazal Tov as well
to the proud grandparents

Simcha & Susie Fund
and Zev & Bayla Gross

and to the Great-Grandparents

Dr David & Miriam Stein
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"Come out of the Ark." - (To:n) Nnann [N XY

Why did Noach not leave the Ark on his own volition when he saw the waters had rescinded?
Why did Noach wait for G-d's command to leave the Ark?

The Midrash Rabbah (34:4) quotes a verse in Megillat Kohelet (10:4) "If the spirit of the ruler
rises against you, do not leave your place." This refers to Noach who enters the Ark only
after receiving permission from G-d. So too, leaving the Ark, similarly, requires permission
from G-d.

The Malbim (Rabbi Meir Leibush Wisser 1809-1879, Kiev) explains that the whole process
in which Noach and his family were saved from the Flood was miraculous and unnatural.
The Ark had no steering ability or braking system, to prevent smashing against boulders or
rocks. As this complete encounter of being saved was miraculous, leaving the Ark seemed
feasible only with G-d's command. G-d could have chosen any number of natural ways to
save Noach, such as placing him on a high mountain untouched by the Flood. G-d affirmed
that all inhabitants of earth would be destroyed. G-d ordered Noach to take up residence in
the Ark, discarding his residence as an inhabitant of the earth. Noach would become like the
fish of the waters which were not affected by the Flood. Since Noach was not aware how long
the curse of earth's desolation remained, he waited on the Ark, until being informed by G-d.
Shabbat Shalom
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RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi »n>y5
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True
Morality

Is there such a thing as an objective basis
of morality? For some time, in secular circles,
the idea has seemed absurd. Morality is what
we choose it to be. We are free to do what we
like so long as we don’t harm others.

Moral judgments are not truths but
choices. There is no way of getting from “is”
to “ought”, from description to prescription,
from facts to values, from science to ethics.
This was the received wisdom in philosophy
for a century after Nietzsche had argued for

May the Torah learned from this TT
be in loving memory of and »”y>
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Chaim Greenberg v
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the abandonment of morality — which he saw
as the product of Judaism - in favour of the
“will to power”.

Recently, however, an entirely new scien-
tific basis has been given to morality from
two surprising directions: neo-Darwinism
and the branch of mathematics known as
Games Theory. As we will see, the discovery
is intimately related to the story of Noach
and the covenant made between God and
humanity after the Flood.

Games theory was invented by one of the
most brilliant minds of the 20th century, John
von Neumann (1903-1957). He realised that
the mathematical models used in economics
were unrealistic and did not mirror the way
decisions are made in the real world. Ratio-
nal choice is not simply a matter of weighing
alternatives and deciding between them. The
reason is that the outcome of our decision
often depends on how other people react to it,
and usually we cannot know this in advance.
Games theory, von Neumann’s invention in
1944, was an attempt to produce a math-
ematical representation of choice under
conditions of uncertainty. Six years later, it
yielded its most famous paradox, known as
the Prisoner’s Dilemma.

Imagine two people, arrested by the police
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that the most ruthless individuals in any
population will survive and hand their genes
on to the next generation. Yet almost every
society ever observed values individuals
who are altruistic: who sacrifice their own
advantage to help others. There seems to be a
direct contradiction between these two facts.

The Prisoner’s Dilemma suggested an
answer. Individual self-interest often pro-
duces bad results. Any group which learns
to cooperate, instead of compete, will be
at an advantage relative to others. But, as
the Prisoner’ Dilemma showed, this needs
repeated encounters — the so-called “Iterated
(=repeated) Prisoner’s dilemma”. In the late
1970s, a competition was announced to find
the computer program that did best at playing
the Iterated Prisoner’s Dilemma against itself
and other opponents.

The winning programme was devised by a
Canadian, Anatole Rapoport, and was called
Tit-for-Tat. It was dazzlingly simple: it began
by co-operating, and then repeated the last
move of its opponent. It worked on the rule
of “What you did to me, I will do to you”, or
“measure for measure”. This was the first
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time scientific proof had been given for any
moral principle.

What is fascinating about this chain of
discoveries is that it precisely mirrors the
central principle of the covenant God made
with Noah:

Whoever sheds the blood of man,
By man shall his blood be shed;
For in the image of God has God made man.

This is measure for measure [in Hebrew,
middah keneged middah], or retributive jus-
tice: As you do, so shall you be done to. In fact,
at this point the Torah does something very
subtle. The six words in which the principle
is stated are a mirror image of one another:
[1] Who sheds [2] the blood [3] of man, [3a] by
man [2a] shall his blood [1a] be shed. This is a
perfect example of style reflecting substance:
what is done to us is a mirror image of what
we do. The extraordinary fact is that the first
moral principle set out in the Torah is also the
first moral principle ever to be scientifically
demonstrated. Tit-for-Tat is the computer
equivalent of (retributive) justice:

Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man
shall his blood be shed.

The story has a sequel. In 1989, the Polish
mathematician Martin Nowak produced a
programme that beats Tit-for-Tat. He called
it Generous. It overcame one weakness of
Tit-for-Tat, namely that when you meet a par-
ticularly nasty opponent, you get drawn into
a potentially endless and destructive cycle of
retaliation, which is bad for both sides. Gen-
erous avoided this by randomly but periodi-
cally forgetting the last move of its opponent,
thus allowing the relationship to begin again.
What Nowak had produced, in fact, was a
computer simulation of forgiveness.

Once again, the connection with the story



of Noach and the Flood is direct. After the
Flood, God vowed: “I will never again curse
the ground for man’s sake, although the
imagination of man’s heart is evil from his
youth; nor will I again destroy every living
thing as I have done.” This is the principle of
Divine forgiveness.

Thus the two great principles of the Noa-
chide covenant are also the first two principles
to have been established by computer simula-
tion. There is an objective basis for morality
after all. It rests on two key ideas: justice and
forgiveness, or what the Sages called middat
ha-din and middat rachamim. Without these,
no group can survive in the long run.

In one of the first great works of Jewish
philosophy — Sefer Emunot ve-Deot (The Book
of Beliefs and Opinions) - R. Saadia Gaon (882-
942) explained that the truths of the Torah
could be established by reason. Why then
was revelation necessary? Because it takes
humanity time to arrive at truth, and there
are many slips and pitfalls along the way.

It took more than a thousand years after
R. Saadia Gaon for humanity to demonstrate
the fundamental moral truths that lie at the
basis of God’s covenant with humankind: that
co-operation is as necessary as competition,
that co-operation depends on trust, that
trust requires justice, and that justice itself
is incomplete without forgiveness. Morality is
not simply what we choose it to be. It is part
of the basic fabric of the universe, revealed
to us by the universe’s Creator, long ago. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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Stunning
Ashkelon!

Watch the sunset every night!

Whether you are looking to live in
Ashkelon full-time, weekends or
vacations, we can help you find

somethingimyour price range.
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Free-standing houses
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For Sale in Efrat
Zayit:
9.7 NIS
Zayit:
2,590,000 NIS
Zayit:

Gold Arrow
Tax is Hiring!

Join our expert team specializing in
US taxes for Americans in Israel.

Position: Tax Assoc

1,990,000 NIS
Tamar: 2.95 NIS
Te'ena:

Opportunities for growth

Seasonal bonus

On-site role at our Jerusalem office
2+ years of experience a plus
Experience with 5471s, PFICs,
Streamlines

4,750,000 NIS
Dagan:

3.850.000 NIS

For Sale in Elazar: Apply now and advance your career!

Email your CV to aliza@goldarrowtax.com
2,850,000 NIS

ZHUBRAK

ACCOUNTING
& COMSULTING

we're hiring: est
BOOKKEEPER

ZAC Financials, a growing CPA firm, is locking for a Bookkeeper to join our team!

You'll do: We want: We offer:
» Manage books & reports » Bookkeeping experience » Flexible schedule
* Reconcile accounts » QuickBooks/Xero skills s Colloborative team
s Use QuickBooks » Detail-oriented » Growth opportunities
+ Work with clients & team s Available evenings (US hours) « Competitive hourly pay

Location: In-office (Mcdi'in or Beit Shemesh) with possibilty for remate in the future

Type: Full Time

SEANe ZACFINANCIALS.COM | WWW.ZACFINANCIALS.COM
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With offices in Jerusalem and
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projects. In Jerusalem alone,
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clients with asset
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of wealth.
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Water Leaks? Mold and Mildew?
Peeling or Bubbling Paint?

* Infrared thermal imaging inspections.
+ Certified professional trained |
» Comprehensive reports.

* Inspections for Insurance claims.

* Pipe cameras, Tracer gas.

* Acoustic testing, balloon tests and more.
= Waterproofing, plumbing, roofing.
- Inspection before purchase.
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Call today for a FREE
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GARDEN PARADISE FOR SALE IN KATAMON

PEACEFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GARDEN DUPLEX APARTMENT
122 SQM ON TWO LEVELS, 4.5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL BATHS,
PRIVATE REGISTERED GARDEN FULL OF FRUIT TREES,
PRIVATE PARKING, ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT

CONDITION. -
ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000

QUAINT 1 BDRM FOR SALE IN KATAMON
2 ROOM APT FOR SALE DIRECTLY ABOVE THE GARDEN
APT! BRIGHT AND COMPACT 34 SQM., 3 AIR DIRECTIONS,
INCLUDES MAMAD, SUKKAH BALCONY, ELEVATOR,
PRIVATE HEAT, AND A/C. -

ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,150,000

Ilana Nelson  054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

The “Waters
of Noach”

Chazal selected this week’s haftarah read-
ing from the 54th and 55th chapters of Sefer
Yishayahu, a prophecy somewhat familiar
to us. The navi’s message in this haftarah
focusses upon the theme of comfort and
consolation, which explains why it was
designated as haftarah to be read both on
Parashat Re’eh and on Parashat Ki Tetze. It
is, certainly, a fitting message for these post-
Tish’a shabbatot.

But why, we might wonder, were these
same verses chosen to be read on this
Parashat No’ach?

The popular, widely-accepted, reason why

In loving memory of

JOCKY FEIG 7y

PITYI N7 DNIAR NI 7209

whose 30™ Yarzheit was on Erev Succot

Her warmth and her strength
touched the lives of all who
knew her. Still part of our hearts
and minds, she was a special
blessing for us all:
her daughters, grand-children,
nieces and nephews, and her
many relatives and friends.

92 N9 AN

28 TORAH TIDBITS 1632 / NOACH

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

these chapters were designated to be read
on this Shabbat is due to Yishayahu’s usage
of the words “mei No’ach” — the waters, i.e.,
the flood, of Noach’s time — hence the direct
connection to the events depicted in our
parasha. But there are other connections as
well, understated, perhaps, that touch upon
the events depicted in our parasha.

For example: might the opening words of
the haftarah, “Roni Akara”, “Rejoice, O bar-
ren woman”, be hinting to the final episode
in the parasha, the final p’sukim that tell of
the barren woman, Sarai, who would rejoice
upon the birth of her son - even calling him
“Yitzchak”, laughter. Such a mention connects
us to our parasha and would also serve as
comforting reassurance to a grief-stricken
nation, searching for hope for the future —
thereby a fitting theme for the haftarot of
consolation. The prophet’s recalling how the
nation of Avaraham, born of a once-barren
woman, became, as Hashem promised, “too
numerous to count” would be a source of
solace to the post-churban generation.

Furthermore, there could be a subtle
message for the prophet Yish’ayahu himself
in the fact that the flood is referred to as the
“waters of No’ach”- a term implying, according
to the Zohar HaKadosh, that the flood came
as a result of No’ach’s failure to pray for his
generation. May we infer that Hashem was
urging the navi to pray on behalf of his gen-
eration as well?

Perhaps.

But I turn to another difficulty I have



found in our understanding of the prophet’s
quotation. Many are misled in believing that
the navi’s reference to “Noah’s Waters” is
limited to Hashem’s promise never to bring
such destruction again when, in fact, Yisha-
yahu’s words of comfort were referring NOT
to the flood itself but to the post-flood era. A
simple glance into the previous pasuk would
make it clear that the navi was comparing
the moments of destruction to the promised,
soon-to-be, years of construction. Yishayahu
used his poetic expression “B’shetzef Ketzef”
[v.8] - “in an outburst of wrath” — to depict
the fleeting moments of G-d’s anger as being
of short duration compared to His many
years of mercy and everlasting kindness
that would follow: “B’Chesed olam richam-
tich” [v. 8]. The moments of punishment
reflected in the “Mei No’ach” did not equal
the decades of growth, development and
recovery that began in the aftermath of the
flood - precisely as Hashem had promised
No’ach and the survivors.

The psalmist pleaded with Hashem, and
urged Him: “Sam’cheinu kimot innitanu”
- “Bring us joy to equal those days of afflic-
tion”. I would submit that such was precisely
Yishayahu’s guarantee to his generation —
that G-d’s years of blessing and joy would far
outweigh the difficult times of our suffering.

Given this promise, we would be wise NOT
to focus on the days of affliction alone, not
on “Mei No’ach”, but always to remember
the guarantee of “B’Chesed olam richamtich”
and, thereby, look forward to future years of
blessing and happiness. B

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Call now 077-9973185
www.daniels-assets.com
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For sale in the German Colony
Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience
inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available

in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

BECAUSE A
DRAWER

FAVAULT.

A WILL. AN ENVELOPE

OF CASH. YOUR
GRANDMOTHER’S RING.
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IT SHOULI BE

AT HOME.

