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50th Anniversary of the
Center for Libraries and
Literature in Israel
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50th Anniversary of the Center for Libraries and Literature in Israel

The Center for Libraries and Literature in Israel
is a non-profit organization. It was established in
1975 as part of the Public Libraries Law. The
Center’s vision is to promote libraries, literature,
and reading culture in Israel.

Today, the Center operates as an independent
body sustained through the services it provides in
pursuit of its mission:

¢ Literary initiatives to encourage creative
writing - support for publishers, authors, and
translators.

* “Hikaya” — Arabic Children’s Literature -
writing and illustration workshops, and the
publication of original children’s books in Arabic.
* The Israeli Books Catalog — a professional and
up-to-date catalog for libraries, operating accor-
ding to international standards of cataloging,
classification, and indexing.

* “Mifgashim” (Encounters) - cultural program-
ming in libraries, schools, and organizations
seeking to enrich their communities through
cultural activities.

¢ Professional training for library staff and the
information community — continuing education
courses and the annual “Multidata” conference.

* “Libby” — the Israeli Digital Library — lending
services for e-books, audiobooks, and digital
magazines.

* Book acquisition services — procurement for
school and public libraries.

* ISBN Agency (ISMN/ISBN services) - issuance
of International Standard Book Numbers for
publishers.

* “Libraries at the Center” — a podcast focusing
on libraries and literature.

¢ “The Archive — Hebrew Literature in Voice”
—an online platform dedicated to preserving
Hebrew literary works in audio format.
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The Center also works to advance libraries
through participation in Knesset discussions
promoting the Public Libraries Law. It initiates
activities to encourage reading across Israel and
partners in various national initiatives in this field.
In addition, the Center remains attentive to global
developments in libraries and literature and
actively promotes their implementation in Israel.

Amit Gitler
Director General of the Center for Libraries and
Literature in Israel
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