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Yahalom Unit — 30 Years

Yahalom, the Special Operations Engineering Unit
(SOEU) of the Israel Defense Forces, whose name
also means ‘diamond’ in Hebrew, was established
in 1995, through the merger of the Explosive
Ordnance Disposal Unit (which had operated since
1948) and Sayeret Yael (which had operated since
1982), and since then has become the spearhead
of the IDF Combat Engineering Corps, the Ground
Forces Command, and the Israel Defense Forces
as a whole.

Yahalom is a unique elite unit within the IDF,
combining commando combat, engineering, and
technological capabilities, and carrying out
missions in the most complex environments -
above ground, underground, along Israel’s
borders, and beyond.

The unit performs a wide range of complex
offensive  missions, including locating and
destroying terror tunnels, placing demolition
charges, leading forces through minefields and
water obstacles, reconnaissance and intelligence
gathering, and hostage-rescue operations.

Alongside its offensive activity, Yahalom plays a
central role in life-preserving and rescue efforts —
leading IDF forces through booby-trapped areas,
neutralizing explosive devices and mines, clearing
ordnance (including unconventional weapons), and
operating the National Ordnance Research
Institute.

Throughout its three decades of existence,
Yahalom has operated in numerous arenas in Israel
and around the world, leading hundreds of
operations that were an inseparable part of Israel’s
defense and military campaigns.

Between 2019 and 2023, the unit received three
Regional Command Citations for missions and
operations conducted in the Southern and Northern
Commands.

During the “Swords of Iron” War (2023-2025), the
unit played a prominent role from the morning of
October 7 and throughout the war - in Gaza,
Lebanon, Syria, and other locations - operating
above and below ground, in hostage-rescue
operations and in the destruction of terrorist
infrastructure, demonstrating a combination of
courage, precision, and engineering innovation.
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The unit's spirit is founded on the values of
dedication to mission, professionalism, courage,
camaraderie, and humility - values instilled by its
commanders and fighters over the years.

This path is embodied in the unit's motto: “Hineni” -
“Here | am!”

Yahalom is exceptional thanks to its people, who
choose each day to dedicate themselves to the
security of the State of Israel.

This stamp is issued in honor of 30 years of
excellence, innovation, and heroism of the Yahalom
Unit - a symbol of lIsrael's ability to combine
boldness with wisdom, courage with responsibility,
and technology with humility.
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