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Israeli Achievements

Innovation comes in many forms. It may take shape
in a unique, groundbreaking technological
development, at times it is reflected in an innovative
idea, and other times it focuses on creating an
organizational framework that allows the innovation
to be realized. Throughout its history, the State of
Israel has provided an environment that supports
and encourages entrepreneurs, developers and
inventors to be bold and further their ideas. The
amazing combination of talented people and a
supportive system has created the greenhouse in
which the Israeli hi-tech industry has blossomed in
recent years.

Cyber Security

Check Point Software Technologies is a global
pioneer in the realm of cyber security and it protects
hundreds of millions of people worldwide from its
headquarters in Israel. Founded in 1993, the
company is currently one of the world’s largest and
leading cyber companies. Check Point developed
the first commercial firewall in the world and holds
more than 100 patents for its technologies, which
protect against cyber-attacks on organizational
networks, end users, cell phones, data centers, the
Internet of Things (loT) and the cloud.

Check Point, which employs over 6,000 people in
more than 80 countries, develops its cyber defense
technologies in Israel. These technologies are some
of the leading and most comprehensive in the
industry. The company has over 100,000 customers,
including some of the largest companies in the world
in all fields - governments, industrial plants, medical
centers, educational entities, infrastructure, trans-
portation and more.

Social Navigation

Waze, the company that represents groundbreaking
Israeli innovation, began in 2006 as a project led by
entrepreneur Ehud Shabtai called “FreeMap Israel”,
which aimed to create a free mapping database of
Israel through a community of users and map
editors. In 2007, entrepreneurs Uri Levine and Amir
Shinar joined Ehud and together they launched
Waze in 2008, joined by Noam Bardin as company
CEQ in 2009.

Waze was born from the belief that crowd sourcing
can improve drivers’ driving experience and their
ability to deal with traffic congestion along the way.
The app made this information accessible through
an innovative, dynamic, collaborative technological
platform that reacts in real time. Waze was the first
free navigation app for both IPhone and Android
devices and as such, became an instant sensation,
accruing more than 50 million users and dozens of
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employees in Israel and the U.S. within just a few
years.

In 2013, technological giant Google acquired the
company for approximately $1 billion, making it a
symbol of Israeli success.

Today, Waze has over 150 million users in hundreds
of markets throughout the world and more than 2
million daily users in Israel, utilizing an active and
influential community of tens of thousands of map
editors.

The company collaborates with over 1,000 partners
worldwide, including local authorities, government
entities and public organizations.

Through the program, Waze and the other entities
share information about traffic conditions free of
charge in order to gather insight for drivers in real
time so they can make informed decisions and
improve traffic flow, making the roads safer for all.

Description of the Stamps
and First Day Cover

Cyber Security

The stamp features an icon of a firewall, symbolizing
cyber defense, with the devices that it protects in
the background, from cell phones to computers.
The FDC presents Israel as a world center for Cyber
Security.

Social Navigation

The stamp features a map with icons that warn of
traffic congestion and roadwork. The purple line
indicates the preferred route that will bypass the
obstructions.

The FDC features icons all over the world,
illustrating the software’s global utilization.
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