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New Fruit Varieties
developed in Israel
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New Fruit Varieties developed in Israel

Israel conducts advanced agricultural research and
development aimed at creating new fruit varieties
suited to the local climate. These varieties are bred
for resistance to pests and diseases and improved
flavor, nutritional value, and shelf life. The breeding
methods combine traditional genetic crossbreeding
with innovative technologies such as gene editing
and precise control of growing conditions.

Mango - Shelly

The Shelly mango was developed within a breeding
program led by the late Dr. Eli Tomer and Prof. Uri
Lavi from the Agricultural Research Organization
(ARQ), in cooperation with Dr. Yitzhak Adato from
the Northern R&D Center, extension agents, and
mango growers.

Identified at the end of the previous century as a
hybrid of the Tommy and Kent varieties, Shelly
proved to be an outstanding cultivar-flavorful, sweet
(up to 16% sugar), fiber-free, large, round, and with
a distinctive red blush. It produces high yields and
has a relatively long ripening period, from mid-July
to early September. For these reasons, it has been
widely planted and now accounts for over 35% of
Israel's mango orchards. The Shelly variety is also
suitable for export and forms part of Israel’s official
export selection.

The domestic trade volume of the Shelly mango
exceeds 100 million shekels annually and continues
to grow. Thanks to its superior qualities, the variety
is also sought after by growers abroad, to whom it is
supplied under license with measures in place to
protect Israel’s export interests.

Almond - B. Yifet (Binyamin)

The B. Yifet almond variety was developed at Neve
Ya'ar by the Volcani Institute breeding team led by
Doron Holland, together with Irit Bar-Yaacov, Kamel
Khatib, Tali Trainin, and Dr. Harel Be'ze.

This variety is characterized by exceptionally high
yields, adaptation to Israel’s climate, and the beauty
of its kernel. It is self-fertile and does not require
pollination by bees.

Grapefruit-like Hybrid - Aliza

A new lsraeli-developed variety belonging to the
grapefruit-like group, Aliza ripens from November to
January. It was created through a cross between
the Ora mandarin and the Pomelo.

The fruit is very juicy and sweet, with an exceptional
flavor. Introduced to European markets for the first
time last year, it generated strong demand.
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Melon - Galia

Within the melon breeding programs at Neve Ya'ar,
a surprising success was achieved with the
development of the Galia melon - a variety that
revolutionized the melon industry.

Developed by researchers at the Agricultural
Research Organization led by Dr. Zvi Karchi, Galia
was particularly suitable for export to Europe thanks
to its appealing appearance - round, yellowish, and
netted on the outside, with juicy greenish flesh and
excellent flavor inside. Known for its long shelf life,
Galia quickly became highly popular in Europe,
where the term “Galia type” is now used to describe
similar varieties.

Pomelit - Einat (Redson)

The Einat (Redson) variety is a new Israeli hybrid
similar to the Pomelit, bred for both export and the
domestic market. It ripens from October in the
inland valleys through February in central and
southern Israel and is a very productive tree.

The fruit is red-blushed with red flesh, very flavorful,
and particularly successful in the inland regions.
The red color derives from lycopene, a natural
pigment known for its antioxidant properties and
positive health effects.

Ezra Bechar and Omer Zeidan
Plant Council
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