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The Farmers Federation of Israel Centennial

The Farmers Federation of Israel was founded in 1922
as an Ottoman association. It is the first settlement
movement established in Israel, and it unites
thousands of private farmers from agricultural
communities throughout Israel.

The Federation’s motto is a quote by Moshe Smilansky:
“If there is agriculture here - the homeland is here.”
The Federation plays an active role in safeguarding
Israel’s borders by working and maintaining the
adjacent land.

The Farmers Federation of Israel founded the Pardes
Hanna Agricultural High School, the People’s Medical
Fund (Kupat Holim Ammamit), which in 1974 became
the Me'uhedet Health Fund, as well as the Federation’s
newsletter Ha'Bustanai (The Orchardist). In the late
1970s, the Federation worked to establish new
agricultural communities and insisted that the relevant
national institutions build such communities, and not
only moshavim and kibbutzim. Some of the
communities established by the Federation at that time
include Karmei Yosef, Gilon, Vered Hagalil, Kadita,
Kidmat Tzvi.

Since the 1980s, the Farmers Federation of Israel has
mainly focused on providing professional services to
Israeli farmers and promoting their rights. The
Federation has also served as a representative
employers’ organization since 1956. It represents all
the agricultural organizations in the Presidium of Israeli
Business Organizations as well as when working with
the Histadrut workers’ union. The Federation is also the
signatory on the collective agreement that will expand
the agriculture sector, and it regularly participates in
groups and committees that affect decision-making in
the Israeli agricultural sector.

The renowned philanthropist Baron de Rothschild
contributed some of the land belonging to the
Federation’s agricultural communities and to its
farmers as part of the process of establishing the State
of Israel, and was fundamental to the Zionist effort of
creating facts on the ground to mark the country’s
borders.

Israel’s rural areas comprise 85% of its total land and
provide a source of employment for hundreds of
thousands of Israelis.

Local agriculture produces the healthiest and tastiest
food, providing the food security that every developed
country should ensure its citizens, especially as the
entire world faces the effects of the global climate
crisis. Agriculture is the green landscape one sees
when traveling, and it is the driving force behind rustic
tourism: country guesthouses, wineries, beehives and
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everywhere we take children to teach them, for
example, that tomatoes do not grow on the shelves in
the supermarket. Agriculture is our green lungs, and it
provides a solution for removing wastewater, which is
an ecological hazard. Of course, agriculture preserves
the land and safeguards Israel’s borders.

Israeli sovereignty has always entailed having a
physical hold on the land and will do so for the
foreseeable future. As the early Zionist activist Joseph
Trumpeldor said, “Wherever the Jewish plow plows its
last furrow, that is where the border will run”.

Dubi Amitay
Chairman, Farmers Federation of Israel

Description of the Stamp

The stamp expresses the importance of developing
local agriculture and the work of present-day farmers,
work that combines traditional manual labor with
modern technologies.

The tablet screen features icons that symbolize
different aspects of the farmer's work and leading
areas of agriculture (from bottom-up):

The “Made in Israel” logo emphasizes the importance
of local produce; climate control; a drone for
supervising and monitoring agricultural areas;
a tractor; grapes; a tomato; fertilizer; a vertical
greenhouse; an apple; research; a berry; an avocado;
reclaiming water; cherries; a pepper.

The stamp tab features the Farmers Federation of
Israel logo and the motto “If there is agriculture here -
the homeland is here”.
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