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Shlomo Hillel

Shlomo Hillel was an Israeli public figure and one of
the leaders of the State of Israel. He made a
significant contribution to the country’'s security,
settlement efforts, and consolidation during its
formative years.

Shlomo was born in 1923 in Baghdad, Irag. In 1934,
he immigrated to the Land of Israel, where he
studied at the Herzliya Gymnasium in Tel Aviv.

His first act in defense of the homeland and
contribution to nation-building was a decision he
made together with his peers from “Scout Group A”
to change their original mission from settlement to
security. In 1945, he was among the founders of the
Ayalon Institute in Kibbutz Givat HaKibbutzim near
Rehovot—a kibbutz that served as a cover for an
underground  ammunition ~ factory  operated
clandestinely by the Haganah. Upon completion of
this mission in 1949, he was among the founders of
Kibbutz Ma’agan Michael.

Shlomo was active in the Mossad LeAliyah Bet and
among the organizers of immigration operations
from Islamic countries. In August 1947, as part of
“Operation Michaelberg,” he commanded an aerial
immigration operation from Iraq.

In the early years of the State of Israel, he took part
in Operation Ezra and Nehemiah, which brought
more than 100,000 Iragi Jews to Israel. He also
served on behalf of the Mossad LeAliyah Bet in
Egypt, Lebanon, and Syria.

Shlomo served as a Member of Knesset, Minister of
Police, Minister of the Interior (1969-1977), and
Speaker of the 11th Knesset (1984-1988).

Among his additional roles were Ambassador of
Israel to West African countries, Director of the
Africa Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
and Chairman of Keren Hayesod.

In 1998, he was awarded the Israel Prize for his
special contribution to society and the State. He
also received honorary doctoral degrees from the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Tel Aviv University,
and Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. Shlomo
was awarded the ftitle of Knight of Quality of
Government by the Movement for Quality
Government in Israel, and in 2014 he received the
Ben-Gurion Prize.

For 28 years, from 1993 until his final day, he served
as President of the Council for the Conservation of
Heritage Sites in Israel. In this role, he contributed
significantly to shaping the Council's activities and
to establishing its standing within the planning
community.
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The Council for the Conservation of Heritage Sites in
Israel was established in 1984, following a decision
by the Knesset Education Committee and within the
framework of the Society for the Protection of Nature
in Israel, in response to the ongoing damage to
Israel's built historical heritage dating from 1700
onward.

Since 2008, the Council for the Conservation of
Heritage Sites in lIsrael has operated as an
independent nonprofit organization.

From its establishment to the present day, the
Council has worked resolutely and consistently to
develop a tradition of conservation inspired by
international models, yet adapted to the unique
buildings and sites of Israel. The Council views
conservation not merely as a technical act, but as a
culture of identity, belonging, and continuity, and as
an awareness of the importance of preservation
values it seeks to instill in the general public,
decision-makers, planning and  construction
professionals, and educators.

The Council's objectives include preventing the
destruction of sites and structures, complexes, and
authentic remnants of buildings with historical,
architectural, cultural, and landscape value. In
addition, it seeks to promote conservation plans,
integrate conservation into planning processes and
programs, and rehabilitate and rescue buildings,
sites, and historic urban and rural fabric.
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