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Afula Centennial

The Hebrew city of Afula was founded in 1925 by
the Zionist settlement company American Zion
Commonwealth. The company purchased the
lands of Afula as a single unit from the feudal
landowner Elias Sursock of Beirut, who owned
them at the time. The plots were subsequently
sold to prospective settlers in two locations - the
United States and Poland. Afula was marketed to
these Jewish communities as the first planned
Hebrew city, designed by Richard Kauffmann,
regarded as the architect of Zionist settlement. It
was envisioned as a garden city, with a grand
opera house planned at its center, inspired by
those of classical European capitals.

A central boulevard was established in the city
and lined with robust Washingtonia palm trees.
This avenue, later named Arlozorov Boulevard,
served for many years as the commercial and
administrative heart of Afula. The palm trees
became a defining visual symbol of the city,
which was originally named “Ir Yizre'el Afula”
(Jezreel City Afula), though over time the name
was shortened simply to “Afula.”

In the early years of the State of Israel, Afula
absorbed thousands of immigrants, the majority
from Irag and Yemen, and a smaller number from
Romania. During the ma’abarot (transit camp)
period, three large camps were established in the
city. Subsequently, two neighborhoods were
developed on lands administered by the Israel
Land Authority: Afula Illit, established in 1951,
consisting of private homes and low-rise
apartment buildings; and opposite it, the neigh-
borhood of Givat HaMoreh, situated on a hill rising
515 meters above sea level. The biblical name
“Givat HaMoreh” likely reflects ancient volcanic
activity in the area, as the term “Moreh” is
etymologically related to “Yoreh” (lava), and
basalt rocks are indeed found there.
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On February 25, 1973, Afula was officially
declared a city, and its local council was elevated
to municipal status. For many years thereafter -
from the 1970s through the early 1990s - the
population remained relatively stable at approxi-
mately 20,000 residents. In the 1990s, the city
absorbed immigrants from Ethiopia, followed by a
significant wave of immigration from the former
Soviet Union, which led to substantial population
growth. In the past two decades, Afula has
continued to absorb immigrants from South
America, the United States, France, and India (the
Bnei Menashe community). Since 2020, Afula has
emerged as a leading city in northern Israel and
one of the country’s leaders in positive migration,
attracting young families from across the country.
As of 2025, marking its centennial year, the city is
home to over 70,000 residents and is projected to
reach a population of 100,000 within the coming
decade.
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