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The Revelation at Mount Sinai (Souvenir Sheet)

According to Jewish tradition, the basic right to Eretz
Israel and the Jewish identity stem from the Torah,
where God gave the Jewish people their land. Thus,
receiving the Torah was such a significant event in
the history of the Jewish people. This was the moment
when the Jews went from being slaves to being free
people who took it upon themselves to uphold God's
commandments.

| am honored to illustrate the official Israeli stamp and
stamp sheet commemorating the Revelation at Mount
Sinai that the Israelites witnessed some 3300 years
ago. This event left its mark for all generations and it
reminds us that the Torah was received from the
Heavens so cannot be changed. God commanded
the Jewish people never to forget the immense
spiritual revelation they experienced, and always to
remember their identity and heritage. This memory is
the secret to the eternal existence of the Jewish
people, who returned to the Promised Land after a
long exile.

In this painting, | present my interpretation of the
sacred revelation, when the light of God, the voices
and the fire came down from the Heavens. | depicted
Moses, who is holding the Ten Commandments, in
front of Mount Sinai to signify that Moses brought the
tablets to the Jewish people some four months after
the Torah was received, as the Torah says, which not
everyone knows. The tablets are straight because the
well-known image of the tablets with rounded tops
stems from Christian art.
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The tablets of the Ten Commandments are the eternal
symbol of the covenant made between the Jewish
people and God at Mount Sinai. They disappeared
right after the destruction of the First Temple and their
original shape does not appear in any Jewish source,
not even the Torah. Nine hundred years later the
Talmud notes the measurements of square tablets, as
given to Moses, based on the dimensions of the Ark
of the Covenant. The tablets are not rounded in what
is presumed to be their earliest appearance, found in
the Cairo Geniza. In another depiction of the tablets
from the Geniza, dating from 1600 years after the
destruction of the Temple, the tablets are square. The
tablets were increasingly depicted in many forms
throughout the Middle Ages. They appeared in
Christian art in various ways, especially rounded.
From the 11th century onward, Christian artists have
consistently portrayed the tablets with arched tops.

During the last century, many organizations, as well
as municipal and national institutions, have used
rounded tablets to symbolize their Judaism. The
symbol has taken root and appears on synagogues,
arks, Torahs and prayer books. However, in light of
the origins of the rounded tablets, many of them,
including the Ministry of Religious Services, have
recently changed the symbol to the traditional
non-rounded tablets. Thus, the stamp also features
non-rounded tablets, which float above the mountain
to emphasize that the Torah was received from the
Heavens.

Yossi Rosenstein
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