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A distinctive and deeply rooted tradition has
developed within Israel’s culture of re-
membrance from the earliest years of the
state to the present day. Each year, on the
eve of Memorial Day for the Fallen Soldiers
of Israel’s Wars, every bereaved family
receives a special letter addressed to them
personally.

Since Memorial Day 5712 (1952), a long line
of Presidents, Prime Ministers, and Ministers
of Defense have signed personal letters to
bereaved families. In addition, leading Israeli
artists have taken part in designing the First
Day Covers and stamps issued to mark this
day.

Accompanying the Minister of Defense’s letter
are a First Day Cover and stamp designed
especially for Memorial Day. These express,
in a unique manner, the depth of sorrow and
mourning that characterize the day, while
reflecting the enduring commitment to com-
memorating the fallen soldiers of Israel’s
wars and preserving their legacy for future
generations.
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The stamp issued for Memorial Day 5786
(2026) features the anemone flower, a national
symbol of remembrance. The flower represents
the fallen, the fragility of lives cut short, and
at the same time the flourishing of the land
made possible through their sacrifice. The
design principle combines clean typography
with the image of the anemone, creating a
balance between strength and delicacy. The
color red conveys both pain and blossoming
renewal, linking loss with the continuation of
life - made possible by the fallen soldiers of
Israel’s wars.

May the memory of the fallen be forever
engraved in our hearts.
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