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Community Garden

A community garden is a partnership between a
group of people who adopt and cultivate a
chosen open space in the city. The community
garden fosters connections among residents and
promotes community activity around a common
goal.

The nature and structure of the garden are determined
by the desires and needs of its primary users. It can be
based on various forms of cultivation: a garden serving
as a habitat for various species of animals, personal
and/or shared vegetable, flower, and herb beds, an
orchard of fruit and/or ornamental trees with paths and
benches, or a wild area that residents take responsibility
for maintaining.

The recognition of the importance of preserving urban
nature reflects an ecological approach that views
the urban environment as a system in which there
are interdependent relationships between the physical
environment (such as buildings, roads, and open
spaces) and humans, plants, and animals, particularly
those inhabiting open spaces, which require our
protection and care. This era is characterized by
increased alienation between people and a race to
consume products and natural resources. In this reality,
the uniqueness of a community garden lies in its being
an island of urban nature and tranquility within the
dense urban space, serving as a local hub for
environmental and social activity. Community gardening
is a framework of joint work for a group of people who
see themselves as committed to adopting and
maintaining a piece of land (whether public or private).
In areas without natural values to preserve, the
garden’s character is determined by the desires and
needs of the primary group involved. What they all
have in common is that such a garden is based on
ecological principles, such as planting endemic plants
that encourage the development of life-supporting
environments, conserve water, and are more resistant
to pests. The garden is maintained using environmentally
friendly materials, without the use of chemicals.

Contributions of community
gardens to quality of urban life:

1. Encouraging active citizenship - Residents take
responsibility for their quality of life and influence the
design and use of urban public spaces, establishing
direct communication with representatives of the local
authority.

2. Strengthening community ties - Teamwork between
groups and individuals in the community working
towards a common goal, with equal relationships and
in a multi-generational group. New acquaintances help
strengthen relationships between people in the
community. Working in the garden reinforces
an individual’s sense of belonging to their living
environment, empowering populations and creating a
supportive local framework for social and cultural
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activity. Family activities in the garden offer an
opportunity for meaningful quality time. Regular weekly
meetings and periodic gatherings on weekends and
holidays, such as Shabbat gatherings, "Shukhatan"
(small market), and musical events to which the
community is invited, can take place in the garden.
The garden can also host classes and social group
gatherings, such as senior citizens, pre-school children,
and nearby schools.

3. Preserving local biodiversity - Protecting wild
animals and plants in areas with natural values and
encouraging life-supporting environments for a variety
of animals by planting vegetation that provides them
with food and shelter.

4. Environmental education - The garden serves as
acenter for raising awareness and learning about
environmental issues for all ages on topics such as
urban nature, sustainable agriculture, healthy nutrition,
reducing consumption, and recycling.

5. Improving the neighborhood’s appearance and
image - Maintaining an open space prevents littering
and neglect.

6. Growing food produce - Vegetables and fruits, as
well as herbs, medicinal plants, flowers, and more can
be cultivated.

Sharon Greenblatt,
Urban Agriculture Coordinator, Tel Aviv Municipality
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