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Joint Issue Israel

| am often asked what makes the relationship between
Israel and the Czech Republic so good and what the
source is of the mutual affection between these two
peoples. There are many answers to these questions
and some even say that the Czechs and the Jews have
had a mysterious bond for generations, which has
taken on many forms.

Both peoples achieved independence after going
through great hardships and each established a
strong young democracy with common values.
Czechoslovakia aided the young Israel to fight for its
independence in 1948, which Israelis remember
gratefully to this day. When the Czechs lost their
struggle for liberation in Prague in 1968, Israel
expressed its solidarity and hope for their future
freedom.

As soon as the Czech Republic became independent
over 30 years ago, it was obvious that the good
relations between the two countries would be renewed
immediately and that the relationship would thrive, as it
continues to do today.

Czechoslovakia's first president Tomas Garrigue
Masaryk played a key role in defining this friendship
when he granted the Jews of Czechoslovakia full
equality and recognized their right to a State of their
own. Israel has honored his memory and named a
kibbutz in the north after him, as well as a boulevard
and square in Tel Aviv, a Jewish National Fund forest. ..
and now, a stamp commemorating the diplomatic
relations.

Both countries are proud of their good relationship and
carefully cultivate it while ensuring the welcome
tradition of bold friendship.

Anna Azari
Israeli Ambassador to the Czech Republic

In the 1930’s, pioneers from Lithuania and
Czechoslovakia began their shared journey toward
forming a new kibbutz in Eretz Israel. After living
temporarily in Haifa and the surrounding area for a
number of years, during which time they were joined
by pioneers from Poland and other countries, the
group was granted land in the Zevulun Valley in order
to establish one of the “Tower and Stockade”
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settlements. The group, together with the settlement
institutions, decided to name their kibbutz after T.G.
Masaryk, the founder and first president of
Czechoslovakia. In doing so, they commemorated the
man who espoused values of humanism and
democracy and honored his support of the Jewish
People and the Zionist idea.

The cornerstone of the first building on the kibbutz was
placed on March 14, 1940, with Masaryk’s slogan
“Truth Prevails” displayed on the gate.

During WWII, Kibbutz Masaryk maintained ties with
Czech natives in Eretz Israel and around the world.
After the war, close bonds were formed between the
kibbutz and the Czech government, which even
helped to establish the Masaryk High School, which
was later called the Naaman School.

In 1989, after decades of severed relations between
Israel and Czechoslovakia, the ties between the
kibbutz and Czechoslovakia were renewed. President
Vaclav Havel's visit to Kfar Masaryk in 1990 was the
highlight of this relationship.

The kibbutz proudly bears the name of T.G. Masaryk.

* k *

The Stamp and FDC feature a portrait of Tomas G. Masaryk.
The Stamp features a communal mosaic made by 15 women
from Kibbutz Kfar Masaryk, assisted by artist Dalia Grossman.
The FDC features a photo of Kibbutz Kfar Masaryk from the
days of "Tower and Stockade" construction (Neeman
factory), Nov. 29, 1938.

Photos of the mosaic and the young Kibbutz - courtesy of
Kibbutz Kfar Masaryk.
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