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Betar Centennial

“We will need people who are ready
for ‘everything’ — anything that the
Land of Israel will need”

Ze'ev Jabotinsky founded the Betar Movement at a
meeting of Jewish youth in Riga, Latvia on
December 27, 1923.

The Movement was inspired by the heroism of Yosef
Trumpeldor and his comrades at the battle of Tel
Hai and equated it with the historic Betar, the last
Jewish fort to fall in the Bar Kokhba revolt against
the Romans. Betar was unique among the Zionist
youth organizations, instilling in its members a
sense of patriotism and defense, embracing the
idea of forming the Hebrew State on both banks of
the Jordan River, teaching the Hebrew language
and the willingness to serve the Zionist ideal.

Jabotinsky, who founded the Jewish Legion in WWI,
was inspired by Trumpeldor’s words about the
future pioneers of the Jewish homeland. “We will
need people who are ready for “everything”, anything
that Eretz Israel (the Land of Israel) will need”.

Betar opened its first chapter in Eretz Israel on
December 27, 1927, after the Jewish Legion was
demobilized by the British. The Movement also
adopted the symbol of the menorah from the 38th
battalion of the Jewish Legion, nicknamed the First
Judeans. Members greeted each other with the
words “Tel Hai”. The Betar anthem, written by
Jabotinsky in Paris 1932, has three verses: Betar,
Hadar (glory) and Tagar (challenge).

Betar youth contributed to Zionism in overt and
covert ways. Many fell in service to the Jewish
people and the country - ascending heroically to the
gallows, fighting with the Etzel and Lechi movements,
saving thousands of Jews escaping Europe, and
fighting against the Germans in the ghettos and with
the partisan units. Their heroism sparked the torch
for Jewish people and other peoples living under
Nazi occupation. Betar established dozens of towns
in Eretz Israel, assisted tens of thousands of
immigrants and continues to instill its legacy in
dozens of branches in Israel and abroad.
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The initial meeting of the Betar youth with Jabotinsky
in Riga made a tremendous impact on Aharon Zvi
Propes, known as “the first Betari”. He said that
“Jabotinsky talked to us simply: ‘The State of Israel
shall be founded in greater Eretz Israel because the
Land is ours. We have no future in the Diaspora, and
if we do not eliminate the Diaspora, then it will
eliminate us. The Hebrew youth must prepare to
liberate the Land and release it from foreign rule.
Hebrew youth are capable of playing this historic
role. From slaves they shall become princes as they
‘conquer the mountain’.” We are overjoyed to have
achieved this.

Joseph Kister
Jabotinsky Institute researcher
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