BRICKSTONE JERUSA PRIVATE VAULT CENTER.

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

24/7 f International ~\ Personal
T security standards - service

PRIVATE VAULTS NOW AVAILABLE.

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, FIRST MONTH FREE FOR JULY-AUGUST CLIENTS.

SERVICES |
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Halakhic Wills & Prenups
Legal Wills & Prenups
Enduring Powers of Attorney
Divorce Mediation

Property Transactions

Home visits available!

Email: michael@willsdolim.com [m] 5 [=]
www.willsdolim.com i

(O +972 53-722-9212 =
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Clal building, *9936 Ext.2

97 yafo street, Jerusalem.  www.brickstone.co.il

American Trained
and Licensed

Acupuncturist
comes to you!

Specislizad services lnciade:
« Anti-Aging Techniques

+ Personal Physical Training

¢ Traditional Chinese Medicine
# Herbal Medicines

# Holistic Wellness

On-Site in the Jerusalem and Modiin areas
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FREE CONSULTATIONS
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AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did
an amazing job!

Nothing matters te us more than a
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

" BESTPRICE |
GUARANTEED

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we’'ll match it.

oD 3
" DESIGNERS
AND ARCHITECTS

% _—

Send your plans for l
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 ade

or email us at info@tzviair.com 3

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

LET YOUR JOURNEY
HOME BEGIN WITH US

FEATURED PRESALES IN
ANGLO COMMUNITIES

ASHKELON
e Sea views
¢ Close to Marina
e 3 Bedrooms
¢ 40 units
¢ Selling fast

Starting price:
W2.49M / $700K

NETANYA
Prime location
3-4 bedrooms
Private parking
Great View
Public transport

Starting price:
3.15M / $960K

JERUSALEM
e Luxury Complex
* Gym
¢ Shops & Cafes
e Great opportunity
e 2-4 Bedrooms

Starting price:
W3.5M / $1.06M

TEL AVIV

Prime location
50-story towers
1-4 bedrooms
Infinity pool & gym
24/7 security
Private parking

Price on Request

CARMEI GAT
Over 400 units
2-5 Bedrooms
Fastest growing
Anglo community
in Israel

Starting price:
W2.2M / $670K

BEIT SHEMESH
Neve Shamir
Great community
In front of a park
Close to pool, shuls
and shops

Starting price:
W2.38M / $720K

For many more opportunities
across Israel, please don’t
hesitate to get in touch.

SitT) +972-54-441-5704

=#| KimBashRealEstate.com g3 =) g3
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The Torah tells us that, before the flood,
0NN YIRD X7 - “the earth was filled with
hamas.” Rashi (9:13) cites a Gemara that
defines hamas as robbery — D)7 71 DN N7
(NP P TMD) Y130 DY KX - their sentence was
sealed only on account of their sin of robbery.
On the surface the word “hamas” is often
translated simply as violence or robbery—
but a closer reading reveals a deeper, more
universal meaning.

Rav Yosef Zevin (La’Torah V’LaMoadim)
inquires as to why the final straw was gezel-
robbery? The people during the generation of
Noach engaged in many transgressions. Why

May the Torah learned from this
issue of Torah Tidbits be
in loving memory of our dear friend

Yehuda Leib Berren 1
on PHX? PINN 12 299 D7
on his fifth Yahrzeit

Aliyah L’kever pwnn 'n
Thursday October 30, 1:30pm
Har HaMenuchot
Gush vn, Section 7, Row »
Zoom 831 4712 0889 Password - 230109

N.Na.xa.0n
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RABBI SHALOM

RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM MACHON LEV

is gezel (robbery) what triggered the flood?

It is interesting to note that we refer to gezel
in another very significant context. In the
Neila tefilla at the conclusion of Yom Kippur
we no longer recite “Al Chet”, but we do state:
WP pwivn 7N )wnY — which is translated
as - ceasing to steal! At the culmination of Yom
Kippur, rather than repeating the list of sins
in which we may have engaged throughout
the year, all we reference is robbery. Perhaps,
Rav Zevin suggests, that this is all inclusive.
Typically, when you have a closing statement
(M2>nn) it reflects the content of all that pre-
cedes it. (NN INX 9911 YoN). How does
gezel capture all transgressions, especially
transgressions between man and God?

Essentially, each of us is gifted with certain
capabilities and if we do not utilize our talents
properly, in our avodat Hashem, we are guilty
of misappropriating those gifts. When we
waste time, don’t act properly in shul or in our
workplace, or engage in inappropriate behav-
ior it is as if we are misusing the valuable tal-
ents God entrusted to us, which is like stealing.
That is why we reference - oshek- stealing as
the all-encompassing phrase in Neila.

Similarly, with respect to the generation of
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the flood. Hamas- robbery - was the final sin
that sealed the fate of the generation of Noach.
It was not merely the acts of theft or cruelty
between human beings; it was a comprehensive
corruption of how people related to the world,
to each other, and to God. In essence, it rep-
resents misappropriation: the taking or wasting
of that which does not truly belong to us.
This misappropriation can take many
forms. It includes the obvious wrongs done
to others—robbery, deceit, oppression—but
it also extends to the ways we fail to honor
the gifts that God has entrusted to us. Talents
left undeveloped, time wasted, opportunities
ignored—these, too, are forms of hamas, theft
from the Divine source of life itself. Just as
in the final prayers of Yom Kippur, where
all sins are summarized as Oshek a kind of
spiritual misappropriation, the Torah teaches
that the downfall of Noach’s generation was

ultimately rooted in this misuse.

The Gra says that in the future we’re going
to have to give a Din V’'Heshbon (Judgment
and accounting). Why the double language?
Din- refers to what we did wrong. Heshbon
—refers to the good things we could have
accomplished during the time we engaged
in transgressions.

Rav Pam asks how the people in the gen-
eration of Noach were able to fall so low?
He cites a midrash that states that up until
Noach, people were born with webbed fin-
gers. Noach was the first individual to be
born with separate fingers. That enabled
him to create tools with which to work the
land and it made it much easier to plow and
plant. This innovation led to leisure hours.
People became much more efficient and
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suddenly had a lot of free time on their
hands. Free time in and of itself is not prob-
lematic. What is problematic is when that
time is used in the wrong way.

The destruction of the generation of Noach
reminds us that free time, natural talents,
relationships, and sacred opportunities are
all entrusted to us, not for personal indulgence
or neglect, but for meaningful use. When we
misuse them—by wasting time, ignoring
responsibilities, or exploiting others—we
engage in a subtle form of theft that disrupts
the harmony of life and, ultimately, the society
we inhabit. The final straw — hamas (theft), was
a warning to all future generations: integrity
is measured not only by what we take from
others, but by how faithfully we steward the
gifts we have been given.

TAL CLEAN

- &% Contact us: ** )
050-445-5975

info.talclean@gmail.com

g3

Polish | Curtains

A And
more
cleaning

Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning  ‘Mattress Services
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HE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
: ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

JERUSALEM

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM

OLD KATAMON, ELROI ST.

4 rooms, high floor, Shabbat
elevator, panoramic view, quiet
& central, fully accessible,
near synagogues, shops & cafes,
schools & culture. Exclusive!
Matan 055-4549479

ARNONA, GAD TADESKY ST.
4 rooms, sunny & spacious,
green surroundings, terrace,

2 parking spots, storage, near
public transportation, shops, quality
synagogues & schools. Exclusive!
Anita 055-4549429

HARLAP ST
IN THE BEST LOCATION
Rare 2.5-room apt. + huge
surrounding garden, sunny, private
land, near everything: shops & cafes,
green parks, synagogues, museums
& theater, public transportation.
Exclusive! Moshe 055-4549428

FOR SALE IN GUSH ETZION

BEST DEAL IN EFRAT, HAGEFFEN
Huge 4.5-room apt, 132 sqm,
1st floor, sukkah balcony, open view.
Near synagogue, green parks
& playgrounds, shops, public
transportation. Exclusive!
Sigalit 055-4549459

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511




FOR SALE - In Moshava Yavne'el starting at 5,475,000 nis

» 10 minutes from the Kinneret

p Beautiful, fully furnished, fully
equipped private Villa

» 6 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, large
gardens, in-ground heated swimming
pool

» Perfect as a multi generational family
vacation home

p» Fabulous income potential when
you're not using it

» Move in condition - available
immediately

» Private Villas - 7 bedrooms, 6
bathrooms, large gardens

» In-ground heated swimming pool

» Perfect as a multi generational family
vacation home

» Fabulous income potential

i

|i | For more details, please contact:
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ARE YOU A FAMILY MEMBER

builder1711@gmail.com

STRUGGLING WITH A LOVED ONE'S
SUBSTANCE USE OR ADDICTION?

Our Israel-based support group offers a safe space where you
can connect and share with others facing similar challenges.

Whether you're a parent, sibling, spouse, or other family
member, you'll find understanding, compassion, and the
opportunity to find strength in community.

Meetings take place via Zoom every other Monday at 8 p.m. and

are conducted in English.

Email us today to join our support group:

@ CCSA@ohelfamily.org

@ www.jewishccsa.org
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

Pinpointing
Priorities

After the Great Flood that destroyed
the world, it was time to begin anew and
rebuild. The Torah tells us, “Vayachel Noach
ish ha’adamah vayita karem — And Noach
began to be a master of the soil and he
planted a vineyard.” (Bereisheet 9:20) Rashi
notes the curious use of the word “vayachel
—and he began,” and comments that not
only does the word mean ‘and he began’
but is also connotes “chullin,” an element of
the mundane and irreverent. “This [can be
understood as] he made himself profane,”
for he should have first engaged in planting
something different. — [Gen. Rabbah 36:3.
i.e., he should not have planted a vineyard,
from which wine is produced, but other
trees.] (Rashi)

What was so terrible about what Noach

Protect your Family's
Health
and Finances with

Critical Private Medical
Insurance
or WhatsApp to
normanzi@shaham.co.il
054-4258671
Norman Zyshlat

Licensed [nfurance Profgssional
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did? After all, the Midrash teaches us that
he was instructed to take every species of
plant and animal into the ark so it could
be used after the flood. Further, after wit-
nessing such overwhelming devastation, did
Noach not deserve to relax and find comfort
in wine to recover from his ordeal? It seems
overly critical to say that by planting a vine-
yard he desecrated himself.

The famed mashgiach of Yeshivat Mir,
Rav Yerucham Levovitz zt”l finds two fun-
damental ideas embedded in Rashi’s com-
ment. The first is that “everything follows
the beginning,” meaning that a thoughtful
and deliberate start guides the subsequent
path. Noach was charged with the respon-
sibility to rebuild; thus his first action was
foundational.

Rav Scheinerman in Ohel Moshe adds,
had Noach had a true understanding of the
significance and magnitude of laying the
groundwork for the future of civilization, he
would not have planted grapes, as they carry
the potential to cause destruction. Noach’s
chillul, his debasement, was his failure to
grasp the scope and purpose of his obligation
to rebuild the world.

The second idea that Rav Yerucham zt”l
offers is that one’s choices, however subcon-
sciously driven, indicate a facet of his core
character. Noach’s first choice, a vineyard,
suggests a leaning toward capricious or lax
behavior. We can extend this perspective to
ourselves; How do we choose our primary
activities? What motivates our decisions and



preferences? During the month of Elul and the Yamim
Rav Simcha Wasserman zt”l offers an addi- Nora’im, we involve ourselves in efforts to
tional and fascinating perspective. Noach  realign our mindset and our goals for the
witnessed sweeping destruction. One could  new year. As we read Parashat Noach we
think that he deserved time to mourn the  are reminded that the choices and decisions
loss and allow himself the distraction of we make lay the foundations for the year
wine to help ease his transition backintoa  ahead. Let us choose wisely, ensuring that
cultivated world. Here, says Rav Wasserman,  the foundations are strong and focused with
lay his mistake. In the aftermath of such  the correct priorities. m
devastation, one cannot yield or succumb
to nursing wounds and mourning. Rather,
one must immediately put his efforts into
reconstruction and rehabilitation. Rav
Wasserman was known for speaking out
against the millions of dollars invested into L) e Je N[V OLIMTOOLBOX TALKS
memorials for the Holocaust instead of ded- 2SS OHES S paveway
icating the money to scholarship, education
and training the new generation with Jewish
values and pride.

Register: olimpaveway.com/all-events
0 (@ @3 @olimpaveway
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in the footsteps of Mashiach! thinker, speaker, and writer who understanq ferr'ummty, mariage and
- - has poured her heart and soul our potential without téns». Polock
“Many women should be in this school! . L - Faigy Pollac
Rabbi Yitzchak Berkowitz shii into her tea;hmg w;t‘h qn
understanding that ignites a love
U l esih : A, 4 Ly for Torah. “When people say her courses are
genuinegory...” R'Akiva Tatz - Rabbi Ahron life-changing, I didn’t understand what
Lopiansky shlita that meant... until now.”

-Chana

Sign up at: thenexus.org
info@thenexus.org Phone-line available
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UPCOMING EVENTS

OMeDEX | MEDEX AUSTRALIA

MedEx is the cant-miss event for doctors and
medical specialists considering Aliyah!

October 26 & 28, 2025 | Australia

MEDEX INFO SESSIONS

Are you a doctor or medical student thinking of Aliyah?
Join us to discuss what Aliyah can look like for you!

BOSTON - November 13, 2025 | CLEVELAND - November 20, 2025

NBN ON TOUR & MINI MEDEX

Meet our team, get answers, and move forward with your
Aliyah plans - with IMAP guidance for medical professionals.

