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Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.
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other
z'manim

JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wed–Shabbat
Oct x–x / x–x Cheshvan
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin	 x:xx–x:xx
Sunrise	 x:xx–x:xx 
Sof Zman Kriat Shema	 x:xx–x:xx 
Magen Avraham	 x:xx–x:xx
Sof Zman Tefila	 x:xx-x:xx
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)	 x:xx–x:xx
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)	 x:xx–x:xx
Plag Mincha	 x:xx–x:xx
Sunset (Including Elevation)	 x:xx–x:xx

OTHER
Z'MANIM

JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wednesday - Shabbat*
Oct. 22 - Nov. 1 / 30 Tishrei - 10 Marcheshvan

Earliest Tallit and Tefillin	 5:56-5:03
Sunrise	 6:47-5:55
Sof Zman Kriat Shema	 9:35-8:39
Magen Avraham	 8:59-8:02
Sof Zman Tefila	 10:31-9:33
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)	 12:23-11:22
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)	 12:53-11:52
Plag Mincha	 4:49-3:41
Sunset (Including Elevation)	 6:03-4:53

AND HAVDALA TIMES

candle lighting

AND HAVDALA TIMES
CANDLE LIGHTING

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)

Lech LechaNoach
HavdalaCandlesHavdalaCandles

5:274:146:335:21Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim

5:304:336:365:39Aza Area (Netivot, Sderot et al)

5:284:336:345:40Beit Shemesh/RBS

5:284:306:345:37Alon Shvut

5:284:316:345:37Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K.Saba

5:284:316:345:37Modiin/Chashmonaim

5:284:316:345:37Netanya

5:304:326:365:39Be’er Sheva

5:294:316:355:38Rehovot

5:284:146:345:21Petach Tikva

5:274:306:345:37Ginot Shomron

5:274:196:345:26Haifa / Zichron

5:274:296:335:36Gush Shiloh

5:294:316:355:38Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel

5:274:346:345:41Givat Zeev

5:284:316:345:37Chevron / Kiryat Arba

5:304:336:365:39Ashkelon

5:294:316:355:38Yad Binyamin

5:254:216:315:28Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden

5:254:276:315:34Golan

5:274:286:335:35Nahariya/Maalot

5:264:286:325:35Afula

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Noach - 7:13PM  •  Lech Lecha - 6:06PM

Daf Yomi: Zevachim 41

* Please note: We change the clock overnight 
between Sat. Oct. 25th and Sunday Oct. 26.  
At 2 am we move back to 1 am.
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

My policy has always been that my column 
should reflect the positive attitude that I try 
to have in life, and that the message that I 
give over on a weekly basis should always 
be one that is uplifting, inspiring, and makes 
people feel good about what is going on in 
the Jewish world, at OU Israel, or in my own 
life. With the long Torah Tidbits break from 
Sukkot to now, I had so much to share with 
you in good news and experiences. But like 
many of you, I awoke on Thursday morning 
to the horrific and shocking news of the sud-
den passing of Rabbi Moshe Hauer, zecher 
tzaddik levracha, who was the Executive Vice 
President of the OU. And so, my message this 
week will be very different from my previous 
Torah Tidbits columns.

I can’t help but feel unworthy as I write 
these words, yet I must. It is not easy to write 
about someone who was not only my boss, 
but my mentor; not only my colleague, but 
my dear, dear friend.

Rabbi Moshe Hauer, of incredible blessed 
memory, passed away on Erev Shmini Atzeret, 
hours after Klal Yisrael experienced such a 
high of our live hostages coming home, of 
the President of the United States coming to 
Israel, speaking in the Knesset, of knowing 
that we were all living through moments for 
the history books. On that day, Rabbi Hauer 
sent messages out that reflected how excited 
he was to see what was unfolding. But that 
night he gave back his neshama to the Borei 
Olam after 60 years of incredible accomplish-
ments in this world.

Instead of talking about the loss so many 
of us feel, I want to focus on the many gifts 
he gave us during his life. In particular, 
I want to consider how we can lift up the 
greatness of Rabbi Hauer and embody his 
values. How do we take the stories, the mes-
sages, the derech eretz, the middot, the love of 
Torah, the knowledge of Torah, the love for 
every single Yid, the kibud av v’em so evident 
toward his parents, the way he loved his wife 
and children and grandchildren, the way he 
created such a strong and tight bond with 
the OU family, the way in which he got Jews 
from around the world from every type of 
community to adore him, to look up to him, 
to learn from him, to seek his advice? We 
cannot allow a giant like Rabbi Moshe Hauer 
to leave this world without us striving toward 
continuing in his path, to bring achdut and a 
love of Torah to Klal Yisrael.

I was with Rabbi Hauer in many, many 
meetings over the last almost six years that 
he was with us at the OU. There is an idea 
that he would always say to those of us going 
in with him into the meeting, whether with 
Jewish leaders, gedolim, politicians, or an OU 
mission in Israel: Let’s make sure that every 
meeting that we have leads to a kiddush Shem 
Shamayim.

That was his motto. How did he accomplish 
this goal? I saw it in the way he spoke in these 
meetings. He always spoke softly, and more 
often than not, despite his position, he would 
listen instead of speak. He wanted to hear 
what others had to say, what was on their 
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mind and on their heart, in order to be able 
to understand before speaking himself. He 
always listened in order to be able to hear 
other viewpoints, because he was so hum-
ble that he knew everyone had something 
to contribute.

Allow me to share a few more stories that 
stand out in my mind right now.

On October 8th, 2023, right after Simchat 
Torah was over in America, I received a call 
from Rabbi Hauer, together with Rabbi Dr. 
Josh Joseph, our Executive Vice President 
and COO, lehavdil bein chaim l’chaim, with 
one urgent question: “What is happening 
in Israel and how can we help?” In this call, 
Rabbi Hauer said to me, “Avi, I’m looking for 
a flight. I’m on my way.” A little over a week 
later, he arrived in Israel.

When we met, he asked for two things. The 
first thing was to meet with all the OU Israel 
staff who were evacuated from their houses 
in the south. And so, together with President 
of the OU Mitch Aeder, and President of OU 
Israel Stuie Hershkowitz, we were able to 
sit down in the Ramada Hotel with about 
20 OU Israel staff that run our teen center 
in Sderot. Rabbi Hauer sat there for many, 
many hours listening to each and every story, 
where they were when everything started, 
what they went through, how they were able 
to get out of Sderot, the challenges that they 
are having in the hotel and being evacuated 
from their homes.

Rabbi Hauer sat there with such endless 
compassion for them, with tears in his eyes 
at hearing their stories and understanding that 
they are just tens out of thousands of Jews that 
were evacuated from their houses. The hug 
that Rabbi Hauer gave to each person that 
evening, of connecting his heart to our hearts 

is something that we will never, ever forget.
He went further. His second request of me 

was to go with him down south to see what 
had happened (and remember, there were 
reports that some terrorists were still on the 
loose at the time). He said, “Avi, unless I see 
it, I won’t fully understand what they went 
through.” We went. As missiles fell continu-
ously, I said, “Rabbi, are you not afraid?” And 
at that moment, we looked at each other and 
said, “shluchei mitzvah einam nizakin” - we 
know that since we are doing this to help Klal 
Yisrael, bezrat Hashem, HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
will watch over us.

We went to Sderot. Rabbi Hauer was visi-
bly in shock, seeing the police station totally 
destroyed, the tractors there trying to pick 
up the rubble of the police station, and tak-
ing it all in in order to be able to give the 
message over to the world. We stopped in 
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the street, and Rabbi Hauer said, “We need 
rabbis from North America to come and see 
what happened here.” And it was there that 
we reached out to our loyal colleagues in 
America and put together a mission that came 
on the 28th of October, which I believe was 
the first mission to come and see the story of 
what happened. This mission consisted of 22 
OU Rabbis and 22 laypeople, who all came to 
hear and to hug those who needed it.

For Rabbi Hauer, this was not about saying 
“I was there” in order to praise himself. It 
was to be able to tell people from the south 
that he was there so that he can connect to 
them and their hearts that much better. It was 
to be able to approach American politicians 
and give them his eyewitness testimony in 
order to advocate and ask for help. It was 
so he could speak to others and explain the 
devastation that we saw that day.

I remember hearing from Rabbi Hauer so 
many times the concern of how to take the 
achdut that was felt so acutely across Klal Yis-
rael during those difficult times and hold onto 
it, not just at a time of war, but on a regular 
basis. Rabbi Hauer, in so many meetings with 
the more extreme politicians from right and 
from left, would make sure to sit down with 
them, listen, hear, and then try to give in the 
most delicate, calm and loving way, words 
of advice as to how to say things in a more 
loving and positive way, that there are ways 
to accomplish their goals without belittling 
others and making them feel bad. He sought 
to build bridges amongst all of Klal Yisrael, 
of the right and the left and the in-between. 
It is because of his openness and love of all 
factions in Klal Yisrael that we see Jews today 
from every type of denomination putting out 
condolence letters and posts, all mourning 

Rabbi Hauer’s passing. From the most right-
wing hashkafically and politically to the most 
left-wing hashkafically and politically, they 
are all talking about this gigantic loss. And it 
is because of his attitude and approach which 
was so overwhelmingly positive and uplifting.

I was always amazed at how much Rabbi 
Hauer was able to accomplish in a day. Rabbi 
Hauer would not waste a minute. Yet, when 
he was with you, he was truly with you. He 
was not looking at his phone. His mind was 
with you, his heart was with you, and he was 
listening. He had many things on his plate, 
but he gave you all the time in the world and 
all the attention possible. That listening ear, 
that soft-spoken voice, that passion, that love.

These attributes are things all of us can and 
should emulate. Can we incorporate a time 
of day to practice speaking a little bit softer? 
Of working to develop a love and passion for 
every single Jew? To connect to the worries 
and challenges of others and work on being 
able to help?

Rabbi Hauer was not about grabbing 
headlines with his work and advocacy for the 
Jewish people. So many times in meetings, he 
would be asked, “Rabbi Hauer, what about 
getting in a picture with this politician at the 
table?” He would say no, because he didn’t 
want the person he was meeting with to feel 
that the purpose of the meeting was just photo 
opportunities and PR. He truly wanted to help.

There are so many stories I want to tell 
about Rabbi Hauer, but I am probably already 
getting close to the record for my longest 
message in Torah Tidbits ever. And I could 
probably go on and fill up all 80 pages with 
stories and incredible messages that I and 
the OU team have learned from Rabbi Hauer. 
But for all of us to take just some of these 



OU ISRAEL CENTER 7

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

OU ISRAEL CENTER 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

AIR CONDITIONING
best quality

References in
YOUR neighborhood

Proffessional
& reliable

Only Jewish
labor

polarairbiz@gmail.com |         052-240-5063

 YRS E
X

P
E

RIENCE * ן
סיו
ני

ת 

שנו
 *

20+

Sales & Installation of
VRF | Multi | Inverter | Central

FR
EE

PI
K.

CO
M

ideas into our lives would be an incredible 
accomplishment and an amazing testament 
to the life of Rabbi Hauer and his influence.

Let us work on enhancing achdut, on 
listening more, on loving more, and b’ezrat 
Hashem, doing as much as we can. These are 
giant shoes to fill. Perhaps no one in the world 
can properly fit in these shoes. But with many 
people trying, we will be able to make up for 
this tremendous, tremendous loss by adding 
these attributes to our own lives.

If you never had the merit of meeting Rabbi 
Hauer personally, I highly recommend you 
make sure to go and look for videos of him 
speaking. Make sure to take the time to learn 
about this incredible individual, because every 
minute with him was a learning experience. 
I assure you, you will not regret any minute 
that you give learning from Rabbi Hauer Zt”l. 

Rabbi Hauer Zt”l contributed almost 
weekly to Torah Tidbits sharing his wisdom 
with Klal Yisrael. His last message in Torah 
Tidbits before passing was titled Between 
Heaven and Earth, how apropos for his last 
article. Rabbi Hauer has written a lot of mate-
rial in advance and bezrat Hashem we will 
continue publishing his writings in editions 
to come. May all of the incredible messages 
and life lessons that we have learned from 
Rabbi Hauer be used as a tool by Rabbi Hauer 
in Heaven to be Meilitz Yosher for Klal Yis-
rael, his family, friends and the OU. May the 
values and attributes that he taught us in this 
world continue servicing us on the earth to 
continue walking in his footsteps to be true 
servants of HaKadosh Baruch Hu. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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FROM THE DESK OF RABBI 
MOSHE HAUER ZT"L

The following message was written two 
years ago in the immediate aftermath of 
October 7th. In this piece, he describes the 
people of Israel running themselves ragged 
caring for their fellow Jew – a description 
that would be most fitting of himself. 
While a lot has changed since then, Rabbi 
Hauer zt”l’s message still resonates deeply 
and is a charge to us all. 

I am writing to you today from Yerusha-
layim, where since arriving on Wednesday 
evening and spending time with people it has 
been so apparent that Israel today is filled 
with pain and love, regret and determination, 
faith and hope.

The pain could be seen in the family mem-
bers at a double shiva house who gathered to 
see a newly discovered flash of security cam-
era footage providing a barely recognizable 
view of their loved ones rushing into harm’s 
way in their determination to save others. It 
is there in the eyes of the displaced who are 
struggling with the unspeakable trauma of 

the hours they lay in fear during the terrorist 
attack, their harrowing escape while so many 
dear to them were lost, and their current state 
of demoralizing homelessness. It is visible 
in the “before and after” pictures shared by 
inspiring but suffering pioneers, builders of 
beautiful communities that now lie in ruins. 
And it is palpable in the exhaustion of the 
parents living in torturous limbo, awaiting 
news of the fate of their children.

The love is everywhere, as everyone seems 
to just want to do and to demonstrate care 
for each other. While the large systems of 
government and the army understandably 
struggle to meet a sudden and steep rise in 
needs of services and supplies, individuals 
and organizations rush to do anything they 
can possibly think of to benefit those directly 
affected. This is also visible in America as the 
Jewish community’s desire to give is totally 
and beautifully out of control. It is even more 
out of control here, without any boundaries 
between communities.

Regret - charata - is everywhere, but in 

Rabbi Moshe Hauer’s zt”l divrei Torah were enthusiastically read each week by 
tens of thousands of readers of Torah Tidbits. His sudden death this past Shemini 
Atzeret came as a shock to our community and to the Jewish world at large. In the 
coming weeks and months we will honor Rabbi Hauer’s memory by publishing 
some of his most compelling and thought-provoking divrei Torah. May the study of 
his exquisite words of Torah be a source of chizuk and bring blessing to his memory.

Rebuilding After Destruction
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the best spirit of teshuva, it is accompanied 
by determination, - kabala al ha’atid. To the 
army and intelligence, what happened on 
Shemini Atzeres was an epic failure that has 
led those same institutions to a steely-eyed 
commitment to reclaim their superiority and 
to defeat Hamas decisively. To many in the 
broader society, the newfound unity in crisis 
has crystallized the tragic folly of a year spent 
on the brink of civil war over internal squab-
bles, what they see now as little things that 
they will never allow to divide them again. 
And to others, observant and non-observant, 
it has led to a reconsideration of our reliance 
on our power and strength – kochi v’otzem 
yadi – in place of the Almighty. 

