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Joint Issue Israel-Ukraine, 30 Years of Diplomatic Relations - Shmuel Yosef Agnon

This year marks 30 years of diplomatic relations
between Israel and Ukraine, a continuation of 2000
years of shared history between the Jewish and
Ukrainian peoples.

The Hasidic movement was founded in Ukraine, the
first pioneers came from Ukraine to settle Eretz Israel,
the Zionist ideology developed in Ukraine and some of
the founders of the State of Israel were born in Ukraine
- presidents, prime ministers, government ministers
and mayors as well as journalists, poets and authors
who created the new lsraeli culture.

Today these two independent countries have a strong,
warm relationship based on common values and a
shared history.

Over the past 30 years, many Jews have immigrated to
Israel from Ukraine and they too serve as a bridge
between the two countries. Dozens of cooperation
agreements have been signed, benefiting the citizens
of both countries. In addition, leaders have
strengthened the relationship through numerous
reciprocal visits. Thanks to the many direct flights and
no visa requirement, tourists can easily discover the
countries’ commonalities. Business people promote
trade relations that will reach new heights once the free
trade zone agreement comes into effect.

All of these constitute the foundation for continued
good relations between Israel and Ukraine.

Joél Lion
Ambassador of Israel to Ukraine

Shmuel Yosef Agnon (1888 - 1970), was one of the
greatest modern day Hebrew writers. He was the 1966
Nobel Prize laureate in Literature and was awarded the
Israel Prize for literature twice.

Shmuel Yosef Czaczkes (later Agnon) was born in
1888 in Buchach, which was then Eastern Galicia and
today is in Ukraine. He had a traditional Jewish
education and at the age of three began studying in a
religious elementary school (“Heder”). At age nine,
after demonstrating extraordinary learning capabilities,
he began to study literature and foreign languages
with private tutors. He wrote his first poem when he
was just five years old.

In 1908, Agnon left his home and family to immigrate to
Eretz Israel with the pioneers of the Second Aliyah.
After arriving at Jaffa Port, he discovered a new way of
life among the young pioneers, enthusiastic Zionist
men and women, which was very different from their
parents’ homes in the diaspora. His experiences in
those early days are reflected in many of his stories,
and especially in his great work “Only Yesterday”
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(Tmol Shilshom). Agnon withdrew into a small rented
room in Jaffa and devoted himself to his writing, in
order to pursue his calling and become a renowned
Hebrew writer.

After arriving in Eretz Israel, the young writer published
his first story, called “Agunot” in the periodical
‘Ha’Omer”. He used the pseudonym S.Y. Agnon,
which became his official name in Hebrew from then
on. The story, which weaved Talmudic language into
modern content, was critically acclaimed in Jaffa and
among important Hebrew authors and poets such as
Y.H. Brenner and H.N. Bialik and established Agnon
as a rising star of Hebrew literature.

Agnon’s monumental book “A City and the Fullness
Thereof” (Ir Umeloah), a collection of stories about
Galicia Jewry from the 17th century to their destruction
in the Holocaust, was published posthumously in 1973.
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The lsraeli stamp design is based on the Ukraine
Postal Service’s original stamp design, which was
issued as part of a series of Nobel Prize laureates.
The Israeli version of the stamp was adapted by Ronen
Goldberg.

The stamp features a photo of Shmuel Yosef Agnon -
courtesy of the National Photo Collection (Government
Press Office).

The Fanned Lines on the right side of the stamp
represent pages in a book and the field of literature.
The First Day Cover features a photo of the city
Buchach in Ukraine, circa 1920.

The back of a synagogue that was destroyed in 1944
appears on the right-hand side of the photo.

Our thanks to Agnon House in Jerusalem for helping to
design this stamp.
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