TORONTO - November 16, 2025 | MONTREAL - November 18, 2025

MUSEUM TOUR FALL SERIES

NBN invites seniors to join us for a fall series of tours

E across the country.
Fall Series y

October - November 2025 | Various cities across Israel

TECHNOLOGY MADE SIMPLE

Join us for a hands-on tech afternoon designed to build your
digital confidence in navigating Israel's app-driven world.

Thursday, November 6, 2025 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

CAFE OLEH: FALL SESSIONS

Supplement your existing Hebrew skills with the words and
insights you need to survive & thrive in Israel.

September - November 2025 | Online

www.nbn.org.il/all-events
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RESILIENCE INITIATIVES

continue to defend and protect the State
of Israel, Nefesh B'Nefesh, Friends of the
IDF (FIDF), and Jewish National Fund - USA
are committed to giving back.

)
PE RAT I o N As our courageous and resilient soldiers
N
(=]

We are, once again, offering free flights
to help parents be closer to their Lone
Soldiers in Israel.

www.nbn.org.il’/hug

The Lone Soldiers Program (LSP)
RESILIENCE CENTER

Comprehensive mental health services & emotional support
for International Lone Soldiers returning to civilian life.

Xaw In partnership with
MIUN 7N Sheba Medical Center

MILUIM FAMILIES, MILUIMNIKIM,
& THOSE AFFECTED BY OCTOBER 7TH

www.nbn.org.il/all-events
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RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC
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Noach: Second Chances

Reb Shlomo Lorincz was known to Klal
Yisrael as a brilliant shtadlan, a respected
member of the Knesset for more than thirty
years, and above all, a confidant of the Gedolei
Torah in Eretz Yisrael. Many speeches that
Rabbi Lorincz gave during his decades in the
Knesset were looked over by the Chazon Ish
and later by the Brisker Rav, who considered
him their faithful emissary. A multi volume
memoir, B’mechitzasam, is a sweeping
account of some of the political drama and
religious struggles in the State of Israel. A
ben Torah through and through, he carried
the refinement of the Mir in Poland into
every chapter of his life. Politics may have
brought him a platform, but Torah remained
his lifeblood.

After stepping back from public life, Reb
Shlomo discovered new sweetness in limud
haTorah, and published Milu’ei Shlomo, a

Religious

Caregiver:

Car owner

For details
050-323-1107
Yossi
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sefer discussing sugyas in Gemara that he
learned with his chavrusa and neighbor, Rav
Simcha Wasserman, zt'.

After the murder of his family (including
his father and teacher, the great Rav Elchonon
Hy”d), Rav Simcha Wasserman and his wife
spent their lives spreading Torah and rebuild-
ing Yeshivos and Kollelim in the United States
and Eretz Yisrael with incredible sacrifice and
dedication. For years, Reb Shlomo and Rav
Simcha sat together, immersed in learning,
their voices carrying the timeless music of
chavrusa-shaft.

On the 2nd day of Cheshvan, 1993, Hashem
summoned Rav Simcha back to the Yeshivah
shel Maalah’. Just ten days later, his Rebbetzin,
Faiga Rochel, followed him. As she and her
husband had no children, in her final days
she whispered aloud a prayer that pierced the
hearts of those who overheard it: ‘Hashem,
who will keep our memory alive? Who will
come to daven at our kevarim?’After the
passing of his precious friends, Reb Shlomo
gathered his children together and revealed
something that stunned them. Though he
owned a family plot on Har HaZeisim, the
Mount of Olives in the Old City of Jerusalem,
he had purchased a new chelek on Har HaMe-
nuchos — so that he could be buried, together
with his Rebbetzin, alongside Rav Simcha and
Rebbetzin Faiga Rochel.



He explained this to his children with the
conviction of a man who had once persuaded
governments, yet now speaking only as a
father and eternal friend: “Rav Simcha and
the Rebbetzin had no children. Who will
come to daven by their kevarim? You, my
children, will. Each time you come to us, you
will stop and say a kapitel Tehillim at their
kever too. This way, they will never be alone!”

And so it was.

Rav Simcha had been niftar on the second
of Cheshvan, and his Rebbetzin soon after.
Seventeen years later, Reb Shlomo himself
left this world — on Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan.
According to minhag Yerushalayim, children
don’t visit the cemetery on Rosh Chodesh.
Therefore, each year the Lorincz family goes
instead on the following day — the second of
Cheshvan, Rav Simcha’s yahrtzeit.

In this way, with breathtaking hashgachah
pratis, Reb Shlomo’s final wish, and Rebbetzin
Wasserman’s prayers, were fulfilled: every
year, the Lorincz family gathers not only to
honor their father’s memory, but to remem-
ber and honor his beloved chavrusa, Rav
Simcha and Rebbetzin Wasserman.

As the world unravelled around them,
becoming emptied of life and creation, Noach

and his family were sealed in the Ark. Inside,
while the flood waters raged, there was no
rest. The Midrash tells us that Noach and
his family were busy day and night, feeding
the animals that they had corralled onto the
Teivah, each creature receiving according to
its need.

Rav Simcha Wasserman would often
remind his talmidim that the Teivah was
more than a floating shelter constructed to
save humanity and perpetuate Creation, it
was an incubator of values, specifically to
train Noach in the midah and modality of
chessed. The world was rebuilt not through
brilliance, strength, nor innovation, but
through acts of kindness, tending to the needs
of others, including the animals. The world
is created and recreated through chesed and
caring, as Rav Wasserman is quoted in the
book Reb Simcha Speaks: “The Torah begins
with chessed and ends with chessed. A life of
Torah means living for the other — making
their needs our own.” May we be zocheh to
continue to rebuild the world with kindness,
merit long and fulfilled lives, with good

friends and good news to share. ®

MY NI
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L ORTECH ,

DEFENCE SYSTEMS

SAFE ROOM ISRAEL

Have your own shelter - Speedy installation in home or office
No building permit needed - Certified by the Home Front Command
Free consultation and evaluation

Shmuel Bowman - Authorised Ortech Representative

email: shmuel@saferoomisrael.com website: saferoomisrael.com
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Before The Avot:
First Founders of Judaism

Parashat Bereishit recounts the three sem-
inal failures that shaped the early history of
humankind. The first failure unfolds in Gan
Eden, when Adam defies Hashem’s direct
command, surrendering to desire rather than
submitting to divine authority. The second
follows soon after, when Kayin commits
the first murder, disregarding the voice of
moral conscience. Even without an explicit
command prohibiting bloodshed, such an
act should have been obviously immoral.
The third tragedy appears toward the end
of the parashah: powerful men seize women
and claim them as they please, desecrating
the sanctity of marriage. Power, once unre-
strained, corrodes both judgment and spirit.

These three personal collapses—theolog-
ical, moral, and social—compel Hashem to
reconsider His original vision for humanity,
curbing the human lifespan to one hundred
and twenty years.

By contrast, Parashat Noach chronicles
not personal breakdowns but collective col-
lapse. An entire generation decays morally,
compelling a divine reset of creation itself.
The saga continues with the Tower of Bavel,
where humanity unites with remarkable
coordination and purpose, only to channel
its ambition toward rebellion—imagining
42 TORAH TIDBITS 1632 / NOACH

that it could scale the heavens and replace
Hashem. In response, Hashem disperses
them into seventy nations scattered across
the earth.

At this point, after the failures of Bereishit
and Noach, it becomes clear that a new
plan for humanity is required. Rather than
expecting all of humankind to live by divine
ideals, Hashem selects one man to discover
Him and to inspire a moral and monotheistic
revolution. That man, Avraham, would estab-
lish a family, a clan, and ultimately a nation.
Avraham emerges from the moral wreckage
of Bereishit and Noach—the world having
been rebooted and its peoples redistributed.
Amid the ruins of these ethical and spiritual
collapses, Avraham is summoned to journey
to the Land of Hashem and to inaugurate
Jewish history.

Bereishit and Noach are stories of failure,
while Lech Lecha launches the response—the
unveiling of “Plan B” through the selection
of Avraham. Humanity collapses, but from
its ruins rises a single man who restores
faith, rebuilds morality, and begins the long
journey of redemption.

Yet within Parashat Noach, two figures
seem to belong to the emerging world of
Avraham. Their stories suggest that Lech



Lecha does not erase the past or begin upon
a blank slate. Rather, two personalities from
Noach play a crucial role in shaping the Jew-
ish future and legacy. They do not encounter
Hashem as Avraham does, nor do they attain
his sweeping moral grandeur, yet they plant
the qualities essential for the nation that
Avraham will soon build.
THE PATH OF SHEM

Shem appears in Parshat Noach and then
largely disappears from the rest of Sefer Bere-
ishit. According to Chazal, he was a deeply
righteous figure and a spiritual leader in the
postdiluvian world. He is often identified
with Malki-Tzedek, king of Shalem, who
blesses Avraham after the war of the four
kings, serving both as a “priest to G-d” and
as a moral-spiritual guide to the emerging
generations.

Chazal also teach that Shem, together
with his great-grandson Ever, established a
yeshiva—known as the Beit Midrash of Shem
vEver—where, according to our Masorah,
both Avraham and Yaakov studied Torah. Yet
the Torah itself records only Shem’s behavior
in the immediate aftermath of the Flood, leav-
ing the rest of his story to Torah sheb’al peh.
What we do witness is Noach planting a vine-
yard, an image reminiscent of the dawn of
creation, when Hashem had planted trees in
the newly formed world of Gan Eden. This
Gan Eden-like moment holds the promise
of a new beginning—a second chance for
humanity to repair the failures of the first.

Tragically, the renewal falters. Instead of
focusing on rebuilding civilization, Noach
sinks into drunkenness, lying uncovered
and humiliated in his tent. His son Cham
witnesses the shame and rushes to tell his
brothers instead of acting swiftly to protect

his father’s dignity. Shem and Yefet enter the
tent walking backward, unwilling to gaze
upon their father’s nakedness, and quickly
cover him to end the disgrace.

For his failure to respond appropriately,
Cham is cursed and condemned to servitude,
while Shem and Yefet are blessed. Although
the Torah describes their actions together,
Chazal discern a difference: Shem was the
principal actor, while Yefet followed his lead.
It is this instinct for reverence and restraint
that marks Shem as the ancestor of Avra-
ham—the man who would restore holiness
to human history. In this moment, Shem
became our founding ancestor—not one of
the Avot, but the progenitor of the values that
would shape the Jewish people.

In Parashat Ha‘azinu, the Torah describes
the scattering of the generation of the Tower
of Bavel:

N3 3y, DT 23171902 DA PoYN Sana
(Devarim 32:8) Yx7 )2 19017 D'y

“When the Most High apportioned the
nations, when He separated the children of
man, He set the boundaries of the peoples
according to the number of the children of
Israel.”

Rashi observes that this verse raises an
implicit question: if humanity had fallen
so deeply, why didn’t Hashem destroy the
generation of Migdal Bavel as He had the
generation of Noach? Rashi explains that
Hashem chose to preserve humanity because
the Jewish nation was destined to descend
from Shem. It was Shem’s moral sensitivity
and respect toward his father that laid the
foundation for the future character and
identity of the Jewish people.

RESTORING HUMANITY’S IMAGE

Shem’s behavior illustrates two
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fundamental traits of Jewish identity. His
modesty and careful covering of his father
reflected an awareness of the sanctity of
human beings—the tzelem Elokim. In the
aftermath of the Flood, when most of human-
ity had perished and the survivors endured
the cramped, suffocating confines of the Ark,
it was far from obvious that human beings
were meant to be treated with inherent dig-
nity. Shem’s actions preserved this vision and
provided a model for the moral and ethical
legacy that would define his descendants.

Noach did little to restore this vision. Instead
of employing his G-d-given traits—vision,
hard work, creativity, and hope—he planted
grapes and indulged his sorrow in alcohol. His
unclothed state and drunkenness represented
anadir in human dignity and the awareness of
tzelem Elokim. Shem’s immediate and respect-
ful response, entering the tent without gazing
at his father’s disgrace, became a moment of
restoration of human dignity.

This ethic became central to Shem’s
descendants: the belief that Hashem endows
humans with distinctive traits, granting both
dignity and moral responsibility. Unlike
animals, who act on instinct, humans are
expected to exercise free will and moral
conscience in the pursuit of something higher
and eternal.

Over the past two years, we have defended
the value of tzelem Elokim, confronting forces
that demean human life, glorify death over
life, and fail to honor the sacred creation of
Hashem. Shem’s example remains a touch-
stone for restoring and upholding human
dignity.

FAMILY AND FAITH

The second trait that Shem establishes at
the core of human identity—and ultimately
44 TORAH TIDBITS 1632 / NOACH

at the core of Jewish identity—is respect for
his father. Up to this point, the Torah presents
few examples of meaningful father-child rela-
tionships. We wonder about Adam’s role in
the tragedy of Kayin and Hevel: where was
he during this moral collapse? Would he have
intervened? Did Kayin ever return to seek his
father’s forgiveness? We witness Lemech nav-
igating complex relationships with his wives
while his children master crafts and music.
These stories unfold in parallel, yet without
any meaningful parent-child interactions to
provide moral guidance or nurture character.
Cham fails to uphold the simplest duty: pro-
tecting his father’s dignity. He hesitates, gawk-
ing at Noach instead of acting. By contrast,
Shem responds with immediate reverence,
honoring both human dignity and kibbud
av va’em, the sacred respect due to a parent.
Without this foundation, family building
cannot commence. Up to this point in
Bereishit, no fully healthy family structure
exists. By honoring his father, Shem estab-
lishes the foundation for functioning fam-
ilies—the primary vehicle through which
moral and spiritual values are transmitted.
Bereishit is less a book of abstract theology
than a book of family. It chronicles the
struggles of our Avot to navigate human com-
plexity: tension between children, multiple
wives, succession crises, and the challenges
of building households. Families serve as a
microcosm for the covenantal relationship
with Hashem, nurturing loyalty, selflessness,
and devotion. Without Shem’s moral exam-
ple, these traits cannot take root.

