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80 Years Since the Holocaust
of Hungarian Jewry
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80 Years Since the Holocaust of Hungarian Jewry

The Israel Philatelic Service marks the 80th year
since the Holocaust of Hungarian Jewry with the
issuance of a commemorative stamp.

1944 is indeed the year when the deportation of
Hungarian Jews to the death camps and their
systematic murder began. When the Germans
suspected that their loyal ally until then, the
Regent of Hungary, had started to doubt their
victory, they invaded Hungary. Power was handed
over to the Hungarian fascists—the Arrow Cross
Party—and within less than six months, more than
half a million Jews (approximately 77% of the
country’s Jewish population) were murdered with
close cooperation between the Germans and
their Hungarian collaborators. However, their
persecution, the stripping of all civil rights, the
destruction of their professional status, and the
looting of their property had begun years earlier.

Historically, due to political reasons and
Hungary’s interests vis-a-vis Austria, Hungarian
Jews were defined as equal citizens alongside
Christian citizens as early as 1867. However,
following World War | and the Treaty of Trianon,
Hungary, which had fought on the side of the
Central Powers, lost about 70% of its territory,
revenue, and industrial resources. Together with
the great financial crisis that followed the war,
these losses shattered its economy. As a result,
the leadership became increasingly right-wing,
and with Hitler’s rise to power, Hungary formed an
alliance with Nazi Germany as early as June 1941,
hoping to regain its lost territories. Therefore, unlike
other Eastern European countries, Germany did
not immediately occupy Hungary, but the
Hungarian government, as a faithful ally,
cooperated and passed legislation accordingly.
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From 1941, Jewish men aged 18-50 were
conscripted into special Hungarian army labor
units, where they were subjected to starvation
conditions and brutal abuse by their fascist
commanders. About 40,000-50,000 of those
conscripted were murdered before ever seeing a
battlefield.

The illustrator and graphic designer Aharon Shevo,
himself a Holocaust survivor from Hungary,
succeeded in incorporating into the stamp an
image that symbolizes, in the collective memory,
the march of Hungarian Jews to the death trains.
Also included is the unforgettable memorial:
empty shoes of men, women, and children on the
banks of the Danube, commemorating the
hundreds of Jews from Budapest who were lined
up by Arrow Cross soldiers at the river’s edge,
chained together with iron chains (to save bullets),
and shot into the Danube. The Hungarian tricolor
cast ashore with its red section flowing into the
river symbolizes not only the Jewish blood that
flowed into the Danube and dyed its waters red
but also the profound humiliation of Hungarian
national honor.
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