Most inspiring is how faith and hope pre-
vail. Our capacity for resilience draws on 
feeling supported by G-d and man and by 
living with mission and purpose. These are 
the strengths of the Jewish people, especially 
in Israel. No one is running away from their 
land or even from their border community. 
They may have to be out of harm’s way 
until the situation is resolved, but they are 
determined to be back and are confident 
that they will be. And while confidence can 
sometimes be unnervingly arrogant, here it 
seems to draw from a strong sense of destiny, 
of netzach Yisrael.

In considering all this, many have invoked 
Noach and the destruction of the flood. While 
there are many angles of comparison, allow 
me to share one.

While the Torah praises Noach effusively, 
our Sages read between the lines and were 
somewhat critical of him, comparing Noach 
unfavorably to both Avraham and Moshe. 
They went so far as to blame Noach for the 
flood, classifying this disaster - using the 

words of Yeshayahu (54:6) - as the mei Noach, 
the Waters of Noach (see Zohar I:106a), 
because he had not worked or prayed to 
avert it. This stands in contrast to Avraham’s 
response to the impending destruction of 
Sodom and to Moshe’s reaction to Hashem’s 
anger at the Jewish people after the Golden 
Calf. Noach, by contrast, when told of the 
impending destruction of the world, simply 
accepted it and built himself the teivah. 

But Noach does not remain that way. By 
the time the flood waters subside, what is left 
is ach Noach, a diminished Noach, coughing 
and spitting blood (Bereishis 7:23). He had 
just spent a year worrying about everyone 
but himself, running himself ragged literally 
24/7 to make sure each of the world’s animals 
got what it needed to eat when it needed it. 

As the world was to come from Noach, G-d 
needed him to shift from a focus on himself 
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to a focus on others. Olam chesed yibaneh. 
The world is built upon kindness (Tehillim 
89:3); it cannot come from someone who is 
self-centered. But because Noach was pres-
sured into this service by the circumstances of 
the flood and did not embrace that outward 
focus willingly, he experienced it in a way 
that weakened him and made him less of 
himself, ach Noach. 

The past two weeks have seen Klal Yisrael 
running themselves ragged 24/7, not because 
of anything that threatened them personally 
but only because they have an unquenchable 
desire to help others who are struggling and 
in pain and danger. They – like Noach - are 
exhausted. But they, as children of Avraham 
and students of Moshe, are not diminished. 
Quite the opposite. When Klal Yisrael was 
activated by the tragedy of Shemini Atzeres, 
they were waiting as they always are for the 
opportunity to give and to help. Especially 
after the experience of this past year of divi-
sion, that desire to give and to love and to heal 
was overwhelming. As we have watched this 
powerful response of giving, we are seeing 
the Jewish people grow in stature rather 
than shrink as the kindness of Avraham has 
granted them his descriptive as well, ha’adam 
hagadol ba’anakim, a giant in humanity. 

Worlds have been destroyed, but they will 
be rebuilt by the powerful drive for kindness, 
the clear-eyed determination born of regret 
for all the divisions within us, and by a firm 
faith and hope in netzach Yisrael, the eternal 
Jewish people. 

Evidently, both our father Avraham and 
our teacher Moshe were unable to take com-
fort in their own physical and spiritual safety, 
in their own assurance of a promising future, 
if others would not share that future. 

The pain is overwhelming. There has been 
so much loss experienced here. There are 
50-80 funerals being conducted daily of the 
more than 1500 killed by the horrific acts 
of Hamas, while the thousands of wounded 
face the complexities of life-changing injury, 
treatment and rehabilitation. Many have 
experienced clusters of loss, including mul-
tiple members of their family, army unit, 
or community. Thousands live in limbo 
awaiting news of the fate of their relatives, 
the 203 captives in the inhuman hands of 
Hamas. Hundreds have seen the homes 
and communities they built with love and 
devotion harmed or destroyed, and hundreds 
of thousands have become refugees within 
their country. The events of Shemini Atzeres 
were unspeakably traumatic to those who 
experienced them firsthand, as well as to the 
entire country whose sense of security was 
upended. While throughout Israel’s existence 
tragic loss has been a part of life, these days 
it is devastatingly commonplace. 

The love is overwhelming. 
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World Mizrachi deeply mourns 
the sudden and tragic passing of 

Rabbi Moshe Hauer zt”l
Executive Vice President of the OU. 

A gentle statesman of great stature and deep conviction, 
he led with empathy, love and wisdom. He was a masterful 

talmid chacham, whose authoritative voice of Torah, 
chessed and faith made a deep impact throughout Klal 

Yisrael. He was a proud advocate for Eretz Yisrael, 
Am Yisrael and Torat Yisrael, who knew how to inspire 

Torah values through his exemplary teaching, 
mentoring and personal values.

He was a cherished friend of the Mizrachi movement and 
a prominent leader of the Orthodox Israel Coalition, 
where we will miss his guiding presence and counsel. 

We send our deepest condolences to Rebbetzin Hauer, 
his dear family, and everyone at the OU. 

הַַמָּׁקוֹם יִׁנַַחֵֵם אֲֶתׁכֶֶם בְּׁתוֹךְ שָׁׁאֲַר אֲֲבֵֵלֵַיִ צִִיּוֹן וִִיִרוּשָׁׁלַַיִִם.
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
RCA Israel Region

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”h
 חוה פעסא בת אהרן זלמן הכהן ע״ה

Mother of Reuven Tradburks

Perhaps the parsha break is deliberate. 
The story could begin with destruction. Or it 
could begin with the ones not to be destroyed. 
Beginning with the corruptness of the world 
and G-d’s desire to destroy it would frame 
the story as one of destruction.

But beginning with Noach being a righ-
teous man and describing his family frames 
the story as not one of destruction but of 
survival. The flood story is not the story of 
the destruction of the world; it is the story 
of the survival of the world through Noach.

This will become a recurring theme in the 
Torah; near destruction, deserving destruc-
tion. But not doing it. The world deserves to 
be destroyed. But it isn’t destroyed. It is saved. 
Through Noach.

So, is it a story of destruction or a story of 
G-d’s generosity and kindness, of wanting to 
destroy but not allowing Himself to do it? Of 
man deserving to be wiped out entirely, but 
not allowing Himself to do it.

There is far more detail of the dimensions 
of the Ark than there is of man’s evil that is 
causing the world to be destroyed. The Torah is 
more interested in the survival, or more accu-
rately, in the recreation of the world than it is 
in the story of man’s failure. The title of the 
Flood story should not be the destruction of the 
world, but rather the recreation of the world.

2ND ALIYA (7:1-16)
Noach is again described as righ-

teous. Bring 7 of each pure animal, 
2 of the impure, and all the birds into the 
Ark. Noach was 600 years old and brought his 

PARSHAT NOACH
Parshat Noach describes: the destruction 

of the world through the Flood, Noach and 
his family, the story of the Tower of Babel 
and the introduction of Avraham’s family. 

The theme we will develop in Parshat 
Noach is that the flood is a second try at 
creation. Breishit and Noach are essentially 
parallel creation stories, or more accurately 
a creation and a recreation. 

1ST ALIYA (6:9-22)
Noach is righteous, while the 

world is filled with evil. Nocah is 
instructed to build an Ark, for while G-d is 
to destroy all living beings, He establishes a 
covenant with Noach to save him. Noach, his 
family, 2 of each animal and the food are to 
be brought into the Ark. Noach did all that 
G-d commanded.

The parsha break is curious. Because the 
story of the flood begins one paragraph 
before the beginning of our parsha.

The last paragraph of last week’s parsha 
describes that the world became corrupt. G-d 
proffered that He would destroy all living 
beings, as He regretted creating them. Isn’t 
that the logical beginning to the flood, that 
the world is to be destroyed? Why begin the 
parsha with Noach and not with the decision 
to destroy the world?
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family into the Ark. The waters of the springs 
of the depths were released and the stores of 
water above were opened. All entered the 
Ark, as G-d had commanded Noach.

The world will be destroyed with water. The 
Torah describes in the second verse in the 
Torah, that the first thing to exist in the world 
was water: “The spirit of G-d hovered over the 
waters”. If you want to indicate that the world 
is getting a reboot, is starting again, cover it 
with water, as it was “In the beginning”. 

The water floods the world from below and 
from above. We have seen water below and 
above before: in Creation, Ch. 1:6, G-d sepa-
rated between the waters above and below 
and made the heavens between. Creation 
involved dividing the waters; while here the 
division of the waters is being undone. Let 
it all flood the earth. The waters that were 
gathered in creation are here being released. 
The Flood is Creation being redone. 

3RD ALIYA (7:17-8:14)
The Flood covers the earth. All 

living things on land die, save Noah 
and all that are in the Ark. G-d remembers 
Noach. The waters recede. The Ark rests on 
Mt. Ararat. Noach sends out the raven. Then 
Noach sends out the dove to see if the water 
has receded enough for land to be inhabitable. 
She returns for she has found no place to rest. 
After 7 days, she is sent out again and returns 
with an olive branch. The third time she is sent 
out, she does not return. Noach removes the 
covering and sees there is dry land.

Water covering the earth is an echo of cre-
ation, where all that existed was G-d’s spirit 
hovering over the water.

There is a lot of detail of water and of 
time. The rising water, the receding water, 
how many days it rained, how many days 

it took to recede. The whole story, from the 
first drops of rain, until Noach leaves the ark 
takes a full year.

This stands in stark contrast to the initial 
creation of the world. In creation, G-d Said 
and it was. And after 6 days, the creation 
ceased. In this recreation, the covering of the 
world with water took months; the receding 
of the water took time. Why?

This is the most crucial part of this story. The 
world was not destroyed – I mean, not back 
to “tohu v’vohu – to void and empty”. G-d did 
not look at the evil of the world – man and 
animals - and destroy the world. He could have 
chosen to destroy the world entirely and begin 
anew with another 6 days of creation. He did 
not do that. He “recreated” the existing world 
– saving Noach, saving the world, covering it 
slowly with the water that existed.

It looks like G-d is committed to this world, 
even binding himself to it; He will flood it and 
rebuild it but use the world as it is. In fact, He 
said that to Noach – I will keep my covenant 
with you (6:18). What covenant was there? 
What was G-d Himself bound to? It would 
seem that He Bound Himself to this world, 
just as it is. 

The story of the Torah is G-d’s commitment 
to man and to the world He created. He saves 
the world. He saves Noach. But even before 
this; Adam and Eve sinned and were pun-
ished. But not destroyed. Cain killed Abel, the 
most egregious sin, and is punished; but is not 
himself killed. G-d is committed to this world 
and is committed to mankind. He destroys 
the world naturally, maintaining it, covering 
it slowly with water and waiting for the water 
to recede. That very process communicates 
His commitment to His world and to mankind 
just the way it is.
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4TH ALIYA (8:15-9:7)
Noach is told to leave the Ark 

with his family and with the ani-
mals, blessing the animals to teem over the 
land. Noach offered sacrifices on an altar. G-d 
committed to never again curse land and ani-
mals because of man, nor the constellations. 
G-d blesses Noach and family to be fruitful 
and multiply, to fill the earth. They may eat 
creatures but may not kill man.

The echoes of Creation continue. Noach and 
the animals receive the same blessings made 
to the animals and to man in Creation, to be 
fruitful and multiply. Noach is the new Adam. 
But with one dramatic difference. G-d pledges 
that never again will there be a destruction 
of land, animals or seasons. This was not 
promised at Creation. 

The notion of G-d promising is shocking. G-d 
making promises to man? Really? He prom-
ises to us? Could it be that all the horrible evil 
that man is capable of perpetrating, and has 
perpetrated in the history of mankind – that in 
spite of all that evil, He guarantees the world 
will never deserve to be destroyed? 

The Torah is conveying a dramatic philos-
ophy of mankind. It must be that mankind, 
in just the way it has been created, capable 
of evil but capable of good, that creation of 
mankind is so precious to G-d that He commits 
to us, regardless of our failings. As such, the 
story of the Torah is a love story; G-d’s love and 
commitment to mankind, just the way it is.

5TH ALIYA (9:8-17)
G-d tells Noach and his family 

that He is making a covenant with 
all living things that the world will never again 
be destroyed by Flood. The rainbow is a sign 
of this covenant between us. I will see the 
rainbow and remember this eternal covenant.

The word “brit”, covenant occurs 7 times in 
this paragraph of 9 verses. We are so familiar 
with the story of the rainbow after the flood 
that its plain meaning slips by unnoticed. G-d 
is pledging himself to the world. And, as if 
to make sure He Himself doesn’t forget, He 
places a sign, a reminder of His pledge.

Noach has got to be looking around, won-
dering, “is He talking to me? What did I do to 
deserve this? The Master of the Universe, who 
just covered the world in water due to man’s 
failings, He is committing to us? And binding 
Himself with a rainbow, lest He forget?”

The Creation story crowned man with 
majesty, created in the image of G-d. The 
Flood recreation story is a love story, the love 
of G-d for man, the commitment He has to 
man. And while a covenant has two parties, 
each of whom pledges to the other, in this 
covenant nothing is demanded of man. Only 
He pledges to us.

6TH ALIYA (9:18-10:32)
Noach plants a vineyard, 

becomes drunk and lies exposed 
in his tent. Cham sees Noach; the other sons 
cover Noach without looking. Cham is cursed, 
Shem is blessed, Yefet granted beauty. Noach’s 
numerous descendents are listed, distinctive 
in geography and in language.

The echoes of creation continue. Adam was 
placed in the Garden of Eden, to work it and 
guard it. Noach plants a vineyard. Adam (and 
Eve) sinned in that Garden, eating of the fruit 
they ought not to. And covered themselves 
with fig leaves. Noach drinks to excess and 
his nakedness is also covered.

7TH ALIYA (11:1-32)
The Tower of Babel, an attempt 

to unite mankind results in a dis-
persion and proliferation of languages. The 
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STATS
 

2nd of 54 sedras, 2nd of 12 in Bereshit.
Written on 230 lines in a Torah, rank: 15.
18 Parshiyot; 5 open, 13 closed; rank: 12.
153 pesukim - ranks 4th. Largest in Bereshit - 
tied w/Vayishlach.
1861 words - ranks 11 (6th in Bereshit).
6907 letters - ranks 13 (6th in Bereshit).
Drop in ranking for words and letters is due 
to Noach's very short pesukim. Noach ranks 
49th in words/pasuk and 51st in letters/ pasuk 
in the Torah. 

MITZVOT

None of the TARYAG mitzvot are from 
Noach, yet there are mitzvot in the sedra, 
specifically (but not only) references to 
the Noahide laws. So too is P'RU URVU 
repeated to Noach - it is counted as 
a mitzva from Bereshit, when it was 
commanded to Adam.

genealogy of Noach’s descendants continues 
until Avraham’s family is introduced, who 
journey toward the Land of Israel.