For these reasons, Shem may be called the
“proto-founder” of the Jewish people—a term
meaning that while he did not formally dis-
cover Hashem or establish the covenant, he



laid the essential moral and spiritual ground-
work. His recognition of the tzelem Elokim
and his reverent care for his father created
the conditions in which Avraham could later
fulfill his historic role. Shem planted the seeds
from which the Jewish nation would ulti-
mately grow, making him an indispensable
forerunner of the covenantal project.
ANCIENT ECHO

We all know who Terach was. The Midrash
tells the famous story that he was a priest
who craved idols and encouraged pagan rites.
He even denounced his own son, Avram,
for believing in one G-d, condemning him
to certain death—a fate averted only by a
miraculous divine intervention. As we recite
during the Pesach seder:

"IN MR APIIIR P N NTI2Y DT 02NN
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“At first, our ancestors served other—Ter-
ach, the father of Abraham.”

Yet the Torah omits this sordid history,
as well as the story of the idolatrous priest-
hood. Instead, we see Terach beginning
the journey with his family from Aram
Naharim toward the Land of Israel. He
stops in Charan, and ultimately his son
Avraham completes the journey. Still,
Terach began the process. Though he was
a pagan who had not discovered the one
G-d, he felt a tug in his heart toward the
Land of Hashem. He was the first to start
the journey—the initial stirrings of aliyah.
Evidently, Hashem creates within the Jewish
heart the ability to respond to the pull of this
Land, even when that heart is not yet fully
attuned to ritual or belief. There is an ancient
echo in the Jewish soul, a commitment to this
Land that transcends formal observance.

We have witnessed this echo amplified

across history. The great heroes who led the
Jewish people back to Israel and helped reset-
tle the Land were not always fully observant
of Torah law or halachic practice. Yet they
were devoted to the Land and to the people.
In their own way, they were modern-day
“Terachs”: their motivation to return was
deeply rooted, visceral, and instinctual—
even if not entirely religiously articulated.
Their movement laid the groundwork for the
covenantal journey that their descendants
would continue, each step echoing the ancient
stirrings of a heart drawn toward the Land
of Hashem.

These are the two founding ancestors of
Parshat Noach—two people who gave rise to
the man who would revolutionize religion
and history. Each contributed foundational
features of Jewish identity. Shem exemplified
tzelem Elokim at a moment when human dig-
nity had been degraded. He was also the first
to honor a parent, providing the essential plat-
form for family life. Terach, though a pagan,
felt the call of Israel in his heart and began
the journey toward the Land of Hashem.
Together, these two set the stage for Jewish
history. They are the twin heroes of Parshat
Noach.m

m OU Press is honored to partner
[ s o ae with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his
F;g_ - new volume in Hebrew regarding
i 1 the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch
' Hahastara). This remarkable book is
also available in English, “Dark Clouds
Above, Faith Below”

SUUggINg WIthiLUst
(Natieads tOIDENaVIOrs yoU Can Leontrol
You are not alone!

We have been there and today we are free
Sl . 072-2401190
sanewsenglish@gmail com dial 8 for english
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THIS WEEK'S INSPIRATIONAL TORAH LEARNING

Men's Safrut (The Bais) The Bais (for Men) - Semichat
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner Chaver Program Rav Elyada
7 Hartum Street. 2nd Floor Goldwicht@ Bet Knesset

Ohel Yitzchak
(Resumes November 16) Keren Hayesod St

OU Israel | Women's Division
2 Radak St., Rechavia
*The schedule is subject to change
Subscribe to our OU Israel 6:00-10:00PM
Whatsapp Community for all ATID Midrasha
information related to OU Israel (women in their 20's)
classes and programs, including
last minute schedule changes 7:00PM

aNCEpdaiEs, Dy SCIng Bat Miztvah and Beyond
the QR Code above. ;
Opening Event

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS
ARE FOR MEN ONLY 7:00-9:00PM

Dorot Choir Session with
u r@ Hadassah Jacobh

#THEOUISRAEL




WITH OU ISRAEL U
e .

0U Israel is supported by the Jewish :
Federation of Broward County w Federation

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa
9:20 AM 11:25 AM

Understanding Tefila Pshat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:15 AM 12:20 PM

Rambam: Letters and Unpacking the Messages
Introductions of Chazal

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS \WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin 5t. Rechavia

9:15AM |
Torah Tapestries
Parsha Shiur

Mrs. Shira Smiles

10:15AM
Living with
Emunah

Mrs. Raquel
Kirszenbaum

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men's Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine
Weekly Kollel Boker-Instructors include Rabbi lan Shaffer
Instructors include Rabbi Aschi Dick

Rabbi Avi Herzog
1:00PM- NEW/1!!
Modiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick - Masamerica Offices,
28 Dam HaMacabbiim 5t, 3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

OCT 29

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA
@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

92:15AM
Holy Poetry
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

10:20 AM

Contemporary Issues in Halacha
and Hashkafa

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:
A study of Rav Kook's sefer
‘Midot HaRaya’

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:30PM

Jews in the Middle Ages:
External Threats and Internal
Development

Dr. Deborah Polster

SPECIAL EVENT:

Bat Mitzvah and Beyond
Opening Event in Beit Shemesh

'HURSDAY
OCT 30

COMMUNITY BEIT
MIDRASH IN ARNONA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,
11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

92:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Parashat Hashavua Rabbi Baruch
Taub

11:20AM
Trailblazing the Text of TaNach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20 PM
Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor

8:00 PM

Halachic Controversies. [the Bais]
Rabbi Aschi Dick @ Bet Knesset
Ohel Yitzchak, Keren Hayesod St.
NOTE NEW NIGHT!!!

8:30 PM

The Bais- Men's Chabura
in partnership with Kehilat
Hashiveinu

Rabbi Noam Kenigsberg
RAMOT




WRITE A MEGILA

A Course in Practical Safrut - Writing & HalachaforMen  5xwer
Course Founder and Supervisor Rabbi Tzvi Mauner, Safrut Director, OU Israel

18 Weekly Sessions Now in 3 Locations:

YERUSHALAYIM BET SHEMESH MODVI'IN

OU Israel Headquarters: | Yeshivat Reishit: Hesder Yeshiva Meir Harel:
+7 Hartum 5t., 2 nd Floor +Rechov Rashi 21 + Emek Bet Shean 53
+5un. 7:30-9:30 pm +Tues. 8:30 - 10:30 pm +Tues.7:30 - 9:30 pm
+Rabbi Tzvi Mauner +Rabbi Elie Levi +Rabbi Phil Schajer

+1st class: Sun. Nov. 16 +1st class: Tues. Nov. 18 | 415t class: Tues. Nov. 11

PRICE: 850 NIS / Includes Starter Writing Supply Kit
In Memory of HaRav Aharon Ziegler z"|

?3 |

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG | To reqister: www.ouisrael.org/events/safrut25/

Put Your Community on the Map! DJ
® The OU in Israel is building a national directory of shuls with an_ YN

English-speaking presence — from fully Anglo congregations to
Israeli shuls where English speakers still feel at home.

Scan the QR code

2 to get started!
® Are you a Rabbi, Rebbetzin, or shul leader (e.g. a vaad member)? =

Please take 10 minutes to complete our short questionnaire.

m Part of a shul but not in leadership? Share this form with your
Rabbi or leadership team so your community can be represented.
" Your input will help.identify and strenigthen English-speaking
communities across Israel, haping future
opportunities for support and collaboration.

= Complete the form by October 30th ik
and your community will be entered into 0 ."@".

. araffle for a free OU Israel event — from >
an inspiring guest speaker to a tailored , x?;.- 0
community program. =

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG —
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NCSY ISRAEL PRESENTS

KFAR'ETZION REGIONAL

.

—— NOVEMBER14-1%,202% —

"“ WITH SPECIAL GUEST

’ RAV NOAM KOENIGSBERG

Friday programming, catered meals, interactive sessions, a
Havdalah concert, and so much more!

‘ { ; gth-12th Grade Boys & Girls e Kfar Etzion Field School

You don't want to miss this!
Applications open until November 1t at 22:30.

Apply today at israel.ncsy.org

i O
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NEXTGEN e
""""""" SHABBAT PROJECT “’\

Shiur & Glass Etching Workshop

MONDAY, NOV 3 - 8:00 PM e,

GLASS ETCHING CANDLE HOLDERS B

FROM NOVA TO SHABBAT
A TALK WITH NOA NAHMANI, NOVA SURVIVOR

CALLING ALL MGH SCHOOLERS

OPENIN
WTI 3 VEHTG

YACHAD TEENS IN ISRAEL

* SUSHI = PARTY = FRIENDS +

N JERUSALEM; EX

e H lz FRIDAY mﬂl
_ UUTUB[R

QUESTIONS AND INFO TEXT BAYLA AT: 058-780-9722

OU ISRAEL CENTER 57



b/\ Flying Soon? ’”‘l
Travel with Confidence (===J
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <YM

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

Be'er Tziporah ay- 3
}‘ Bottled Water Gewach '/7}

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so .
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May
Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama
shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.
With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
299 95 /N9 1IN

TOSPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT

Josh Churney 054-281-4604 or donate online:
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

TUE. OCT. 21 - RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR
Dedicated anonymously for the refuah shleima of
Oksana bat Bluma and Evelina bat Galina

TUE. OCT. 21 - RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR

Sponsored (Anonymously) Lilui Nishmat
Reb Avraham Yehuda ben Menachem zl for his yahrzeit

TUE. SHIUR - RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN
Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families in memory of
Mel & Sylvia David z"|
7”1 ,0i727 X201 VXN DNNAX 2 7Tan DbNan
7T, 7T DINEAY7 ANIX N2 DN DX

RABBIADLER’S WED. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year by the Frist family
in memory of their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z'l-'71 n'71 na Xm0 vawr7x

RABBI MANNING'S WED. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 1'7'v'7
797 IN'77 |2 17112V RrTna na N

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S WED. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 177
7"1 AN'7W R 210 DWI A’V DNNAX N2 0NN

RABBITAUB'S WEEKLY THUR.
PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR

Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

RABBI KAHN'S SHIUR
Dedicated for the Refuah Shleimah of our
granddaughter - Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona
RabbiMichael & Jeri Laxmeter

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15-4pm
) Wednesdays 12-3pm
no experience needed
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Lea and Sial
Making Aliyah
France

-
Daﬁi;l
Made Aliyah.
us

Joey
Made Aliyah
South Africa i‘

VYR AMYYA TIWN %ﬁ
Ministry of Allyah and Integration 2
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN

””"ll‘r-'__-\_
A Jormerid

INITIATIVE

Dimensions of
Divine Harmony

YESHAYAHU 54:1 - 55:5
732 DI2Y 10 ' >T7 PI20)

And all your children shall be disciples of
Hashem, And great shall be the peace of your
children. (Yeshayahu 54:13)

The blessing of peace is woven throughout
our tefillot — concluding the Shemoneh Esrei,
punctuating Birkat Kohanim, and echoing
in countless verses and prayers. We yearn
for a world of ultimate peace — a time and
space where harmony prevails, and all dwell
together beneath a shared canopy of under-
standing and unity.

Our Haftorah, with its tone of consolation,
supports this vision: 7)2 DiYY 17) — peace
will be rav, abundant and far-reaching among
your children. Yet in his Iyunei Haftorah,

All your jewelry needs in one place!
A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,

refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly

to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-0627

60 TORAH TIDBITS 1632 / NOACH

Rav Avraham Rivlin, longtime Mashgiach of
Yeshivat Kerem B’Yavneh, offers a subtle and
profound insight. He reads rav not as “much,”
but as “many.” Can peace, he asks, be many?

If peace can be many, it suggests multiplic-
ity — that peace exists not as a single, static
state but in many forms. Rav Rivlin explains
that peace is multi-dimensional, composed
of layers and levels of harmony: between
nations, within communities, among friends,
and inside the human heart. Each form of
peace demands balance — a careful dance
between differing needs, values, and goals.

True shalom emerges when we acknowl-
edge and honor the presence of the many
— when we forgo the narrowness of self and
make space for the other. The rav — the mul-
titude of perspectives and desires — becomes
absorbed into the wholeness of shalom.

