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Philately

In May 1840, Great Britain issued the world’s first
postage stamps. This marked the final stage in a
sweeping postal reform that introduced stamps as a
means of prepayment for the delivery of letters,
replacing the previous system in which postage was
paid in cash to postal clerks. The innovation proved
to be a great success, and within only a few years,
many countries around the world followed Britain’s
example and began issuing their own stamps.

The designers of the earliest stamps focused
primarily on ensuring the legitimacy of these small
colored pieces of paper and on finding ways for the
public to recognize them as an official form of
payment. Yet as postal use expanded, postal
authorities realized the powerful potential of stamps
as a medium for conveying messages to the public.
When stamps began to be used for international mail,
they also became a tool of national representation -
allowing each issuing country to present its
identity, values, and achievements to a global
audience.

Beautifully designed and widely circulated, postage
stamps reached every household affixed to
envelopes. Many people found fascination in
collecting them and exploring the stories and ideas
embedded in their designs. The hobby appealed
both to beginners, who carefully removed stamps
from envelopes and filled albums with as many as
they could find, and to advanced collectors, who
chose to specialize in a narrow field of study-
researching printing techniques, postal history, and
the role of stamps in mail delivery.

Between the two World Wars, stamp collecting grew
rapidly, reaching its peak in the early years following
World War II. Millions of new enthusiasts joined the
hobby, which became a cross-generational pursuit
enjoyed by both children and adults. The title of
“stamp collector” came to encompass everyone
from casual hobbyists assembling albums for
pleasure to serious philatelists who curated
specialized exhibits for competitive stamp shows.

The three stamps in this series illustrate different
aspects of stamp collecting:

The first stamp depicts children sorting and
arranging stamps in an album, examining design
details and learning about their imagery. The stamp
showing a girl viewing a stamp through a magnifying
glass was originally issued in Israel in 1949 and
features the Israeli flag. A flaw in the printing plate
caused the letter E in “Israel” to appear as a C on
some stamps, resulting in the country’s name being
misspelled as “Isracl.”
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The second stamp shows visitors at a philatelic
exhibition studying display frames and reading the
descriptions prepared by an exhibitor who
researched the topic in depth. The display includes
items from the collection of the late Zvi Alexander,
now preserved at the Alexander Museum of Postal
History and Philately. These items document postal
activity in Jewish colonies in the Land of Israel
during the Ottoman period.

The third stamp is dedicated to the Philatelic
Service of Israel Post, established in the early years
of the State and responsible for issuing the country’s
postage stamps. In addition to producing stamps
for postal use, the Philatelic Service maintains close
ties with stamp collectors in Israel and abroad and
creates special collector items such as My Own
Stamp sheets, which allow individuals to personalize
stamp designs and mail letters bearing their own
unigue message.
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