The story of the Tower of Babel begins 
as a desire for unity but ends with people 
scattered the world over. The desire for unity 
would seem to be a good thing. However, 
unity often implies united under me, coercing 
all to be like me.

World history is the history of empires 
seeking to make the world a better place by 
being just like me. The theme of dispersion, 
of exile which began with Adam being exiled 
from the Garden of Eden, and Cain exiled to 
wander the world has its next chapter with 
the dispersion, the exile of the builders of the 
Tower of Babel. 

The dispersion and exile of the first 2 par-
shiot of the Torah will be reversed with the 
call to Avraham to come to the Land of Israel.

HAFTORAH: YESHAYAHU 54:1 - 55:5

This Shabbat the haftorah for parshat 
Noach is taken from chapter 54 in the Navi, 
Yeshayahu. It describes the nation of Israel 
after the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash. 
The Navi assures the people that Hashem will 
forever share his kindness and love with His 
people and He will continue to protect and 
sustain the people. 

The special connection to parshat Noach is 
contained in pasuk 59:9 which refers to the 
destruction of Yerushalayim as “...this is like 
the waters of Noach to me…”

The Navi concludes with the reassurance 
that Hashem remembers His covenant with 
the world and His Chosen People. The degree 
to which we reveal Hashem’s presence in 
our lives is the degree to which Hashem’s 

protection and close concern is realized. It 
is our responsibility to reveal Hashem. We 
achieve this by observing His commandments 
and learning His Torah. 

Mazal Tov to  
Eitan & Hadara Fund  

on the birth of their daughter
Mazal Tov as well  

to the proud grandparents  
Simcha & Susie Fund  

and Zev & Bayla Gross
and to the Great-Grandparents

Dr David & Miriam Stein
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"Come out of the Ark."
Why did Noach not leave the Ark on his own volition when he saw the waters had rescinded? 
Why did Noach wait for G-d's command to leave the Ark?
The Midrash Rabbah (34:4) quotes a verse in Megillat Kohelet (10:4) "If the spirit of the ruler 
rises against you, do not leave your place." This refers to Noach who enters the Ark only 
after receiving permission from G-d. So too, leaving the Ark, similarly, requires permission 
from G-d.
The Malbim (Rabbi Meir Leibush Wisser 1809-1879, Kiev) explains that the whole process 
in which Noach and his family were saved from the Flood was miraculous and unnatural. 
The Ark had no steering ability or braking system, to prevent smashing against boulders or 
rocks. As this complete encounter of being saved was miraculous, leaving the Ark seemed 
feasible only with G-d's command. G-d could have chosen any number of natural ways to 
save Noach, such as placing him on a high mountain untouched by the Flood. G-d affirmed 
that all inhabitants of earth would be destroyed. G-d ordered Noach to take up residence in 
the Ark, discarding his residence as an inhabitant of the earth. Noach would become like the 
fish of the waters which were not affected by the Flood. Since Noach was not aware how long 
the curse of earth's desolation remained, he waited on the Ark, until being informed by G-d.
Shabbat Shalom

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

צא מן התבה )ח:טז( -

Luxury Large 4 Room
170 sq.m plus 120 sq.m garden
Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
Completely renovated
Private entrance
High ceilings and underfloor heating 

     Nava: 052-4810205

Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE
Abarbanel St, Rechavia

Exclusive

H&I Property Investments
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Covenant & Conversation

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HE-
BREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

COVENANT & CONVERSATION

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HEBREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

True 
Morality

Is there such a thing as an objective basis 
of morality? For some time, in secular circles, 
the idea has seemed absurd. Morality is what 
we choose it to be. We are free to do what we 
like so long as we don’t harm others.

Moral judgments are not truths but 
choices. There is no way of getting from “is” 
to “ought”, from description to prescription, 
from facts to values, from science to ethics. 
This was the received wisdom in philosophy 
for a century after Nietzsche had argued for 

the abandonment of morality – which he saw 
as the product of Judaism – in favour of the 
“will to power”.

Recently, however, an entirely new scien-
tific basis has been given to morality from 
two surprising directions: neo-Darwinism 
and the branch of mathematics known as 
Games Theory. As we will see, the discovery 
is intimately related to the story of Noach 
and the covenant made between God and 
humanity after the Flood.

Games theory was invented by one of the 
most brilliant minds of the 20th century, John 
von Neumann (1903-1957). He realised that 
the mathematical models used in economics 
were unrealistic and did not mirror the way 
decisions are made in the real world. Ratio-
nal choice is not simply a matter of weighing 
alternatives and deciding between them. The 
reason is that the outcome of our decision 
often depends on how other people react to it, 
and usually we cannot know this in advance. 
Games theory, von Neumann’s invention in 
1944, was an attempt to produce a math-
ematical representation of choice under 
conditions of uncertainty. Six years later, it 
yielded its most famous paradox, known as 
the Prisoner’s Dilemma.

Imagine two people, arrested by the police 

May the Torah learned from this TT 
be in loving memory of and לע”נ

ר’ חיים בן זרח ז”ל
Chaim Greenberg ז”ל

נלב”ע ב-ו’ חשון התשכ”ו
and

יהודית בת הרב יהושע דב ז”ל
Julia Fink-Greenberg ז”ל

נלב”ע ב-ט’ חשון התשס”ו
.ת.נ.צ.ב.ה
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under suspicion of committing a crime. There 
is insufficient evidence to convict them on a 
serious charge; there is only enough to convict 
them of a lesser offence. The police decide to 
encourage each to inform against the other. 
They separate them and make each the fol-
lowing proposal: if you testify against the 
other suspect, you will go free, and he will be 
imprisoned for ten years. If he testifies against 
you, and you stay silent, you will be sentenced 
to ten years in prison, and he will go free. If 
you both testify against one another, you will 
each receive a five-year sentence. If both of 
you stay silent, you will each be convicted of 
the lesser charge and face a one-year sentence.

It doesn’t take long to work out that the 
optimal strategy for each is to inform against 
the other. The result is that each will be 
imprisoned for five years. The paradox is 
that the best outcome would be for both to 
remain silent. They would then only face 
one year in prison. The reason that neither 
will opt for this strategy is that it depends on 
collaboration. However, since each is unable 
to know what the other is doing – there is no 
communication between them – they cannot 
take the risk of staying silent. The Prisoner’s 
Dilemma is remarkable because it shows 
that two people, both acting rationally, will 
produce a result that is bad for both of them. 
Eventually, a solution was discovered. The 
reason for the paradox is that the two pris-
oners find themselves in this situation only 
once. If it happened repeatedly, they would 
eventually discover that the best thing to do 
is to trust one another and co-operate.

In the meantime, biologists were wrestling 
with a phenomenon that puzzled Darwin. 
The theory of natural selection – popularly 
known as the survival of the fittest – suggests 

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863    etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

 

New project SAN SIMON. 
160 sqm on one floor, 
Shabbat elevator 
Parking and storage.  
Built as 3 bedrooms and 
2.5 bathrooms.  

Perfect condition.  

Price 7,500,000 NIS

ABU TOR RENTAL APT. 
150 sqm on 2 floors, 
historic apartment,  
3 bedrooms,  
2 full bathrooms, garden. 

Price 13,000 NIS/month

OLD KATAMON townhouse  
255 sqm of living space 
built as 6 bedrooms,  
5.5 bathrooms plus 
registered garden 74 sqm. 
Terrace of 14 sqm.  
Safe room. Great 
condition, option for 
parking. 
Call me for more info
BAKA penthouse.  
150 sqm on 2 floors 
renovated.  
4 bedrooms 
2.5 baths.  
Shared parking.  
2 terraces both Sukka 
together 30 sqm.  

Price: 10,900,000 NIS

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  GG--DD  
AAllmmiigghhttyy  ffoorr  tthhee  

rreettuurrnn  ooff  oouurr  
hhoossttaaggeess  aanndd  

pprraayyeerrss  ffoorr  ppeeaaccee  
aanndd  lloovvee  ttoo  tthhee  
JJeewwiisshh  PPeeooppllee
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that the most ruthless individuals in any 
population will survive and hand their genes 
on to the next generation. Yet almost every 
society ever observed values individuals 
who are altruistic: who sacrifice their own 
advantage to help others. There seems to be a 
direct contradiction between these two facts.

The Prisoner’s Dilemma suggested an 
answer. Individual self-interest often pro-
duces bad results. Any group which learns 
to cooperate, instead of compete, will be 
at an advantage relative to others. But, as 
the Prisoner’ Dilemma showed, this needs 
repeated encounters – the so-called “Iterated 
(= repeated) Prisoner’s dilemma”. In the late 
1970s, a competition was announced to find 
the computer program that did best at playing 
the Iterated Prisoner’s Dilemma against itself 
and other opponents.

The winning programme was devised by a 
Canadian, Anatole Rapoport, and was called 
Tit-for-Tat. It was dazzlingly simple: it began 
by co-operating, and then repeated the last 
move of its opponent. It worked on the rule 
of “What you did to me, I will do to you”, or 
“measure for measure”. This was the first 

time scientific proof had been given for any 
moral principle.

What is fascinating about this chain of 
discoveries is that it precisely mirrors the 
central principle of the covenant God made 
with Noah:

Whoever sheds the blood of man, 
By  man shal l  h is  b lood be  shed; 
For in the image of God has God made man.

This is measure for measure [in Hebrew, 
middah keneged middah], or retributive jus-
tice: As you do, so shall you be done to. In fact, 
at this point the Torah does something very 
subtle. The six words in which the principle 
is stated are a mirror image of one another: 
[1] Who sheds [2] the blood [3] of man, [3a] by 
man [2a] shall his blood [1a] be shed. This is a 
perfect example of style reflecting substance: 
what is done to us is a mirror image of what 
we do. The extraordinary fact is that the first 
moral principle set out in the Torah is also the 
first moral principle ever to be scientifically 
demonstrated. Tit-for-Tat is the computer 
equivalent of (retributive) justice:

Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man 
shall his blood be shed.

The story has a sequel. In 1989, the Polish 
mathematician Martin Nowak produced a 
programme that beats Tit-for-Tat. He called 
it Generous. It overcame one weakness of 
Tit-for-Tat, namely that when you meet a par-
ticularly nasty opponent, you get drawn into 
a potentially endless and destructive cycle of 
retaliation, which is bad for both sides. Gen-
erous avoided this by randomly but periodi-
cally forgetting the last move of its opponent, 
thus allowing the relationship to begin again. 
What Nowak had produced, in fact, was a 
computer simulation of forgiveness.

Once again, the connection with the story 

May the Torah learned  
from this TT be לע״נ  

and in loving memory of

FRED & DORIS  
(LIEDER) GOLDSMITH z”l

אורי שרגא בן יהודה דוד ז״ל
)ח׳ חשון, תשנ״ז(

רייזל דינה בת יוסף ע״ה
)כ׳ חשון, תשס״ד(

Their daughters, 
Faye, Maureen, Rosi and Esti  

Silton, Friedman, Lennon & Martin families
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These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

of Noach and the Flood is direct. After the 
Flood, God vowed: “I will never again curse 
the ground for man’s sake, although the 
imagination of man’s heart is evil from his 
youth; nor will I again destroy every living 
thing as I have done.” This is the principle of 
Divine forgiveness.

Thus the two great principles of the Noa-
chide covenant are also the first two principles 
to have been established by computer simula-
tion. There is an objective basis for morality 
after all. It rests on two key ideas: justice and 
forgiveness, or what the Sages called middat 
ha-din and middat rachamim. Without these, 
no group can survive in the long run.

In one of the first great works of Jewish 
philosophy – Sefer Emunot ve-Deot (The Book 
of Beliefs and Opinions) – R. Saadia Gaon (882-
942) explained that the truths of the Torah 
could be established by reason. Why then 
was revelation necessary? Because it takes 
humanity time to arrive at truth, and there 
are many slips and pitfalls along the way. 

It took more than a thousand years after 
R. Saadia Gaon for humanity to demonstrate 
the fundamental moral truths that lie at the 
basis of God’s covenant with humankind: that 
co-operation is as necessary as competition, 
that co-operation depends on trust, that 
trust requires justice, and that justice itself 
is incomplete without forgiveness. Morality is 
not simply what we choose it to be. It is part 
of the basic fabric of the universe, revealed 
to us by the universe’s Creator, long ago. 

STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436
+1 (914)-351-1245

www.stephen-epstein.com

Stunning 
Ashkelon!

Watch the sunset every night!
Whether you are looking to live in 
Ashkelon full-time, weekends or 
vacations, we can help you find 
something in your price range.

Call for a Tour!

New! 3 Exclusive  
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Rent in Neve Daniel

Call now 0544874122 
K.Yabne Real Estate

Free-standing houses  
and cottages
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Join our expert team specializing in
US taxes for Americans in Israel.

Position: Tax Associate

Opportunities for growth 
Seasonal bonus 
On-site role at our Jerusalem office
2+ years of experience a plus
Experience with 5471s, PFICs,
Streamlines 

Apply now and advance your career!

Email your CV to aliza@goldarrowtax.com 
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For Sale in Efrat 
Zayit: A semi-attached, fully 
renovated 400m luxury home. 9.7 NIS 
Zayit: * 4 room apt. Stunning 
view. Elevator. 2,590,000 NIS 
Zayit: * 3 room apt. next to the 
mall. 1,990,000 NIS 
Tamar:*4 room apt.105m 2.95 NIS 
Te'ena: * 6 room Cottage, 215m. 
Stunning view 4,750,000 NIS 
Dagan: 5 room duplex garden 
apt. private entrance. Succah 
balcony  3.850.000 NIS 

:For Sale in Elazar 
* Renovated 4 room apt. 116m 
on one floor. 2,850,000 NIS 
Gabi- 0524588716  
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Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

GARDEN PARADISE FOR SALE IN KATAMON
PEACEFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GARDEN DUPLEX APARTMENT
122 SQM ON TWO LEVELS, 4.5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL BATHS, 
PRIVATE REGISTERED GARDEN FULL OF FRUIT TREES, 
PRIVATE PARKING, ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT 
CONDITION. 
ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000

QUAINT 1 BDRM FOR SALE IN KATAMON
2 ROOM APT FOR SALE DIRECTLY ABOVE THE GARDEN 
APT! BRIGHT AND COMPACT 34 SQM., 3 AIR DIRECTIONS, 
INCLUDES MAMAD, SUKKAH BALCONY, ELEVATOR, 
PRIVATE HEAT, AND A/C. 
ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,150,000
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

The “Waters 
of Noach”

Chazal selected this week’s haftarah read-
ing from the 54th and 55th chapters of Sefer 
Yishayahu, a prophecy somewhat familiar 
to us. The navi’s message in this haftarah 
focusses upon the theme of comfort and 
consolation, which explains why it was 
designated as haftarah to be read both on 
Parashat Re’eh and on Parashat Ki Tetze. It 
is, certainly, a fitting message for these post-
Tish’a shabbatot. 

But why, we might wonder, were these 
same verses chosen to be read on this 
Parashat No’ach?