Today, as we continue to pray for shalom,
this vision feels especially urgent. The call
for 9722 DIYW 27 is not only for vast peace
but for many “peaces” — the restoration of
calm to broken hearts, safety to our children,
unity within our people, and quiet strength
for those who defend our Land. Each layer of



Made Aliyah
Argentina
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SIMPLIFY THE MOVE — KEEP THE MEMORIES

Gentle, hands-on downsizing help for seniors and their families.
We make the move to retirement or assisted living easy,
emotionally and practically

From sorting to settling in, we handle it all, 4
with care and compassion. "5
Call Karen Furman today and make this transition g
peaceful, not stressful. A

© (+972) 058-716-3405
karenfurman.com

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

cat 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

Join OU Israel Women's Division for a

5 Megillot Yom Tyun
far wowien o

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 9:15AM-1:00PM Duviacon

9:15AM Words of Introduction 10:15AM Mikdash and Malchut 11:20AM Megilla Unmasked

Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski in the Megillot Mrs. Sarah Malka Reichman
Mrs. Leah Feinberg

9:25AM The Realities of 12:10PM Ruth: Women in the

Relationships thraugh the cycle 11:05AM Brunch Break Breach Mrs. Pearl Borow

of the Megillot

Mrs. Chana Deutsch

BEIT KNESSET HANASS| 24 USSISHKIN ST. | REGISTER ONLINE AT: WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG/EVENTS/SMEGILLOT
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-

Terem Online Urgent
Care Doctor

Private VIP Service , Fast, Convenient,
Professional - In English

@ speak directly with senior
board-certified urgent care physicians.

@ «Quick assistance for common
urgent conditions.

@ Prescriptions digitally sent
to pharmacy.

Because your health
can't wait.

@, 1-599-520-520 @ www.terem.com

TEREM
- I%P”o;;oj
L | THEWALL iseose
Y/ pocTorR ‘i

PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

Flawless finishes
that add elegance

to any space. Wall —_
& Ceiling repairs

Smoothing,

Straightening,

and perfecting —
every surface.
Spackling & Prep
Work- Because
the foundation
matters.

DAVID KUSHNER

058-661-0728

We can rescue any wall or ceiling.

==
—~CabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

Magnificent Arab-style house on three levels! Over 263
m? of registered space, and even more in reality. This
near-entire building boasts a private entrance, high
ceilings, a spacious wrap-around garden, and parking. In
excellent, move-in-ready condition, modern comfort in this
exiraordinary property. Contact for more information!

Excellent apartment in Rehavial 54 SQM, 2 beds, 1
bath, AC in every room, high ceilings, balcony. Well-kapt,
in a prime location! Contact for more info!

Amazing Deal! Rare family home, spacious 200 sqm, 55
sqm garden, 6 rooms (Large Saferoom), 3.5 bath. Private
enirance, Parking, opt. for guest unit, best location!

Best Value in City Center! 97 SQM, 3 rooms, 2
bathrooms, fully accessible, shabbat elevator, storage an
polential for additional bedroom! Asking 2 950,000 NIS

Penthouse In The Sky! Gorgeous 200 SQM penthouse,
6 bedrooms, 3.6 bathrooms, 30 SQM succah balcony,
gorgeous views, parking, private elevator, and move-in
ready! New Price Contact for info

Hagilgal, Ma'ale Adumim
Free Standing House! 355 sgm. 10 rooms, 5 bath. Poal,
Jacuzzi, Sauna. Beautifully renovated and designed with
a massive succah terrace and a slunning view! Contact
for more information!

Nechemia, Dekel, Efrat
New For Rent! Amazing duplex with a large Sukkah
balcony, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, huge living space, and
incredibla mountain views! Asking: 5,500 NIS Per Month

Beit HaBechira, Tamar, Efrat
NEW PRICE! Gorgeous, renovated duplex with private
entrance. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baihs, succah balcony, 2
parking spots and storage. Contact for pricing|

}@ Yaniv +972.52.614.1442]

“Yaniv@gabairealestate.com = ’
3208

Eliagabai@gmail.com

'l
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Parshat Noach begins, with the world
about to be imperiled, even face the brink
of destruction, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu
instructing Noach to build a teiva, which will
not only offer shelter and protection during
the onslaught of rain and flood that is about
to descend upon earth, but also ensure the
survival of humanity and many other species
of animals.

In the directives as to how Noach should
construct the teiva, Hashem tells Noach:

Tzohar Taaseh LaTeiva-you shall make a
light for the teiva....

What was this tzohar, the source of light,
that Noach placed within the teiva? Rashi
offers two potential interpretations: Accord-
ing to one opinion it was a window, while
according to others the tzohar was a precious
stone that shined brightly and lit up the teiva.

Each of these interpretations leaves us to
ask a fundamental question. How could one
window or one shiny jewel provide sufficient
light for a massive structure with multiple
stories and compartments?

The Baal Shem Tov HaKadosh zy’a, offers
a beautiful answer to this very question.
Noach’s mission was to take a world of mis-
ery- tzarah - and transform it to a world of
light. The word tzohar is made up of the same
letters as the word tzarah. Noach’s mission
is indeed to transform darkness and misery
to light.

The Baal Shem Tov continued to explain
that the word teiva can also simply mean-
word. The Baal Shem Tov explains that when
we recite words of tefila or divrei torah they
metaphysically serve as a source of light not
only for ourselves but for the entire world.

There is a fascinating teaching in the
Zohar HaChadash that offers an interesting
take on the entire narrative of Noach. Upon
emerging from the teiva and witnessing the
destruction in the world following the flood,
Noach began to weep, and then called out to
Hashem- questioning how it could be that
the world was decimated. Hashem, according
to this teaching, answers Noach, calling him
a foolish servant- I told you that you were

Netanel Shimoff
Injury & Health Claims
Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice
Work Accidents | Negligence &
Insurance | Bituach Leumi

\S

SHIMOFF AZOULAY

Law Firm

Avia Azoulay
Civil & Commercial
Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts
Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Wills & Estates

O 02-5660002 9 King George 16 A Jerusalem @ Office@aslegal.co.il @ aslegal.co.il

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
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righteous before me, and that the world was

destne fordestructon,and you ddnothing: | FOR | meemiemiintesons,
You had the capacity to daven and intercede,
and you did nothing to convince me that the PE YERICHO
world was worth protecting! A' . ory home win rapiop and s roon

Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, zy’a 800,000
points out something interesting in this teach-
ing. In not advocating at all, by not making gg& Cham§§°§€r§:§5r§g§n!g:&:’c°§|uto
any effort whatsoever to show concern for
others, Noach was not simply selling others o
short, but rather was selling himself short! A LE | Rore 3-room apartment n Rehavia ner shar
Noach simply did not understand or believe ' £-090
that he, as a righteous person, had the ability

. FOR 3 rooms | 80 sqm | Ground floor out of 3

to both advocate for or influence others! He SALE Renovated apartment full of ight, Spacious sukkan
simply didn’t understand that he, like each
of us, can indeed make a difference-that we AR sroo AT MORDECHAI, JERUSALEM
are all given the gift of koach hatefila, the A pecieuslgardeniapaiunentienouotedipakng
power of tefila, to transform ourselves, and thlpeil
tranSfom the World! FOR Private house |8 Units | 214 sqm | 3.5 levels

Perhaps each of these ideas presented by SALE Vi to S er Bari 30,000 s montih ventor vbeme.
the holy Baal Shem Tov and the Kedushat Levi,
can be a source of much chizuk for each of us. OR | ZAVIT.EFRAT

Yehi Ratzon, may the light that each of us A _spacious penthouse duplex, Large sukkah balcony,
can continue to bring to the world through 20
our words of tefila and through sharing divrei FOR | s bedrooms| Gardenwith sukkah | parking
Torah with one another be a source of chizuk SALE | Large ktchen & Iving room | Option to sxpand basement.
for each of us and for the entire world. May the
heartfelt tefilot we utter, and the words of Torah OR lico <o o
indeed shine bright, may they be a source of A 150 Sam garden wit o
illumination which outshines any suffering and —
darkness, and may these sacred words of tefila s
and divrei torah, contribute to the betterment s 1
of humanity and the entire world. m AN e

Handicapped senior needs basic Do S Sparterte panthokg w1

help with setting up her tablet

For a ~ 95 sgm apartment with parking and sukkah balcony.

Lives in Sanhdria Hamurchevet W o s

If you are able to help, OMES ¥ ffice@noamhomes.co
please call Bracha at 052 850 2176 e .
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JRE \WHERE YOUR DREAM HOME IN
: JERUSALEM BECOMES REALITY!

Nili St - Old Katamon

Stunning 140 SQM apartment featuring 4 bedrooms, 2.5
bathraoms, 2 small baleonies, and convenient private
parking and storage room. Fully renovated.

Asking price - 6,770,000 NIS

ATARA ABELMAN
g %5 972 50-658-8574
B atara@jerusalem-real-estate.co

@ jeruzalem-real-estate.co

THE APPLIANCE 3
DOCTOR

SHLOMO ROSHGADOL
058-558-2630

All brands, all models

L
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LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
« No longer want?
« No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?
1 can guarantee that if you qualify with the

underwriting process | can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

PREMIUM

MOVING & STORAGE

MAXIsBOX

Logistics & storage

Premiummoving.co.il @ 053-7272-815 (9

JUN NIJ2IN

PREMIUM MOVING
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Connection?

Celebrating: Connectedness, Cognition & Creativity

A Symposium for Women on Aging

Connection?® reimagines aging as a time of creativity, connection, and
cognitive vitality. Desighed for women 55+, it fosters meaningful dialogue,
inspires new perspectives on aging, and empowers participants to lead
more engaged and fulfilling lives with practical tools.

Wednesday, November 5, 2025 10:00 a.m. - 3.30 p.m.

Dairy lunch included (Badatz Rubin)

@ Nefesh B’Nefesh, Jerusalem - 120 NIS

Registration required by October 29
To register- https://bit.ly/connection32025

Program:

Torah Perspective on Aging: A special presentation
Lens & Legacy: Showing the beauty of aging through the lens of the camera, Yael Pinsky, Pinsky Photography
Roots & Wings: Aliyah in the Third Age, Miriam Naiman, Senior Advisor at Nefesh B’Nefesh

Strengthening Minds: How social ties reduce dementia risk, Rivka A. Levron, MD, PhD

PANEL- “The Fragile Frontier” From Independence to Interdependence-The Challenges of Aging

ConnectTech: Using Technology to Facilitate Social Connectedness, Roy Koren, CEO SeniorMarket

Me, Myself, and Memoir: The power of our stories, Sara Miriam Gross, writer, editor, and Narrative Therapist
Memory Matters: Why did | come to the fridge? 4 techniques to improve memory, Rena Yudkowsky, MSW
Designing for Connection: Fostering social connectedness through physical space, Tehilla Miller, interior designer

Changing of the Guards: Using law & mediation to prevent/resolve conflict, Sara Leah Cracau, Lawyer & Mediator

For more information:
Sara Leah Cracau: cracau@gmail.com Rena Yudkowsky: rena@renayudkowsky.com
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Making a
World of a
Difference

Two legendary figures: Noach and Avra-
ham. For generations, great minds have
compared and contrasted their lives. Some
have argued for Noach’s
remarkable righteousness,
as he rose above the mire
of depravity and sinfulness
that surrounded him. Others
have minimized his spiritual |
accomplishments, which pale
in comparison to Avraham’s.
Rashi draws our attention |
to the fact that Noach is said
to have walked “with God”
(Genesis 6:9), while Avraham ==
walked “before God” (Genesis 24:40 and
see 17:1). He explains that Noach needed
help to be righteous, while Avraham drew
strength from within to follow his path of
righteousness unassisted.!

Rav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook per-
ceived a more profound difference reflected
by the Torah’s choice of words.2 Penetratingly,
he said that walking “with God” is fulfilling

=,

1. Rashi on Genesis 6:9, s.v. N 990NN DMYRN DX,
2. The remarks below are based on Midbar
Shur, derush 13.

68 TORAH TIDBITS 1632 / NOACH

[l v Abraha.lm Isaac Kook zt’]
o v e P v

God’s spiritual demands of the generation—
no small feat—but no more. Noach did not
take the initiative and elevate those around
him; he boxed himself in, psychologically
and physically on the ark, satisfied at having
strenuously maintained the status quo. The
opening verse emphasizes that Noach was
“righteous in his generation” (Genesis 6:9),
suggesting that he was resigned to the fact
that little could be done to pull his contempo-
raries out of their quicksand of immorality.

e Avraham, on the other hand,
although absolutely loyal to
God’s word, struck out on his
own. He risked acting inde-
pendently and creatively to
better the world around him,
as when he appointed himself
the defense for an urban con-
federacy of sinners.

The Sages say that Avraham
observed the entire Torah even
before it was revealed at Sinai.
Rav Kook took this to mean that Avraham
was determined to speed up the process of
divine revelation, to hasten the existential
perfection and rectification of the world
that in the divine plan was meant to occur
only later. He laid the groundwork for this by
sharing divine wisdom with and raising up
the spirit of his generation. Walking “before
God” is to act independently while bearing
God’s teachings and goals in mind, and, in a

3. Mishnah, Kidushin, 4:14.



DO YOU THANK GOD YOU'RE IN ISRAEL
BUT THE JOB-SEARCH IS KILLING YOU?

LET’S GRAB A COFFEE and see if you now need
newer skills to compete with the natives,
outsmart the hiring culture and grab the jobs
they never post. For years, I've trained

Americans and Israelis to stop hiding behind =

screens and interview top hiring managers We
09 YN 029, learn what they want and sell yourself like a need
pro, get paid what you’re worth and celebrate your lucky to

break as yet another of God'’s gifts to you. !9y 0 0¥ 7712
Call my Jerusalem office or WhatsApp 052.306.1783. nnvv

way, it is even to precede God.

Avraham’s expansive idealism enabled
him to recognize the raw spiritual potential
latent in himself and in his generation. He
firmly believed that every individual could
strengthen and stretch their spiritual muscles
to meet Olympic benchmarks. Not only was
he convinced that humanity could better
itself, but he believed that humanity could
be catapulted to awesome heights. Avraham
entertained visions of grandeur about the
world.

