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ANU - Museum of the Jewish People

ANU - Museum of the Jewish People (formerly the
Diaspora Museum) was founded in 1978 and
according to the Beit Hatfutsot Law (2005) it is “the
National Center for Jewish communities in Israel
and around the world”. Its goal is to provide a
solution to the challenges currently facing the
Jewish world: bridging the gaps among various
religious denominations of Judaism and between
Jews in Israel and those in the Diaspora, as well
as connecting Jewish youth to their Jewish identity,
to the Jewish people and to Israel.

The Museum underwent a comprehensive renewal
process. Its new name ANU embodies the common
roots, history and legacy shared by all Jews,
whoever and wherever they are, as well as the unity
and diversity of the Jewish people and their
belonging, regardless of time or place.

The Museum highlights the Jewish people’s
creativity, innovativeness and achievements, and
their contribution to humanity in all areas of life.

Eliyahu’s Chair

2020 (Circumcision)

Arik Weiss (b. 1965)

Rites of passage serve the Jewish religion and
culture to define the individual's status and to mark
changes occurring in the identity of each member of
society. These rites are linked to important life
events: birth, adolescence, starting a family and
death. The circumcision ceremony welcomes the
newborn into the Jewish people.

"And on the eighth day, the flesh of his foreskin shall
be circumcised"

(Leviticus 12:3)

"My dove, my perfect one, is but one; she is the
only one to her mother; the chosen of the one
who bore her"

(Song of Songs 6:9)

Top Sheet Margin — The Annual Cycle.

The Hebrew calendar, like the secular calendar, is
divided into twelve months. It is synced to the
seasons, which are determined by the solar cycle.

Jewish Wisdom

Over the Centuries

This installation presents the development of Jewish
wisdom over the centuries: Bible, Mishnah, Talmud,
Geonim, Rishonim and Achronim. The floating books
represent the integration of generations of Jewish
sages. Stemming from one source - the Bible -
comes forth a multifarious and varied multitude.
The upside-down pyramid illustrates the idea that
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each new generation saw itself as the successor of
the preceding generations and this provided the
impetus to continue to create and reinvigorate
Jewish Halacha and thought, each in the spirit of
their time. The letters interspersed among the
books represent the Hebrew language used
throughout Jewish history for writing halachic texts.

Top Sheet Margin - illustrations from the Jewish
world throughout history: Lena Rovenko.

Art and Artists
Interactive, 2021

An interactive installation unigue to ANU Museum: a
database of 150 artworks by the leading Jewish
artists of the 20th century. The influence of these
artists is still apparent in the works of contemporary
artists. The installation allows viewers to study the
artworks and artists in many different visual
combinations and narratives, and to discover
surprising links and complex reciprocities.

Top Sheet Margin - screens featuring 21 people
(“individuals”) who responded to the question:
“What is Jewish to me”? Their replies reveal a wide
range of ideas and perceptions that connect
individuals to their Jewish identity in the global
village in which we live. In many respects, these
individuals represent the contemporary Jewish
world.
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