The popular, widely-accepted, reason why 

these chapters were designated to be read 
on this Shabbat is due to Yishayahu’s usage 
of the words “mei No’ach” – the waters, i.e., 
the flood, of Noach’s time – hence the direct 
connection to the events depicted in our 
parasha. But there are other connections as 
well, understated, perhaps, that touch upon 
the events depicted in our parasha. 

For example: might the opening words of 
the haftarah, “Roni Akara”, “Rejoice, O bar-
ren woman”, be hinting to the final episode 
in the parasha, the final p’sukim that tell of 
the barren woman, Sarai, who would rejoice 
upon the birth of her son - even calling him 
“Yitzchak”, laughter. Such a mention connects 
us to our parasha and would also serve as 
comforting reassurance to a grief-stricken 
nation, searching for hope for the future – 
thereby a fitting theme for the haftarot of 
consolation. The prophet’s recalling how the 
nation of Avaraham, born of a once-barren 
woman, became, as Hashem promised, “too 
numerous to count” would be a source of 
solace to the post-churban generation.

Furthermore, there could be a subtle 
message for the prophet Yish’ayahu himself 
in the fact that the flood is referred to as the 
“waters of No’ach”- a term implying, according 
to the Zohar HaKadosh, that the flood came 
as a result of No’ach’s failure to pray for his 
generation. May we infer that Hashem was 
urging the navi to pray on behalf of his gen-
eration as well?

Perhaps.
But I turn to another difficulty I have 

In loving memory of

JOCKY FEIG ע”ה
יוכבד בת אברהם ופרידה גולדמן
whose 30th Yarzheit was on Erev Succot

Her warmth and her strength 
touched the lives of all who  

knew her. Still part of our hearts 
and minds, she was a special  

blessing for us all: 
her daughters, grand-children, 
nieces and nephews, and her  
many relatives and friends. 

תהי’ זכרה ברוך



OU ISRAEL CENTER 29

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https ://www.ouisrae l .org /v ideo- l ibrary

found in our understanding of the prophet’s 
quotation. Many are misled in believing that 
the navi’s reference to “Noah’s Waters” is 
limited to Hashem’s promise never to bring 
such destruction again when, in fact, Yisha-
yahu’s words of comfort were referring NOT 
to the flood itself but to the post-flood era. A 
simple glance into the previous pasuk would 
make it clear that the navi was comparing 
the moments of destruction to the promised, 
soon-to-be, years of construction. Yishayahu 
used his poetic expression “B’shetzef Ketzef” 
[v.8] – “in an outburst of wrath” – to depict 
the fleeting moments of G-d’s anger as being 
of short duration compared to His many 
years of mercy and everlasting kindness 
that would follow: “B’Chesed olam richam-
tich” [v. 8]. The moments of punishment 
reflected in the “Mei No’ach” did not equal 
the decades of growth, development and 
recovery that began in the aftermath of the 
flood – precisely as Hashem had promised 
No’ach and the survivors.

The psalmist pleaded with Hashem, and 
urged Him: “Sam’cheinu kimot innitanu” 
– “Bring us joy to equal those days of afflic-
tion”. I would submit that such was precisely 
Yishayahu’s guarantee to his generation – 
that G-d’s years of blessing and joy would far 
outweigh the difficult times of our suffering. 

Given this promise, we would be wise NOT 
to focus on the days of affliction alone, not 
on “Mei No’ach”, but always to remember 
the guarantee of “B’Chesed olam richamtich” 
and, thereby, look forward to future years of 
blessing and happiness. 

usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899

www.daniels-assets.com
Call now 077-9973185
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Deal of the week

“One-off” apartment, a real

gem between Rechavia

and the city center

only 35k per sqm
5,280,000 nis

for 149 sqm apartment

NEW BOUTIQUE BUILDING WITH ONLY 10 NEW APARTMENTS FOR SALE
HAPORTZIM 6 OLD KATAMON

NOW IN PRE-SALE TERMS

A RARE OPPORTUNITY IN JERUSALEM 
 ON HAPORZIM STREET, BORDERING TALBIYA, 

OLD KATAMON & THE GERMAN COLONY
110-120SQM APTS , SUCCAH, PARKING, STORAGE AND MORE

PERFECTLY SITUATED ON A QUIET, ONE-WAY STREET, 
JUST STEPS FROM THE LIVELY EMEK REFAIM

Offering a limited collection of boutique residences

over 500 sqm plot, 700+ sqm in total from basement to top
offered in shell condition, can be one or two family house

DESIGN YOUR OWNHOUSE IN BAKAOVER 700 SQMSHELL READY FOR THE ONE FAMILYOR TWO ... 
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A will. An envelope 
of cash. Your 
grandmother’s ring.
If it’s important -
It shouldn't be
at home.

By appointment only, First month free for July-August clients.

*9936
 www.brickstone.co.il

Clal building, 
97 yafo street, Jerusalem.

Ext. 2

Because a 
drawer isn’t
a vault.

Private vaults now available.

Brickstone Jerusalem’s premier private vault center.

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

 24/7
 security

International 
standards

Personal
 service

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

For sale in the German Colony 
A boutique Tama 38 project set to be  completed within  
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience  
in one of  Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available  
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m  

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),  
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact 
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040
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+972-54-441-5704
KimBashRealEstate.com

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND

COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

FEATURED PRESALES IN
ANGLO COMMUNITIES

      TEL AVIV
Prime location
50-story towers
1–4 bedrooms
Infinity pool & gym
24/7 security
Private parking

 

      Price on Request

    NETANYA 
Prime location
3-4 bedrooms
Private parking
Great View
Public transport

     Starting price:
 ₪3.15M / $960K

     JERUSALEM 
Luxury Complex
Gym
Shops & Cafes
Great opportunity
2-4 Bedrooms

     Starting price:
     ₪3.5M / $1.06M

      CARMEI GAT 
Over 400 units
2-5 Bedrooms
Fastest growing
Anglo community
in Israel

 

      Starting price:
      ₪2.2M / $670K

    ASHKELON 
Sea views
Close to Marina
3 Bedrooms
40 units 
Selling fast

    Starting price:
    ₪2.49M / $700K

LET YOUR JOURNEY 
HOME BEGIN WITH US

      BEIT SHEMESH 
Neve Shamir
Great community
In front of a park
Close to pool, shuls
and shops

 

      Starting price:            
      ₪2.38M / $720K

For many more opportunities 
across Israel, please don’t 

hesitate to get in touch.



32 TORAH TIDBITS 1632 / NOACH

Rabbi Shalom 

ROSNER RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM MACHON LEV

RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER

The Torah tells us that, before the flood, 
 the earth was filled with“ - ותמלא הארץ חמס
hamas.” Rashi (9:13) cites a Gemara that 
defines hamas as robbery – ינָָם זַַר דִּ�ִ ם גְּ�ְ  לֹאֹ נֶֶחְְתַּ�ַ
זֶֶל )סנהדרין’ ק”ח( א עַַל הַַגֶּ�ֶ  their sentence was - אֶֶלָּ�ָ
sealed only on account of their sin of robbery. 
On the surface the word “hamas” is often 
translated simply as violence or robbery—
but a closer reading reveals a deeper, more 
universal meaning.

Rav Yosef Zevin (La’Torah V’LaMoadim) 
inquires as to why the final straw was gezel- 
robbery? The people during the generation of 
Noach engaged in many transgressions. Why 

is gezel (robbery) what triggered the flood? 
OSHEK YADEINU 

It is interesting to note that we refer to gezel 
in another very significant context. In the 
Neila tefilla at the conclusion of Yom Kippur 
we no longer recite “Al Chet”, but we do state: 
 which is translated – למען נחדל מעושק ידינו
as - ceasing to steal! At the culmination of Yom 
Kippur, rather than repeating the list of sins 
in which we may have engaged throughout 
the year, all we reference is robbery. Perhaps, 
Rav Zevin suggests, that this is all inclusive. 
Typically, when you have a closing statement 
-it reflects the content of all that pre (חתימה)
cedes it. (הכל הולך אחר החתום). How does 
gezel capture all transgressions, especially 
transgressions between man and God? 

Essentially, each of us is gifted with certain 
capabilities and if we do not utilize our talents 
properly, in our avodat Hashem, we are guilty 
of misappropriating those gifts. When we 
waste time, don’t act properly in shul or in our 
workplace, or engage in inappropriate behav-
ior it is as if we are misusing the valuable tal-
ents God entrusted to us, which is like stealing. 
That is why we reference - oshek- stealing as 
the all-encompassing phrase in Neila. 

HAMAS- GEZEL
Similarly, with respect to the generation of 
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the flood. Hamas- robbery - was the final sin 
that sealed the fate of the generation of Noach. 
It was not merely the acts of theft or cruelty 
between human beings; it was a comprehensive 
corruption of how people related to the world, 
to each other, and to God. In essence, it rep-
resents misappropriation: the taking or wasting 
of that which does not truly belong to us. 

This misappropriation can take many 
forms. It includes the obvious wrongs done 
to others—robbery, deceit, oppression—but 
it also extends to the ways we fail to honor 
the gifts that God has entrusted to us. Talents 
left undeveloped, time wasted, opportunities 
ignored—these, too, are forms of hamas, theft 
from the Divine source of life itself. Just as 
in the final prayers of Yom Kippur, where 
all sins are summarized as Oshek a kind of 
spiritual misappropriation, the Torah teaches 
that the downfall of Noach’s generation was 

ultimately rooted in this misuse.
DIN V’HESHBON

The Gra says that in the future we’re going 
to have to give a Din V’Heshbon (Judgment 
and accounting). Why the double language? 
Din- refers to what we did wrong. Heshbon 
– refers to the good things we could have 
accomplished during the time we engaged 
in transgressions. 

NOACH- MIDRASH
Rav Pam asks how the people in the gen-

eration of Noach were able to fall so low? 
He cites a midrash that states that up until 
Noach, people were born with webbed fin-
gers. Noach was the first individual to be 
born with separate fingers. That enabled 
him to create tools with which to work the 
land and it made it much easier to plow and 
plant. This innovation led to leisure hours. 
People became much more efficient and 

MAKE YOUR SHABBAT ZEMIROT  
MORE MEANINGFUL

Rav Shalom Rosner's insightful explanations 
infuse familiar songs with inspiration.

Available at korenpub.co.il

NEW!



34 TORAH TIDBITS 1632 / NOACH

ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

J E R U S A L E M

R E A L  E S T A T E

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM
OLD KATAMON, ELROI ST. 
4 rooms, high floor, Shabbat  

elevator, panoramic view, quiet  
& central, fully accessible,  

near synagogues, shops & cafes, 
schools & culture. Exclusive!  

Matan 055-4549479

ARNONA, GAD TADESKY ST.
4 rooms, sunny & spacious,  

green surroundings, terrace,  
2 parking spots, storage, near  

public transportation, shops, quality 
synagogues & schools. Exclusive!  

Anita 055-4549429

HARLAP ST 
IN THE BEST LOCATION 
Rare 2.5-room apt. + huge  

surrounding garden, sunny, private 
land, near everything: shops & cafes, 
green parks, synagogues, museums 

& theater, public transportation. 
Exclusive! Moshe 055-4549428

FOR SALE IN GUSH ETZION
BEST DEAL IN EFRAT, HAGEFFEN 

Huge 4.5-room apt, 132 sqm,  
1st floor, sukkah balcony, open view. 

Near synagogue, green parks  
& playgrounds, shops, public  

transportation. Exclusive!  
Sigalit 055-4549459

Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning Mattress

And
more

cleaning
services

CurtainsPolish

050-445-5975
info.talclean@gmail.com

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  V I S I T  W W W . T A L C L E A N . C O . I L

Contact us:

suddenly had a lot of free time on their 
hands. Free time in and of itself is not prob-
lematic. What is problematic is when that 
time is used in the wrong way.

CONCLUSION
The destruction of the generation of Noach 

reminds us that free time, natural talents, 
relationships, and sacred opportunities are 
all entrusted to us, not for personal indulgence 
or neglect, but for meaningful use. When we 
misuse them—by wasting time, ignoring 
responsibilities, or exploiting others—we 
engage in a subtle form of theft that disrupts 
the harmony of life and, ultimately, the society 
we inhabit. The final straw – hamas (theft), was 
a warning to all future generations: integrity 
is measured not only by what we take from 
others, but by how faithfully we steward the 
gifts we have been given. 
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Pinpointing 
Priorities

After the Great Flood that destroyed 
the world, it was time to begin anew and 
rebuild. The Torah tells us, “Vayachel Noach 
ish ha’adamah vayita karem – And Noach 
began to be a master of the soil and he 
planted a vineyard.” (Bereisheet 9:20) Rashi 
notes the curious use of the word “vayachel 
– and he began,” and comments that not 
only does the word mean ‘and he began’ 
but is also connotes “chullin,” an element of 
the mundane and irreverent. “This [can be 
understood as] he made himself profane,” 
for he should have first engaged in planting 
something different. — [Gen. Rabbah 36:3. 
i.e., he should not have planted a vineyard, 
from which wine is produced, but other 
trees.] (Rashi) 

What was so terrible about what Noach 

did? After all, the Midrash teaches us that 
he was instructed to take every species of 
plant and animal into the ark so it could 
be used after the flood. Further, after wit-
nessing such overwhelming devastation, did 
Noach not deserve to relax and find comfort 
in wine to recover from his ordeal? It seems 
overly critical to say that by planting a vine-
yard he desecrated himself.

The famed mashgiach of Yeshivat Mir, 
Rav Yerucham Levovitz zt”l finds two fun-
damental ideas embedded in Rashi’s com-
ment. The first is that “everything follows 
the beginning,” meaning that a thoughtful 
and deliberate start guides the subsequent 
path. Noach was charged with the respon-
sibility to rebuild; thus his first action was 
foundational. 

Rav Scheinerman in Ohel Moshe adds, 
had Noach had a true understanding of the 
significance and magnitude of laying the 
groundwork for the future of civilization, he 
would not have planted grapes, as they carry 
the potential to cause destruction. Noach’s 
chillul, his debasement, was his failure to 
grasp the scope and purpose of his obligation 
to rebuild the world. 

The second idea that Rav Yerucham zt”l 
offers is that one’s choices, however subcon-
sciously driven, indicate a facet of his core 
character. Noach’s first choice, a vineyard, 
suggests a leaning toward capricious or lax 
behavior. We can extend this perspective to 
ourselves; How do we choose our primary 
activities? What motivates our decisions and 
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preferences?
Rav Simcha Wasserman zt”l offers an addi-

tional and fascinating perspective. Noach 
witnessed sweeping destruction. One could 
think that he deserved time to mourn the 
loss and allow himself the distraction of 
wine to help ease his transition back into a 
cultivated world. Here, says Rav Wasserman, 
lay his mistake. In the aftermath of such 
devastation, one cannot yield or succumb 
to nursing wounds and mourning. Rather, 
one must immediately put his efforts into 
reconstruction and rehabilitation. Rav 
Wasserman was known for speaking out 
against the millions of dollars invested into 
memorials for the Holocaust instead of ded-
icating the money to scholarship, education 
and training the new generation with Jewish 
values and pride.

