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TASHLICH

First day of Rosh HaShana
Thursday, Oc¥cober 3rd, '24 T“?Wﬂ

Whatitisn't & whatitis

Tashlich is NOT a hocus-pocus magical method for ridding oneself of sins. It's
just not that simple. One must do sincere T'shuva, pray to HaShem, say Vidui, and if
interpersonal sins are involved (which they inevitably are), one must appease those
he/she has wronged and receive their forgiveness before T'shuva can succeed. One
cannot go to the waterside, say some p’sukim, throw some crumbs into the water (a
practice which poskim frown upon, by the way), and walk away with a clean slate -
without some hard, real T'shuva. In fact, there have been rabbanim in various times
and places who have banned Tashlich in their communities so that people should not
slacken off from the major challenges of the Yamim Nora'im - T'shuva, Prayer, and
Tzedaka.
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There are other authorities who did not mention the custom of Tashlich in their
writings at all, since it does not appear in the Talmud or other early sources. Yet
Tashlich is a wide-spread minhag in most Jewish communities around the world.

If one was not able to say Tashlich on Rosh HaShana, it may be said during Aseret
Y'mei T'shuva, or even afterwards until Hoshana Rabba.

The lead passage of Tashlich gives us the origin of its name, and probably the main
origin of the custom itself. The second pasuk (Micha 7:19) speaks of G-d, in His mercy,
"casting our sins into the depths of the sea". This is our T'shuva goal - to repent so
sincerely, that G-d will erase our sins completely (and even turn them into merits).

Kings of Israel were anointed by the riverside. Water is the symbol of life, of Torah,
and of continuity. On Rosh HaShana, when we celebrate the coronation of the King of
kings, we go to the river (or other body of water) as a reminder of this theme of the
day.

The Midrash tells us that the Satan received G-d's permission to try to dissuade
Avraham Avinu from going to Har HaMoriah with Yitzchak. He placed a river in
Avraham's way, but Avraham was so determined to carry out G-d's command, that he
walked right into the water. Nothing would stop him. The river became a symbol of
dedication to G-d. On RH, the anniversary of the Akeida, we go to the riverside and
"remind" G-d (so to speak), and ourselves, of the dedication of our forefather



Avraham, and to rededicate ourselves to Torah and mitzvot with a higher level of
commitment.

There is a kabbalistic analogy drawn between the opening, main p'sukim of Tashlich,
and the Thirteen Divine Attributes. This idea adds to the significance of the Tashlich
recitation, because of the power of invoking the Yud-Gimel Midot. They are essential
to Slichot and T'shuva, and are bound to the Biblical events of the Elul-RH-YK period.

The text for Tashlich varies from machzor to machzor. Following this
introduction, you will find a bit more text than some, and less than others. It is
appropriate to supplement the regular Tashlich texts with your own prayers. On
Rosh HaShana, when we spend a significant amount of time in shul davening, we
don't say "enough is enough". After a Yom Tov lunch, we go out of our homes to
pray between prayers. But we don't go to the Beit Knesset. Instead, we go to a
body of water, into nature (on the anniversary of its Creation), where G-d's
Presence should also be strongly felt, and we revel in His majesty and recommit
ourselves to His service.

USE TASHLICH WISELY. Make it a meaningful part of your Rosh

HaShana, and let some of the ideas presented here enrich the experience. In
some communities, Tashlich is a big social event. While not a bad thing per se,
people must "be on their best RH behavior", so to speak.

(Some say this first passage once, some say it three times) S5-3I
XD NP1 NIRWY Yo HY 3V 13V KWL i R o0
W:D" 17 J'I'(U" ‘N'l'! 7017 rsm ) 15X 7375 7"TT‘!‘!

.Dm o wmzs.‘? nyaw) n...ms Dn?ts‘? Tor [

L-NP VNN

2 Y2 7 KPR N 7 /7 iR 202 Y0y A7 DR 13RI 1
mvan ‘72 nNion? 230 ORIWI ORI CIKY YYD 07 707N
:0°2°732 nvan 12 monb 29V :0IN3

ITT T

W P9 OONN
WY 2333 79233 72 I PN MY DWW TR DRI 13
221771 7127 W7 °2 YN 1332000 W W 2 1770 137 3
19272 :PIRT IROR 7T IO LEYM TPTX TR IR WYY
NN TNI 0% 7 73D DID :OXIXTYD 9D 173123 WY1 0NY



IR X377 73 2220 22WO"HD 37900 33 PIRT 22 1n IR :Ninian
' XY :0ORY NIV ROXT 073 NRY DT 7 TV 19X RIT O
oy TR ‘7 WK M7 0K 2171 7Y 925 Niawnn Thyn nbwb
7i9%m DR *1279ITNR KT 7 AT DPwn b 7’771:’7 732
bo b panT 02 T WD PIWT "IV Y3 Y I naw
DIDIT MWW 7D 272 D¥I K 1923 27 292 YW 207 1K 0wYn
37017 n’bnm’? PR bx 'Y 737 ‘u’m’ XY oo 2929 -rmwnb
333373 97T '7’7 037 WD) :1y73 nm’n’ﬁ QWD NN ’7’37’7
Jv’w 79700 TP Sa0pa SWTR owa D 1139 nnw? $a 0D X

75 935 WK

O:N? YWY
07122 /7 DX 7Y PIRG TRAR 0D W 2 223 PMYY K1 W Ky
P27 077
15 P99 OYNN
D72 DY X372 A2 2w P2 LARIPHI PART 02,2901 7177
WP Qipna 0Ip? M3 LT 932 APY om 3290 nivn byy A0
YR YIWI D WY K1Y KDY K7 WK L3237 137 0292 pI
WM ,1WIIT 9T 7 VW TYRD TRTYY LT DR 7972 R
X1271 ,079Y IND INRWITY ,0WKRY DWW IRY 770 2Py TID
IRW AP 9923 7 7923 1TV 77,7922 9710 71 00 79327 99
77 RIT oM 79237 J7p X271 ,099Y pnp XYY ,0°WRY 2YW
:170 792277 T2 K7 ,NIR2’X 77,7920 70

From the Musaf of the Shalosh Regalim
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