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The Traveler Prayer (Souvenir Sheet)

The Traveler’s Prayer is recited before leaving on
a long journey. Talmudic scholar Amora (sage)
Rabbi Hisda wrote it in the third century in light of
the dangers that lurked along travel routes at that
time.

The Babylonian Talmud says:

When he appeared to him, Elijah the Prophet said
to Rav Yehuda brother of Rav Sala Hasida: When
you set out on a journey, consult with your
Creator, and then set out. What is the meaning of:
Consult with your Creator, and then set out?
Rabbi Ya'akov said that Rav Hisda said: That is
the traveler’s prayer. Anyone who sets out on a
journey must recite the traveler’s prayer prior to
embarking on his journey. What is the formula for
the traveler’s prayer? May it be Your will, Lord my
God, to lead me to peace, direct my steps to
peace, and guide me to peace... Blessed are
You, Lord, Who hears prayer. Abaye said: At all
times a person should associate himself with the
congregation and should not pray for himself
alone. How should he say it? May it be Your will,
Lord our God, that You lead us to peace, etc., in
the plural. (Berakhot 29b, 30a)

In addition to taking the necessary caution when
embarking on a long journey, people would recite
this prayer to prevent danger along the way. In
the past, there was actual danger from bandits
who threatened to take travelers’ possessions
and money and even cause them bodily harm.
Today, the main danger is car accidents. This
prayer is recited when travelling from one city to
another or internationally. It is worded in the
plural, based on the belief that prayers will be
answered more when said by a group. Along with
the request to avoid danger and return in peace,
the prayer also asks to bless our work. The
Traveler's Prayer is prevalent to this day in many
communities, with subtle differences between the
various versions. Over time, specific prayers have
also been written for airline pilots, sea captains
and more.
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The Traveler’s Prayer:

May it be Your will, God, our God and the God of
our fathers, that You should lead us in peace and
direct our steps in peace, and guide us in peace,
and cause us to reach our destination in life, joy,
and peace and return us in peace. Save us from
every enemy and ambush, from robbers and wild
beasts on the trip, and from all kinds of
punishments that rage and come to the world.
May You confer blessing upon the work of our
hands and grant me grace, kindness, and mercy
in Your eyes and in the eyes of all who see us, and
hearken to the voice of our prayer, for You hear the
prayers of all. Blessed are You G d, who hearkens
to prayer.
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