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120 Years of the Herzliya Hebrew Gymnasium

In 1905, Dr. Yehuda Leib Matmon-Cohen and his wife Pnina
established a private school in their home in Jaffa, on what is
today called “Hebrew Gymnasium Street.” At this school,
named the “Hebrew Gymnasium,” boys and girls studied
together in Hebrew across all subjects. Thus was founded
the first secondary school in the world where Hebrew was the
language of instruction.

In 1909, the Hebrew Gymnasium was named after Theodor
(Binyamin Ze'ev) Herzl - the founder of Zionism as a political
national movement, known as “the Visionary of the State” -
giving the school the name by which it is known today. That
same year saw the beginning of construction of the
Gymnasium’s historic building in the Ahuzat Bayit
neighborhood, at the corner of Herzl Street and Ahad Ha'am
Street.

In 1910 - the year in which the Ahuzat Bayit neighborhood
changed its name to Tel Aviv - the Gymnasium moved into its
new premises. The school's administration that year included
Chaim Boger (Bograshov), Dr. Ben-Zion Mossinson, Menachem
Sheinkin, Eliyahu Berlin, and Chaim Hissin. Notably, each of
these figures has a street in Tel Aviv-Yafo named after him.

The Gymnasium’s first graduating class completed its
studies in 1913, and among its alumni were: Moshe Shertok
(later Sharett), the second Prime Minister of Israel; Eliyahu
Golomb, the de facto commander of the Haganah and
member of its national command; and Dov Hoz, a leading
figure in the Labor Movement, who served as head of the
Political Department of the Histadrut before the establishment
of the State, and was one of the founders of the Haganah.

In 1917 - following the expulsion of Jews from Tel Aviv and
Jaffa during World War | - the Gymnasium was temporarily
relocated to the Meir Shfeyah educational institution near
Zichron Ya'akov. Teachers and students remained there for
about a year and a half.

The historic building of the Gymnasium became one of the
city’'s main educational and cultural centers. Its demolition,
begun in 1959, caused a public outcry that brought the issue
of heritage preservation into public awareness. The
Gymnasium began operating at its new location on
Jabotinsky Street in 1958, encompassing both a junior high
school and a high school.

For 12 years, starting in 1958, the Gymnasium’s student
body consisted of pupils from northern Tel Aviv as well as the
sons and daughters of its alumni. In 1970, the school began
a process of integration, incorporating students from the
southern parts of the city. It soon became a symbol of
integration and diversity, with about 50% of its students
coming from southern Tel Aviv, including Jaffa. Among its
pupils are also children of migrant workers living in the city.
For nearly 20 years, between 1965 and 1984, the school also
hosted the cadets of the IDF Command Boarding School,
many of whom went on to become senior officers.

About the Stamp

The stamp marks the 120th anniversary of the Herzliya
Hebrew Gymnasium - the world's first Hebrew-language
secondary school, which has become a symbol of
excellence, innovation, and educational leadership. Since its
founding in 1905, the Gymnasium has been not only an
educational institution, but also a home for values, personal
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growth, and social commitment. The stamp combines
elements of past, present, and future - the historic Gymnasium
building alongside innovative programs and leading
educational projects.

The Past and Heritage

At the center of the stamp is the historic Gymnasium
building, originally located on Herzl Street in Tel Aviv, a
symbol of Zionism and national revival. Over the years,
thousands of graduates have passed through its gates,
including prominent figures who shaped the face of the State
of Israel in science, defense, law, art, literature, poetry, and
media.

The Present - Excellence

and Educational Innovation

The Herzliya Hebrew Gymnasium continues to lead in
advanced education, integrating cutting-edge technologies
and groundbreaking curricula. The stamp embodies the
school’s vision as an institution that combines academic
excellence with values-based education, entrepreneurship,
and community involvement.

The Future - 120 Years Forward
To mark its 120th anniversary, the Gymnasium is promoting
significant projects, including:

e A Center for Advanced Technology Studies - training the
next generation of Israeli scientists and hi-tech professionals.
e A sustainability lab on the school roof - fostering environ-
mental education and green innovation.

¢ Preservation of historical heritage through digitizing the
Gymnasium’s archive, in collaboration with the World Zionist
Organization.

e Strengthening alumni connections to enhance the community
and create educational, social, and business partnerships.

A Symbol of Israeli Identity

and Zionist Vision

The Herzliya Hebrew Gymnasium is more than a school - it is
an institution with a distinguished history that has played a
major role in shaping Israeli identity. The issue of this stamp
stands as a historic tribute to Hebrew education and its
unique contribution to building the State and Israeli society.
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