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Rescue by Jews
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Rescue by Jews during the Holocaust

The stamp design is based on the official poster for
Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Day
2020.

The poster was designed as part of the “Shaping
Memory” competition, based on the theme "Rescue
by Jews during the Holocaust - Solidarity in a
Disintegrating World".

As part of the “Final Solution”, the Nazi regime, aided
by collaborators from the occupied nations, aimed and
acted to annihilate world Jewry. In a reality where
every Jew was in danger, it was natural for individuals
to focus on trying to save themselves, their families
and their friends. Choosing to risk one’s life for others
cannot be taken for granted, but Jews often
unconditionally saved fellow Jews they did not even
know, and for nothing tangible in return. The prime
motivation for their activity was their profound
commitment to Jewish solidarity.

Individuals conducted rescue initiatives on their own,
or as part of underground movements and various
Jewish institutions. Rescue operations took place both
in those countries where the Jews were persecuted
and in countries to which they fled. Diverse rescue
attempts included clandestinely crossing borders,
preparing and circulating false papers, helping Jews
emigrate or hide, and establishing aid and welfare
institutions for the benefit of all persecuted Jews.

The courage of Jewish individuals and groups during
the Holocaust shows that solidarity was maintained
even in a time of existential danger. Humane and moral
values were adhered to, including the will and the
obligation to help one’s fellow human beings. It is
incumbent upon the Jewish people to remember and
learn from these amazing deeds.

The Image on the Stamp

The winning poster for 2020 was designed by
24-year-old Rotem Sharir from Modiin, a third-year
Spatial Visual Communications student at the College
of Management, Rishon Lezion.

Excerpt from the Judges’ Considerations when
choosing the Winning Poster:

This poster, with its lyrical charcoal drawing of two
pairs of feet sharing one pair of shoes, powerfully
evokes the theme of shared Jewish destiny during the
Holocaust.

The limbs do not give away any hints as to their
owners' gender, but the accurate and sensitive way
they have been drawn compensates for the absence
of identity, instead composing a humanistic message
about Man. The drawing succeeds in conveying the
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vulnerability and fragility of Jewish life in the Holocaust.
The viewer contemplating the two figures sharing one
pair of shoes is reminded of how the Jew was hunted
and persecuted during this dark period, but also
experiences the noble gesture of sharing fate,
reflected in two partners in the same destiny sharing
one pair of shoes, a symbol of the prisoners' sparse yet
crucial possessions.

Both of them ultimately remain barefoot, and the act of
sacrificing a shoe for a fellow human being
demonstrates both solidarity and pity.

The walking motion depicted in the drawing evokes
associations of the death marches, while the white
backdrop to the charcoal mirrors the vast tracts of
snow through which the rows of prisoners had to wade.
The charcoal medium used by the artist also reminds
the viewer of the works of art created during the
Holocaust period under indescribable conditions,
using whatever materials came to hand in this heroic
and courageous expression of the strength of the
human spirit.

Inbal Kvity-Ben Dov
Director, Commemoration & Community Relations Division
Yad Vashem

With thanks to the Committee to Recognize the Heroism of
Jewish Rescuers during the Holocaust for their cooperation
and advice while preparing the stamp issue.
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