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Waterfalls in Israel

Israel has meager natural water sources, but also a
number of unpretentious, beautiful waterfalls.

When compared with waterfalls around the world, those in
Israel are no more than a gentle trickle of water falling
from rocky terraces, but they are vibrant and
heartwarming, and each attracts many visitors.

The highest waterfall in Israel is in the Kedem Stream, a
seasonal stream in the Judean Desert that only flows
during short periods of flooding. When flooded, the
Kedem Stream waterfall falls from a height of 330 meters.
Most of Israel's perennial (year round) waterfalls are
located in the Golan Heights. The highest is the Gamla
Stream waterfall, which is 52 meters high.

En Avdat Waterfall

En Avdat Waterfall, a perennial waterfall located in the En
Avdat Nature Reserve, is 15 meters high. When flooded,
it gushes mightily, while at other times the water flows
calmly over the stone cliff.

The water gathers into a large rock pool and from there
flows down Zin River, through a deep, spectacular
canyon.

En Avdat Nature Reserve is to the south of the Ben Gurion
educational center in the Negev Desert. Three springs
along the Zin River canyon feed the tributary that flows
year round, creating a magical oasis, which is also home
to an abundance of desert animals.

Herds of ibex live on the cliffs surrounding the water
source and its rich vegetation, vultures also nest in the
cliffs and caves carved into the canyon walls are
evidence of Byzantine monks who came here for periods
of seclusion.

David Waterfall

David Waterfall, part of the David Stream, is located in the
Ein Gedi Nature Reserve and is 30 meters high.

It is a perennial river, flowing at differing strengths
throughout the year. The water forms a large pool and
flows on through the David Stream ravine. The waterfall
rages during winter flooding. Sometimes this increased
flow brings sediment that fills the pool below and makes it
smaller while at other times the water washes away
sediment, actually making the pool deeper.

Many unique plants grow in the constant humidity around
the waterfall and its tributaries, such as Salvadora
persica, Moringa peregrina, Desert date, Adiantum
capillus ferns and more. The water and lush vegetation
support a large herd of ibex, rock hyraxes, Tristram’s
starlings and many other animals. This is the largest oasis
in Israel and thanks to its beauty and accessibility, it is the
most popular hiking destination in the Judean Desert.
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Banyas Waterfall

Banyas Waterfall is located in the Nahal Hermon Nature
Reserve and it is 10 meters high.

It has the strongest flow of all Israel’'s waterfalls, crashing
down into a beautiful pool surrounded by thick
vegetation. A wooden path, bridges and observation
points allow visitors to enjoy this Mediterranean forest,
with water rushing through its rocky ravine and from the
impressive waterfall that splashes and cools them as they
pass nearby.

Towards evening, night calls ring out from the many birds
that live in the vegetation around the river. Capoeta
damascina fish swim in small pools; wild boars,
mongooses and porcupines hide in the thickets; and
even a rare otter peeks out from the cool water.
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All of the images featured on the stamps and the FDC are
adapted from Shutterstock photos, except for the photo of
the Banyas Waterfall, which is by photographer Eyal
Bartov.
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