Not long ago, Rav Kook, himself an Avra-
ham, followed in our forefather’s footsteps
and walked “before God.” He discerned the
amazing vitality and profound potential of
the soul of the Jewish nation. After our tor-
tuous and torturous exile, his lofty teachings,
which radiate love for others, have been a

“When it comes to the job market, Shlomo is the 77n.”—Rabbi Aryeh Ronay

boon to the rejuvenation of our national
spirit. Two great Avrahames, the first Jew in
history and the first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi
of pre-state Israel, had the firm conviction
that every individual has the power to effect
revolutionary change.

We are all called to walk Avraham’s path.
Judaism is a faith for those who seek to
change the world. To be a Jew is to seek to
make a difference, to change lives for the bet-
ter, to heal the scars of our fractured world.
We are not meant to ride the tide, alone, but
to be a tide that raises all boats. m

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.
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Israel Real Estate
Is Open For Busmessm_

We Have New Projects
& Resales

3 Bedrooms From:

Jerusalem - 3.8M NIS

Netanya 3.3M NIS

Ra’'anana 3.59M NIS

Tel Aviv - 54M NIS

Hadera - 3.3M NIS

Nth. Haifa - 1.7OM NIS

Kinneret - 2.OM NIS

Rehovot - 3.I5M NIS

Neve Shamir - 2.9M NIS Many_Projects Offer: *
Ashkelon - 3.25M NIS  Flexible Down Payment
Efrat - New Zayit Project BNSIS;):S:;TE;::deX

Zichron Yaakov - Land « Flexible Payment Options

125 sq meters - (I/8 dunam) - 70,000 *Varies By Project & Builder
250 sq meters - (1/4 dunam) - 130,000 o KETER will h
500 sq meters - (1/2 dunam) - 240,000W Wil cover your home

1,000 sq meters -(I dunam) - 450,000W inspection (up to 4,000)*
** Terms and conditions apply

|zzy Leizerowitz

+972 52 682-9367

) i y USA (786) 385-8859

KETER ADVISOR: BROKER - OWNER  info@keteradvisors.com
FEE: 2% + VAT
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The Professional Choice
for your Building’s  Peace of Mind

. for Jerusalem'’s
Va'ad HaBayit Finest Homes

Financial Transparency Every detail of your Dedicated personal
- every shekel = building managed service for residents
accounted for! flawlessly and owners

Get in touch today for a quote and professional building assessment.

Discover how we can help improve and maintain your investment.

VPN CALLUS 9 077-2307976

MLG. PRIME @ migprime.coil @ office@migprime.co.i

Building Management no21 7



RAV DANIEL MANN

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
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I am careful to finish Mincha by
shki’ah (sunset), but one day I remembered a
few minutes after it, that I had not davened.
I decided to daven then with the following
condition - if it was still time for Mincha, it
should count, and if it was too late, it should
be a tefillat nedava (voluntary prayer). Was
that correct? Also, what was I supposed to do
when I went to daven Ma’ariv, considering
that I am unsure if I fulfilled Mincha?
Indeed, one should daven Min-
cha by shki’ah. Although the Rama (Orach
Chayim 233:1) says that those who daven
Mincha after plag hamincha (now widely

Rabbi Immanuel Bernstein
Zoom Parsha Shiur

Monday Evenings at 8pm
For Link Visit: journeysintorah.com

Discover a New Dimension
in the Weekly Parsha!

ALL WELCOME
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practiced) have until [close to?] tzeit hako-
chavim, the Mishna Berura (233:14) argues
that one must daven by shki’ah. However,
at least for several minutes after sunset, it
is possible that b’di’eved one may still daven
Mincha (ibid.).

You seem aware of the above and do not
want to rely on the opinions (many do for at
least several minutes) that when one must
daven Mincha after shki’ah, he may assume
it works. Your idea of dealing with the doubt
contains positive points. Let us analyze it and
determine how you should have proceeded.

Classical sources discuss tefillat nedava
in two cases — #1. One who is unsure if he
already davened may do Shemoneh Esrei
(=SE) as a nedava; #2. One who wants to
daven a second time and adds new elements
to SE (Shulchan Aruch, OC 107:1, based on
Berachot 21a). Your idea relates to #1, with
the doubt being not whether the tefilla is
necessary but whether it works as desired
(for Mincha). There is no clear precedent
for a tefillat nedava at a time that is not
viable for tefilla, but your assumption (the
Be’ur Halacha to 233:1 concurs), is that if it
is too late for Mincha, it must be possible to
daven Ma’ariv. Your nedava faces another
challenge. If your tefilla did not work for
Mincha, it is nedava of Ma’ariv ... before
you do the obligated Ma’ariv. This might
be possible (see Ohalei Shimon, Tefilla 20),
but it is difficult to determine if all agree
with this possibility.

We now follow your system to Ma’ariv.



Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad.
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

ORTHODOX
UNION 73

Enhancing fewish Life

L

If your tefilla did not count for Mincha, you
needed SE at Ma’ariv twice, the second as
tashlumin (makeup) of Mincha (Shulchan
Aruch, OC 108:2), for a total of three SEs that
evening. On the other hand, you could not be
sure the third one is necessary, because if the
first counted for Mincha, no tashlumin was
necessary. Therefore, the third tefilla would
also need to be to be done as a tefillat nedava
(a variation of scenario #1 above).

However, poskim (see Ishei Yisrael 27:6) do
not embrace your system of dealing with the
safek, but that of the Be’ur Halacha (ibid.). He
says that post-ski’ah SE should be on condi-
tion that if it does not work for obligatory
Mincha, it should be for obligatory Ma’ariv.
If the first was for Ma’ariv, then you missed
Mincha and the later SE (which will be pre-
ceded by Kri’at Shema and its berachot) will
be tashlumin of Mincha.

The Be’ur Halacha’s system has weak
points if your first tefilla did not fulfill Min-
cha. SE of tashlumin should be directly after
the SE of the present tefilla (Mishna Berura
108:15). In this case, if the SE after shki’ah
ended up being for Ma’ariv, then the tashlu-
min, done with the Ma’ariv of everyone else,
is likely to be several minutes and perhaps
much more after the first SE. However, when
need be, there can be a break, as long as it is
within the timeframe of Ma’ariv (ibid.). Also,
Kri’at Shema and its berachot will turn out
to be (perhaps, significantly) after the main
SE of Ma’ariv (the first tefilla). Once again,
while not ideal (Shulchan Aruch, OC 236:2),

1702

Highest Prices m Paid
Flawless Member
Service
25years+ Club

Diamond

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

##* Alan Sussman, “The Collector” *#*

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

it is permitted when there is need (ibid. 3).

The Be’ur Halacha avoids two weaknesses
in your system that exist even if; as is likely,
your first tefilla worked for Mincha. 1) You
need three SEs instead of two; 2) We try to
avoid tefillat nedava, which should ideally be
done only if one concentrates throughout SE
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 107:4).

While we can further debate the merits of
each system, we expect that next time you
will follow the Be’ur Halacha.

Having a dispute?

9 For a Din Torah in English
f ™\ or Hebrew contact:
- -
=y Eretz Hemdah—Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 « Fax: (02) 537-9626
‘Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

Property Management

Trusted by Owners Since 2008
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Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

Repairing the Shadchan Connection:
From Judgment to Curiosity,

Walking Beside, Not Pushing

ead

A UM PRYP)
9”1 102N IPHNR 0P )2 PNY PRI

Hallel askes: I have a difficulty with one
of the candidates I represent, I feel he isn’t
giving me honest answers. He tends to avoid
my questions, and I admit that I also judge
him because I see him as overly critical
and not very self-aware. At the same time,
I truly care about him and sincerely want
to help him find his wife. How can I repair
the relationship between us so I can better
support him?

Aleeza answers: Thank you for such an
honest and vulnerable question. You’re
describing something many shadchanim and
coaches quietly struggle with: when you care
deeply for a client, but the dynamic becomes
complicated. The fact that you want to repair
the relationship shows that your intention is
pure, although your method is ineffective.

When someone avoids questions, it often
comes from fear or not knowing what to
answer, and not from bad characteristics.
He may be afraid of making mistakes, of
being misunderstood, or of facing truths he
doesn’t yet know how to process. This doesn’t
excuse his behavior, but it helps us reframe:
instead of “he’s being difficult,” we can think,
“perhaps he’s protecting himself.”
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Each of us is on a journey of growth,
and some people develop self-awareness
more slowly. Your role is not to change him
through criticism, but to walk beside him
with compassion.

So what can you do? Start by resetting
the tone of your conversations. Instead of
pushing for answers, you might say, “I care
about you, and I want to understand what
feels important to you. I know it’s not always
easy to put into words.” That kind of gentle
invitation can lower defenses.

You can also look inward and notice
your own judgments. It’s natural to feel
frustrated, but the more you approach him
with curiosity instead of criticism, the more
safe he’ll feel. Sometimes even naming the
tension helps: “I sense it’s hard for you to
share openly with me. How can I make this
easier for you?” But before you invite him to
open up you'll have to earn back his trust and
show him you won’t criticize him if he shares
honestly with you. Make a plan of how you’ll
be able to accomplish this goal.

And remember, you are a shaliach, a mes-
senger. The outcome is in Hashem’s hands.
Your responsibility is to show up with integ-
rity, patience, and never ending kindness.
Even when progress feels slow.



May Hashem bless you with understanding,
humility, and renewed connection. And may
this man, with your guidance and Hashem’s
help, soon find the partner his soul is seeking.

Aleezam

Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[Ei7E en.shagririm.org.il
i 0585323242

‘lc-T .

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

Mortgages

0525711871 054-333-003% 058-532-5012
antrickoffd

martgagaiwrasleom

acaegeli dlbuat
margagairaal sem

marcgagaisraslecm

Contact our brokers! No-obligation, free

Refinancing

& '@ @)

nsultations!
www.mortgageisraeleom info@mortgageisraal.com

FOR SALE

Katamon, Ben Gamla St.

Totally renovated corner garden
apt, 4 rooms, 2 full baths, mamad,
bright, light, airy, underfloor

heating, a/c in all rooms.
Price to sell 5,600,000 nis

Givat Moredechai, Shachal St.
Shabbat elevator, parking,

4 room apt facing the valley.
Price to sell 2,690,000 nis

Old Katamon

5 room family home, renovated,
beautiful garden, a/c in all the
rooms. Price 17,500 nis

SHIFFY SHNELLER REAL ESTATE
7Y ' Y U
052-2639702 | www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il

Home Equity

0b3- 2800

052405 0004
ywagrend gershong (T

T4 BFS BOAS

martgagaisrasl com rarrgageisrasl som martgagaisrasl.com
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THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION
OLD KATAMON

3 last apartments

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT US: l Es

REUVEN: 050-5231478 O'111a.R
Hachim9@outlook.com s
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HANEVIIMBOUTIQUE — ~—— RabbiZevLeff

., " Rabbi Shmuel Zucker
Dovid Lowy

- HUl Ly APAR I MENID I——

Boutique glatt LeMehadrin Hotel in the Heart of Yerushalayim

FOR MORE INFO, RATES OR T0 BOOS:

: 7
INFO@PESACHISRAEL.COM "-&eﬁ% §%4 EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT!
= [02]3763780 L2 for first 20 ro0ms

== (/18] 9572943 GlattLeMehadrin Kashrus,
== (033)0818 1185 Non-Gebrochts, Noh-Kitniyos, Shmurah Matza

www.pesachisrael.com
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Faith in
Darkness

Alittle over a week has gone by since the
return of the last living hostages from Gaza.
How many of the following stories have you
heard about them? And how many others did
I miss, stories that didn’t make it onto this list?

Eitan Horn of Kibbutz Nir Oz, who returned
from captivity, shared that it was specifically
in Gaza that he fasted on Yom Kippur. He is
37 years old, and there — for the first time in
his life — he observed the holy day properly.

Segev Kalfon recounted that when he saw
all the Hamas men on stage in Gaza, all he
wanted was to climb onto the stage and shout:
“Shema Yisrael, Hashem Elokeinu, Hashem
Echad.” Now he is home, able to say Shema
Yisrael freely, with everyone around him.

Bar Kuperstein said that the song that
strengthened him most, and that he sang to

American Podiatrist

Licensed in America and lsrael

* Ingrawn Toenails 4nd Warts
* Asthritis

* Foot and Ankle Injuries
= Curitom Molded Orihatics
* Disbetic/General Foot Cane
* Laser Theragy

* Lymphedema

Erica gassoon, DPM ;
(L) 054-325-3109 I

Bsazsoon_pod €0 Erica Sassoan
Offices In lerusalem, Ma'ale Adumim and Mod?in
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himself over and over again, were: “Ve’afilu
behastara shebetoch hahastara, bevadai gam
sham nimtza Hashem Yitbarach,” Even in
the darkest places, when you don’t feel God,
when it seems He is hiding, He is still there,
present with you. Rebbe Nachman of Breslov
wrote those words 200 years ago. They took
on new meaning in the Hamas tunnels.

Rom Braslavsky shared that the terrorists
offered to convert him to Islam, promising
him more food and better conditions if he
agreed. But he kept telling them, over and
over: “I am a strong Jew!” Now, facing the
cameras, he said: “I want people to under-
stand that they are Jews, that they should
do more mitzvot. Hamas did this to me only
because I am a Jew. A Jew must know that
he comes from greatness, that he’s not like
everyone else.”

