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Centennial Year of Bnei Brak

Bnei Brak - A World Within a City!
Bnei Brak, the world's largest Jewish metropolis,
stands as a masterpiece of vision, courage, and
devotion. It tells the story of settling the land and
country with material and spiritual values. Heroes of
strength and determination, the members of the
"Bayit VaNachala" group, set forth with fervent
hearts to settle the sacred soil and establish a
community rooted in Torah and reverence. They laid
foundations and built institutions for generations.
Bnei Brak is a city of resilience, built against all
odds. Decades later, its radiance remains undimmed,
and its paths steadfast.

The bold vision and unwavering dedication have
borne remarkable fruits, creating a magnificent
kingdom and a Jewish metropolis that shines as a
beacon to the world.

Marking its centennial, Bnei Brak remains the
youngest among Israel's major cities. Remarkably, it
boasts the highest number of centenarians in the
country.

Bnei Brak is a city of unceasing Torah study and
sanctity, a bastion of Sabbath observance, and a
center of education and spiritual awe.

It weaves an extraordinary tapestry of material and
spiritual life, blending commerce and employment,
technology and creativity, into a dazzling mosaic.

Bnei Brak - Identity Card

Bnei Brak is the eighth-largest city in Israel, with a
population of 235,000. The city occupies historic
lands linked to the Tribe of Dan. It rests on the ruins
of the village Ibn Ibrak, possibly a reference to
ancient Bnei Brak from Talmudic times (as
mentioned in the Passover Haggadah: "It happened
once with Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Eliezer, who
reclined in Bnei Brak"). Archaeological findings near
the Mesubim Interchange corroborate this
identification.

Bnei Brak is Israel's youngest major city, with half its
population under the age of 20.

Recognized as the world's leading ultra-Orthodox
capital, the city has served as a model for the
establishment of other ultra-Orthodox towns and for
managing municipal life within this community in
Israel and globally.

However, Bnei Brak also hosts a diverse array of
populations. It includes national-religious comm-
unities and secular residents, with approximately
ten secular kindergartens and primary and
secondary schools.
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The city covers a total area of 7,500 dunams, with
500 dunams designated for commerce and industry.
More than 100,000 students study within Bnei Brak's
educational system, and over 17,000 infants are
cared for in family daycare centers and nurseries.

Historical Milestones and Dates
e 7 Adar 5682 (1922): The first delegation of "Bayit
VaNachala" members departs Poland for the Land
of Israel.

e 5 lyar 5682 (1922): Land in Bnei Brak is
purchased from several Arab families in the village
of Ibn Ibrak.

e 7 Tammuz 5683 (1923): Completion of the land
purchase.

e 11 Sivan 5684 (1924): Celebration of the
cornerstone-laying ceremony for the new settlement.
e 24 Elul 5688 (1928): Inauguration of the first
synagogue.

e 21 Elul 5690 (1930): Cornerstone laid for Givat
Rokach, established as "Israel Rokach Fund."

¢ 1934: Conclusion of "Bayit VaNachala" operations
and the election of a new local committee.

® 1937: Bnei Brak declared a local council.

e 16 Shevat 5710 (1950): Bnei Brak officially
becomes a city.

e 11 Sivan 5784 (2024): Bnei Brak’s Centennial
Year.
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