During the month of Elul and the Yamim 
Nora’im, we involve ourselves in efforts to 
realign our mindset and our goals for the 
new year. As we read Parashat Noach we 
are reminded that the choices and decisions 
we make lay the foundations for the year 
ahead. Let us choose wisely, ensuring that 
the foundations are strong and focused with 
the correct priorities. 
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Reb Shlomo Lorincz was known to Klal 
Yisrael as a brilliant shtadlan, a respected 
member of the Knesset for more than thirty 
years, and above all, a confidant of the Gedolei 
Torah in Eretz Yisrael. Many speeches that 
Rabbi Lorincz gave during his decades in the 
Knesset were looked over by the Chazon Ish 
and later by the Brisker Rav, who considered 
him their faithful emissary. A multi volume 
memoir, B’mechitzasam, is a sweeping 
account of some of the political drama and 
religious struggles in the State of Israel. A 
ben Torah through and through, he carried 
the refinement of the Mir in Poland into 
every chapter of his life. Politics may have 
brought him a platform, but Torah remained 
his lifeblood.

After stepping back from public life, Reb 
Shlomo discovered new sweetness in limud 
haTorah, and published Milu’ei Shlomo, a 

sefer discussing sugyas in Gemara that he 
learned with his chavrusa and neighbor, Rav 
Simcha Wasserman, zt’l. 

After the murder of his family (including 
his father and teacher, the great Rav Elchonon 
Hy”d), Rav Simcha Wasserman and his wife 
spent their lives spreading Torah and rebuild-
ing Yeshivos and Kollelim in the United States 
and Eretz Yisrael with incredible sacrifice and 
dedication. For years, Reb Shlomo and Rav 
Simcha sat together, immersed in learning, 
their voices carrying the timeless music of 
chavrusa-shaft. 

On the 2nd day of Cheshvan, 1993, Hashem 
summoned Rav Simcha back to the ‘Yeshivah 
shel Maalah’. Just ten days later, his Rebbetzin, 
Faiga Rochel, followed him. As she and her 
husband had no children, in her final days 
she whispered aloud a prayer that pierced the 
hearts of those who overheard it: ‘Hashem, 
who will keep our memory alive? Who will 
come to daven at our kevarim?’After the 
passing of his precious friends, Reb Shlomo 
gathered his children together and revealed 
something that stunned them. Though he 
owned a family plot on Har HaZeisim, the 
Mount of Olives in the Old City of Jerusalem, 
he had purchased a new chelek on Har HaMe-
nuchos — so that he could be buried, together 
with his Rebbetzin, alongside Rav Simcha and 
Rebbetzin Faiga Rochel.

Noach: Second Chances

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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He explained this to his children with the 
conviction of a man who had once persuaded 
governments, yet now speaking only as a 
father and eternal friend: “Rav Simcha and 
the Rebbetzin had no children. Who will 
come to daven by their kevarim? You, my 
children, will. Each time you come to us, you 
will stop and say a kapitel Tehillim at their 
kever too. This way, they will never be alone!”

And so it was.
Rav Simcha had been niftar on the second 

of Cheshvan, and his Rebbetzin soon after. 
Seventeen years later, Reb Shlomo himself 
left this world — on Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan. 
According to minhag Yerushalayim, children 
don’t visit the cemetery on Rosh Chodesh. 
Therefore, each year the Lorincz family goes 
instead on the following day — the second of 
Cheshvan, Rav Simcha’s yahrtzeit.

In this way, with breathtaking hashgachah 
pratis, Reb Shlomo’s final wish, and Rebbetzin 
Wasserman’s prayers, were fulfilled: every 
year, the Lorincz family gathers not only to 
honor their father’s memory, but to remem-
ber and honor his beloved chavrusa, Rav 
Simcha and Rebbetzin Wasserman.

As the world unravelled around them, 
becoming emptied of life and creation, Noach 

and his family were sealed in the Ark. Inside, 
while the flood waters raged, there was no 
rest. The Midrash tells us that Noach and 
his family were busy day and night, feeding 
the animals that they had corralled onto the 
Teivah, each creature receiving according to 
its need. 

Rav Simcha Wasserman would often 
remind his talmidim that the Teivah was 
more than a floating shelter constructed to 
save humanity and perpetuate Creation, it 
was an incubator of values, specifically to 
train Noach in the midah and modality of 
chessed. The world was rebuilt not through 
brilliance, strength, nor innovation, but 
through acts of kindness, tending to the needs 
of others, including the animals. The world 
is created and recreated through chesed and 
caring, as Rav Wasserman is quoted in the 
book Reb Simcha Speaks: “The Torah begins 
with chessed and ends with chessed. A life of 
Torah means living for the other — making 
their needs our own.” May we be zocheh to 
continue to rebuild the world with kindness, 
merit long and fulfilled lives, with good 
friends and good news to share. 
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Parashat Bereishit recounts the three sem-
inal failures that shaped the early history of 
humankind. The first failure unfolds in Gan 
Eden, when Adam defies Hashem’s direct 
command, surrendering to desire rather than 
submitting to divine authority. The second 
follows soon after, when Kayin commits 
the first murder, disregarding the voice of 
moral conscience. Even without an explicit 
command prohibiting bloodshed, such an 
act should have been obviously immoral. 
The third tragedy appears toward the end 
of the parashah: powerful men seize women 
and claim them as they please, desecrating 
the sanctity of marriage. Power, once unre-
strained, corrodes both judgment and spirit.

These three personal collapses—theolog-
ical, moral, and social—compel Hashem to 
reconsider His original vision for humanity, 
curbing the human lifespan to one hundred 
and twenty years.

By contrast, Parashat Noach chronicles 
not personal breakdowns but collective col-
lapse. An entire generation decays morally, 
compelling a divine reset of creation itself. 
The saga continues with the Tower of Bavel, 
where humanity unites with remarkable 
coordination and purpose, only to channel 
its ambition toward rebellion—imagining 

that it could scale the heavens and replace 
Hashem. In response, Hashem disperses 
them into seventy nations scattered across 
the earth.

At this point, after the failures of Bereishit 
and Noach, it becomes clear that a new 
plan for humanity is required. Rather than 
expecting all of humankind to live by divine 
ideals, Hashem selects one man to discover 
Him and to inspire a moral and monotheistic 
revolution. That man, Avraham, would estab-
lish a family, a clan, and ultimately a nation. 
Avraham emerges from the moral wreckage 
of Bereishit and Noach—the world having 
been rebooted and its peoples redistributed. 
Amid the ruins of these ethical and spiritual 
collapses, Avraham is summoned to journey 
to the Land of Hashem and to inaugurate 
Jewish history.

Bereishit and Noach are stories of failure, 
while Lech Lecha launches the response—the 
unveiling of “Plan B” through the selection 
of Avraham. Humanity collapses, but from 
its ruins rises a single man who restores 
faith, rebuilds morality, and begins the long 
journey of redemption.

Yet within Parashat Noach, two figures 
seem to belong to the emerging world of 
Avraham. Their stories suggest that Lech 

Before The Avot:  
First Founders of Judaism
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Lecha does not erase the past or begin upon 
a blank slate. Rather, two personalities from 
Noach play a crucial role in shaping the Jew-
ish future and legacy. They do not encounter 
Hashem as Avraham does, nor do they attain 
his sweeping moral grandeur, yet they plant 
the qualities essential for the nation that 
Avraham will soon build.

THE PATH OF SHEM
Shem appears in Parshat Noach and then 

largely disappears from the rest of Sefer Bere-
ishit. According to Chazal, he was a deeply 
righteous figure and a spiritual leader in the 
postdiluvian world. He is often identified 
with Malki-Tzedek, king of Shalem, who 
blesses Avraham after the war of the four 
kings, serving both as a “priest to G-d” and 
as a moral-spiritual guide to the emerging 
generations.

Chazal also teach that Shem, together 
with his great-grandson Ever, established a 
yeshiva—known as the Beit Midrash of Shem 
v’Ever—where, according to our Masorah, 
both Avraham and Yaakov studied Torah. Yet 
the Torah itself records only Shem’s behavior 
in the immediate aftermath of the Flood, leav-
ing the rest of his story to Torah sheb’al peh. 
What we do witness is Noach planting a vine-
yard, an image reminiscent of the dawn of 
creation, when Hashem had planted trees in 
the newly formed world of Gan Eden. This 
Gan Eden-like moment holds the promise 
of a new beginning—a second chance for 
humanity to repair the failures of the first.

Tragically, the renewal falters. Instead of 
focusing on rebuilding civilization, Noach 
sinks into drunkenness, lying uncovered 
and humiliated in his tent. His son Cham 
witnesses the shame and rushes to tell his 
brothers instead of acting swiftly to protect 

his father’s dignity. Shem and Yefet enter the 
tent walking backward, unwilling to gaze 
upon their father’s nakedness, and quickly 
cover him to end the disgrace.

For his failure to respond appropriately, 
Cham is cursed and condemned to servitude, 
while Shem and Yefet are blessed. Although 
the Torah describes their actions together, 
Chazal discern a difference: Shem was the 
principal actor, while Yefet followed his lead. 
It is this instinct for reverence and restraint 
that marks Shem as the ancestor of Avra-
ham—the man who would restore holiness 
to human history. In this moment, Shem 
became our founding ancestor—not one of 
the Avot, but the progenitor of the values that 
would shape the Jewish people.

In Parashat Ha‘azinu, the Torah describes 
the scattering of the generation of the Tower 
of Bavel:
בלֵֵּוּת  נֵֵי אָָדָָם, יָָצַַב גְּ�ּ הִִּפְְרִִידוֹֹ בְּ�ְ וֹֹּגּיִִם, בְּ� הַַּנְְחָָל הָָעֶֶלְְיוֹֹן  בְּ�

)Devarim 32:8( רָָׂאֵֵל נֵֵּי יִִשְׂ� ר בְּ� ּ ים לְְמִִסְְפַּ� עַַמִּ�ּ
“When the Most High apportioned the 

nations, when He separated the children of 
man, He set the boundaries of the peoples 
according to the number of the children of 
Israel.”

Rashi observes that this verse raises an 
implicit question: if humanity had fallen 
so deeply, why didn’t Hashem destroy the 
generation of Migdal Bavel as He had the 
generation of Noach? Rashi explains that 
Hashem chose to preserve humanity because 
the Jewish nation was destined to descend 
from Shem. It was Shem’s moral sensitivity 
and respect toward his father that laid the 
foundation for the future character and 
identity of the Jewish people.

RESTORING HUMANITY’S IMAGE
Shem’s behavior i l lustrates two 
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fundamental traits of Jewish identity. His 
modesty and careful covering of his father 
reflected an awareness of the sanctity of 
human beings—the tzelem Elokim. In the 
aftermath of the Flood, when most of human-
ity had perished and the survivors endured 
the cramped, suffocating confines of the Ark, 
it was far from obvious that human beings 
were meant to be treated with inherent dig-
nity. Shem’s actions preserved this vision and 
provided a model for the moral and ethical 
legacy that would define his descendants.

Noach did little to restore this vision. Instead 
of employing his G-d-given traits—vision, 
hard work, creativity, and hope—he planted 
grapes and indulged his sorrow in alcohol. His 
unclothed state and drunkenness represented 
a nadir in human dignity and the awareness of 
tzelem Elokim. Shem’s immediate and respect-
ful response, entering the tent without gazing 
at his father’s disgrace, became a moment of 
restoration of human dignity.

This ethic became central to Shem’s 
descendants: the belief that Hashem endows 
humans with distinctive traits, granting both 
dignity and moral responsibility. Unlike 
animals, who act on instinct, humans are 
expected to exercise free will and moral 
conscience in the pursuit of something higher 
and eternal.

Over the past two years, we have defended 
the value of tzelem Elokim, confronting forces 
that demean human life, glorify death over 
life, and fail to honor the sacred creation of 
Hashem. Shem’s example remains a touch-
stone for restoring and upholding human 
dignity.

FAMILY AND FAITH
The second trait that Shem establishes at 

the core of human identity—and ultimately 

at the core of Jewish identity—is respect for 
his father. Up to this point, the Torah presents 
few examples of meaningful father-child rela-
tionships. We wonder about Adam’s role in 
the tragedy of Kayin and Hevel: where was 
he during this moral collapse? Would he have 
intervened? Did Kayin ever return to seek his 
father’s forgiveness? We witness Lemech nav-
igating complex relationships with his wives 
while his children master crafts and music. 
These stories unfold in parallel, yet without 
any meaningful parent-child interactions to 
provide moral guidance or nurture character. 
Cham fails to uphold the simplest duty: pro-
tecting his father’s dignity. He hesitates, gawk-
ing at Noach instead of acting. By contrast, 
Shem responds with immediate reverence, 
honoring both human dignity and kibbud 
av va’em, the sacred respect due to a parent. 
Without this foundation, family building 
cannot commence. Up to this point in 
Bereishit, no fully healthy family structure 
exists. By honoring his father, Shem estab-
lishes the foundation for functioning fam-
ilies—the primary vehicle through which 
moral and spiritual values are transmitted. 
Bereishit is less a book of abstract theology 
than a book of family. It chronicles the 
struggles of our Avot to navigate human com-
plexity: tension between children, multiple 
wives, succession crises, and the challenges 
of building households. Families serve as a 
microcosm for the covenantal relationship 
with Hashem, nurturing loyalty, selflessness, 
and devotion. Without Shem’s moral exam-
ple, these traits cannot take root.

For these reasons, Shem may be called the 
“proto-founder” of the Jewish people—a term 
meaning that while he did not formally dis-
cover Hashem or establish the covenant, he 
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laid the essential moral and spiritual ground-
work. His recognition of the tzelem Elokim 
and his reverent care for his father created 
the conditions in which Avraham could later 
fulfill his historic role. Shem planted the seeds 
from which the Jewish nation would ulti-
mately grow, making him an indispensable 
forerunner of the covenantal project.

ANCIENT ECHO
We all know who Terach was. The Midrash 

tells the famous story that he was a priest 
who craved idols and encouraged pagan rites. 
He even denounced his own son, Avram, 
for believing in one G-d, condemning him 
to certain death—a fate averted only by a 
miraculous divine intervention. As we recite 
during the Pesach seder:
רַַּח אֲֲבִִי  מִִתְְחִִילָָה עֻֻבְְדַַת עֲֲבוֹֹדָָה זָָרָָה הָָיּוּ אֲֲבוֹֹתֵֵינּוּ, תֶּ�

אַַבְְרָָהָָם
“At first, our ancestors served other—Ter-

ach, the father of Abraham.”
Yet the Torah omits this sordid history, 

as well as the story of the idolatrous priest-
hood. Instead, we see Terach beginning 
the journey with his family from Aram 
Naharim toward the Land of Israel. He 
stops in Charan, and ultimately his son 
Avraham completes the journey. Still, 
Terach began the process. Though he was 
a pagan who had not discovered the one 
G-d, he felt a tug in his heart toward the 
Land of Hashem. He was the first to start 
the journey—the initial stirrings of aliyah. 
Evidently, Hashem creates within the Jewish 
heart the ability to respond to the pull of this 
Land, even when that heart is not yet fully 
attuned to ritual or belief. There is an ancient 
echo in the Jewish soul, a commitment to this 
Land that transcends formal observance.