Eliya Cohen, who returned from captivity
several months ago, told how much he missed
his tefillin. While held hostage by Hamas, he
invented something both creative and mov-
ing: “Every morning I would go to one side of
the room and imagine putting on my tefillin.
I'would go through the whole process, step by
step, in my imagination. Sometimes, I could
actually feel the tefillin on me.”

Omer Shem Tov said this week how much
he misses the connection he felt with God
while he was in captivity, the closeness, the
sense that he was speaking and that God was
with him, listening. He described trying to
rediscover that elevated feeling.

All of these remarkable stories are, of



course, about them — but in truth, they are
about us as well. They reveal the depth of
the Jewish soul, the power of faith, and the
holiness of Jewish identity.

The entire Jewish world has just begun
reading the Torah again from Bereishit—
back to the very beginning. We are all part
of this story, and each of us can reflect, reach
their own conclusions, and choose a small
step forward.

Because it’s not only them. It’s us. They
remind us who we really are. m

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of five.
Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served as the
World Mizrachi Shlicha to North America. Sivan
lectures in Israel and overseas about the media,
Judaism, Zionism and new media. She was voted by
Globes newspaper as most popular female media
personality in Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as
one of the 50 most influential Jews in the world.

DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAINT
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally

ir“\

Lh L-’

FOR INFO: KNEE@SZMC.ORG.IL
WWW.DOCTORZINGER.COM/ARTHRITIS

anlng, Packlng,Sturage

EHEE 0547369550
-Free Boxes With Your Mowe
E -20% off for Seniors and Soldiers

-First-Time Customer? 150 Off Your Move

E! Old Katamon-
State of the Art 150 sgqm unige
garden apt. 3.5 beds, 50 sgm
garden + 20 sgqm balcony.
Asking Price: 14,000,000 NIS.

I _Arnona - Shofet Chaim
Choen St A two beds, 90 sqm
spacious apt. Two large
S.balconies of 35 sqm.
Asking Price: 3,200,000 NIS .

ENT ! TALBIYE, MAPU St.
120 sgqm, 3 beds, 15 sgm balcony.
Praivet parking + storge
Asking Price: 8,800 NIS.

054-8(

Ruth Abrahami -

In Yavneel
Spacious grounds 10 min Luxury
with lots from 8- bedroom villa
of activities Kinneret | (Forup to 25 people)

WWW.HAMELECH.CO.IL
054-7534888
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B NIS 5,200,000 S 1rRNKEY PROPERTY

BEAUTIFUL TWO-STORY GARDEN DUPLEX

FOR SALE BY OWNER IN GIVOT EDEN

"MIWI 11 [1012Y W.ewensohn Raz & Co.

[NV T 137y TIWn Law Offices & Notary

Estates, Probate, Real Estate Tama 38 and Renovation

and Inheritances* Transactions Construction Projects Moshe Raz,
Ady. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

This book documents in words and pictures
the story so dramatically told in The Exodus.

“| am pledsed to know that a book covering
(these) remarkable experiences will
preserve for all time one of the most

glorious chapters in Jewish history... is a
story that has few parallels and will be an
inspiration to our people forever.”
-Leon Uris, Author of The Exodus

fI'HE JEWS'’ SECRET FLEE'F'

By Murray S. Greenfield

ISBN 9789852295170
Special Price: 100 NIS -)

www.israelbooks.com

& Hatzvi St. Jerusalem , Israel | Tel 02 -538.0247 | info@gefenpublishing.com

Lok for us on § x @I Availabole at Amazon, Steimatzky, Pomeronz, Tzomet Sfarim and select bookstones.
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Raise Your Spirits Theatre Presents

dHER®INES!

Songs & Soliloquies for the Soul

BY WOMEN FOR WOMEN

Modiin 30 Tishreil Oct. 22

Neve Daniel 7 Marcheshvan | Oct. 29

Beit Shemesh 14 Marcheshvan | Nov. 5

Matan Raanana 21 Marcheshvan | Nov. 12

Jerusalem 26 Marcheshvan | Nov. 17

For details and tickets: www.RaiseYourSpirits.org J <l Preview from
I "Miriam!"

|u With the encouragement & support
b Il narames  of the Matanel Foundation www.matanel.org

A BOUTIQUE THEATER PROJECT

Heroism, faith, resilience...and even some laughter

Gold Arrow
Tax is Hiring!

Join our expert team specializing in
US taxes for Americans in Israel.

Positioﬁ Tax Preparer

No experience necessary

Exam support (EA/CPA prep stipend)

On site training in our Jerusalem office
\ Seasonal bonus

‘Fﬂﬂgg ? Opportunity for growth

Apply now and begin your career!

LA D Email your CV to aliza@goldarrowtax.com
in a great location
in Hashmonaim.

Don’t miss out! Elad- Real Estate: N @ - .

050-2044118
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Brand new from the ground up, every stone was
placed just for you, inspired by the Western Wall.
Start your own legacy in Mekor Chaim.

Ultra Boutique 1-4 Bedrooms,
Garden Units, And Opulent Penthouses

CONSTUCTION

Award Winning Premium Floor-to-Ceiling Highest Private UNDERWAY
Architect Kitchens Glass Specs ot p FOUNDATIONS DUG

Hila@platinumr.co.il
ei&ﬁtlﬁgm www.pllatinumr.co.il - | 19
@@Platinum_Realtors

SHAR | — &y Abie Dayar—

YOMA=ET
Architects




H SPACE TO DREAM.
ROOM TO LIVE.

HALAMED HEI 25

Spacious Premium Residences Built for the
Modern Old Katamon Lover.

Oversized 3-4 Bedrooms, Garden Units & Penthouses.

Old Katamon. New Collection.
The Katamon Collection.

I L ‘ A Contact us today to schedule a meeting.

e —— PLATINUM
RATAVON i~ ceavoore 072-397-0227
COLLECTION KARTA 7@ e W www.platinumr.co.il | sales@platinumr.co.il



GUEST DVAR TORAH

From Chaos to Closeness:
How to Embrace Challenges
as Hashem’s Love

The Torah describes the flood of Noach
as a natural event: “All the springs of the
great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of
the heavens were opened” (Bereishis 7:11).
No explicit mention of Hashem’s action is
made. However, the destruction of Sodom
is directly attributed to Him: “Hashem
rained down sulfur and fire upon Sodom
and Amora” (Bereishis 19:24). Why the
difference?

THE WITHDRAWAL OF DIVINE PRESENCE

The Nesivos Shalom explains that the
greatest punishment is Hashem withdrawing
His presence. Normally, Hashem sustains
the world through nature. When a society
becomes utterly corrupt, Hashem ceases to

AVIGAIL CORN
ARCHITECTURE & INTERIOR DESIGN

R,054-944-6778
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guide it, allowing chaos to take over. The
generation of the flood was so degenerate
that Hashem withdrew, and the world col-
lapsed into destruction.

Sodom, while sinful, did not reach that
level. Hashem remained involved, actively
destroying them rather than passively let-
ting nature take its course. This distinction
shows that Hashem’s presence, even in
punishment, is a sign of connection.

CHALLENGES AS DIVINE GUIDANCE

The serpent’s punishment in Gan Eden
reflects this idea. It was cursed to “eat dust”
(Bereishis 3:14). At first glance, this seems a
prize rather than a punishment, However,
based on the concept mentioned above,
this is the biggest punishment, symbolizing
detachment from Hashem’s care rather than
deprivation. Similarly, the Gemara (Berachos
5a) teaches that challenges are signs of
Hashem’s engagement in our lives, like a
parent guiding a child. Rather than being
abandoned, difficulties indicate Hashem’s
presence, shaping our spiritual growth.

PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY

Hardships are not punishments but

reminders of Hashem’s presence. They



challenge us to grow and forge a closer
relationship with Him. Instead of feeling
abandoned, recognize adversity as a sign
of Divine guidance, an opportunity to
strengthen your connection with Hashem.
NOT JUST A STORY: THE STUCK NIGGUN

Shmuel Rosenberg sat at his dining room
table, his head in his hands. His voice was
hoarse, barely above a whisper. He had
tried tea, honey, and every segulah people
suggested, but with Yom Kippur only two
days away, it was clear—he would not be
able to lead Kol Nidrei.

He had been the chazzan for ten years.
Every year, he stood before the kehillah, his
voice soaring, carrying their tefillos straight
to Shamayim. And now? He could barely
croak out a berachah.

His wife, Miriam, set a cup of tea in front
of him. “Shmuel, maybe Hashem wants you
to daven differently this year.”

“How?” he asked bitterly. “A chazzan
needs a voice.”

Their five-year-old daughter, Esty, climbed
onto his lap. “Tatty, can you sing me a song?”

Shmuel smiled weakly. “Tatty’s voice is
broken, mein kind.”

“But you don’t need to be loud,” she said,
swaying side to side. “You just have to sing.”
And then, softly, she started humming.

Shmuel’s breath caught. It was an old
niggun, one he hadn’t heard in years—his
zeidy’s niggun. His grandfather had sung it
on Yom Kippur when Shmuel was a child,
his voice trembling with emotion.

Closing his eyes, Shmuel hummed along,
his voice barely there but full of feeling.

The next night, as he stepped up to the
amud, the silence in the shul was heavy. He
took a deep breath. Instead of pushing for
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\‘\‘3\?9\‘ TRANSFORM YOUR
Q\“" SHABBOS TABLE IN 2-3 MINUTES
The pocket-sized hardcover
that busy families love
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ORDER NOW!

SPECIAL LAUNCH PRICE
n30 each | n100 for 4 books ol
Call to Order: 054-849-3480 || =i+

N I::, 0 DISTRIBUTED BY
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NEW YORK

prismoftorah.org

strength, he let the niggun carry him. His
voice was soft, cracked—but the kehillah
leaned in, hanging on to every note.

As the tune swelled, something happened.
The tzibbur picked it up. First one voice, then
another, until the entire shul was singing
together, louder and stronger than any solo
voice could ever be.

And at that moment, Shmuel understood;
Hashem didn’t need his power. He needed
his heart. m

Rabbi Asaf Aharon Prisman, author of “Prism of
Torah” and host of the weekly podcast under the
same name, cultivated his unique Torah perspective
through studies at Toronto’s Yeshivat Or Chaim and
several prestigious Israeli yeshivas. Now based in
Ramat Beit Shemesh, he combines his roles as an
author, podcaster, and a Ram at Yeshivat Ateres
Yaakov where he gives the daily daf yomi shiur &
gives personalized Gemara tutoring, where he makes
profound Torah concepts accessible to all.
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3 single mothers, victims of horrors unimaginable. 3 women who grew
up in dysfunctional families in Jerusalem’s poor neighborhoods.

3 women with post-trauma syndrome fighting to stay normal
while bringing up special needs children.

3 FAMILIES IN URGENT NEED OF ASSISTANCE!

Rivka and her children were stoned by terrorists
on their way to the children’s school.

Israela and her 3 children narrowly escaped
the massacre in Netivot on October 7, 2023,

These women and children are suffering from PTSD. They urgently need
specialized therapy and financial assistance in their ongoing struggle to
survive, including food, shelter, medication, school books and supplies.
The children critically need ‘big brothers’ to restore social functioning,
and vocational training to develop skills for employment.

By contributing to these families, you are not just
providing financial aid, you are offering the families
o® a chance to heal, find stability, and give their children

-l

V ! a future free from the shadow of the past. |
o) | THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
\ TITU U)' AND DEDICATION TO SUPPORTING

L0 TN

ISRAEL’S VICTIMS
TO DONATE: www.yeshezra.org



WA PRy 1 REGIONAL CEMETERY
P3N - [PXY YN GUSH ETZION - EFRAT

DO YOU HAVE CHILDREN LIVING IN

Gush Etzion or Efrat?

affordable cost?
The Chevra Kadisha of Gush Etzion
Municipality are offering a limited
amount of burial plots for purchase by
non - Israeli residents in the historical
Regional Cemetery of Gush - Etzion.
We are 25 minutes away from
Jerusalem.

Please scan below to fill in the
registration form.




INSPIRED CRA,

INSPIRED CRAFTSMANSHIP
FOR SYNAGOGUE

This is your opportunity to make a lasting impact.

We're seeking a dynamic and results-oriented International
Sales & Marketing Manager to join our growing team.

In this meaningful role, you’ll play a key part in helping synagogues
(shuls) around the world create beautiful and
functional spaces for their communities.

4.@ /m rm? T
Leverage your expertise in sales and marketing to a higher purpose?

Become a trusted advisor to synagogues worldwide?
Join a growing and successful company with a strong commitment to its values?

Please contact only by email: furniture®@lavi.co.il

O>>
INOO0OOVNAS 3



HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

FOLDING CHAIRS

* STYLE & COMFORT

* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS gk

« STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS ™"

 FAST DELIVERY
Hf"

J

€ OLDEES

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181

OU Israel | Women's Division
oot Pllommerws (hoir
Weekly Choir Sessions
Under the direction of Hadassah Jacob

Bringing the Words
of Torah to Life!

0U Israel Women's
Hub, 2 Radak St.

To join, call Hadassah at 052-384-7230
OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Property Management and Maintenance
Building Committee Management
Rental Management

053-3849508 | office@reaya.co.il

Join us for a Celebration of the 40
Years of Rabbi Reuven Grodner
and 15 Years of Rabbi Yonatan
Udren’s dynamic leadership of the
RRG Beit Midrash

Oct. 28, 2025 @ 7pm, Nefesh bNefesh
Sderot Yitzehak Rabin 10, Jerusalem

Refreshments will be served, and
the program is [ree and open to all!

