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The Israel Nature and Parks Authority

The Israel Nature and Parks Authority is responsible for
safeguarding Israel’s natural, scenic, and heritage assets,
while fostering a connection between people and place
through a sense of affinity and belonging to the Land of
Israel, in the spirit of the values set forth in the Declaration
of Independence. The Authority protects nature, its natural
habitats, the functioning of ecological systems, and the
diversity of plant and animal life. It manages approximately
500 sites, national parks, and nature reserves, covering
about 30% of the area of the Land of Israel. This area also
includes marine nature reserves in the Mediterranean Sea
and the Red Sea. Within these sites, the Authority
preserves biological diversity, landscapes, and natural
and historical heritage, while ensuring public accessibility
and enforcing environmental protection laws.

Ein Gedi Nature Reserve

The Ein Gedi Nature Reserve is located along the western
shoreline of the Dead Sea and borders the Judean Desert
and the escarpment of the Great Rift Valley to the west. The
reserve is rich in freshwater sources, including the David
and Shulamit springs and the perennial streams of Ein
Gedi, David, and Arugot. These watercourses flow along a
striking topographical gradient, creating waterfalls and
pools along their paths.

The reserve’s location along the Syrian-African Rift,
together with the combination of arid climatic conditions
and abundant freshwater sources, has enabled the
development of a unique tropical-arid oasis. This eco-
system includes Sudanian-origin plant species alongside
streamside vegetation, desert flora, and Mediterranean
plant life. The vegetation of Ein Gedi includes species that
are extremely rare in Israel, endangered species, and
species that became extinct locally and were later
reintroduced to the reserve. Among them are the
thick-leaved muru’a, desert moringa, desert vine, broom
caper, and the rare large-flowered woodland orchid.
Notable among the wildlife of Ein Gedi are herds of Nubian
ibex and rock hyraxes. The cliffs of the reserve serve as
nesting sites for birds of prey, including the biblical griffon
vulture. In the past, leopards also inhabited the reserve,
until they became extinct in Israel.

In addition to its rich ecological system, the reserve
contains extensive archaeological evidence of ancient
settlement, particularly Jewish settlement from the biblical
period. One of the most significant archaeological finds
within the reserve is an ancient synagogue dating to the
sixth century CE, featuring one of the most impressive
mosaic floors in Israel. These characteristics of the Ein
Gedi Nature Reserve, together with its heritage values,
underscore the great importance of preserving this unique
ecosystem and the resources that sustain it.

Hula Nature Reserve

The Hula Nature Reserve is one of the most important and
distinctive nature reserves in the Land of Israel. Located in
the Hula Valley in northern Israel, the reserve is the last
remaining remnant of the Hula wetlands and lake that once
covered vast areas of the valley.

The reserve was declared in 1964 and was the first nature
reserve established in Israel following the enactment of the
National Parks and Nature Reserves Law, passed by the
Knesset after a public environmental struggle to preserve
the Hula wetlands.

The establishment of the reserve was intended to protect
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and conserve wetland ecosystems, thereby preventing the
total loss of unique natural values as a result of the
large-scale drainage operations carried out in the 1950s.
The uniqueness of the Hula Nature Reserve lies in its role
as a major international stopover site for migratory birds
along the migration route between Africa, Europe, and
Asia. In addition, it supports an exceptionally rich
ecosystem relative to its size.

The reserve’s flora and fauna are highly diverse and
include hundreds of bird species, such as cranes, herons,
and pelicans, as well as amphibians, reptiles, and fish,
alongside mammals such as wild boar, otters, and jungle
cats, and rare aquatic plants characteristic of wetland
habitats.

The Hula painted frog is a rare endemic amphibian that
was rediscovered in the Hula Nature Reserve after having
previously been declared extinct.

The Israel Nature and Parks Authority invests extensive
efforts in the rehabilitation and preservation of wetland
habitats in order to protect the plant and animal species
that depend on them.

Coral Beach Nature Reserve

The Coral Beach Nature Reserve is a unique marine
reserve located in the northern part of the Gulf of Eilat. It is
considered one of the most important and impressive
nature reserves in Israel and worldwide. Declared in 1964
as Israel’s first marine nature reserve, it extends along
approximately 1.2 kilometers of coastline and covers a
marine area of about 1,300 dunams.

The primary purpose of the reserve is to protect a highly
valuable and sensitive ecosystem - the coral reef - which is
among the northernmost coral reefs in the world. The
reserve features a continuous fringing reef that runs
parallel to the shoreline, forming a vivid and spectacular
underwater belt.

The waters of the reserve support an extraordinarily rich
biodiversity, including hundreds of species of colorful fish,
stony corals and soft corals, as well as additional
invertebrates such as sea urchins, sponges, and mollusks.
The reserve presents a mosaic of remarkable habitats,
from tropical coral reefs and sandy lagoons to seagrass
meadows and rocky shorelines, sustained by complex
ecological interactions.
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