We have witnessed this echo amplified 

across history. The great heroes who led the 
Jewish people back to Israel and helped reset-
tle the Land were not always fully observant 
of Torah law or halachic practice. Yet they 
were devoted to the Land and to the people. 
In their own way, they were modern-day 
“Terachs”: their motivation to return was 
deeply rooted, visceral, and instinctual—
even if not entirely religiously articulated. 
Their movement laid the groundwork for the 
covenantal journey that their descendants 
would continue, each step echoing the ancient 
stirrings of a heart drawn toward the Land 
of Hashem.

These are the two founding ancestors of 
Parshat Noach—two people who gave rise to 
the man who would revolutionize religion 
and history. Each contributed foundational 
features of Jewish identity. Shem exemplified 
tzelem Elokim at a moment when human dig-
nity had been degraded. He was also the first 
to honor a parent, providing the essential plat-
form for family life. Terach, though a pagan, 
felt the call of Israel in his heart and began 
the journey toward the Land of Hashem. 
Together, these two set the stage for Jewish 
history. They are the twin heroes of Parshat 
Noach. 
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Tzitzit tying with Ruti 
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin

no experience needed

Mondays 1:15-4pm 
Wednesdays 12-3pm

TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT 
Josh Churney 054-281-4604 or donate online: 

https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

TUE. OCT. 21 - RABBI BREITOWITZ’S SHIUR 
Dedicated anonymously for the refuah shleima of  

Oksana bat Bluma and Evelina bat Galina

TUE. OCT. 21 - RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR 
Sponsored (Anonymously) Lilui Nishmat  

Reb Avraham Yehuda ben Menachem zl for his yahrzeit

TUE. SHIUR - RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN 
 Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year by the

 Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families in memory of 
Mel & Sylvia David z"l 

 מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה, ז"ל 
צביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל, ז"ל

RABBI ADLER’S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year by the Frist family  

in memory of their beloved daughter and sister  
Elisheva Frist z”l - אלישבע סימא בת זלמן זל

RABBI MANNING'S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year לעילוי נשמת  

ברנה בת ברנדית ע''ה וזליג בן קלמן זייל

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year לעילו נשמת

מרים בת אברהם ע''ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז''ל 

RABBI TAUB'S WEEKLY THUR.  
PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR 

Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

RABBI KAHN'S SHIUR 
Dedicated for the Refuah Shleimah of our  

granddaughter - Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona
Rabbi Michael & Jeri Laxmeter

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001





60 TORAH TIDBITS 1632 / NOACH

HAFTORAH BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

INSIGHTS DIRECTOR,  
OU WOMEN’S INITIATIVE

YESHAYAHU 54:1 - 55:5

נָָיִִךְְ לוֹֹם בָּ�ָ ְ דֵֵּוּּמּי ה’ וְְרַַב שְׁ� נַַיִִךְְ לִִ וְְכָָל־בָּ�ָ

And all your children shall be disciples of 
Hashem, And great shall be the peace of your 
children.  (Yeshayahu 54:13)

The blessing of peace is woven throughout 
our tefillot — concluding the Shemoneh Esrei, 
punctuating Birkat Kohanim, and echoing 
in countless verses and prayers. We yearn 
for a world of ultimate peace — a time and 
space where harmony prevails, and all dwell 
together beneath a shared canopy of under-
standing and unity.

Our Haftorah, with its tone of consolation, 
supports this vision: ְְנָָיִִך לוֹֹם בָּ�ָ ְ  peace — וְְרַַב שְׁ�
will be rav, abundant and far-reaching among 
your children. Yet in his Iyunei Haftorah, 

Rav Avraham Rivlin, longtime Mashgiach of 
Yeshivat Kerem B’Yavneh, offers a subtle and 
profound insight. He reads rav not as “much,” 
but as “many.” Can peace, he asks, be many?

If peace can be many, it suggests multiplic-
ity — that peace exists not as a single, static 
state but in many forms. Rav Rivlin explains 
that peace is multi-dimensional, composed 
of layers and levels of harmony: between 
nations, within communities, among friends, 
and inside the human heart. Each form of 
peace demands balance — a careful dance 
between differing needs, values, and goals.

True shalom emerges when we acknowl-
edge and honor the presence of the many 
— when we forgo the narrowness of self and 
make space for the other. The rav — the mul-
titude of perspectives and desires — becomes 
absorbed into the wholeness of shalom.

Today, as we continue to pray for shalom, 
this vision feels especially urgent. The call 
for ְְנָָיִִך לוֹֹם בָּ�ָ ְ  is not only for vast peace וְְרַַב שְׁ�
but for many “peaces” — the restoration of 
calm to broken hearts, safety to our children, 
unity within our people, and quiet strength 
for those who defend our Land. Each layer of 

Dimensions of  
Divine Harmony





62 TORAH TIDBITS 1632 / NOACH

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL

Gentle, hands-on downsizing help for seniors and their families.
We make the move to retirement or assisted living easy,

emotionally and practically

From sorting to settling in, we handle it all, 
with care and compassion.

Call Karen Furman today and make this transition 
peaceful, not stressful.

SIMPLIFY THE MOVE — KEEP THE MEMORIES

(+972) 058-716-3405
karenfurman.com
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 Flawless finishes
that add elegance
to any space. Wall
& Ceiling repairs
Smoothing,
Straightening,
and perfecting
every surface.
Spackling & Prep
Work- Because
the foundation
matters.  DAVID KUSHNER 

 We can rescue any wall or ceiling.
 058-661-0728

בס”ד
OPTIONTO USEAMERICAN

IMPORTEDPAINT!

PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS 

THE WALL
DOCTOR
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

simchat shmuel

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITIATIVES,
OU ISRAEL

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Parshat Noach begins, with the world 
about to be imperiled, even face the brink 
of destruction, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
instructing Noach to build a teiva, which will 
not only offer shelter and protection during 
the onslaught of rain and flood that is about 
to descend upon earth, but also ensure the 
survival of humanity and many other species 
of animals.

In the directives as to how Noach should 
construct the teiva, Hashem tells Noach: 

Tzohar Taaseh LaTeiva-you shall make a 
light for the teiva.... 

What was this tzohar, the source of light, 
that Noach placed within the teiva? Rashi 
offers two potential interpretations: Accord-
ing to one opinion it was a window, while 
according to others the tzohar was a precious 
stone that shined brightly and lit up the teiva.

Each of these interpretations leaves us to 
ask a fundamental question. How could one 
window or one shiny jewel provide sufficient 
light for a massive structure with multiple 
stories and compartments?

The Baal Shem Tov HaKadosh zy’a, offers 
a beautiful answer to this very question. 
Noach’s mission was to take a world of mis-
ery- tzarah - and transform it to a world of 
light. The word tzohar is made up of the same 
letters as the word tzarah. Noach’s mission 
is indeed to transform darkness and misery 
to light. 

The Baal Shem Tov continued to explain 
that the word teiva can also simply mean-
word. The Baal Shem Tov explains that when 
we recite words of tefila or divrei torah they 
metaphysically serve as a source of light not 
only for ourselves but for the entire world.

There is a fascinating teaching in the 
Zohar HaChadash that offers an interesting 
take on the entire narrative of Noach. Upon 
emerging from the teiva and witnessing the 
destruction in the world following the flood, 
Noach began to weep, and then called out to 
Hashem- questioning how it could be that 
the world was decimated. Hashem, according 
to this teaching, answers Noach, calling him 
a foolish servant- I told you that you were 

 Injury & Health Claims
Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice

 Work Accidents |  Negligence &
Insurance | Bituach Leumi

Netanel Shimoff Avia Azoulay
Civil & Commercial 

Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts 
 Dispute Resolution & Litigation  

Wills & Estates

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
02-5660002        King George 16 A Jerusalem        Office@aslegal.co.il         aslegal.co.il 
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righteous before me, and that the world was 
destined for destruction, and you did nothing! 
You had the capacity to daven and intercede, 
and you did nothing to convince me that the 
world was worth protecting!

 Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, zy’a 
points out something interesting in this teach-
ing. In not advocating at all, by not making 
any effort whatsoever to show concern for 
others, Noach was not simply selling others 
short, but rather was selling himself short! 
Noach simply did not understand or believe 
that he, as a righteous person, had the ability 
to both advocate for or influence others! He 
simply didn’t understand that he, like each 
of us, can indeed make a difference-that we 
are all given the gift of koach hatefila, the 
power of tefila, to transform ourselves, and 
transform the world!

Perhaps each of these ideas presented by 
the holy Baal Shem Tov and the Kedushat Levi, 
can be a source of much chizuk for each of us.

 Yehi Ratzon, may the light that each of us 
can continue to bring to the world through 
our words of tefila and through sharing divrei 
Torah with one another be a source of chizuk 
for each of us and for the entire world. May the 
heartfelt tefilot we utter, and the words of Torah 
indeed shine bright, may they be a source of 
illumination which outshines any suffering and 
darkness, and may these sacred words of tefila 
and divrei torah, contribute to the betterment 
of humanity and the entire world. 

FOR
SALE

GIVAT MORDECHAI, JERUSALEM

₪ 6,000,000

Spacious  garden apartment, renovated, parking .
Move-in ready, balcony, prime location

5 rooms | 121 sqm + 80 sqm garden | Ground Floor

FOR
SALE

TAMAR, EFRAT

₪ 5,850,000

Spacious semi-detached home in a prime location.
150 sqm garden with fruit trees | Private parking.

160 sqm | 6 rooms + attic (option for extra rooms) 

FOR
SALE

ZAYIT , EFRAT

₪ 4,850,000

Spacious penthouse duplex, Large sukkah balcony, 
parking & storage. Bright, renovated,  well-maintained

 

6  rooms | approx. 160 sqm 

FOR
SALE

RECHAVIA , JERUSALEM

₪ 5,350,000

Rare 3-room apartment in Rehavia near Shaarei Chesed.
Bright, private, renovated, 2 sukkah balconies,

3 rooms | 2.5 floors | 75 sqm

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of Zayit, Efrat. 
Spacious apartments, breathtaking views.

ESTIMATED COST:  ₪ 1,990,000
For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking and sukkah balcony.

FOR
SALE

MITSPE YERICHO

₪ 3,800,000

3-story home  with rooftop and safe room.4 bedrooms, 
solid build, expansion potential, ready to move in.

7 rooms | 220 sqm | 3 floors

KATAMON, JERUSALEM

₪ 4,050,000

3 rooms | 80 sqm | Ground floor out of 3
Renovated apartment full of light. Spacious sukkah

 balcony, bars, , parking used as a storage
FOR
SALE

www.noamhomes.com

+972 52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com

FOR
SALE

DAGAN, EFRAT

₪  8,900,000

Spacious semi-detached home with stunning views.
 Large kitchen & living room |  Option to expand basement.

 6 bedrooms | Garden with sukkah | Parking

NACHLAOT JERUSALEM
FOR
SALE

₪ 2,290,000

Charming 2-room, , 4 sqm balcony, AC, elevator, 
quiet street, modern kitchen. 

2 rooms| 45 sqm | 1st Floor

BEITH HAKEREM, JERUSALEM
FOR
SALE

₪ 2,970,000

Sunny apartment with new kitchen, storage,  parking.
Quiet area, perfect for families, wheelchair accessible.

 3 Rooms | 71 sqm | 1st floor out of 3

FOR
SALE

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

₪ 12,600,000

 Private house |8 Units | 214 sqm | 3.5 levels
138 sqm private lot,  ~30 sqm sukkah terrace, open 

view to Sacher Park , 30,000 nis/month rental income.

Handicapped senior needs basic 
help with setting up her tablet

Lives in Sanhdria Hamurchevet 
If you are able to help,  

please call Bracha at 052 850 2176
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LIFE SETTLEMENTS
Do you have a life insurance policy you:

• No longer want?
• No longer need?

• Can no longer afford the premium?
• Could you use extra money  

instead of keeping your policy?
I can guarantee that if you qualify with the 

underwriting process I can get you more money 
than if you cash it in with the company. 

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

Premiummoving.co.il   053-7272-815 

PREMIUM
MOVING & STORAGE
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Roots & Wings: Aliyah in the Third Age, Miriam Naiman, Senior Advisor at Nefesh B’Nefesh

Strengthening Minds: How social ties reduce dementia risk, Rivka A. Levron, MD, PhD 

PANEL- “The Fragile Frontier” From Independence to Interdependence-The Challenges of Aging

ConnectTech: Using Technology to Facilitate Social Connectedness, Roy Koren, CEO SeniorMarket

Wednesday, November 5, 2025  

Registration required by October 29
 To register- https://bit.ly/connection32025

Sara Leah    Cracau, Adv.

Nefesh B’Nefesh, Jerusalem

For more information:
Sara Leah Cracau: cracau@gmail.com   Rena Yudkowsky: rena@renayudkowsky.com

Me, Myself, and Memoir: The power of our stories, Sara Miriam Gross, writer, editor, and Narrative Therapist

Memory Matters: Why did I come to the fridge? 4 techniques to improve memory, Rena Yudkowsky, MSW

Designing for Connection: Fostering social connectedness through physical space, Tehilla Miller, interior designer

Lens & Legacy: Showing the beauty of aging through the lens of the camera, Yael Pinsky, Pinsky Photography

Changing of the Guards: Using law & mediation to prevent/resolve conflict,  Sara Leah Cracau, Lawyer & Mediator

Program:
Torah Perspective on Aging: A special presentation

 Dairy lunch included (Badatz Rubin)
10:00 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

120 NIS

 Connection³
 Celebrating: Connectedness, Cognition & Creativity

Connection³ reimagines aging as a time of creativity, connection, and
cognitive vitality. Designed for women 55+, it fosters meaningful dialogue,

inspires new perspectives on aging, and empowers participants to lead
more engaged and fulfilling lives with practical tools.

A Symposium for Women on Aging

Thank you to our sponsors and collaborators:
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER
EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM SHUL
BAKA, JERUSALEM

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

Making a 
World of a 
Difference

Two legendary figures: Noach and Avra-
ham. For generations, great minds have 
compared and contrasted their lives. Some 
have argued for Noach’s 
remarkable righteousness, 
as he rose above the mire 
of depravity and sinfulness 
that surrounded him. Others 
have minimized his spiritual 
accomplishments, which pale 
in comparison to Avraham’s. 
Rashi draws our attention 
to the fact that Noach is said 
to have walked “with God” 
(Genesis 6:9), while Avraham 
walked “before God” (Genesis 24:40 and 
see 17:1). He explains that Noach needed 
help to be righteous, while Avraham drew 
strength from within to follow his path of 
righteousness unassisted.1

Rav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook per-
ceived a more profound difference reflected 
by the Torah’s choice of words.2 Penetratingly, 
he said that walking “with God” is fulfilling 

1. Rashi on Genesis 6:9, s.v. את האלוהים התהלך נח.
2. The remarks below are based on Midbar 
Shur, derush 13.

God’s spiritual demands of the generation—
no small feat—but no more. Noach did not 
take the initiative and elevate those around 
him; he boxed himself in, psychologically 
and physically on the ark, satisfied at having 
strenuously maintained the status quo. The 
opening verse emphasizes that Noach was 
“righteous in his generation” (Genesis 6:9), 
suggesting that he was resigned to the fact 
that little could be done to pull his contempo-
raries out of their quicksand of immorality. 