For registration info, scan  E1¥5¢:¥

the QR code, or contact us: e

info@rrgheitmidrash.org
054-4.66-8674
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LAY ERUSHALAY UMY

by

Far mare works and books by
the cartoonist. wisit

Netanel Epstein www.netbateps.com

AHOY THERE, AND SHABBAT SHALOM, LISTENERS! THIS WEEK
'WE READ ABOUT HOACH AND SONS - ARK-BUILDERS LTD.

HEAVE, LADS, THAT'SIT!
JUST A CU'BIT TO THE LEFT, EHT

-
 WE'LL JUST GET THAT BIT OF
THE ROOF UP, AND THEW WE'LL HAVE
A NICE TEA BREAK! MUM'S MADE
US SOME LOVELY MUFFINS!

RIGHTEOUS, HE WAS ALSD MIND - BOGELNGLY

NOACH, WHO WAS NOT DNLY ASTOUNDINGLY

... WORKED TIRELESSLY, DESPITE SCORNFUL
REMARKS FROM PASSERS-BY...

£ “HANE YOU EVER SEEW
ooy wenr) | oSSy Geae
T

HAVING... O A BLUER SKY...7

I

—,
A “RAVNDROPS DOW'T KEEP
FALLING OH MY WEAD..."

I LOVE HARD WORK,
1 COULD \WATCH IT ALL DAY...

NICE!
GROUCHD MARXT

1 SAY, NOACH, [ NOW, LOOK HERE

JOIN THE WAITING LIST, PAL, , LOOK HERE,

MY T | T TuB CoMES wirh owty Jf [ YOU CAN'T PUT US
LIKE A ROD ONE WINDOW, Y'KNOW.. N THE SAME

WITH A VIEW,

iF POSSIBLE... | AN GIVE YOU AN AISLE LIONSTEINS!
SEAT, FOR THE SAME PRICE... THEY CHOMP
1N THEIR SLEEP...
=l

DO WE GET A MINI-BAR IH
OUR RDOM? DR AT LEAST

CORRIDOR AS THE

AND WE
WOULDNT BE
CAUGHT DEAD IN
THEIR SHUL,

FREE WI-FI7
BUT IT WASN'T JUST THE PAMPERED HO, BUT YOU MGHT 1N THEIR
REQUESTS THAT TRIED KOACH'S (AT-FODD BOWLS, IF YOU'RE
PATIENCE... HOT CAREFUL! 4

PLAN

MAY | MAKE
A CONSTRUCTIVE
SUGGESTION?

YOU N
3

HOW ABOUT
A SUGBESTION
ABOUT THE
CONSTRUCTION?

SAFETY
ADD AW
SIDE, |

“—
...00T HIS GOAT... ‘

BUT. LOOK, YOUR

5 ARE ALL WRONG. SEE
THIS TANGENT?

EED TO TAKE THIS WALL
CUBITS TO THE LEFT!

k-

AND DO 1 SEE A REGUALTION

RAIL OR LIFEBOAT? I'D

IDER ANGLE ON THE PORT

F YOU DON'T WANT T0
CAPSIZE... 5

AND WHERE DID SIR WOH, MY KIND LIVE ON THE COAST!
BECOME SUCH AN FISHING BOATS, CRUISERS,
EXPERT, YACHTS, HUCLEAR SUBMARINES:
MAAY | ASK? YOU NAME 1T, WE'VE SOUAWKED
ARDUND IT I SEARCH OF FISH! ]
PLUS, | HAVE AN HONOURARY
MPLOMA 1N SHIP-CONSTRUCTION
FROM OUR LOCAL UNIVERSITY!




¥ 1T WAS THE FUNNIEST THING...
HE STARTS OFF BY SAYING "THE WORLD 15
CORRUPT BEFORE ME, | SHALL WIPE
- VT UL QTS
HOT A WORD ABOUT WOW EXACTLY-

-.HE (HANGES THE SUBJECT COMPLETELY:
"YW - BULD AN ARY. OF GOPRER-WOOD,"
HE SAYS TO ME...
“HERE ARE THE MERSUREMENTS,
RATHD THE AMELE OF THE ROOE 15 EXACTLY
LIRE THIS... MAKE LOTS OF PODS
W THE MIDOLE FLDOR..."

WELL, MY HIGHLY EDUCATED FRIEND,
I DON'T CARE IF YOU STUDIED AT
MLGOMAGALL!
| RECEIVE MY INSTRUCTIONS FROM
THE ALMIGHTY, NOT FROM
ANYONE ELSE!

G-D TOLD YOU T0
BUILD 50 CUBITS
WIDTH?! THAT

COULD HAVE MEAN
A PLAGUE...?
A HURRICAHE...? AN
IHVASION OF LITTLE GREEN
Al BEAURDCRATS?

AND THEM SUDDEMLY...

" ONLY ONCE | ACCEPTED THE
" COMMANDMENT ENTIRELY, WITHOUT
UNDERSTANDING THE RELEVENCE AT ALL -
OKLY THEN DID G- D REVEAL THAT
THERE'S GOING TO BE A FLOOD,
AND THE ARK WILL FLOAT ABOVE lT.y

HE DID, OVER A HUNDRED YEARS AGD! )
| REMEMBER IT WELL...

FORITISWOT THE CLEVER \ | | 7AND THAT, FELLOW DAVENERS AHD CONGREGANTS,
COMSTRUCTION OF THE ARK |5 A MESSAGE TO US ALLY
THAT'LL MAKE US SURVIVE
THE UPCOMING
ARMEGEDDON - _

“LIKE A BRIWWDGE '3‘4?.\\
r TRGH\EU\E‘E:LEB WRAAT E?.

IT°5 THE FACT WE'RE

FOLLONG G-D°S WORD! MANY 50-CALLED EXPERTS TRIED TO

DETER US FROM DECLARING OUR
INDEPENDENCE IN 1948...

SHEOYACH,
SHKOYACH!

AND YET \WE STAND HERE AFTER CENTURIES OF “TURBULENT WATERS™
T0 TELL THE TALE, BECAUSE THROUGH THICK AND THIN,

. WE STUCK TO 6-D°S WORD! 50 HE MADE US AS ETERNAL

| AND INVINCIBLE AS HE 15! :
1TS ALMOST AS IF THE ALMIGHTY IS SINGING TO US...

0K, DK, QUITE
ENDUGH OF THAT,
THANE YOU!

WICE TRY, BENTZI, BUT |
T'lﬁ..ﬂf?fﬂls’"m‘nﬁm“ DHH, HOT ENTIRELY... ﬁu; BELIEVE ANYTHING
THOUGH, s 172 Ak THE GMARA SANHEORIN 1055 T0 DO WITH TALKING

- DESCRIBES & WHOLE BIRDS A5 LONG AS YOU'RE
CONVERSATION IH THE ARK
BETWEEN HOACH AND A

STANDARD
BENTZI YERUSHALMI |58
"POETIC LICENSE” PHOENIX...

ARDUND...
> YOU (AN THROW YOUR
VOICE TO MAKE ANYTHING
LDOK AS THOUGH 1T°5
ANSWERNG BACK...

GET OUT OF TOWN...
APHOERITY

N, HE'S RIGHT! IT"S RIGHT

lASSURE YOU, GENTLEMEN... CHECK YOUR
HERE, A PHOENIX...!

GMARAS...




TORAH 4 TEENS

ELIAV & TAMARA SABAN
JERUSALEM CHAPTER
DIRECTORS

CREATING A SPACE FOR LIGHT
This week we read Parashat Noach, where
the Torah tells the story of a righteous man
named Noach (0). He was commanded to
build a n2n (ark) to save his family and two
of each animal species, as G-d had decided
to destroy the world with a flood because
humanity had become violent and corrupt.
In G-d’s instructions to Noach about how
to build the ark, the Torah says:
NN9)NZV070 MIZ2N AN 7N N2R2 NYYR Y
“DYyn DY DY DDA DYH AT¥ 1200
“Make an opening for daylight in the ark,
and terminate it within a cubit of the top.
Put the entrance to the ark in its side; make
it with bottom, second, and third decks”
(Bereishit 6:16).
Why did G-d specifically tell Noach to make
an opening in the ark?

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Brand new building on Mekor Chaim
Recently finished, 4 room 111m, mirpeset, storage,
parking and Shabbat elevator, 3rd floor, 4.37m nis

Great opportunity to buy in a new building
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot

2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices start
atjust 2.19m nis

Studio for rent in Katamon - Mechalki Hamim St.
Close to the Shtiblach and park, 20m, ground floor.
2800nis/month
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The Ibn Ezra explains that “1)¥” — light
— means an opening through which light
could enter. Rashi and Chizkuni add that it
may have been either a window or a precious
stone that illuminated the ark for Noach, his
family, and the animals during their time
inside. According to most opinions, this refers
to the same window Noach later used to send
out the raven and the dove.

The rain fell for 40 days and nights, and the
waters raged for 150 days before they began
to calm. The opening in the ark allowed light
to enter even when the entire world outside
was flooded in darkness.

From this, we learn a powerful lesson: just
as Noach was commanded to bring light into
the ark, we too must bring light into our own
lives — into our personal “arks.” We must
open ourselves to G-d’s light, recognize His
hand, and see His goodness even when we
feel overwhelmed or lost. We can’t just wait
for inspiration to arrive; we must actively
create that opening for it.

True faith is not a leap into the dark —it’s
aleap into the light.

Shabbat Shalom!

ELIYAHU ROSKIND
11TH GRADE, BET EL

UNDERSTANDING NOAH’S DESTINY
In this week’s parsha, we dive right into
Noah’s story. But who really is this guy, and
why is he so important? He ends up playing
a huge role in our history, but was he really



the right man for it?

If we look back at last week’s parsha, in
Bereishit 5:29, Lemech gives his son a proph-
ecy. He names him Noach, saying, “He will
comfort us from our deeds and the toil of our
hands, from the ground which Hashem has
cursed.” Basically, Lemech is hoping his son
will bring comfort and relief to the world. But
let’s be real — every father wants his kid to be
great. So there must be more to Noach’s story.

When we look at the generations before
him, the Torah lists them very briefly: “Shet
lived 912 years, had sons and daughters, and
died.” “Enosh lived 905 years, had sons and
daughters, and died.” That’s it! But when we
get to Lemech, the Torah actually pauses to
tell us why he named his son Noach. He’s the
only one in this entire family tree who gives
meaning to his child’s name. That already
tells us Noach is different — his name and
story clearly have more depth and purpose.

Later, when Hashem decides to destroy the
world because of how corrupt it’s become, we
suddenly get this short, powerful pasuk: n»*
”°ry11n XN — “And Noach found favor in
the eyes of Hashem.” Out of everyone, Hashem
singles him out and says, “This one, Ilike.”

Even more amazing — Lemech’s words
come true. He said Noach would bring com-
fort 01NY), and the Torah uses almost the
same root when it says “’n on”” — “Hashem
regretted (or was comforted) about man on
the earth.” It’s like the prophecy was fulfilled
word for word.

So Noach isn’t just another name in the
list. He’s the one who stood out, who brought
comfort to Hashem and to the world.

Shabbat Shalom — may we all find ways
to bring comfort and meaning into our own
lives, just like Noach did. m
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NORTH TALPIOT
Panoramic view of the Old City,
beautiful 135m, 14m balcony, 3

en suite rooms, parking and
storeroom, Savion view, 2 rooms.

MENDEL 052-8980111

INVESTMENT/LIVING
3 rooms, renovated, 1.5 floor, close to
tram, commercial mall, schools, shuls.

ONLY 1.880.000 NIS
MICHAEL 052-3202488

GERMAN COLONY
Garden apartment.

8.500.000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111

NORTH TALPIOT
New, 180m, duplex, penthouse,
40m, terrace, panoramic view
of Old City, parking.

UNIQUE HOME IN CENTRAL ISRAEL

Private House
in Beit Gamliel
(A Religious
Moshav)

* 4 Spacious Bdr.
" *142 sqm
*503 sqm land area
* Large garden
* Aminute walk
to nearby shul

~
= .\
b

NIS 6,500,000

Oded - 054-254-1046
(No agents fee)

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses
or for any other necessary occasion
on a temporary free-loan basis.

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418
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Join the growing VIDA Community!
Choose from 1-6 bedroom apartments all with direct sea views

- - o — . b

Infinity pool | State-of-the-art gym | His/Hers sauna | Community room
Private Shul | Business lounge | 24 HR Doorman

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

© +1-917-697-3233 @ www.vidatowers.com [] +972-58-500-5086




Home is where the art is

24 works of Art: Private 3 story villas built in a meticulously
designed complex in the best location in Modiin.

2 private  [[T19%] Ahigh-quality
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ﬁ.h F-.:l / Gardens ‘1l spedfication
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Parking %%

Starting from 7,690,000 NIS

OPEN HOUSE EVENT! 24" OCTOBER 2025 // 9AM - 1PM ¢ Esther Hamalka 87, Modiin

‘\.. Initiated and developed by Galnor, For details and private tour % 9386
'.“_J..?!.l_ building Israel for over 40 years
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Build a Strong Ark
for Your Tzedakah

Whether you live in New York, London, or Jerusalem,
Jgive gives you a global way to support Israeli
causes—tax-deductible, hassle-free, and fully Israeli.

Resilient giving for unpredictable times.

Learn more at platinum@jgive.com or scan the
QR code to get started:




