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Israel-Cyprus Joint Issue - Aerial Firefighting

The State of Israel and the Republic of Cyprus
enjoy close diplomatic relations that are reflected
in various different realms: security, economy,
energy, culture and social ties. This year marks
the 25th anniversary of the first visit by Israel’s late
President Ezer Weizman to Cyprus, which was
then reciprocated by Cypriot President Glafcos
Clerides’ visit to Israel, after diplomatic relations
were established in 1960.

The relations between the two countries, based
on mutual respect for common values such as
freedom, equality and democracy have warmed
significantly since the beginning of the 21st
century. High-level officials maintain frequent,
substantial ties in a wide range of fields, with
growing collaborations that express the depth
and significance of these relations.

In recent years, Israel has felt great support and
sympathy in Cypriot public opinion, which
considers Israel to be a stable regional power that
shares similar regional values and interests. | am
proud of all that has been achieved thus far and
look to the future for new opportunities to upgrade
and deepen the relations, bringing prosperity and
wellbeing to both countries and both peoples.

Oren Anolik
Ambassador of Israel in Cyprus
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Israel Fire and Rescue Services has longstanding
ties with Cyprus Fire Service, including mutual
participation in fire events in real time. These are
some prime examples from the past decade:

In October 2010, following a visit by former
Cypriot Fire Commissioner Andreas Nicolaou, a
mutual cooperation agreement was signed by the
two countries’ Fire Services.

In May 2011, Cyprus sent an air tanker and a
firefighting helicopter to aid in fighting the Carmel
Forest fire.

In May 2016, Israel sent three air tankers to assist
the firefighting efforts against large forest fires.

In May 2019, during the “Hot Fire Operation”
Cyprus helped Israel by sending air tankers.

In July 2021, Israel sent two air tankers and flame
retardant materials to assist with a huge fire on the
island.

In April 2022, Israel conducted its first firefighting
drill in open areas, together with Cypriot and
Greek firefighters. The Cypriot Fire Service
Commander participated as well. In June, Israel
sent two air tankers to aid in fighting fires in
northern Cyprus.
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