Avraham, on the other hand, 
although absolutely loyal to 
God’s word, struck out on his 
own. He risked acting inde-
pendently and creatively to 
better the world around him, 
as when he appointed himself 
the defense for an urban con-
federacy of sinners.

The Sages say that Avraham 
observed the entire Torah even 
before it was revealed at Sinai.3 

Rav Kook took this to mean that Avraham 
was determined to speed up the process of 
divine revelation, to hasten the existential 
perfection and rectification of the world 
that in the divine plan was meant to occur 
only later. He laid the groundwork for this by 
sharing divine wisdom with and raising up 
the spirit of his generation. Walking “before 
God” is to act independently while bearing 
God’s teachings and goals in mind, and, in a 

3. Mishnah, Kidushin, 4:14.

Rav Abraham Isaac Kook zt”l

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
LET’S GRAB A COFFEE and see if you now need 
newer skills to compete with the natives, 
outsmart the hiring culture and grab the jobs 
they never post. For years, I’ve trained 
Americans and Israelis to stop hiding behind 
screens and interview top hiring managers   
נִים אֶל, נִים  פָּ פָּ  learn what they want and sell yourself like a 

pro, get paid what you’re worth and celebrate your lucky 
break as yet another of God’s gifts to you. ! רוּךְ הֲשֶם יוֹם יוֹם   בָּ   
Call my Jerusalem office or WhatsApp 052.306.1783. שלמה   

  
  

 

DO YOU THANK GOD YOU’RE IN ISRAEL            
BUT THE JOB-SEARCH IS KILLING YOU?   

          “When it comes to the job market, Shlomo is the מֶלֶך.”—Rabbi Aryeh Ronay 
 



OU ISRAEL CENTER 69

way, it is even to precede God. 
Avraham’s expansive idealism enabled 

him to recognize the raw spiritual potential 
latent in himself and in his generation. He 
firmly believed that every individual could 
strengthen and stretch their spiritual muscles 
to meet Olympic benchmarks. Not only was 
he convinced that humanity could better 
itself, but he believed that humanity could 
be catapulted to awesome heights. Avraham 
entertained visions of grandeur about the 
world.

Not long ago, Rav Kook, himself an Avra-
ham, followed in our forefather’s footsteps 
and walked “before God.” He discerned the 
amazing vitality and profound potential of 
the soul of the Jewish nation. After our tor-
tuous and torturous exile, his lofty teachings, 
which radiate love for others, have been a 

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
aarong@ouisrael.org  at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.

boon to the rejuvenation of our national 
spirit. Two great Avrahams, the first Jew in 
history and the first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi 
of pre-state Israel, had the firm conviction 
that every individual has the power to effect 
revolutionary change. 

We are all called to walk Avraham’s path. 
Judaism is a faith for those who seek to 
change the world. To be a Jew is to seek to 
make a difference, to change lives for the bet-
ter, to heal the scars of our fractured world. 
We are not meant to ride the tide, alone, but 
to be a tide that raises all boats. 
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Izzy Leizerowitz
+972 52 682-9367

USA (786) 385-8859
info@keteradvisors.comBROKER - OWNER

FEE: 2% + VAT

 

Israel Real Estate
Is Open For Business

Jerusalem -   3.8M NIS
Netanya   -   3.3M NIS
Ra’anana  -   3.59M NIS
Tel Aviv   -   5.4M NIS
Hadera -     3.3M NIS
Nth. Haifa -   1.70M NIS
Kinneret   -   2.0M NIS
Rehovot   -   3.15M NIS
Neve Shamir - 2.9M NIS
Ashkelon  -  3.25M NIS
Efrat - New Zayit Project
Zichron Yaakov - Land
125 sq meters  - (1/8 dunam) – 70,000₪
250 sq meters - (1/4 dunam) – 130,000₪
500 sq meters - (1/2 dunam) – 240,000₪
1,000 sq meters -(1 dunam) – 450,000₪

  

We Have New Projects 
   & Resales

  3 Bedrooms From:

Many Projects Offer: *
Flexible Down Payment
No Construction Index
Builder Held Loans
Flexible Payment Options
*Varies By Project & Builder 

KETER will cover your home
inspection (up to ₪4,000)**
 ** Terms and conditions apply
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The Professional Choice
for your Building's 
Va'ad HaBayit

Peace of Mind 
for Jerusalem’s 
Finest Homes

Financial Transparency 
- every shekel 
accounted for!

Every detail of your 
building managed 

flawlessly

Dedicated personal 
service for residents 

and owners

077-2307976CALL US
office@mlgprime.co.ilmlgprime.co.il

Get in touch today for a quote and professional building assessment.
Discover how we can help improve and maintain your investment.
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From the Virtual Desk of the

OU VEBBE REBBE
Rav Daniel Mann

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
RAV DANIEL MANN

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Mincha  
after Sunset 
Question: I am careful to finish Mincha by 

shki’ah (sunset), but one day I remembered a 
few minutes after it, that I had not davened. 
I decided to daven then with the following 
condition – if it was still time for Mincha, it 
should count, and if it was too late, it should 
be a tefillat nedava (voluntary prayer). Was 
that correct? Also, what was I supposed to do 
when I went to daven Ma’ariv, considering 
that I am unsure if I fulfilled Mincha? 

Answer: Indeed, one should daven Min-
cha by shki’ah. Although the Rama (Orach 
Chayim 233:1) says that those who daven 
Mincha after plag hamincha (now widely 

practiced) have until [close to?] tzeit hako-
chavim, the Mishna Berura (233:14) argues 
that one must daven by shki’ah. However, 
at least for several minutes after sunset, it 
is possible that b’di’eved one may still daven 
Mincha (ibid.).

You seem aware of the above and do not 
want to rely on the opinions (many do for at 
least several minutes) that when one must 
daven Mincha after shki’ah, he may assume 
it works. Your idea of dealing with the doubt 
contains positive points. Let us analyze it and 
determine how you should have proceeded.

Classical sources discuss tefillat nedava 
in two cases – #1. One who is unsure if he 
already davened may do Shemoneh Esrei 
(=SE) as a nedava; #2. One who wants to 
daven a second time and adds new elements 
to SE (Shulchan Aruch, OC 107:1, based on 
Berachot 21a). Your idea relates to #1, with 
the doubt being not whether the tefilla is 
necessary but whether it works as desired 
(for Mincha). There is no clear precedent 
for a tefillat nedava at a time that is not 
viable for tefilla, but your assumption (the 
Be’ur Halacha to 233:1 concurs), is that if it 
is too late for Mincha, it must be possible to 
daven Ma’ariv. Your nedava faces another 
challenge. If your tefilla did not work for 
Mincha, it is nedava of Ma’ariv … before 
you do the obligated Ma’ariv. This might 
be possible (see Ohalei Shimon, Tefilla 20), 
but it is difficult to determine if all agree 
with this possibility.

We now follow your system to Ma’ariv. 

Rabbi Immanuel Bernstein 
Zoom Parsha Shiur
Monday Evenings at 8pm

For Link Visit: journeysintorah.com
Discover a New Dimension  

in the Weekly Parsha!
ALL WELCOME
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Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by  
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare 
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad. 
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

If your tefilla did not count for Mincha, you 
needed SE at Ma’ariv twice, the second as 
tashlumin (makeup) of Mincha (Shulchan 
Aruch, OC 108:2), for a total of three SEs that 
evening. On the other hand, you could not be 
sure the third one is necessary, because if the 
first counted for Mincha, no tashlumin was 
necessary. Therefore, the third tefilla would 
also need to be to be done as a tefillat nedava 
(a variation of scenario #1 above). 

However, poskim (see Ishei Yisrael 27:6) do 
not embrace your system of dealing with the 
safek, but that of the Be’ur Halacha (ibid.). He 
says that post-ski’ah SE should be on condi-
tion that if it does not work for obligatory 
Mincha, it should be for obligatory Ma’ariv. 
If the first was for Ma’ariv, then you missed 
Mincha and the later SE (which will be pre-
ceded by Kri’at Shema and its berachot) will 
be tashlumin of Mincha.

The Be’ur Halacha’s system has weak 
points if your first tefilla did not fulfill Min-
cha. SE of tashlumin should be directly after 
the SE of the present tefilla (Mishna Berura 
108:15). In this case, if the SE after shki’ah 
ended up being for Ma’ariv, then the tashlu-
min, done with the Ma’ariv of everyone else, 
is likely to be several minutes and perhaps 
much more after the first SE. However, when 
need be, there can be a break, as long as it is 
within the timeframe of Ma’ariv (ibid.). Also, 
Kri’at Shema and its berachot will turn out 
to be (perhaps, significantly) after the main 
SE of Ma’ariv (the first tefilla). Once again, 
while not ideal (Shulchan Aruch, OC 236:2), 

it is permitted when there is need (ibid. 3).
The Be’ur Halacha avoids two weaknesses 

in your system that exist even if, as is likely, 
your first tefilla worked for Mincha. 1) You 
need three SEs instead of two; 2) We try to 
avoid tefillat nedava, which should ideally be 
done only if one concentrates throughout SE 
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 107:4). 

While we can further debate the merits of 
each system, we expect that next time you 
will follow the Be’ur Halacha. 

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English  

or Hebrew contact: 
Eretz Hemdah–Gazit 

Rabbinical Court 
077-215-8-215 • Fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

Flawless 
Service  

25 years+Buying             

Highest Prices      Paid
Member  
Diamond  

 Club

Gold, Jewelry, Silver
WANTEDWANTED

(All  
Types)

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,  
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

*** Alan Sussman, “The Collector” ***
-------------------

052-854-4504
Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

בס״ד
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Hallel askes: I have a difficulty with one 
of the candidates I represent, I feel he isn’t 
giving me honest answers. He tends to avoid 
my questions, and I admit that I also judge 
him because I see him as overly critical 
and not very self-aware. At the same time, 
I truly care about him and sincerely want 
to help him find his wife. How can I repair 
the relationship between us so I can better 
support him?

Aleeza answers: Thank you for such an 
honest and vulnerable question. You’re 
describing something many shadchanim and 
coaches quietly struggle with: when you care 
deeply for a client, but the dynamic becomes 
complicated. The fact that you want to repair 
the relationship shows that your intention is 
pure, although your method is ineffective.

When someone avoids questions, it often 
comes from fear or not knowing what to 
answer, and not from bad characteristics. 
He may be afraid of making mistakes, of 
being misunderstood, or of facing truths he 
doesn’t yet know how to process. This doesn’t 
excuse his behavior, but it helps us reframe: 
instead of “he’s being difficult,” we can think, 
“perhaps he’s protecting himself.”

Each of us is on a journey of growth, 
and some people develop self-awareness 
more slowly. Your role is not to change him 
through criticism, but to walk beside him 
with compassion.

So what can you do? Start by resetting 
the tone of your conversations. Instead of 
pushing for answers, you might say, “I care 
about you, and I want to understand what 
feels important to you. I know it’s not always 
easy to put into words.” That kind of gentle 
invitation can lower defenses.

You can also look inward and notice 
your own judgments. It’s natural to feel 
frustrated, but the more you approach him 
with curiosity instead of criticism, the more 
safe he’ll feel. Sometimes even naming the 
tension helps: “I sense it’s hard for you to 
share openly with me. How can I make this 
easier for you?” But before you invite him to 
open up you’ll have to earn back his trust and 
show him you won’t criticize him if he shares 
honestly with you. Make a plan of how you’ll 
be able to accomplish this goal. 

And remember, you are a shaliach, a mes-
senger. The outcome is in Hashem’s hands. 
Your responsibility is to show up with integ-
rity, patience, and never ending kindness. 
Even when progress feels slow.

 לעילוי נשמת 
מאיר יצחק בן יוסף אליהו הכהן ז”ל

Repairing the Shadchan Connection:  
From Judgment to Curiosity,  

Walking Beside, Not Pushing Ahead
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Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With 
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, 
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a 
Wedding every 2 days!

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!

May Hashem bless you with understanding, 
humility, and renewed connection. And may 
this man, with your guidance and Hashem’s 
help, soon find the partner his soul is seeking.

Aleeza 

Pinsker building - 4 rooms, fully renovated. 
Electrical appliances, closets,
Succa, parking, Shabbat elevator, immediate

Rechavia Wolfson towers -
4 rooms, 100m, renovated, high floor
5 rooms, 136m, renovated, high floor

San simon - New 7 room duplex penthouse 
of 300m, Succa balcony, Shabbat elevator, 
parking, machsan

Katamon - Near shteiblach,
4 room apt., 1st floor, well kept, bright,  
3 exposures, parking

Gdud Haivri - 4 rooms, for renovation,  
3 exposures, 9 steps to apt., car park, immediate

for rent

for sale
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Shiffy@shneller co.il
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Katamon, Ben Gamla St. 
Totally renovated corner garden 
apt, 4 rooms, 2 full baths, mamad, 
bright, light, airy, underfloor 
heating, a/c in all rooms.  
Price to sell 5,600,000 nis

Givat Moredechai, Shachal St. 
Shabbat elevator, parking,  
4 room apt facing the valley. 
Price to sell 2,690,000 nis

Pinsker building - 4 rooms, fully renovated. 
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Old Katamon 
5 room family home, renovated, 
beautiful garden, a/c in all the 
rooms. Price 17,500 nis
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T H E  M O S T  S O U G H T  A F T E R  L O C A T I O N 
O L D  K A T A M O N

In Jerusalem

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT US:
REUVEN: 050-5231478
Hachim9@outlook.com

 3 last apartments
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THE DAILY
 PORTION

BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR

International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.

NETANYA 4 ROOM APT. RENTAL,
Nitza Blvd, 1 month min. Amazing sea view, 

kosher, furnished: May, June, July 2023  
from September 2023 short or long term

APTNETANYA@GMAIL.COM
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Faith in 
Darkness

A little over a week has gone by since the 
return of the last living hostages from Gaza. 
How many of the following stories have you 
heard about them? And how many others did 
I miss, stories that didn’t make it onto this list?

Eitan Horn of Kibbutz Nir Oz, who returned 
from captivity, shared that it was specifically 
in Gaza that he fasted on Yom Kippur. He is 
37 years old, and there — for the first time in 
his life — he observed the holy day properly.

Segev Kalfon recounted that when he saw 
all the Hamas men on stage in Gaza, all he 
wanted was to climb onto the stage and shout: 
“Shema Yisrael, Hashem Elokeinu, Hashem 
Echad.” Now he is home, able to say Shema 
Yisrael freely, with everyone around him.

Bar Kuperstein said that the song that 
strengthened him most, and that he sang to 

himself over and over again, were: “Ve’afilu 
behastara shebetoch hahastara, bevadai gam 
sham nimtza Hashem Yitbarach,” Even in 
the darkest places, when you don’t feel God, 
when it seems He is hiding, He is still there, 
present with you. Rebbe Nachman of Breslov 
wrote those words 200 years ago. They took 
on new meaning in the Hamas tunnels.

Rom Braslavsky shared that the terrorists 
offered to convert him to Islam, promising 
him more food and better conditions if he 
agreed. But he kept telling them, over and 
over: “I am a strong Jew!” Now, facing the 
cameras, he said: “I want people to under-
stand that they are Jews, that they should 
do more mitzvot. Hamas did this to me only 
because I am a Jew. A Jew must know that 
he comes from greatness, that he’s not like 
everyone else.”

Eliya Cohen, who returned from captivity 
several months ago, told how much he missed 
his tefillin. While held hostage by Hamas, he 
invented something both creative and mov-
ing: “Every morning I would go to one side of 
the room and imagine putting on my tefillin. 
I would go through the whole process, step by 
step, in my imagination. Sometimes, I could 
actually feel the tefillin on me.”

Omer Shem Tov said this week how much 
he misses the connection he felt with God 
while he was in captivity, the closeness, the 
sense that he was speaking and that God was 
with him, listening. He described trying to 
rediscover that elevated feeling.

All of these remarkable stories are, of 
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course, about them — but in truth, they are 
about us as well. They reveal the depth of 
the Jewish soul, the power of faith, and the 
holiness of Jewish identity.

The entire Jewish world has just begun 
reading the Torah again from Bereishit— 
back to the very beginning. We are all part 
of this story, and each of us can reflect, reach 
their own conclusions, and choose a small 
step forward.

Because it’s not only them. It’s us. They 
remind us who we really are. 
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House For sale

Elad- Real Estate: 
 050-2044118

A private house 
in a great location
in Hashmonaim.
Don’t miss out!

Join our expert team specializing in
US taxes for Americans in Israel.

Position: Tax Preparer

No experience necessary
Exam support (EA/CPA prep stipend)
On site training in our Jerusalem office
Seasonal bonus
Opportunity for growth

Apply now and begin your career!

Email your CV to aliza@goldarrowtax.com 
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New 
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Brand new from the ground up, every stone was 
placed just for you, inspired by the Western Wall. 
Start your own legacy in Mekor Chaim.
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Modern Old Katamon Lover.

Oversized 3-4 Bedrooms, Garden Units & Penthouses.
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The Katamon Collection.

SPACE TO DREAM.
ROOM TO LIVE.

HALAMED HEI 25
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RABBI ASAF AHARON PRISMAN

The Torah describes the flood of Noach 
as a natural event: “All the springs of the 
great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of 
the heavens were opened” (Bereishis 7:11). 
No explicit mention of Hashem’s action is 
made. However, the destruction of Sodom 
is directly attributed to Him: “Hashem 
rained down sulfur and fire upon Sodom 
and Amora” (Bereishis 19:24). Why the 
difference?
THE WITHDRAWAL OF DIVINE PRESENCE
The Nesivos Shalom explains that the 

greatest punishment is Hashem withdrawing 
His presence. Normally, Hashem sustains 
the world through nature. When a society 
becomes utterly corrupt, Hashem ceases to 

guide it, allowing chaos to take over. The 
generation of the flood was so degenerate 
that Hashem withdrew, and the world col-
lapsed into destruction.

Sodom, while sinful, did not reach that 
level. Hashem remained involved, actively 
destroying them rather than passively let-
ting nature take its course. This distinction 
shows that Hashem’s presence, even in 
punishment, is a sign of connection.

CHALLENGES AS DIVINE GUIDANCE
The serpent’s punishment in Gan Eden 

reflects this idea. It was cursed to “eat dust” 
(Bereishis 3:14). At first glance, this seems a 
prize rather than a punishment, However, 
based on the concept mentioned above, 
this is the biggest punishment, symbolizing 
detachment from Hashem’s care rather than 
deprivation. Similarly, the Gemara (Berachos 
5a) teaches that challenges are signs of 
Hashem’s engagement in our lives, like a 
parent guiding a child. Rather than being 
abandoned, difficulties indicate Hashem’s 
presence, shaping our spiritual growth.

PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY
Hardships are not punishments but 

reminders of Hashem’s presence. They 

From Chaos to Closeness: 
How to Embrace Challenges 

as Hashem’s Love

GUEST DVAR TORAH

054-944-6778

AVIGAIL CORN
ARCHITECTURE & INTERIOR DESIGN



OU ISRAEL CENTER 85

challenge us to grow and forge a closer 
relationship with Him. Instead of feeling 
abandoned, recognize adversity as a sign 
of Divine guidance, an opportunity to 
strengthen your connection with Hashem.

NOT JUST A STORY: THE STUCK NIGGUN
Shmuel Rosenberg sat at his dining room 

table, his head in his hands. His voice was 
hoarse, barely above a whisper. He had 
tried tea, honey, and every segulah people 
suggested, but with Yom Kippur only two 
days away, it was clear—he would not be 
able to lead Kol Nidrei.

He had been the chazzan for ten years. 
Every year, he stood before the kehillah, his 
voice soaring, carrying their tefillos straight 
to Shamayim. And now? He could barely 
croak out a berachah.

His wife, Miriam, set a cup of tea in front 
of him. “Shmuel, maybe Hashem wants you 
to daven differently this year.”

“How?” he asked bitterly. “A chazzan 
needs a voice.”

Their five-year-old daughter, Esty, climbed 
onto his lap. “Tatty, can you sing me a song?”

Shmuel smiled weakly. “Tatty’s voice is 
broken, mein kind.”

“But you don’t need to be loud,” she said, 
swaying side to side. “You just have to sing.” 
And then, softly, she started humming.

Shmuel’s breath caught. It was an old 
niggun, one he hadn’t heard in years—his 
zeidy’s niggun. His grandfather had sung it 
on Yom Kippur when Shmuel was a child, 
his voice trembling with emotion.

Closing his eyes, Shmuel hummed along, 
his voice barely there but full of feeling.

The next night, as he stepped up to the 
amud, the silence in the shul was heavy. He 
took a deep breath. Instead of pushing for 

Rabbi Asaf Aharon Prisman, author of “Prism of 
Torah” and host of the weekly podcast under the 
same name, cultivated his unique Torah perspective 
through studies at Toronto’s Yeshivat Or Chaim and 
several prestigious Israeli yeshivas. Now based in 
Ramat Beit Shemesh, he combines his roles as an 
author, podcaster, and a Ram at Yeshivat Ateres 
Yaakov where he gives the daily daf yomi shiur & 
gives personalized Gemara tutoring, where he makes 
profound Torah concepts accessible to all.

strength, he let the niggun carry him. His 
voice was soft, cracked—but the kehillah 
leaned in, hanging on to every note.

As the tune swelled, something happened. 
The tzibbur picked it up. First one voice, then 
another, until the entire shul was singing 
together, louder and stronger than any solo 
voice could ever be.

And at that moment, Shmuel understood; 
Hashem didn’t need his power. He needed 
his heart. 



3 single mothers, victims of horrors unimaginable. 3 women who grew 
up in dysfunctional families in Jerusalem’s poor neighborhoods. 
3 women with post-trauma syndrome fighting to stay normal 

while bringing up special needs children.

Rivka and her children were stoned by terrorists 
on their way to the children’s school.

Tirza and her children were eyewitnesses 
to a terrorist bus explosion.

Israela and her 3 children narrowly escaped 
the massacre in Netivot on October 7, 2023.

These women and children are suffering from PTSD. They urgently need 
specialized therapy and financial assistance in their ongoing struggle to 
survive, including food, shelter, medication, school books and supplies. 
The children critically need ‘big brothers’ to restore social functioning, 
and vocational training to develop skills for employment.  

By contributing to these families, you are not just 
providing financial aid, you are offering the families 
a chance to heal, find stability, and give their children 
a future free from the shadow of the past.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
AND DEDICATION TO SUPPORTING 
ISRAEL’S VICTIMS

3 FAMILIES IN URGENT NEED OF ASSISTANCE!

TO DONATE: www.yeshezra.org
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Join us as International Sales & Marketing Manager 
This is your opportunity to make a lasting impact.

We're seeking a dynamic and results-oriented International
 Sales & Marketing Manager to join our growing team.

In this meaningful role, you'll play a key part in helping synagogues
 (shuls) around the world create beautiful and

 functional spaces for their communities.

Are you ready to:
Leverage your expertise in sales and marketing to a higher purpose?

Become a trusted advisor to synagogues worldwide?
Join a growing and successful company with a strong commitment to its values?

Please contact only by email: furniture@lavi.co.il

Calling all passionate leaders! 
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HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

• STYLE & COMFORT
• MANY COLORS & DESIGNS
• STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS
• FAST DELIVERY

Foldees.co.il  |  058-707-8181

FOLDING CHAIRSFOLDING CHAIRS

053-3849508 | o�ce@reaya.co.il

Property Management and Maintenance 
Building Committee Management

Rental Management
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ELIAV & TAMARA SABAN
JERUSALEM CHAPTER 
DIRECTORS

CREATING A SPACE FOR LIGHT
This week we read Parashat Noach, where 

the Torah tells the story of a righteous man 
named Noach (ַַֹנֹח). He was commanded to 
build a בָָה  to save his family and two (ark) תֵּ�ֵ
of each animal species, as G-d had decided 
to destroy the world with a flood because 
humanity had become violent and corrupt.

In G-d’s instructions to Noach about how 
to build the ark, the Torah says:
ה מִִלְְמַַעְְלָָה פֶֶּוּתַַח  נָּ�ָ כַַלֶּ�ֶ ה תְּ�ְ בָָה וְְאֶֶל־אַַמָּ�ָ ה לַַתֵּ�ֵ עֲֲשֶׂ�ֶ ״צֹהַַֹר תַּ�ַ

הָָ“ עֲֲשֶׂ�ֶ ים תַּ�ַ ִ לִִשִׁ� ְ נִִיִּ�ִם שְּׁוּ� ְ יִּ�ִם שְׁ� חְְתִּ�ִ ים תַּ�ַ שִׂ�ִ ּהּ תָּ�ָ צִִדָּ�ָ בָָה בְּ�ְ הַַתֵּ�ֵ
“Make an opening for daylight in the ark, 

and terminate it within a cubit of the top. 
Put the entrance to the ark in its side; make 
it with bottom, second, and third decks” 
(Bereishit 6:16).

Why did G-d specifically tell Noach to make 
an opening in the ark?

The Ibn Ezra explains that “״צֹהַַֹר — light 
— means an opening through which light 
could enter. Rashi and Chizkuni add that it 
may have been either a window or a precious 
stone that illuminated the ark for Noach, his 
family, and the animals during their time 
inside. According to most opinions, this refers 
to the same window Noach later used to send 
out the raven and the dove.

The rain fell for 40 days and nights, and the 
waters raged for 150 days before they began 
to calm. The opening in the ark allowed light 
to enter even when the entire world outside 
was flooded in darkness.

From this, we learn a powerful lesson: just 
as Noach was commanded to bring light into 
the ark, we too must bring light into our own 
lives — into our personal “arks.” We must 
open ourselves to G-d’s light, recognize His 
hand, and see His goodness even when we 
feel overwhelmed or lost. We can’t just wait 
for inspiration to arrive; we must actively 
create that opening for it.

True faith is not a leap into the dark — it’s 
a leap into the light.

Shabbat Shalom!

ELIYAHU ROSKIND
11TH GRADE, BET EL

UNDERSTANDING NOAH’S DESTINY
In this week’s parsha, we dive right into 

Noah’s story. But who really is this guy, and 
why is he so important? He ends up playing 
a huge role in our history, but was he really 

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
Brand new building on Mekor Chaim 
Recently finished, 4 room 111m, mirpeset, storage, 
parking and Shabbat elevator, 3rd floor, 4.37m nis
Great opportunity to buy in a new building  
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot 
2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices start  
at just 2.19m nis 
Studio for rent in Katamon - Mechalki Hamim St.  
Close to the Shtiblach and park, 20m, ground floor. 
2800nis/month
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the right man for it?
If we look back at last week’s parsha, in 

Bereishit 5:29, Lemech gives his son a proph-
ecy. He names him Noach, saying, “He will 
comfort us from our deeds and the toil of our 
hands, from the ground which Hashem has 
cursed.” Basically, Lemech is hoping his son 
will bring comfort and relief to the world. But 
let’s be real — every father wants his kid to be 
great. So there must be more to Noach’s story.

When we look at the generations before 
him, the Torah lists them very briefly: “Shet 
lived 912 years, had sons and daughters, and 
died.” “Enosh lived 905 years, had sons and 
daughters, and died.” That’s it! But when we 
get to Lemech, the Torah actually pauses to 
tell us why he named his son Noach. He’s the 
only one in this entire family tree who gives 
meaning to his child’s name. That already 
tells us Noach is different — his name and 
story clearly have more depth and purpose.

Later, when Hashem decides to destroy the 
world because of how corrupt it’s become, we 
suddenly get this short, powerful pasuk: ונח“ 
 And Noach found favor in“ — מצא חן בעיני ה’”
the eyes of Hashem.” Out of everyone, Hashem 
singles him out and says, “This one, I like.”

Even more amazing — Lemech’s words 
come true. He said Noach would bring com-
fort (ינחמנו), and the Torah uses almost the 
same root when it says ”’וינחם ה“ — “Hashem 
regretted (or was comforted) about man on 
the earth.” It’s like the prophecy was fulfilled 
word for word.

So Noach isn’t just another name in the 
list. He’s the one who stood out, who brought 
comfort to Hashem and to the world.

Shabbat Shalom — may we all find ways 
to bring comfort and meaning into our own 
lives, just like Noach did. 

Handyman / Plumber
Shmuel Rosenzweig

Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418 
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A small Sefer Torah with its own 
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses 

or for any other necessary occasion 
on a temporary free-loan basis. 

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

NORTH TALPIOT
Panoramic view of the Old City,  
beautiful 135m, 14m balcony, 3 

 en suite rooms, parking and  
storeroom, Savion view, 2 rooms. 

MENDEL 052-8980111
INVESTMENT/LIVING

3 rooms, renovated, 1.5 floor, close to 
tram, commercial mall, schools, shuls. 

ONLY 1.880.000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

GERMAN COLONY 
Garden apartment. 

8.500.000 NIS  MENDEL 052-8980111
NORTH TALPIOT 

New, 180m, duplex, penthouse,  
40m, terrace, panoramic view  

of Old City, parking.
9.200.000 NIS

UNIQUE HOME IN CENTRAL ISRAEL

* 4 Spacious Bdr.
142 sqm

Large garden
minute walk

  to nearby shul

* 

* 503 sqm land area
* 

* A 
Oded – 054-254-1046

NIS 6,500,000

(No agents fee)
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Build a Strong Ark 
for Your Tzedakah
Whether you live in New York, London, or Jerusalem, 
Jgive gives you a global way to support Israeli 
causes—tax-deductible, hassle-free, and fully Israeli.

Resilient giving for unpredictable times.

Learn more at platinum@jgive.com or scan the 
QR code to get started:


